
People take the 
hit as workers’ 

strike halts trains
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Thousands of railway passengers suffered as train staffers continued their 
nationwide strike yesterday.

After negotiations between workers’ union leaders and the government 
failed to bear fruit late last night, Bangladesh Railway cancelled all trains 
until 9:00am today.

A meeting between railway-assigned labour leaders and protesting 
workers was held at the Kamalapur Railway Station last night. 

Shamsur Rahman Shimul 
Biswas, special assistance to BNP 
Chairperson Khaleda Zia and 
also the chief coordinator of 
Jatiyatabadi Shramik Dal, played 
the role of a mediator.

After the meeting, Saidur 
Rahman, acting president of 
Bangladesh Railway Running Staff 
and Sramik Karmachari Union, 
said Shimul Biswas requested 
them to call off the strike for some 
days as the government would 
meet their demands gradually.

“But we told him clearly that 
our programme will continue until 
our demands are met,” Saidur told 
The Daily Star at 10:20pm.

Mojibur Rahman, general 
secretary of the union, told this 
correspondent at 11:00pm that 
their strike would continue until 
they get the assurance of meeting 
their demands in writing.

Replying to a question, he 
said, “We will talk to the railway 
authorities if invited tomorrow 
[today].” 

Earlier yesterday, thousands of 
train passengers suffered as top 
officials of the railways ministry 
and Bangladesh Railway failed to 
convince the workers to call off 
their strike.

Railways Ministry Adviser 
Muhammad Fouzul Kabir Khan 
held a meeting with union leaders 
at the Rail Bhaban yesterday afternoon where he made assurances that 
the workers’ demands would be met gradually after talks with the finance 
adviser.

The rail adviser said he would try to have the ceiling removed on the 
special remuneration newly recruited assistant locomasters (assistant train 
drivers) get for their extra work, rail secretary Fahimul Islam told The Daily 
Star.

He said he believes it would be possible to do so.
Shimul and several student coordinators were present at the meeting.
After the Rail Bhaban meeting, the union leaders and others sat for 

another meeting at the Kamalapur Railway Station. 
The Daily Star could not reach Shimul Biswas for comments.
The union, a platform of over 2,000 train staffers including locomasters 

(train drivers), assistant locomasters, guards, and ticket checkers, enforced 
the nationwide indefinite work abstention from 12:00am yesterday.

They are demanding that all train staffers get the same benefits for 
additional work during their service and when they retire.

BR transports over 2 lakh passengers in more than 350 trains, including 
over 100 intercity trains, every day. It also transports over 7,500 tonnes of 
goods on an average.
PEOPLE SUFFER
Shefa Begum, a factory worker, went to the Kamalapur Railway Station 
along with her child and husband at 9:00am yesterday. They went there 
from Kanchpur of Narayanganj and were supposed to go to Gazipur’s Tongi.

“We were unaware of the strike. And now, we have been waiting at the 
station,” she told The Daily Star at 10:30am.
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A deserted platform of Kamalapur Railway Station around 9:30am yesterday. 
Inset, people hire a pickup in front of Khulna Railway Station to reach their 
destinations as there were no trains. Nationwide indefinite work abstention by 
train drivers and their support staff brought rail services to a halt. 
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Farmer Abul Kalam won’t be taking his harvest of radish to the local market. He said there was no point in selling the produce 
in the local market since he has to pay Tk 150 for transporting two baskets of the vegetable that he has to sell for just Tk 200, 
leaving him no scope for recovering the cost of agricultural inputs and labour. Kalam said the radishes would end up in the 
Sangu river nearby. The photo was taken in Dohazari of Chattogram’s Chandnaish yesterday.
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EC preparing  
to hold polls 
with year-end 
on mind
Says Election Commissioner 
Abul Fazal Md Sanaullah
STAR REPORT

The Election Commission is preparing 
with an aim to hold the next national 
election in December, said Brig Gen 
(retd) Abul Fazal Md Sanaullah, an 
election commissioner, yesterday.

“The chief adviser in his speech has 
already indicated that it might be possible 
to conduct the national election at the 
end of this year or the first half of 2026. 
So, we are taking preparation targeting 
to hold the polls in December,” he said.

“But it’s a matter of [political] 
consensus as to when the election will 
be held,” the election commissioner 
said while talking to reporters after a 
meeting on updating the voter list at the 
Thakurgaon Road Degree College.

When the polls will be held lies with the 
government, not the EC, Sanaullah said.

“But we will ensure that those 
performing election duties at the 
grassroots level act professionally and 
impartially,” he said, adding, “Our aim is 
to hold a free, fair, and credible election.”

