
INTERNATIONAL
DHAKA WEDNESDAY JANUARY 29, 2025 

MAGH 15, 1431 BS7

Pakistan army 
foils militant 
attempt to 
take post
REUTERS, Quetta

Militants in an explosive-
laden vehicle were thwarted 
in their attempt to overrun a 
Pakistani security post near 
the border with Afghanistan, 
the army said yesterday.

The five attackers, 
including two suicide 
bombers, were killed when 
the post came under attack 
in Qila Abdullah district of 
Balochistan, the military 
said in a statement.

“The attempt to enter 
the post was effectively 
thwarted by our own 
troops,” it said, adding that 
the Pakistani troops forced 
the militants to ram the 
explosive-laden vehicle into 
the perimeter wall. Two 
soldiers were killed, it said.

Migrants gather at the Albanian port of Shengjin yesterday, after disembarking from the Italian navy ship 
Cassiopea, which arrived in Albania as part of a deal with Italy to process thousands of asylum-seekers 
caught near Italian waters. PHOTO: REUTERS

GOVERNMENT CORRUPTION

Serbia’s PM resigns 
after student protests
REUTERS, Belgrade

Serbian Prime Minister 
Milos Vucevic resigned 
yesterday, becoming 
the highest-ranking 
official to step down 
amid a wave of anti-
corruption protests 
that have spread across 
the country.

The anti-government 
demonstrations sprang up in 
the wake of the roof collapsing at a 
railway station in the city of Novi Sad, 
killing 15 people and leading to calls 
for Vucevic to quit.

What began as small gatherings in 
Novi Sad have ballooned and spread 
to the capital Belgrade as students, 
teachers and other workers have 
turned out in their thousands to blame 
the station disaster on corruption 

within the government of 
President Aleksandar 

Vucic.
The minister 

for construction, 
transportation and 
infrastructure, and 
the trade minister have 

already stepped down 
because of the incident, 

but that failed to quell the 
protests.

“I opted for this step in order to 
defuse tensions”, Vucevic told a news 
conference yesterday, announcing 
his resignation. He said the mayor of 
Novi Sad would also resign. “With this 
we have met all demands of the most 
radical protesters.”

The protests, which included 
students putting up a blockade at a 
main junction in Belgrade this week, 
have been largely peaceful.

PHONE CALL WITH INDIA PM

Trump 
emphasises 
‘fair’ trade
Discusses defense buys, 
immigration with Modi

REUTERS, Washington

US President Donald Trump has said India “will do what’s 
right” when it comes to taking back Indian immigrants 
who came to the US illegally, following a phone call with 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

The leaders spoke on Monday, their first conversation 
since Trump’s inauguration last week.

Trump also stressed the importance of India buying 
more American-made security equipment and moving 
toward a fair bilateral trading relationship.

Trump later 
himself told reporters 
that Modi will visit 
the US sometime in 
February. The White 
House said earlier that 
plans for a Modi visit 
were discussed by the 
two leaders.

In what the 
White House called 
a “productive call,” 
the leaders discussed 
expanding and 
deepening cooperation and issues including security in 
the Indo-Pacific, the Middle East, and Europe.

Reuters reported last week that Indian and US 
diplomats are trying to arrange a meeting of the leaders 
as early as February.

Trump and Modi enjoyed warm relations in the US 
president’s first term, but during his campaign for re-
election Trump called India a “very big abuser” on trade 
and vowed to use tariffs on global imports into the US to 
correct imbalances. 

Trump has also threatened the BRICS group of nations, 
of which India is a part, with tariffs if they did not accept 
his demand of committing to not create a new currency.

In Monday’s call, Trump “emphasised the importance 
of India increasing its procurement of American-made 
security equipment and moving toward a fair bilateral 
trading relationship,” a White House statement said.

The US is India’s largest trading partner and two-way 
trade surpassed $118 billion in 2023/24, with India posting 
a surplus of $32 billion.

India is also an important strategic partner in US efforts to 
counter China, and in a social media post on Monday, Modi 
called Trump a “dear friend” and said they were “committed 
to a mutually beneficial and trusted partnership.”

Leaders discuss 
global security 
issues in 
‘productive’ call

Modi’s visit to 
Washington 
was discussed
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You’re in for defeat if 
you oppose ‘71
FROM PAGE 2

leaders, his contribution to 
the birth of Bangladesh is 
undeniable. Therefore, we 
will give Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman, pre-1972, his due 
importance.”

Mahfuj said, “Some 
freedom fighters may 
have become fascist, 
Islamophobic, or 
murderous, but the 
Liberation War itself was 
a struggle of the masses. 

The actions of some 
freedom fighters cannot 
invalidate or undermine 
the Liberation War or 
its participants. Doing 
so would be treasonous 
against the foundation of 
the state!

“We often forget that 
the first decade after the 
Liberation War was marked 
by a struggle between 
fascist Mujibist freedom 
fighters and patriotic, anti-
Indian freedom fighters. 
However, even the most 
anti-imperialist among 

them never dared to reject 
the Liberation War itself... ”

He termed the 2024 
uprising a continuation 
of the Liberation War’s 
historical legacy.

“This uprising was 
against the ‘fascist Mujibist 
project’ following the 
war, against BAKSAL 2.0. 
However, it reclaimed the 
Liberation War from the 
Mujibist project and the 
Sheikh family.”

Mahfuj also said, “Pro-
Bangladesh forces must 
align with pro-Liberation 
War values. It is true that 
many freedom fighters 
later became fascist 
collaborators. Today, they 
have been defeated by 
students and the masses. 
Similarly, those opposing 
the Liberation War will 
continue to be defeated 
for standing against the 
oppressed people of 
Bangladesh.

“Do not stand against 
history. We must 
unconditionally and 
unequivocally accept the 
legacy of ’71 and ’24 and 
move forward together to 
protect the nation from 
division.”

Swechchhasebak 
Dal clash leaves 
FROM PAGE 2

JCD, The Swechchhasebak 
Dal activists were 
reportedly led by Rafiqul 
Islam, convener of the 
Rupganj upazila unit, while 
the JCD activists were 
led by its former district 
vice-president, Masudur 
Rahman. Both sides are 
reported to have exchanged 
gunfire.

Witnesses said 
a procession by 
Swechchhasebak Dal 
on the Dhaka-Sylhet 
Highway escalated into a 

confrontation with JCD 
activists near Prodhan’s 
house. 

Mehedi Islam, senior 
assistant superintendent 
of police, said, “We brought 
the situation under control 
with the help of the army.” 

Police recovered at least 
10 bullet casings and an 
unexploded crude bomb 
from the scene.

No case had been filed 
in connection with the 
incident as of 7:00pm 
yesterday.

He termed the 
2024 uprising a 

continuation of the 
Liberation War’s 
historical legacy.


