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said Joynal Abedin, a 
student of the Department 
of Mass Communication 
and Journalism.

Rabbi Khan, a student of 
the Department of Public 
Administration, echoed 
him.

Bishon Krishna Saha, 
an associate professor 
in the Department of 
Mathematics, said even 
faculty members are forced 
to share office spaces with 
three to six colleagues.

The Registrar’s Office 
at BU said a proposal 
for infrastructural 
development was sent 
to the University Grants 
Commission (UGC) three 
years ago. However, it was 
returned with instructions 
to submit a revised 

proposal aligned with the 
university’s masterplan. 
Although the proposal was 
resubmitted, no progress 
has been made.

“We met with the 
education adviser last week 
to discuss the classroom 
crisis. He instructed us to 
submit a short-term, low-
budget proposal, assuring 
us of prompt action,” 
said Professor Mamun Ur 
Rashid, treasurer of BU.

Pro-VC Professor Dr 
Golam Rabbani said the 
university administration 
is preparing a proposal 
for the second phase 
of BU’s infrastructural 
development.“Although 
it is a time-consuming 
process, we are committed 
to resolving the issue as 
soon as possible,” he added.

Proposal for 73
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The proposed equipment 
includes -- 214 remote 
control fire water monitors, 
29 river ambulances, 133 
water bowsers, 14950 
personal detection devices, 
611 combined firefighting 
and rescue vehicles with 
railway drive systems, 19 
radiation protective suits, 
633 firefighting drones, 631 
crash tenders, 38 rescue 
airboats, and 75 Hazmat 
and decontamination 
vehicles.

According to the 
proposal, the department 
currently has 217 types of 
equipment, but most are in 
insufficient numbers. 

For instance, it has only 
15 turntable ladders (TLs) 
against a requirement of 
75, of which just five reach 
68 meters -- the tallest in its 

fleet. FSCD has requested 
106 TLs to meet demand.

A 2020 UNDP-sponsored 
study recommended 
expanding the fire service’s 
capabilities, including the 
creation of aviation and 
marine units, but no steps 
have been taken.

FSCD Director General 
Brig Gen Muhammad 
Jahed Kamal said as the 
FARSOW project was not 
included in the 2024-25 
ADP, they have sent a DPP 
with modifications for 
inclusion in the revised 
ADP.

Regarding equipment 
procurement, he said, 
“Since purchasing all the 
required equipment would 
cost over Tk 12,000 crore, 
the ministry has asked us 
to submit proposals for 
phased procurement.”

ACC seeks info
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in collusion with senior 
Rajuk officials, to allocate 
six plots of 10 kathas each 
in the Purbachal New Town 
Project to herself and other 

family members. 
The ACC has already filed 

six cases in this connection.
As part of this ongoing 

probe, the ACC has 
requested Rajuk to provide 

all relevant documents 
related to any allocation 
of plots or flats under any 
of Rajuk’s completed or 
ongoing projects to these 
13 individuals.

Water crisis hampers
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of Agricultural Extension in 
Moulvibazar, said, “We are 
confident of meeting the 
district’s rice production 
target of 192,510 tonnes 
across 62,100 hectares of 
land. However, resolving 
the water issue would 
enable farmers in haor 
areas to cultivate rice more 
effectively.” 

“We have written 
to the Bangladesh 
Water Development 
Board requesting canal 
excavation to support Boro 
cultivation in the region,” 
he added. 

Javed Iqbal, executive 
engineer of the Bangladesh 
Water Development Board 
in Moulvibazar, said silt 
has accumulated in several 
sections of the irrigation 
canals, while the banks 
have eroded and become 
elevated over time.

“From our annual 
operating budget, we 
will address the most 
critical areas. Meanwhile, 
a proposal for the 
comprehensive renovation 
and excavation of irrigation 
canals has been submitted 
and is currently under 
process,” he said.

Rights orgs, BFF
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against the Convention 
on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women 
(CEDAW),” it added.The 
organisations called on 
community leaders, civil 
society organisations, and 
policymakers to stand 
against regressive forces 
threatening women’s 
rights and progress.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh 
Football Federation (BFF) 
in a press statement said 
it disapproves of the 
vandalisation that took 
place centring women’s 
football matches. 