The election commissioner also 
hoped that the task of updating the 
voter list would be completed in March.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4 

‘Economy was more dire 
than people thought’

Finance adviser talks about govt’s 3 
strategies to ease economic strain

REJAUL KARIM BYRON and AHSAN HABIB

The interim government has an uphill task 
of fixing the economy it inherited from the 
Awami League government of 15 years, said 
Finance Adviser Salehuddin Ahmed.

“When the interim government assumed 
power, it inherited a problem-driven 
economy -- the situation was more dire than 
people thought,” he told The Daily Star in an 
interview on Monday.

There were external problems, but the 
underlying domestic issues were even more acute: the foreign exchange 
reserves were depleting rapidly, inflation was stubbornly high and the 
balance of payments was negative.

“Even though we are not in the situation where we want to be, things 
are improving.”

The new government inherited another big problem: outstanding 
letters of credit dues of upwards of $4.5 billion. 

“Without touching the foreign exchange reserves, the new 
government repaid it, and the outstanding amount dropped to $400–
500 million.”

The foreign reserves are stable now, said Ahmed, also a former 
governor of Bangladesh Bank.

The interim government has adopted a three-pronged approach to 
steadying the ship: raising the buffer stock of food, ensuring steady 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 

BEXIMCO GROUP LAY-OFFS

Shinepukur, Beximco 
Pharma shares to be 
sold off to clear dues

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government will sell shares of Beximco Group’s 
two running companies to pay the salaries of 13 laid-off 
companies owned by the conglomerate. 

If the proceeds from the sale of shares of the two 
profitable companies -- Beximco Pharmaceuticals and 
Shinepukur Ceramics -- do not cover the salaries of the 
workers, the government will take steps in line with 
labour law. 

The amount needed to pay the salaries could be 
between Tk 500 crore and Tk 550 crore, Labour and 
Employment Adviser M Sakhawat Hossain told a press 
briefing yesterday. 

He held the briefing after a meeting with Finance 
Adviser Salehuddin Ahmed, Commerce Adviser Sk Bashir 
Uddin, Industries Adviser Adilur Rahman Khan, Labour 
Secretary AHM Shafiquzzaman, Finance Secretary 
Khairuzzaman Mozumder, Financial Institutions Division 
Secretary Nazma Mobarek, and senior officials of the 
securities and exchange commission, banks and financial 
institutions.

The Bangladesh Securities and Exchange Commission 
and Financial Institutions Division (FID) will take steps 
to sell the shares. On February 2, officials of the two 
organisations and several banks concerned will meet to 
discuss the sale of the two companies.

Factories of the conglomerate that have been closed 
will be shuttered for good, he said.

The disclosure comes at a time when workers of 

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4 

RECOMMENDS

Disband Rapid Action 
Battalion

Probe excessive use 
of police force

Create oversight 
body to record, 
review force 

Stop interference in 
hiring, promotion of 
judges/prosecutors 

Suspend and then 
eliminate death 

penalty

Bring in swift reforms to 
stop future repression

HRW report details past and present  
abuse of power, rights violations

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The interim government is contending with 
powerful and politicised law enforcement 
and security forces that have long benefited 
from a system of impunity, the Human Rights 
Watch said in a report released yesterday.

“Nearly 1,000 Bangladeshis lost their 
lives fighting for democracy, ushering in 
a landmark opportunity to build a rights-
respecting future in Bangladesh,” Elaine 
Pearson, Asia director at Human Rights 
Watch, said in the report. “This hard-won 
progress could all be lost if the interim 
government does not create swift and 
structural reforms that can withstand any 
repression by future governments.”

The report was handed over to interim 
government Chief Adviser Dr Muhammad 
Yunus yesterday. 

The report titled “After the Monsoon 
Revolution: A Roadmap to Lasting Security 
Sector Reform in Bangladesh” detailed how the 
law enforcement agencies and security forces 
have been used to serve the political agenda of 
the Awami League and solidify a rule of terror.  

