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Dr AR 
Mallick’s 
death anniv 
observed
CITY DESK

The 28th 
d e a t h 
anniversary 
of Dr AR 
Mallick, an 
eminent educationist and 
the first technocrat finance 
minister of the country, 
was observed yesterday, 
said a press release.

To mark the occasion, 
various programmes were 
held.

Dr Mallick was a 
professor at the University 
of Pennsylvania, USA, in 
the early 1960s and the 
founding vice-chancellor 
of Chittagong University.

He served as the 
president of the Liberation 
Council of Intelligentsia 
in 1971, the first education 
secretary, the first high 
commissioner to India, and 
was also elected chairman 
of the Asian Development 
Bank.

Dr AR Mallick Lecture 
Halls were inaugurated 
at Dhaka University, 
Jahangirnagar University, 
and Rajshahi University.

Dr Mallick began his 
academic and professional 
career in the Department 
of History in 1941.

He was the first emeritus 
professor at Jahangirnagar 
University.

His publications include 
“British Policy and the 
Muslims in Bengal” and 
“Amar Jibon Kotha O 
Bangladesher Mukti 
Sangram”.   Bangla 
Academy has published 
“Dr AR Mallick Sharak 
Grontho” comprising 
articles by renowned 
personalities from home 
and abroad, along with 
50 commemorative 
photographs and texts of 
his speeches.

MRT-6 extension 
unlikely this year
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as of January, and 
authorities aim to finish 
the line and Kamalapur 
station by April, shows 
document. 

The revised project 
deadline is December, 
but meeting it will 
be challenging, said 
Mohammed Abdur Rouf, 
managing director of 
Dhaka Mass Transit 
Company Ltd (DMTCL), 
the implementing and 
operating agency.

He said discussions 
are ongoing with 
contractors working on 
the Uttara-Motijheel 
section to take on the 
additional tasks, but 
they are demanding 
more money than 
allocated in the revised 
development project 
proposal (DPP).

Once a contract is 
signed, the contractor will 
need eight to ten months to 
complete the work, he said.

SERVICE EXPANSION 

PLAN

Rouf said rising passenger 
numbers have prompted 
plans to expand services. 

Currently, metro trains 
operate from 3:00pm on 
Fridays, and efforts are 
underway to introduce 
morning services. 

They are also conducting 
surveys to assess the 
feasibility of increasing trip 
frequency, he said. 

On average, 3.5 lakh 
people use the metro 
daily. This Monday, 
3,82,088 passengers were 
transported, the highest in 
a single day, surpassing the 
previous record of 3,81,055 
on January 23, he said.

Rouf also said in the 
2023-24 fiscal year, metro 
ticket sales generated Tk 
243.09 crore. 

DMTCL top officials 
and RRR leaders attended 
the meeting. Earlier, RRR 
members visited the metro 
workshop and other facilities.

Reforms to be recommended
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investigation service; 
constitutional amendment 
related to the judiciary; 
organisational structure 
of subordinate courts; 
financial independence 
of the judiciary; use of 
information technology 
in judicial proceedings; 
reducing harassment of 
litigants; prevention of 
corruption in the judiciary; 
legal aid programme; 
alternative dispute 
resolution and reduction of 
case backlog. 

Earlier, the commission 
sent two summary reports 
to Adviser Syeda Rizwana 
Hasan, who is coordinating 
all the reform commissions, 
with the recommendations 
for decentralisation and 
expansion of the judiciary 
by establishing permanent 
High Court benches at every 
divisional city and civil and 
criminal courts at upazilas.

Barrister Tanim Hussain 
Shawon, a member of 
the Judiciary Reform 
Commission, said the 
commission has held 

29 meetings among 
themselves and 37 meetings 
with the stakeholders for 
preparing the report.

Around 15,000 people, 
including lawyers, judges 
and others gave their 
views on reforms to the 
commission so far, he added.

The eight-member 
Judiciary Reform 
Commission was formed 
on October 3 last year with 
former Appellate Division 
judge Justice Shah Abu 
Nayeem Mominur Rahman 
as its chief.

Ensure safety
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“Girls are increasingly 
vulnerable to sexual 
harassment and violence. 
Incidents of this nature 
are reported regularly, 
yet perpetrators often 
go unpunished,” said 
MJF Executive Director 
Shaheen Anam. 

“Out of fear of 
retaliation, many girls 
suffer in silence, as they 
lack a safe space to voice 
their distress,” she added.

Quoting news reports in 
the media, MJF mentioned 
that an eighth-grade 
student was abducted on 
January 16, subsequently 
gang-raped and murdered, 
with her body discovered 
in the Hatirjheel area on 
February 2. 

Following the incident, 
two suspects were 
apprehended in connection 
with the crime, it added.

Shaheen Anam also 
highlighted the need 
for measures to protect 
young girls and expressed 
dissatisfaction over 
the lack of effective 
coordination to ensure 
their safety.

The majority of rape 
victims are aged between 
7 and 14, including 
street children, children 
with disabilities, ethnic 
minorities, and child 
domestic workers, the MJF 
statement added.

MJF urgently called 
upon authorities to 
prioritise this critical issue 
and implement necessary 
measures, including the 
strict enforcement of laws, 
widespread awareness 
campaigns for parents 
and teachers about child 
protection, community 
mobilisation against 
violence, and effective 
collaboration between 
government agencies, 
NGOs, and community 
members.

Saad followers
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first, then we will sit with 
the government and ask 
why we will not be able to 
hold Ijtema from next year.”

The home ministry 
notification also said Saad 
followers must vacate the 
ground after Maghrib 
prayers on February 
18. The ground will be 
then handed over to the 
followers of the Shura-e-
Nizam (Maulana Zubair), 
on February 20.

Meanwhile, the 
notification said followers 
of Zubair, who are now 
holding the second session 
of the first phase of six-day 
Ijtema, will have to hand 
over the Ijtema ground 
to the administration 
following the Maghrib 
prayers tomorrow.

The first session began 
on January 31 and ended 
on February 2 with the 
Akheri Munajat. The 
Akheri Munajat for the 
second session will take 
place today.

Enam Ahmed
FROM PAGE 3

He joined the Civil Service of 
Pakistan in 1960 and served 
as deputy commissioner of 
Khulna and Jashore before 
1971. After independence, 
he held key positions, 
including the posts of joint 
secretary to the industries 
and commerce ministry 
and director general of the 
Export Promotion Bureau.

Between 1975 and 1981, 
he was the economic 
minister at Bangladesh 
High Commission in 
London. Later, he worked 
as a UN official in Bangkok 
and served as secretary of 
the Economic Relations 
Division and shipping 
ministry. 

He was also elected 
president of the 
International Maritime 
Organization.

Chaudhury was a 
vice president of the 
Islamic Development 
Bank from 1993 to 1998. 
From 2001 to 2006, he 
served as chairman of the 
Privatization Commission 
under the BNP-led 
government, holding the 
rank of a state minister.
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