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An excavator tears down the Dhanmondi-32 residence of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman while it is still on 
fire around 1:30am today. PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

ADMIN, JUDICIAL REFORMS

Establishing permanent HC 
benches in divisional cities

Setting up civil, criminal courts in 
upazilas

Curbing president’s power to pardon

Limiting mobile court’s power to 
sentence

Enacting laws to establish 
independent criminal 
investigation service 

Preventing filing of false cases 

Dividing the country into 4 
administrative provinces

Reducing the number of 
ministries to 25 from 43

Abolishing the zila parishads

Moving 26 cadre officials to 13 
services

In-service exams for officials for 
becoming deputy secretaries 

Every upazila to have an assistant 
superintendent of police

SECOND EDITION

Decentralised 
judiciary at  

the core 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Judiciary Reform Commission recommends 
curbing the president’s power to pardon convicts and 
establishing permanent High Court benches at every 
divisional city.

It also proposes establishing civil and criminal 
courts at upazilas; reducing the mobile court’s 
jurisdiction in sentencing; formulating legislation 
to establish an independent criminal investigation 
agency; and preventing filing of false cases with a law.

The reforms are proposed in 28 areas.
The commission led by Justice Shah Abu Nayeem 

Mominur Rahman handed over the 380-page report 
to Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus yesterday.

Chief Adviser’s Press Secretary Shafiqul Alam told 
reporters that the judiciary was not fully independent 
under the previous government. 

“That’s why the Judiciary Reform Commission 
proposes making the judiciary fully independent,” he 
said.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4 

‘Capital city 
government’ for 
greater Dhaka

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Public Administration Reform Commission has 
proposed a “Capital City Government” for governing 
Dhaka city, Narayanganj, Keraniganj, Savar, and Tongi.

This government, similar to that of the federal 
government-controlled New Delhi, will have an elected 
legislature and local government. 

The proposal was made considering the population 
and scope of services in the capital, according to the 
commission’s report submitted to Chief Adviser Prof 
Muhammad Yunus yesterday.

It also proposed introducing a provincial governance 
system, by turning four older divisions into provinces, 
to decentralise the service delivery system for the 
country’s large population.

“This will reduce the potential for power 
concentration by a unitary government and alleviate 
the pressure on Dhaka as well,” said the report.

However, implementing such a system would require 
constitutional amendments.
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Dhanmondi 32 
ripped apart

Protesters torch Sudha Shadan too 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Protesters last night torched and tore 
down parts of the Dhanmondi-32 
residence of Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman, after calls in social 
media for demolishing what they said 
was a “pilgrimage site of fascism”.

An event titled “Bulldozer Procession” 
was scheduled for 9:00pm, timed to 

coincide with an online programme 
where deposed prime minister Sheikh 
Hasina was slated to speak. The virtual 
event was announced by the now-banned 
Chhatra League, the student wing of the 
Awami League.

However, hundreds of protesters 
stormed the building and began taking it 
apart with shovels and hammers around 
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Houses of 
AL leaders 
smashed
STAR REPORT

Protesters demolished 
homes of Awami League 
leaders and defaced 
murals of Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
in different parts of the 
country last night and early 
today.     

Yesterday evening, they 
demolished the Khulna 
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