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Workers’ protest
FROM PAGE B1

The Singapore-bound 
vessel Helgoland left the 
port at around 2:00 pm 
without taking 101 TEUs of 
export containers as they 
did not reach the port due 
to the workers’ movement, 
said Ziaul Quader, 
associate director of the 
ship’s local agent, Trans 
Marine Logistics Ltd.

Besides, these export 
cargoes destined for 
the US and Europe may 
miss connecting with 
mother vessels at the 
transshipment port, he 
added.

Colombo-bound AS 
Sicilia had to defer its 
scheduled departure as 
around 380 twenty-foot 
equivalent units (TEUs) of 
export containers could 
not be sent to the port from 
depots, sources said.

The clash broke out 
around 7:00 pm on Tuesday 
following an altercation 
between security staff at 
DC Park and the driver 
of a prime mover, which 
was heading to the BM 

Container Depot from the 
port.

Witnesses say the driver 
failed to slow down when 
a security guard signalled 
that a private car was 
exiting the park’s parking 
lot and ended up slightly 
rear-ending the vehicle.

The driver was then 
beaten by the park’s 
security staff, prompting 
a group of prime mover 
workers to retaliate once 
informed.

The workers then went 
on a rampage inside the 
park, creating panic among 
the park’s visitors as they 
protested the assault on a 
peer.

They also blockaded the 
Fouzderhat-Port Access 
Road and port gates in 
Chattogram city’s Saltgola 
area for hours till early 
yesterday.

The workers also staged 
demonstrations near the 
port gates, suspending 
the entry and exit of all 
container-carrying vehicles 
and creating an acute 
gridlock that lasted all day.

RBI may cut repo rate 
by 25 basis points
ANN/THE STATESMAN

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is likely to cut the repo 
rate by 25 basis points in its February 2025 policy meeting, 
the State Bank of India (SBI) said in a research.

It said the rate cut would be at least 75 basis points over 
the entire easing cycle.

SBI Research said that after an intervening gap in 
June 2025, the second round of rate cuts could begin 
in October 2025. It further said that the RBI Liquidity 
Framework needs to be revisited.

The report further said that the RBI could start using 
the Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) as a regulatory intervention 
tool rather than just a liquidity management mechanism 
in the future.

HSBC, BRAC 
Business School 

announce 
‘Business Case 

Competition 2025’
STAR BUSINESS DESK

HSBC and BRAC Business School recently 
announced the “Business Case Competition 
2025,” a team-based competition aimed at 
fostering analytical and strategic thinking among 
undergraduate students across the nation.

Organised by the BRAC University Business Club – 
BIZ BEE, the competition seeks to cultivate the next 
generation of business leaders by challenging students 
to demonstrate their business acumen, innovative 
thinking, and problem-solving skills in a competitive 
environment, according to a press release.

The competition will unfold in multiple stages, 
starting with an intra-university round, where 
teams from 21 universities will compete within 
their institutions. 

The top-performing teams will then advance to 
the national rounds, including the quarter-finals, 
semi-finals, and the grand finale.

The competition provides an opportunity for 
students to apply theoretical knowledge to real-
world business challenges, develop practical skills, 
and engage with industry leaders. 

Furthermore, it offers a prestigious platform for 
students to represent Bangladesh in the regional 
round, showcasing some of the country’s brightest 
talent on an international stage.

Participants will also benefit from a series of 
training workshops led by industry practitioners 
and academics, designed to enhance their 
problem-solving and presentation skills.

The competition offers rewards for the winning 
teams: the champion team will receive Tk 2 lakh, 
the first runner-up will receive Tk 1 lakh, and the 
second runner-up will receive Tk 50,000.

After the national rounds, the national 
champion will proceed to the Asia Pacific Regional 
Competition, where they will compete against 
teams from over 20 countries, representing 
Bangladesh on a global stage.

Undergraduate students from the same 
university are required to form a group of four 
team members and register under their respective 
university clubs. 

Each university can have a maximum of four 
teams in the competition.

PRICES OF KEY ESSENTIALS 
IN DHAKA CITY

Fine rice (kg)

Coarse rice (kg)

Loose flour (kg)

Lentil (kg)

Soybean (litre)

Potato (kg)

Onion (kg)

Egg (4 pcs)

PRICE 
(FEB 5, 
2025)

Tk 70-Tk 85

Tk 52-Tk 56

Tk 40-Tk 45

Tk 105-Tk 110

Tk 175-Tk 176

Tk 20-Tk 30

Tk 45-Tk 55

Tk 44-Tk 47

% CHANGES 
FROM A 

MONTH AGO 

-2.52

2.86

0

0

6.69

-47.37

-25.93

-7.14

% CHANGE 
FROM A 

YEAR AGO

13.14

8.00

-13.27

0

8.67

-33.33

-45.95

-2.15

SOURCE: TCB

Md Khorshed Alam, chief operating officer of AkijBashir Group, speaks at a press 
conference of the “Akij Tableware Art of Plating” at a hotel in the capital on 
Tuesday.

