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Ex-minister 
Nuruzzaman 
held in 
Rangpur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Dinajpur

Rangpur Metropolitan 
Police yesterday arrested 
former social welfare 
minister Nuruzzaman 
Ahmed.

He was arrested from 
his relative’s house in 
Rangpur’s Post Office lane 
area around 8:30pm, said 
RMP Commissioner Md 
Majid Ali.

Ahmed faces multiple 
charges, including assault, 
murder, and attempt to 
murder during the Anti-
discrimination Student 
Movement, he said. 

Poilce said Nuruzzaman, 
along with his son and 128 
others, has been named in 
a case filed over the death 
of Mahamudul Hasan 
Munna in Rangpur.

 Munna’s father filed 
the case with Rangpur 
Metropolitan Magistrate 
Court on August 29 last 
year. 

Ex-AL MP 
Mizanur gets 
8 years in jail
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday 
sentenced former Awami 
League lawmaker from 
Khulna-2 constituency 
Mizanur Rahman to eight 
years in jail in a case filed 
over amassing wealth worth 
Tk 1.44 crore illegally and 
concealing wealth statement 
of Tk 20 lakh to the Anti-
Corruption Commission.

Judge Mohammad Abu 
Taher of Dhaka Special 
Judge’s Court-3 handed 
down the sentence in his 
presence at the courtroom.

Mizanur was sentenced 
to five years for acquiring 
illegal wealth while three 
years for concealing wealth 
statement to the ACC.

The judge also ordered to 
confiscate Tk 1,44,50,989 
earned through illegal 
means in favour of the state.
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Man killed 
by nephew
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Dinajpur

A man has been killed 
allegedly by his nephew 
following land dispute in 
Joypurhat’s Panchbibi 
upazila, police said.

The deceased -- 
Saidur Rahman, 60 -- 
was from Joyhar village.

Locals said Saidur 
had a longstanding 
dispute with his brother 
Shahidul Islam over land.

On Wednesday, 
Shahidul’s nephew 
Zainal, 30, struck Saidur 
with a sharp weapon 
during an altercation 
between the two families.

Saidur died at 
Shaheed Zia Medical 
College Hospital, 
Bogura, said Kawsar 
Ali, officer-in-charge of 
Panchbibi Police Station.

2 killed, one 
hurt in clash 
at Meghna 
sand quarry
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Munshiganj

Two people were shot 
dead and one was 
injured in a clash at 
a sand quarry on the 
Meghna river, in the 
bordering area between 
Munshiganj and 
Chandpur yesterday. 

The deceased are 
Russell, 30, and Rifat, 
29. The injured is Ayub 
Ali, 35. The incident took 
place around 7:30pm.

Munshiganj Addi-
tional Superintendent 
of Police Mohammad 
Billah Hossain said, 
“Initially, we learned that 
a gunfight took place 
between two groups.” 

The injured, Ayub 
Ali, said, “Six of us 
went to extract sand 
from the Meghna. 
Suddenly, around 15-16 
people came in several 
speedboats and fired 
on us. As a result, two 
people were killed, and I 
was shot in the leg.”

Munshiganj SP  
Mohammad Shamsul 
Alam Sarkar said, “The 
incident took place on 
the river, and the river 
police will be able to 
provide further details.”

River Police SP Syed 
Mushfiqur Rahman 
said the clash broke 
out between locals and 
illegal sand lifters. “We 
are looking into the 
matter.”

Rabeya, a day labourer, unloads coal from a cargo ship using jute baskets. She has been working in this 
profession for 18 years and is able to unload 150-180 baskets of coal a day. The workers earn Tk 4 per basket. 
The photo was taken at the Rupsha Koyla Ghat in Khulna yesterday. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Ketab Ali Howlader, 72, a day-
labourer from Sreerampur union in 
Patuakhali’s Dumki upazila, found 
himself in a legal battle when his 
niece Helena Begum who forcibly 
occupied seven decimals of his land 
and built three tin-shed houses on it.

