
NEWS
AL announces
FROM PAGE 5

and other leaders.
The party will also protest 
against the incidents of 
violence on the minorities 
including the Adivasis as 
well as the attacks on places 
of worship. 

Besides, it plans to 
raise its voice against the 
shutdown of garment and 
other factories, which has 
resulted in workers  losing 
their jobs. 

The AL will hold rallies 
and processions on February 
6 and 10. On February 16, 
it will go for a blockade. 
The party, however, didn’t 
mention if the blockade will 
be nationwide. 

For the concluding day, 
on February 18, the AL 
plans a countrywide dawn-
to-dusk hartal.

It said it will go for 
tougher programmes if 
any attempts are made to 
obstruct the programmes.
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rights of forest-dependent 
communities and the 
responsibilities of the forest 
department, she also said.

The adviser also called 
for a swift resolution of 
forest-related lawsuits.
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environmentalists, experts, 
and professors from 
Dhaka and Jahangirnagar 
Universities in this regard. 

At the district level, a 
committee will include 
the deputy commissioner, 
district environment 
officer, college professors, 
social workers, 
environmentalists, bar 
association representatives, 
and the civil surgeon. 

For upazilas, the 
committee will comprise 

upazila nirbahi officers, 
college principals, social 
workers, environmentalists, 
welfare officers, assistant 
commissioners for land, 
and LGED engineers.

The bench of Justice 
Fahmida Quader and Justice 
Mubina Asaf delivered the 
judgement in response 
to a writ petition filed by 
Human Rights and Peace 
for Bangladesh (HRPB) in 
2024, seeking action to curb 
rising temperatures and 
environmental pollution.
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Jahangir Alam Chowdhury, 
addressed several demands, 
including  immediate action 
against police personnel 
accused of assaulting 
Dhaka College student 
Rakib, the resignation of 
a DU pro-vice-chancellor, 
punishment for DU students 
accused of verbally abusing 
female college students, and 
justice for those responsible 
for recent clashes.

The affiliation of the 
seven colleges—Dhaka 
College, Eden Mohila 
College, Begum Badrunnesa 
College, Government 
Bangla College, Kabi Nazrul 
College, Government 
Titumir College, and 
Shaheed Suhrawardy 
College—had been 
established in 2017 to ease 
session jams and reduce 
pressure on the National 
University.

“There is no rivalry 
between DU and seven 
college students. Our 
mutual goal is quality 
education,” Rahman said.

Meanwhile, Chief 
Adviser Prof Muhammad 
Yunus had a meeting with 
UGC Chairman Prof SMA 
Faiz and DU VC Prof Niaz 
Ahmed Khan last night. 

Following the meeting, 
Prof Faiz told The Daily 
Star, “We are considering 
the welfare of the students. 
We will try to disclose our 
decision on January 30.”

Top UAE
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investment proposals. 
“Bring your people and 

set up as many plants as 
you want.”

Abu Dhabi Ports Group, 
the fourth major port 
operator to express interest 
in Bangladesh in just one 
week, aims to partner 
with the Chittagong Port 
Authority to develop 
one of the proposed Bay 
Terminals. 

This venture would 
involve financing, 
operating, and 
maintaining container and 
multipurpose terminals.

Masdar, a renewable 
energy company, 
has proposed a $500 
million investment in a 
250-megawatt solar power 
project on reclaimed 
coastal land.

UAE Ambassador 
Abdulla Ali Alhmoudi 
and other senior officials, 
including Khalilur Rahman 
and Lamiya Morshed, were 
also present. 

During the meeting, 
Alhmoudi extended an 
invitation for the Chief 
Adviser to attend the World 
Government Summit in 
Dubai this February.
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(26.74 percent).
Last year’s fires caused 
property losses estimated 
at Tk 446 crore, but fire 
service efforts saved assets 
worth Tk 1,974 crore.  

The FSCD also 
conducted 18,983 
drills, 15,683 awareness 
campaigns, and 7,769 
training sessions, reaching 
147,717 participants. 
Special focus was given to 
the garment sector, with 
3,921 sessions held for 
156,840 workers.  

In enforcing fire safety 
regulations, 147 mobile 

courts imposed fines 
totalling Tk 2.58 crore on 
149 establishments, with 
legal action taken against 
three organisations.  

Rescue operations by the 
FSCD saved 10,826 injured 
individuals and recovered 
2,437 deceased. 

Road accidents 
contributed to 6,408 
incidents, resulting in 9,319 
injuries and 1,484 fatalities.  

While the number of fire 
incidents decreased from 
27,624 in 2023, casualties 
rose, with 140 fatalities in 
2024 compared to 102 the 
previous year. 
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“We got crucial information 
from Rabbani during 
primary interrogation, so 
we sought remand to glean 
more information,” said 
Shafiqul Islam, officer-in-
charge of Sonadanga Police 
Station.

Earlier, unidentified 
miscreants shot and 
hacked Arnob to death 
at Sheikhpara Tentultala 

intersection in Khulna city 
on Friday night.

Police later detained 
three of Arnob’s friends.

Arnob’s father, Nitish 
Kumar, filed a case 
against 20-25 unidentified 
individuals on Saturday. 

After primary 
interrogation, police 
released two of the detainees 
to their families and showed 
Rabbani arrested in the case. 
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Golam Rasul Nur Alam 
Chowdhury, general 
manager (sales) of Padma, 
said, “On Monday, only 
four tonnes of octane, four 
tonnes of petrol, and 59 
tonnes of diesel were sold 
from the Padma depot. 
Meghna and Jamuna 
only sold eight tonnes 
and five tonnes of diesel, 
respectively, and nothing 
else.”

“Many customers want 
to procure fuel from us, 
but they are unable to do 
so due to safety concerns. 
Workers are attacking fuel 
tankers as soon as they 

leave the depots,” he added.
Badruzzaman Bablu, 

president of the Jashore 
Bus Owners Association, 
said, “We expect the 
administration to solve 
the problem quickly. 
Otherwise, transportation 
will stop, and passengers 
will suffer.”

Officer-in-Charge (OC) 
of Khalishpur Police Station 
Md Rafiqul Islam said they 
requested the workers to 
drive their oil tankers and 
stop the abstention, but 
they refused to listen.

[Our correspondents 
from Khulna and Benapole 
contributed to this report.]
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Graduates and guests at the 8th convocation ceremony of Dhaka International University at the PSC 
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LGED’s executive engineer 
in Patuakhali, Hossain 
Ali Mir, said a list of the 
242 damaged bridges has 
been submitted to the 
higher authorities. Upon 
receiving instructions, cost 
estimates will be prepared, 
and funds will be sought.

Once the necessary 
funds are allocated, repair 
and reconstruction work 
will commence promptly, 
he said.