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Akij Tableware has announced the return 
of the food plating reality show, Akij 
Tableware Art of Plating, with the launch 
of its highly anticipated season-2. 

The new season follows the 
overwhelming success and widespread 
audience acclaim of its inaugural season, 
promising even more creativity and 
culinary excellence. Participants are 
required to submit photos of their best 
food plating through the official website.

A panel of experienced and renowned 
chefs will select the top 30 contestants 
based on their creativity and skills from 
the hopeful participants, providing them 
with the opportunity to showcase their 
talents on national television.

Md Khorshed Alam, chief operating 
officer of AkijBashir Group, spoke to all at 
a press conference at a hotel in the capital 
on Tuesday, according to a press release.

Commenting on the initiative, Alam 
said, “After receiving an enthusiastic 
response in season one, we have 

expanded this season to encompass a 
broader audience, uniting plating artists 
from all corners of Bangladesh.”

“Our goal is to present the unique 
culture and storytelling embedded in 
food plating art to the world and enrich 
this creative field,” he added.

The show aims to discover the nation’s 
most talented food plating artist, with 
the winner taking home a prize of Tk 
10 lakh. In addition to the prize, the 
competition offers substantial rewards 
for the runners-up.

The first runner-up will receive Tk 5 
lakh, while the second runner-up will be 
awarded Tk 3 lakh.

Furthermore, the top 30 contestants 
will be honoured with a variety of prizes, 
including crests, certificates, culinary 
courses, and exclusive dinner sets from 
Akij Tableware, culminating in a total 
prize pool of Tk 20 lakh.

The reality show will be broadcast on 
NTV, Channel i, and Deepto Television, 
with availability on the popular OTT 
platform Chorki.

Akij Tableware’s food plating reality  
show back for season 2
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Southeast Bank provides 
financial aid to Sher-e-Bangla 

Agricultural University
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Southeast Bank PLC recently provided 
financial support worth Tk 49.65 lakh 
to Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural University 
for conducting research activities under 
its special corporate social responsibility 
(CSR) fund.

Nuruddin Md Sadeque Hossain, 
managing director of the bank, handed 
over the cheque for financial assistance to 
Prof Md Abdul Latif, vice-chancellor of the 
university, at a function at the bank’s head 
office in Dhaka, according to a press release.

Prof Md Arfan Ali, department of 
horticulture and proctor of the university; 
Mirza Hasanuzzaman, department of 
agronomy and principal investigator of the 

project; and Anisur Rahman, department 
of agronomy and co-researcher of the 
project, were present.

Abidur Rahman Chowdhury, deputy 
managing director of the bank, and Md 
Musfiqur Rahman, vice-president and head 
of the CSR division, attended the event.

Southeast Bank had earlier provided 
similar financial assistance to Bangladesh 
Agricultural University, Mymensingh; 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
Agricultural University, Gazipur; 
Chattogram Veterinary and Animal 
Sciences University, Chattogram; Sylhet 
Agricultural University; Habiganj 
Agricultural University; and Hajee 
Mohammad Danesh Science and 
Technology University.

Prof Md Abdul Latif, vice-chancellor of Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural University, 
receives a cheque worth Tk 49.65 lakh from Nuruddin Md Sadeque Hossain, 
managing director of Southeast Bank, at a function at the bank’s head office in 
Dhaka recently. PHOTO: SOUTHEAST BANK

Premier Bank opens relocated 
Kadamtali branch
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Premier Bank PLC recently opened a 
relocated Kadamtali branch at Raja 
Super Market in the Double Mooring 
thana of Chattogram.

Mohammad Abu Jafar, managing 
director and CEO of the bank, 
inaugurated the branch, as the chief 
guest, according to a press release.

The bank also launched a Chuna 
Factory sub-branch at SKF Centre on PC 

Road at Noya Bazar in Pahartoli, as well 
as the Agrabad ATM booth in the port 
city.

Syed Nowsher Ali and Shamsuddin 
Choudhury, additional managing 
directors of the bank; and Sayed Abul 
Hashem, deputy managing director and 
chief financial officer, attended the event 
as special guests.

Other top officials of the bank, 
along with local businesspeople and 
dignitaries, were also present.

Mohammad Abu Jafar, managing director and CEO of Premier Bank, inaugurates 
the relocated Kadamtali branch at Raja Super Market in Double Mooring area of 
Chattogram recently.  PHOTO: PREMIER BANK


