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Degrees That Deliver

Your Ticket to a Thriving Career

MIFTAHUL JANNAT

In a rapidly evolving job market, choosing the right
degree can make or break your career. With over
half a million graduates entering the workforce
every year, Bangladesh’s education system faces
a major challenge: equipping students with skills
that are in high demand. While public universities
may have a long-standing reputation, private
universities in Bangladesh have also emerged as
key players in preparing students for success.

The Changing Landscape of Higher Education
Theglobaljobmarketis evolving ata pace that many
traditional degree programs cannot keep up with.
Fields such as technology, business, and healthcare
are booming, creating an insatiable demand for
graduates who possess cutting-edge skills. In
response, private universities in Bangladesh have
stepped up, offering innovative programs designed
to meet the needs of the modern workforce. By
focusing on industry trends and career-readiness,
these institutions are ensuring that their graduates
are not only employable but also competitive on
the global stage.

“Weregularly update our curricula with industry
input and prepare students through workshops,
mock interviews, career fairs, and skill programs.
Our strategic industry partnerships, internships,
and projects offer hands-on experience and real-
world exposure,” mentioned Prof. M. Tamim, Vice
Chancellor, Independent University, Bangladesh.

What Makes Private Universities Stand Out?
Private universities in Bangladesh have set
themselves apart by emphasising industry-specific
skills, practical training, and employability. Modern
labs, libraries, and research centers enhance
learning, while collaborations with corporations
provide real-world exposure through internships,
projects, and networking. This ensures graduates
are both academically strong and equipped with
the practical skills employers seek.

Regarding this, Mohammad Omar Faraque,
Director (In-charge), Outreach & Public Relations
Department, State University of Bangladesh
mentioned, “We collaborate with industry leaders
and HR professionals to tailor our courses to job
market demands, ensuring graduates are career-
ready. Our workshops cover CV writing, interview
skills, and career strategies, featuring top CEOs
and experts who share insights on navigating and
succeeding in a competitive job market.”

Moreover, the global exposure offered through
exchange programs and internships abroad further
enhances students’ job prospects. This blend of
academic rigor and industry exposure makes
private universities a top choice for those looking
to make a mark on the international stage. “The
global trends in the subjects are very important
factors which are carefully monitored and taken
into account while updating the course syllabus of
different subjects,” added Prof. Saiful Islam, Vice-
Chancellor, American International University-
Bangladesh.

In-Demand Degrees and Where to Find Them
Engineering

The tech industry is exploding worldwide, and
Bangladesh is no exception. The demand for
professionals in fields such as artificial intelligence
(Al), cybersecurity, and software development is
higher than ever. As companies and organisations
around the world continue to generate vast
amounts of data, the need for data scientists and
analysts is surging. These degrees provide the
skills necessary to interpret complex data sets and
extract valuable insights, making it a goldmine for
job seekers.

“The Computer Science and Engineering (CSE)
program focuses on cutting-edge areas such as
artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, and data
science. By aligning curriculum with industry
trends and emerging technologies, IUBAT ensures
graduates are not only employable but also capable
of driving innovation in their respective fields,”
added Prof. Abdur Rab, Vice-Chancellor, IUBAT.

Engineering programs including electrical
and electronic engineering (EEE), computer
science, mechanical and industrial engineering
offer students the tools to thrive in this digital
age. “Our programs are designed to incorporate
technologies associated with Industry 4.0, and we
are transitioning swiftly into Industry 5.0. We offer
cutting-edge programs in Artificial Intelligence,
Machine  Learning, Data Analytics, and

Cybersecurity. In addition to basic law degrees, we
provide specialised master’s programs in areas like
law and the environment or law and cybersecurity—
fields gaining significant importance today,”
commented Prof. Shams Rahman, Vice Chancellor,
East West University

Business and Finance

The business world is always looking for the
next generation of leaders, innovators, and
entrepreneurs. With the rise of fintech, corporate
leadership, and the start-up culture, degrees in
Business Administration are more valuable than
ever. Kazi Tareq Ullah, Dean (Acting), School
of Business Administration, Uttara University
remarked, “Our business school offers a unique
Professional Skill Enhancement (PSE) course,
mandatory for graduates to develop market-driven
skills. With 30% of business students interested in
entrepreneurship, we design specialised courses
and collaborate with institutions like the Global
Entrepreneurship Network to create opportunities
and foster their entrepreneurial growth.”