“Football is for 
everyone and women 
footballers have all the 
right to play sports. To 
create barriers in women’s 
sports is against the 
development of sports. 
The Bangladesh Football 
Federation believes that 
everyone must come 
forward to continue the 
participation of women in 
sports,” it said.

“We urge the authorities 
concerned to carry out a 
proper investigation and 
take necessary steps and 
ensure that no obstacles 
are created for women to 
play football.

New accreditation
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However, under the new 
policy, a committee 
comprising representatives 
from various organisations 
-- including journalists -- 
will make the final decision. 

If a journalist is denied 
accreditation, they will 
have the right to appeal. 
The appeal board will 
include representatives 
from different sectors, 
such as national newspaper 
editors and judges.

For district-level 
journalists, a system will 
be introduced to issue 
accreditation cards at the 
district level.

Azad further said 

instead of the previous two 
types of cards -- permanent 
and temporary -- a single 
accreditation card will be 
issued with a validity of 
three years.

Under the new policy, an 
accreditation card will not 
be cancelled solely because 
of a criminal case unless 
a final verdict is issued 
against the journalist. 

However, if a final charge 
sheet is filed, the committee 
may suspend the card.

Azad also said 
accreditation cards of 
167 journalists have 
been cancelled, but only 
seven have applied for 
reconsideration.

Execute sentences
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“Innocent women and 
children were unjustly 
dragged, tortured, and 
imprisoned in the quarter 
guard. We never imagined 
that people who were 
responsible for ensuring 
our security would betray 
us in this way,” she said.

“There is no scope to say 
the convicted mutineers 
were innocent,” she said, 

urging the government 
to implement the verdicts 
swiftly. “Justice must be 
served to remove this stain 
on the armed forces,” she 
added. 

The families 
denounced any attempts 
to question the fairness 
of the BDR court’s verdict 
and stressed that those 
convicted were directly 
involved.
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AKM Farooq 
passes away
STAR REPORT

A K M 
F a r o o q , 
a former 
d i p l o m a t 
a n d 
s e cre t a r y , 
passed away 
at the age of 80 on January 
27 at his daughter’s 
residence in California, 
USA, said a press release.

He is survived by his 
wife, three children, seven 
grandchildren, and many 
well-wishers who mourn 
his death.

Farooq was born 
on February 1, 1943, 
in Jhalakathi. After 
completing his honours 
and master’s in history at 
Dhaka University, he began 
his career as a lecturer at 
Faujdarhat Cadet College 
in 1963. 

In 1966, he joined 
the Pakistan Foreign 
Service and later served as 
Bangladesh’s ambassador 
to Indonesia and China. 
He retired as a secretary in 
2001.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

The construction of a new building of 
Bajita Secondary School in Patuakhali’s 
Mirzaganj upazila has remained stalled 
for four years.

The Education Engineering 
Department in Patuakhali initiated 
construction of a new building for the 
school in the 2020-21 fiscal year with an 
allocation of Tk 80.75 lakh, after the old 
building became dilapidated and risky 
for conducting academic activities. A 
contractor, Selim Mia, was entrusted with 
the construction work with a stipulated 
deadline of one year.

The contractor managed to complete 
only 60 percent of the work by the expiry 
of the deadline and sought an extension 
of the deadline repeatedly before halting 
the construction work eventually, said Md 
Babul Hossain, head teacher of the school.

As such, students and teachers are 
suffering immensely, being compelled 

to continue classes in the old, shabby, 
one-storey building with only three 
classrooms, amid much risk.

On September 23 last year, a ceiling 
fan got loose and fell on two 10th-grade 
students in a classroom, injuring them. 
“Due to a shortage of classrooms, we 
often have to attend classes on the school 
ground,” said Marufa Akter, a 10th 
grader.

Salman Talukdar, another student, 
urged the authorities concerned for 
prompt steps to complete construction 
of the new building.

Contacted, Selim Mia said, “I have been 
paid only Tk 27 lakh of the allocation so 
far, which is not enough to complete the 
work. I will complete the work soon if the 
issues with funding are resolved.”

Md Moshfiqul Rahman, executive 
engineer of Patuakhali EED, said, “We are 
working to resolve funding issues as soon 
as possible and instructed the contractor 
to complete the project quickly.”

BAJITA SCHOOL IN PATUAKHALI

Fund crunch stalls 
construction of new 
building for 4 years