Despite intervention from local 
influentials, when Helena refused 
to vacate the land, Ketab filed a civil 
case with Sreerampur Union Village 
Court, paying a fee of Tk 20 in May 
last year. 

Following village court 
procedures, a panel comprising the 
union parishad chairman and two 
representatives from each party, 
ruled in favour of Ketab Ali in July 
2024, ordering Helena to return the 
occupied land and remove the illegal 
structures. Subsequently, Helena 
Begum complied with the ruling.

“Had I taken this case to a higher 
court, it would have cost me a lot 
more and taken at least 10 years to 
resolve. Now we are living peacefully 
without any conflict,” said Ketab.

Meanwhile, Setara Begum, 
60, and her husband Mokbul 
Hossain, 70, of Dalbhanga village 

under Barguna Sadar upazila, 
had entrusted Tk 25,000 to their 
neighbour Monir Hossain, hoping 
for it to be returned with benefits. 
However, Monir refused to return 
the money, thereby leading to a 
financial dispute.

After filing a case with Dhaluya 
Union Village Court in July last year, 
Setara won the dispute within seven 
days as the court ordered Monir to 
return the full amount.

Cases like these highlight how 
marginalised and impoverished 
individuals benefit from village 
courts, which have been resolving 
minor disputes efficiently and 
affordably.

The Village Court Activation 
Project in Bangladesh is being 
implemented under the Ministry 
of Local Government, Rural 

Development and Co-operatives 
to provide easy legal assistance to 
marginalised communities.

According to Rakibul Islam, 
district manager of the project, a 
total 77 village courts in Patuakhali 
settled 2,141 cases and collected Tk 
33 lakh in fines between February 
and December in 2024. 

In Barguna, a total 42 village 
courts resolved 1,025 cases and 
collected Tk 1.62 crore in fines 
during this time, he informed.

The number of resolved cases was 
1,200 and 500 in Patuakhali and 
Barguna in 2023, respectively.

“Village courts sit on designated 
days of the week, where complainants 
and defendants present their 
cases, similar to formal courts. The 
union parishad chairman oversees 
the proceedings, with parishad 
members representing both 
parties,” Rakibul explained.

Abu Hasnat Mohammad 
Arefin, deputy commissioner of 
Patuakhali, said, “Under the project, 
marginalised communities are now 
being able to resolve minor disputes 
conveniently and affordably, 
avoiding the long and costly legal 
procedures of formal courts.”

VILLAGE COURTS IN PATUAKHALI, BARGUNA

Over 3,000 cases 
settled in 2024

UNB, Dhaka

Foreign Secretary Md Jashim Uddin yesterday 
expressed concern over the challenges Bangladesh 
has been facing since hosting the Rohingyas and 
the declining funds from international donors.

He hoped that the upcoming high-level 
conference on the situation of Rohingyas and 
other minorities in Myanmar will draw global 
attention and garner support for assisting this 
distressed community.

The issues were discussed when UNHCR Regional 
Director for Asia and the Pacific Hai Kyung Jun met 
him at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

She briefed the foreign secretary about the 
ongoing humanitarian support the UNHCR is 
providing.

The foreign secretary reiterated Foreign Affairs 
Adviser Md Touhid Hossain’s call for a sustainable 
solution for the Rohingya crisis made at the six-
nation consultation held in Bangkok recently.

Dhaka concerned 
over dwindling 
funds for Rohingyas

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

The annual sports final and award giving 
programme of Modhupur Hazi Aujel Ali High 
School in Pabna’s Sujanagar upazila was stopped 
after a mob attacked and vandalised the venue 
yesterday morning.

“We were preparing to begin the day-long event 
when some 8-10 people, most of them young, 
entered the school premises and damaged the 
decorations and also removed the banners,” said 
Md Abdul Mozid, headmaster of the school.

“Teachers and the students became worried after 
the sudden attack, so we postponed programme 
after informing higher authorities,” he also said.

School event 
stopped after 
attack in Pabna
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