From finance to marketing to operations, BBA
and MBA programs prepare students for diverse
roles across sectors. “Our business programs in
accounting, marketing, finance, supply chain
management, and MIS are highly marketable.
With hands-on training, our engineering and
business graduates gain a
competitive edge, securing
opportunities in top
companies with
strong employability
and career /
resilience,” /
highlighted |
Jahid Hasan, |
Deputy Director |
& Head (Acting) |
of  Admission,
Promotion &
PR, Presidency
University. \

Textile and Fashion
Bangladesh’s position
as one of the world’s

largest garment exporters
makes Textile Engineering a highly
relevant field of study. Universities offer courses in
textile production, garment manufacturing, and
fashion technology. With a significant shortage
of skilled professionals in areas like processing,
industrial engineering, merchandising, quality
control, and sustainability, graduates from these
courses easily secure impactful careers.

Dr. Engineer Ayub Nabi Khan, Acting Vice
Chancellor, BGMEA University of Fashion &
Technology said, “Our university offers industry-
aligned programs in textile engineering, supply
chain management, fashion, and industrial
engineering, ensuring high employability. As the
first in Bangladesh to introduce a CSR-focused
curriculum, we emphasise sustainability. With a
90%+ employability rate, our graduates secure
opportunities worldwide.”

Law, Agriculture and Social Sciences

Legal education remains a prominent field,
with private universities offering Bachelor of
Laws (LLB) and Master of Laws (LLM) programs.
Students learn about corporate law, human rights,
constitutional law, and international law, which
are essential for careers in both public and private
sectors. Expansion of corporate sectors requires
legal professionals for compliance and regulatory
needs.

“We offer rigorous law programs and a
significant number of students in the Bar Council
are from our university. Recently, many of those
who qualified for the Bar Council were our students.
With their seniors already established in the
council, they benefit from guidance and support,
enhancing their professional development,” stated
Mohammad Omar Faraque from State University
of Bangladesh.

Additionally, studying agriculture and social
sciences subjects like economics, sociology,
political science, provides a deep understanding of
society, governance, and sustainable development.
Agriculture,in particular, plays a crucial role
in food security and rural
development, making I~
it essential for A S
addressing r

PERCENTAGE OF GRADUATE STUDENTS FROM PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES AT

DIFFERENT DEGREE LEVELS IN THE LAST 5 YEARS

DEGREE LEVEL

Undergraduate (Pass), Undergraduate (Honours) & Post-graduate

Undergraduate (Honours) (Vocational & Technical)

Passing

Post-graduate (Vocational & Technical)
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global challenges. “Our Bachelor of
Science in Agriculture (BSAg) program
emphasises  sustainable agricultural
practices and modern technology
to prepare students for challenges
in food security and environmental
conservation,” commented Prof. Abdur
Rab from [UBAT.

These disciplines equip students
with analytical, policy-making, and
problem-solving skills, preparing them
for impactful careers in research, public
service, and industry. With growing
concerns over climate change, resource
management, and social inequalities,
social sciences offer the knowledge
and tools needed to create sustainable
solutions and drive meaningful change
in both local and global contexts.

Prof. Shams Rahman, Vice Chancellor,
East West University mentioned, “Our
Economics Department offers specialised
programs, including Environment and
Climate Change, to address pressing
global challenges. These programs
equip students with the knowledge and
skills needed to analyse environmental
policies, sustainability strategies, and
economic impacts of climate change.”

What Students Should Consider
Beyond Job Titles — Choosing a degree

Percentage
(%)

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
72.29 6171 64.05 54.81 56.27

26.69 36.48 34.90 43.26 41.50
102 181 105 193 223

p

SOURCE: UGC 49TH ANNUAL REPORT, 2022

is not just about a future job; it is about
long-term growth. Considering faculty

expertise, university reputation, and
career support ensures long-term
success.

Financial Aid Matters - Many

private universities offer scholarships
and funding options, making quality
education more accessible and reducing
financial strain.

Future-Proof Your Career — Fields like
Al cybersecurity, entrepreneurship
and sustainability are growing rapidly;
choosing programs in these areas can
provide a competitive edge.

Think Global - A degree from a
reputed institution can open doors to
opportunities both in Bangladesh and
abroad.

Strategic Decision-Making — The right
choice today can define your career path,
so invest in a program that aligns with
your ambitions.

Private universities in Bangladesh
are evolving to meet market demands,
aligning curriculum with emerging
trends. By bridging academia and
industry, these universities are shaping
a workforce ready to thrive in the job
market.
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