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BANK ROBBERY ATTEMPT

Probe body formed
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

A three-member probe committee has been 
formed to investigate the attempted robbery at the 
Barabari branch of Sonali Bank in Lalmonirhat.

The committee, led by Shahin Akhter Bhuiyan, 
AGM of Kurigram Sonali Bank, was asked to 
submit its report within three working days.

Bank manager Raju Mia said a written complaint 
was filed with Lalmonirhat Sadar Police Station.

Mamun Ur Rashid Helali, DGM of Sonali Bank’s 
Rangpur Regional Office assured that all assets, 
including money, are safe.

Security guard Asadul Islam said he and his 
colleague Khairul Haque found the 6-foot-deep 
tunnel while working inside the bank Monday night.

Their alarm alerted locals, forcing the robbers 
to flee. Police seized tools, including an iron drill, 
shovel, and saw, from the scene. Officer-in-Charge 
Mohammad Nurnabi confirmed an investigation 
is underway to identify and arrest the culprits.

242 iron bridges in 
Patuakhali turn risky
SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

At least 242 iron bridges across 
eight upazilas in Patuakhali are 
in a dilapidated state and require 
urgent repairs or reconstruction 
to ensure safe and uninterrupted 
commutes for residents. 

Locals are facing severe 
difficulties travelling to different 
areas within the district due 
to the poor condition of these 
bridges, which serve as critical 
links for transportation. Students 
of various educational institutions 
in the affected upazilas are among 
those most impacted by the 
situation.

The Local Government 
E n g i n e e r i n g 
Department (LGED) 
constructed these 
bridges over canals 
and waterbodies 
across Patuakhali in 
the 1990s and early 
2000s to improve rural 
connectivity.

However, years 
of neglect and lack of 
maintenance have led to significant 
deterioration, while some bridges 
have been damaged from collisions 
with water vessels.

LGED has identified 242 bridges 
in the district as risky, including 63 
in Bauphal, 56 in Mirzaganj, 42 in 
Patuakhali Sadar, 35 in Galachipa, 
and 10 each in Dashmina, 
Rangabali, Dumki, and Kalapara 
upazilas. According to LGED, 
only four of these bridges can be 

repaired, while 
the rest require 
c o m p l e t e 
replacement.

One example 
is the bridge over 

the Lebukhali 
Bharani canal in 

Dumki upazila near the 
Government Habibullah 

High School. In mid-2021, a sand-
laden cargo vessel collided with 
the bridge, causing a section 
to collapse and severing direct 
connectivity between the canal’s 
two banks. Thousands of residents 
who depended on the bridge for 
daily commutes are now forced to 
cross the canal by boat, which poses 
significant risks. Despite protests 
and human chains by locals, no 

action has been taken to rebuild the 
structure.

In another instance, the iron 
bridge over the Khaprabhanga 
canal in Kalapara upazila 
collapsed on 2 April 2020 due 
to tidal pressure, cutting off 
connectivity for residents of at 
least 15 villages.

LGED’s executive engineer in 
Patuakhali, Hossain Ali Mir, said 
a list of the 242 damaged bridges 
has been submitted to the higher 
authorities. Upon receiving 
instructions, cost estimates will 
be prepared, and funds will be 
sought.

Once the necessary funds are 
allocated, repair and reconstruction 
work will commence promptly, he 
said.

14 DISTRICTS

Workers continue 
strike, fuel supply 
remains suspended

STAR REPORT

Fuel supply in 14 districts of Khulna and Faridpur 
regions remained suspended for the third consecutive 
day yesterday due to tank lorry workers continuing their 
abstention, protesting the arrest of Khulna Divisional 
Tank Lorry Workers’ Union General Secretary Ali Azim.

Azim was arrested on Sunday in a case filed over 
vandalising a local BNP office in Khulna’s Khalishpur. 

As the issue has not been resolved, the sale of oil, 
including petrol, diesel, octane, etc., will be stopped at 
around 300 pumps in just the Khulna Division today 
(Wednesday), according to Sajjadul Karim Kabul, president 
of the Khulna Division Fuel Distributors Association.

The abstention has been jointly called by the 
Bangladesh Tank Lorry Owners’ Association, Bangladesh 
Fuel Distributors’ Association, Khulna Divisional Tank 
Lorry Workers’ Union, and the Padma, Meghna, and 
Jamuna Tank Lorry Workers’ Welfare Association.

Now, stock of oil at most pumps in the Khulna and 
Faridpur region has plummeted to zero.

Mir Moksed Ali, president of the Padma, Meghna, and 
Jamuna Tanker Workers’ Welfare Association, said, “We 
tried to convince the workers to stop the blockade on 
Sunday night. They refused, after which we were then 
attacked by joint forces. I was also beaten up. Now, the 
workers are angry about this incident and won’t relent 
until Ali Azim is released.”
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KU STUDENT MURDER

Suspect Rabbani 
on 2-day remand
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

A Khulna court yesterday placed Golam Rabbani, 
a suspect in the case filed over Khulna University 
student Arnob’s murder, on a two-day remand for 
interrogation. 

Judge Md Rakibul Islam of Khulna Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate’s Court-1 passed the 
order after Ashraful Alam, investigation officer of 
the case and a sub-inspector of Sonadanga Police 
Station, produced Rabbani before the court with 
seven-day remand prayer, said S Haridas, general 
recording officer of the court.

“We got crucial information from Rabbani 
during primary interrogation, so we sought 
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