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Fuel transport 
resumes in 14 
districts
Tank lorry workers 
withdraw strike
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Fuel transportation from the Padma, 
Meghna, and Jamuna depots in 14 
districts, including Khulna, Bagerhat, and 
Jashore, resumed yesterday after tank lorry 
workers called off their strike following 
assurances from the administration.

Fuel transportation had been 
suspended for three days after the 
workers began work abstention on 
Sunday in protest against the arrest of 
Ali Azim, general secretary of the Khulna 
Divisional Tank Lorry Workers’ Union.

Workers said police arrested Azim on 
Sunday in a case filed over vandalism of 
the BNP office in Khulna’s Khalishpur 
ward 7. Following his arrest, workers 
demanded his immediate release and 
started work abstention.

Mohammad Mosharaf Hossain, vice 
president of Khulna Divisional Tank Lorry 
Workers’ Union, said, “The administration 
has assured us of necessary assistance in 
securing bail for our arrested leader.”

Mir Moksed Ali, president of the 
Padma, Meghna, and Jamuna Tanker 
Workers Welfare Association, also 
confirmed the withdrawal of the strike.

Kashem Morol, a tank lorry driver 
from Meherpur Sadar who came to fetch 
oil from Jamuna oil depot on Monday, 
said he was finally able to do so after 
waiting there for two days.

A crowd gathers to purchase products at reduced prices from this OMS Truck in the Nilkhet area yesterday. The 
service allows them to purchase rice at Tk 30 per kg and flour at Tk 28 per kg, providing some financial relief to 
those struggling amid turbulent economic times. PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

SUSHANTA GHOSH, Barishal

Academic activities at Barishal 
University (BU) have been 
significantly disrupted due to 
an acute shortage of classrooms, 
hindering the smooth operation 
of academic schedules. 

Established over a decade ago, 
the university has been unable 
to open any new departments 
beyond the existing ones, largely 
due to an accommodation crisis.

BU began its journey on 
a temporary campus in 2011 
before relocating to its 50-acre 
permanent campus in Karnakati 
on January 24, 2012. However, 
little progress has been made in 
infrastructure development since 
the move.

At present, a single five-
storey building accommodates 
administrative offices, academic 
facilities, and six faculties 
comprising 25 departments.

According to BU sources, the 
university has only 36 classrooms 
for its 25 departments and 
approximately 10,000 students. 
Each year, around 1,440 new 
students are enrolled. Of 
the existing classrooms, 15 
departments have been verbally 
assigned a single classroom each, 

though the requirement is at least 
3-4 classrooms per department.

This shortage forces students 
from different departments to 
share classrooms, leading to 
confusion, delays, and frequent 
rescheduling or cancellation of 
regular classes.

The disrupted academic 
schedule has, in turn, increased 
the workload for teachers 
and caused session delays for 
students.

“When one batch is using 
a classroom, another has to 
wait outside for their turn. This 
makes it difficult for students to 
attend multiple classes in a day. 
Sometimes classes are divided 
between the academic and 
administrative buildings. The rise 
in student intake has worsened 
the situation, depriving us of a 
conducive learning environment,” 

BARISHAL UNIVERSITY

36 classrooms for 
10,000 students
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MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

Hundreds of farmers in Moulvibazar 
are facing uncertainty regarding 
the cultivation of Boro paddy this 
year due to a severe water shortage 
from the Manu River Irrigation 
Project.

The water crisis has become a 
recurring issue during every Boro 
season, leaving many farmers 
unable to prepare their paddy 
seedbeds.

Zahidur Rahman, a farmer from 
Baneshree village in Moulvibazar 
Sadar upazila, said, “My land once 
used to yield 20 maunds of paddy. 
Now I am in doubt whether I will 
be able to cultivate the land amid 

the alarming shortage of irrigation 
water.”

Sajjad Hossain, a farmer from 
Kandigaon village in the same 
upazila, echoed this concern.

Farmers in Rajnagar upazila are 
also experiencing similar struggles.

Farmer Miftaur Raman said 
the 105 kilometres of irrigation 
canals have become heavily silted, 
hindering water flow and making 
it difficult to distribute water for 
irrigation.

Many farmers said large swathes 
of agricultural land in the region 
could remain uncultivated this 
season unless immediate action 
is taken to dredge the canals and 
ensure an adequate water supply.

The Manu River Irrigation 
Project, launched in 1983, was 
designed to control floods, drain 
water, and provide irrigation for 
about 14,000 hectares of farmland 
in Moulvibazar Sadar and Rajnagar 
upazilas.

Jamal Mia, a farmer from 
Parashimail, said, “Every single 
day is critical for us ahead of the 
Boro season. If the saplings are not 
planted now, the cultivation will be 
severely affected. However, amid the 
shortage of water, farmers cannot 
just plant the saplings and watch 
those wither away.”

Contacted, Shamsuddin Ahmed, 
deputy director of the Department 

Water crisis hampers 
Boro cultivation
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2 killed, one 
hurt in van-
bike collision
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Dinajpur

Two people were 
killed and another 
was injured in a head-
on collision between 
their motorcycle and a 
covered-van Dinajpur 
yesterday.

The deceased are 
Shahinur Islam 30, and 
Sukhdeb Kumar Roy 42.

The accident occurred 
around 10:10am on the 
Parbatipur-Phulbari 
highway at Hajir Mor, 
said Parbatipur Model 
Police Station OC Chitta 
Ranjan Roy.

OC Chitta Ranjan 
said the covered-van 
driver was detained.


