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POST-AUGUST MEDIA LANDSCAPE

Allegiance shitts, so
do faces at the helm

TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

Bangladesh’s media industry has seen some major shake-ups, with more
than two dozen outlets shuflling leadership positions following the July
mass uprising last year.

Editors in at least eight newspapers and heads of news in 11 private
television channels have been either dismissed or “forced to resign”,
while some left their jobs.

Key positions such as executive editor, chief news editor, and news
editor in around a dozen houses also saw changes.

These positions have been largely filled by individuals affiliated with
BNP and Jamaat-leaning journalist associations, leaders of various
other journalist associations, or reporters who covered BNP and Jamaat
beats for a considerable period.

Mostly, media owners who had strong ties to the now-deposed Awami
League government made those changes in the aftermath of August 5.

The Daily Star has learned this after speaking with over 30 journalists,
including some who have lost their jobs. They, however, would not
comment on the record for fear of reprisal.

Many of the dismissed senior journalists, accused of having ties to
the previous regime or benefiting from its patronage, are facing lawsuits

neither helped anyone nor

GG intervened in changing

the ownership or leadership in any
privately owned media houses.

Information Adviser Nahid Islam

The interim government

over Kkillings during the student-led mass uprising that ousted the
Sheikh Hasina government. They are now living in seclusion.

The authorities concerned are also investigating their bank accounts.

Contacted, Information Adviser Nahid Islam yesterday said the
interim government neither helped anyone nor intervened in changing
the ownership or leadership in any privately owned media houses.

“The government only brought changes in the state-run news
organisations following due procedure,” he told The Daily Star.

Private news organisations might have changed their leadership on
their own, he added.

The media reform commission, which is looking into these issues,
and the government will act, if necessary, and if the commission gives
any proposal in this regard, he said.

Besides, the government did not receive any allegations from any
media, he said adding they will take steps if they receive any allegations

SEE PAGE 2 COL1

Thousands of tents have been pitched on the Tongi ljtema ground on the bank of the Turag as devotees from home and abroad
start gathering there to join the first phase of the Biswa ljtema, one of the largest congregations of Muslims, that begins today.
The photo was taken around 1:00pm yesterday.

Dhaka must focus on
people-centric foreign ties

Speakers say at O%iar discussion on geopolitics

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Yunus’ reform
agenda must
have full EU
support: ICG

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
The EU should put its full
support behind the interim
government’s reform
agenda as its opponents
attempt to derail its efforts
or push for early elections,
said the International
Crisis Group in its latest
report on Bangladesh.

“In the wake of Hasina’s
fall from power, Bangladesh
has a rare opportunity (o
reshapeits national political
system and render it more
inclusive and accountable,”
it said in the report titled
“Bangladesh: The Dilemmas
of a Democratic Transition”,

which  was  published
yesterday.
International  backing

-- rhetorical, technical and
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IMF pushing for 15pc
VAT on 213 goods

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

The International Monetary Fund has set a prior condition
for introducing a full 15 percent statutory VAT rate on 213

discussion titled “Bangladesh at Geopolitical
& p products before placing the $645 million loan proposal

Forelgn policy and trade experts have stressed
that Bangladesh must address its economic and
political governance issues to maintain foreign
relations based on mutual respect and benefits.

They pointed out that the July

reflected the people’s desire for equality and
dignity, urging that it is time to correct past
mistakes when relations with some countries

served the interests of cronies instead
people-centric.
The observations were made at
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Students of Titumir College block the Mohakhali-Gulshan road, demanding that the institution be recognised as
a university in its own right. The students took to the street in the morning and stayed there late into the night,
causing tailbacks in many areas. The college, established in 1968, currently functions under Dhaka University.

#BUSINESS

Barishal
tops poverty
rankings

Bangladesh’s poverty

map has changed as

Barishal now has the
highest percentage
of people living in
poverty among all
the eight divisions,

according to the

national statistical

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Commuters suffered for hours as
students of Government Titumir College
kept the capital’'s Mohakhali-Gulshan
road blocked for almost the entire day
yesterday demanding that the college be

agency. . Lo
Farlier recognised as a university.
’ The demonstrators blocked both
. qorthwestern sides of the road around 11:00am, and as
division Rangpur was of the filing of this report near midnight,
the pOOI‘GSt lelSlOIl. [hey were Stlll [here_
Economists Soon after they took to the street,
think increasing tailbacks spread to Banani, Gulshan,
climate vulnerability Airport Road, Pragati Sarani, Dhaka

Elevated  Expressway, and
neighbourhoods.

Office-goers, patients, and parents

is redrawing the many

poverty map.

At the district . . .
. with children remained stranded on the
level, Madaripur has . ) .
he hich o roads for hours. Many abandoned their
the highest poverty vehicles and walked to their destinations.

rate, while Noakhali

Arjit Chandra Barman, who was
has the lowest rate.

walking near Mohakhali, carrying his
two-year-old in the afternoon, said “We
decided to leave the bus and walk home

STORY ON B1

People sufler for hours
as Titumir students
block city road

They demand recognition of college as university

to Agargaon. It’s heartbreaking to see
our child suffer.”

Shafiul Alam, a commuter with a
broken arm in a cast, also had no choice
but to walk home to Mirpur after waiting
in vain for over 30 minutes.

“Why do we have to pay the price?
What have thousands of us done to
deserve this?” he asked.

Driver of a BRTC bus on Mohakhali-
Gulshan road said his passengers left on
foot, and he had to return them their
money.

Jonaed Jahedi, assistant
commissioner (Mohakhali) of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police, said as the traffic
was diverted to other streets, people
faced congestion.

After 5:00pm, when most people left
offices, the tailbacks kept getting longer,
he said.

On Wednesday afternoon, five
students of Titumir College began a
hunger strike, demanding that the

SEE PAGE 7 COL 7

Crossroads,” organised by The Daily Star at its
Dhaka office yesterday.

Speakers noted that while geopolitical
conflicts are rising globally, the interim
government, which is working on reforms, must
reassess its foreign policy and recognise the
ministries responsible for efficiently handling
Bangladesh'’s bilateral relations.

Former Ambassador Farooq Sobhan said, “I
think the most important issue at the moment
is fixing the economy. That’s of fundamental

SEE PAGE 7 COL 5

for the fourth tranche to its executive board.

The loan proposal could be placed in the IMF board
meeting in the second week of March.

In keeping with the prior action, the National Board of
Revenue this month hiked the value-added tax on nearly
100 goods and services but later excluded some of the
goods amid severe criticism.

The IMF has asked for a VAT rate hike on nearly double
the number of goods and services that the NBR had
initially increased, Finance Adviser Salehuddin Ahmed
told The Daily Star on Monday.

uprising

of being

a panel SEE PAGE 7 COL 5
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