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SRI LANKA NAVY FIRING

India lodges 
strong protest 
after five 
fishermen hurt
TOI, New Delhi

India yesterday unequivocally criticised the 
incident of firing by the Sri Lankan Navy that 
injured five Indian fishermen near Delft Island.

After the incident, which occurred early 
in the morning, the ministry of external 
affairs summoned the Sri Lankan acting high 
commissioner in New Delhi and conveyed 
displeasure over the firing.

“Out of the 13 fishermen who were on board the 
fishing vessel, two have sustained serious injuries 
and are currently receiving treatment at the Jaffna 
Teaching Hospital. Three other fishermen received 
minor injuries and have been treated for the same,” 
said the ministry of external affairs in a press release.

The foreign ministry said Indian consulate 
officials in Jaffna also visited the injured fishermen 
at the hospital to seek their welfare .

White House orders 
freeze on all federal 
financial assistance
CNN ONLINE

The White House budget office has ordered a pause 
on all federal grants and loans, according to an 
internal memorandum sent Monday, potentially 
impacting trillions in government spending and 
halting public programmes that affect millions of 
Americans.

Federal agencies “must temporarily pause all 
activities related to obligation or disbursement 
of all Federal financial assistance,” White House 
Office of Management and Budget acting director 
Matthew Vaeth said in the memorandum, a copy 
of which was obtained by CNN. The pause also 
blocks the issuance of new grants.

The memo specifies that the pause will not affect 
Social Security or Medicare benefits, nor does it 
include “assistance provided directly to individuals.”

The freeze on federal assistance is slated to 
take effect at 5:00 pm yesterday. It marks the 
latest move by the Trump administration to exert 
control over federal funding, even that which has 
already been allocated by Congress.

Pakistan army 
foils militant 
attempt to 
take post
REUTERS, Quetta

Militants in an explosive-
laden vehicle were thwarted 
in their attempt to overrun a 
Pakistani security post near 
the border with Afghanistan, 
the army said yesterday.

The five attackers, 
including two suicide 
bombers, were killed when 
the post came under attack 
in Qila Abdullah district of 
Balochistan, the military 
said in a statement.

“The attempt to enter 
the post was effectively 
thwarted by our own 
troops,” it said, adding that 
the Pakistani troops forced 
the militants to ram the 
explosive-laden vehicle into 
the perimeter wall. Two 
soldiers were killed, it said.

Migrants gather at the Albanian port of Shengjin yesterday, after disembarking from the Italian navy ship 
Cassiopea, which arrived in Albania as part of a deal with Italy to process thousands of asylum-seekers 
caught near Italian waters. PHOTO: REUTERS

GOVERNMENT CORRUPTION

Serbia’s PM resigns 
after student protests

REUTERS, Belgrade

Serbian Prime Minister 
Milos Vucevic resigned 
yesterday, becoming 
the highest-ranking 
official to step down 
amid a wave of anti-
corruption protests 
that have spread across 
the country.

The anti-government 
demonstrations sprang up in 
the wake of the roof collapsing at a 
railway station in the city of Novi Sad, 
killing 15 people and leading to calls 
for Vucevic to quit.

What began as small gatherings in 
Novi Sad have ballooned and spread 
to the capital Belgrade as students, 
teachers and other workers have 
turned out in their thousands to blame 
the station disaster on corruption 

within the government of 
President Aleksandar 

Vucic.
The minister 

for construction, 
transportation and 
infrastructure, and 
the trade minister have 

already stepped down 
because of the incident, 

but that failed to quell the 
protests.

“I opted for this step in order to 
defuse tensions”, Vucevic told a news 
conference yesterday, announcing 
his resignation. He said the mayor of 
Novi Sad would also resign. “With this 
we have met all demands of the most 
radical protesters.”

The protests, which included 
students putting up a blockade at a 
main junction in Belgrade this week, 
have been largely peaceful.

PHONE CALL WITH INDIA PM

Trump 
emphasises 
‘fair’ trade

Discusses defense buys, 
immigration with Modi

REUTERS, Washington

US President Donald Trump has said India “will do what’s 
right” when it comes to taking back Indian immigrants 
who came to the US illegally, following a phone call with 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

The leaders spoke on Monday, their first conversation 
since Trump’s inauguration last week.

Trump also stressed the importance of India buying 
more American-made security equipment and moving 
toward a fair bilateral trading relationship.

Trump later 
himself told reporters 
that Modi will visit 
the US sometime in 
February. The White 
House said earlier that 
plans for a Modi visit 
were discussed by the 
two leaders.

In what the 
White House called 
a “productive call,” 
the leaders discussed 
expanding and 
deepening cooperation and issues including security in 
the Indo-Pacific, the Middle East, and Europe.

Reuters reported last week that Indian and US 
diplomats are trying to arrange a meeting of the leaders 
as early as February.

Trump and Modi enjoyed warm relations in the US 
president’s first term, but during his campaign for re-
election Trump called India a “very big abuser” on trade 
and vowed to use tariffs on global imports into the US to 
correct imbalances. 

Trump has also threatened the BRICS group of nations, 
of which India is a part, with tariffs if they did not accept 
his demand of committing to not create a new currency.

In Monday’s call, Trump “emphasised the importance 
of India increasing its procurement of American-made 
security equipment and moving toward a fair bilateral 
trading relationship,” a White House statement said.

The US is India’s largest trading partner and two-way 
trade surpassed $118 billion in 2023/24, with India posting 
a surplus of $32 billion.

India is also an important strategic partner in US efforts to 
counter China, and in a social media post on Monday, Modi 
called Trump a “dear friend” and said they were “committed 
to a mutually beneficial and trusted partnership.”

Leaders discuss 
global security 
issues in 
‘productive’ call

Modi’s visit to 
Washington 
was discussed


