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Accounts,
assets ol wilful

defaulters must
be seized: CPD
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The Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) has called for closing
the accounts of wilful defaulters and holding three former
governors accountable for their roles in the beleaguered
banking sector.

The main problem in the banking sector is non-
performing loans (NPLs), which are deteriorating the asset
quality of lenders and affecting liquidity, said Fahmida
Khatun, executive director of the CPD, yesterday.

“The assets of wilful defaulters and their immediate
family members should be liquidated, and their
businesses should be temporarily nationalised,” she said
while presenting a paper titled “Navigating Expectations
in Turbulent Times” during a briefing at the think tank’s
office on Tuesday.

The CPD organised the briefing to present its
assessment of the state of Bangladesh’s economy for the
fiscal year 2024-25.

The banking sector, long plagued by political
interference and weak regulatory oversight, is now at a
critical juncture as the interim government attempts to
implement reforms.

The CPD recommends blocking transactions of wilful
defaulters by sharing their information with global
financial networks such as Visa, Mastercard, American
Express, and the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial
Telecommunications (SVVIFT) READ MORE ON B3
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Fuel price
can be cut
by Tk15a
litre; CPD
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The Centre for Policy
Dialogue (CPD) yesterday
said the government could
reduce fuel prices by Tk 10
to Tk 15 per litre by using
a market-based pricing
model.

The independent think-
tank said fuel prices have
been reduced under the
automatic pricing formula.

“But the government
is still fixing fuel prices,
which do not reflect the
international market,”
the CPD said at a briefing
at its office to present its
assessment of the state of
Bangladesh’s economy for
the 2024-25 fiscal year.

At the International
Monetary Fund’s request,
the government introduced
the automated fuel pricing
mechanism in March 2024
to reflect international
market prices monthly.

For January, the prices
of diesel and kerosene were
reduced by Tk 1 per litre,
which are currently sold at
Tk 104 per litre.

However, it kept the
prices of every litre
of octane and petrol
unchanged at Tk 125 and
Tk 121 respectively for the
month.

At the briefing, CPD
researcher Helen Mashiyat

READ MORE ON B3

Growth of economic
units slows amid
capital shortages
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The growth in the number of economic units
in Bangladesh has slowed over the past decade,
primarily due to capital shortages among rural
entrepreneurs, according to the latest Economic
Census of the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics.

An economic unit is defined as a single
establishment or economic household engaged
in economic activities for profit, household gain,
or indirect benefit to the community.

The total number of economic units in the
country stood at 1.18 crore in 2024, marking a
52 percent increase from 78 lakh units in the
previous census, conducted between 2001 and
2013.

This is significantly lower than the growth rate
of 110 percent that was reported in the previous
census, according to the preliminary report of the
Economic Census 2024, released yesterday.

This was driven by a slowdown in the growth in
the number of economic units in rural areas over

the last decade, which dropped by nearly two-
thirds compared to the previous decade.

Between 2013 and 2024, rural economic units
grew by 49 percent, reaching 83 lakh. In contrast,
the previous census saw a much higher growth
rate of 141 percent.

Meanwhile, urban economic growth remained
almost unchanged, standing at 58.38 percent in
2024 compared to 58 percent in 2013, reflecting
stagnation.

The share of economic units in the
manufacturing industry saw a downturn,
reducing from 11.54 percent in the past census
to 8.77 percent in the latest. In turn, the share
of economic units in the services sector saw an
uptick, increasing from 88.46 percent to 91.23
percent.

Additionally, the latest survey found that
around 94 percent of the unit heads are male
while just 6.46 percent are female, down from 7.21
percent in the previous survey.

READ MORE ON B3

Eastern Bank PLC. (EBL) is onboarding experienced professionals with proven track records in branch
banking or priority banking and passion for offering world class service excellence and customer delight.
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EBL CLIMATE GHANGE
ACTION AWARDS 2025

The EBL Climate Change Action Awards 2025, initiated in partnership
with the US, German, French, and Danish embassies, aims to recognize

and celebrate outstanding contributions towards tackling the most
pressing challenges of climate change and promoting sustainability in

Bangladesh. The awards will honor individuals, businesses, and
organizations excelling in five different categories, thereby fostering

Job position: Relationship Officer (RO) to Relationship Manager (RM)
Job grade: Officer to Senior Principal Officer (SPO)
Department: Branch Banking or Priority Banking

innovation and leadership in addressing climate challenges.

Log on to our website www.ebl.com.bd for detailed submission guidelines.

Any queries related to submission, please contact us
at submission@ebl-bd.com or 09666777325

Submission closing: February 8, 2025

Prime Responsibilities:

> Achieve assigned business targets and efficient management of given portfolios.

> Generate new business while cross-selling different products of EBL.

> Drive different sales promations and campaigns.

> Manage operational services with care in branch or priority center.

> Maintain AML compliance as well as other regulatory policies and requirements.

> Ensure service excellence and SLA time while providing customer service.

> Take care of customer feedbacks, complaints and offer solutions accordingly.

> Discharge of ad-hoc responsibilities assigned by the Line Manager or Branch Manager.
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> Currently working in branch or priority banking RO to RM position in any reputed bank. Experience
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Job Location: Anywhere in Bangladesh

Interested candidates are requested to visit www.ebl.com.bd/career and
apply on or before February 10, 2025.

EBL will offer excellent career opportunities with competitive salary and benefit package. Candidates will
be treated strictly on merit, experience and performance record. Only short-listed candidates will be
communicated and any sort of persuasion will result in disqualification. EBL reserves the right to accept

or reject any application without assigning any reason whatsoever. .
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