It also talked about how law enforcement 
continues to pander to vested political 
interests, post-August 5, and attacks on 
minorities, particularly those from Hindu 
and Ahmadiyya communities. 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4 

LATEST 
Train staffers’ union 
has called off their 
strike. They made the 
announcement at 
2:45am today after a 
meeting at Railways 
Ministry Adviser 
Muhammad Fouzul 
Kabir Khan’s residence 
on Minto Road. The 
withdrawal decision 
came following an 
assurance that their 
demands would be met. 
Union leader Mojibur 
Rahman, Railways 
Secretary Fahimul 
Islam, Bangladesh 
Railway DG Afzal 
Hossain, labour leader 
Shimul Biswas, Students 
Against Discrimination 
Coordinator Hasnat 
Abdullah were present 
at the hurriedly called 
press conference. They 
said trains would run as 
per schedule today.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 
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The construction of a median strip on Darus Salam Road in the capital’s Mirpur-1 area has been left incomplete for around a year, 
putting pedestrians and vehicles at risk. This photo was taken on Monday.  PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON

EC preparing to hold polls with year-end on mind
FROM PAGE 1

At another event in Dinajpur, 
Sanaullah urged the EC officials to 
make sure that Rohingyas do not get 
in the voter list.

Meanwhile, Chief Election 
Commissioner AMM Nasir Uddin 
yesterday said they do not want the 
EC’s independence enshrined in the 
constitution to be compromised.

He told reporters after a meeting 
with European Union Ambassador 
Michael Miller at the EC office.

The EU ambassador also 
opined that the EC should remain 
independent. Otherwise, the nation’s 
expectations cannot be fulfilled, the 
CEC said.

While speaking at a programme 
on Sunday, Nasir said that there is no 
doubt that the EC’s independence 

will be curtailed if some of the 
Electoral Reform Commission’s 
recommendations are implemented.

On January 15, the reform 
commission submitted its report to 
Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus.

During yesterday’s meeting, the EU 
enquired about the EC’s preparation 
for the democratic transition through 
the upcoming election. It also wanted 
to know the EC’s overall preparations 
for the next election, including the 
process of voter registration, the CEC 
said.

“They [EU] expressed their 
willingness to assist in every way 
possible for Bangladesh’s progress. 
They want the democratic transition 
to take place. They assured us of their 
full support in this journey.”

Nasir added that the EU would 

send personnel, conduct a needs 
assessment, and deploy a mission 
to evaluate the situation before 
informing the EC about what kind of 
assistance they will provide.

The EU also expressed its desire to 
send observers during the polls, the 
CEC said adding, “We have assured 
them of a free and fair election. We 
have dedicated all our efforts to 
ensure a transparent, impartial, and 
acceptable election.”

Michael Miller told reporters, 
“And I have come with a message of 
support for the reform ambitions of 
the interim government for holding 
an election transparent manner in line 
with international standards.” 

[Our correspondents in Dinajpur 
and Thakurgaon contributed to this 
report.]

‘Economy was more dire than people thought’
FROM PAGE 1

stream of liquidity for businesses and 
creating jobs through realignment of 
the annual development programme 
(ADP).

He said the government has been 
able to steady the wobbly banking 
sector and ward off a complete collapse 
of the system.

“The situation was so dire that 
there was widespread fear that banks 
could run out of money anytime. It is 
rare for a bank to be emptied by a few 
individuals -- no country in the world 
has experienced such a phenomenon.”

Some banks are rebounding, 
including Islami Bank and Social Islami 
Bank. The two banks were controlled 
by the Awami League-affiliated S Alam 
Group. 

The strong remittance inflow has 
provided some relief to the Shariah-
based banks, helping them to revive 
their health.

“We have implemented targeted 
measures for the banking sector so 
that savers do not lose confidence. The 
central bank provided over Tk 20,000 
crore to the banks and now people 
are no longer struggling to get their 
money back.”

The new governor is trying but the 
mismanagement and poor decisions 
of the previous regime have created a 
deep-rooted problem that is hard to 
fix, Ahmed said.

For instance, a huge volume of 
defaulted loans has been stuck in the 
courts for a long time.

“The backlog in the courts is 
enormous. If this continues, the 
situation will only get worse.”

Immediate actions such as a special 
judicial bench are needed to resolve 
the pending cases quickly.

“But this requires focused attention 
and significant effort. I will sit with the 
law adviser and the chief justice soon 
and urge them to launch a special 
bench for clearing these backlogs.”

The government has stopped the 
provision of giving amnesty to black 
money though the system still contains 

ways to legalise undeclared wealth.
For instance, people are selling 

properties for prices far higher than 
their registered value. 

This creates massive amounts 
of unaccounted money, which are 
funnelled into buying cars, appliances 
or other assets.

“This creates a system where black 
money thrives -- we will try to address 
this.”

Regarding corruption 
in government projects, he 
acknowledged that the menace still 
remains. 

“We are trying to tackle this, but it’s 
not easy. The same old players remain 
in the system under new names, 
making real changes difficult.”

Asked about the grievances of the 
White Paper Committee about the 
government’s failure to implement the 
recommendations, he said: “We will 
review their suggestions within the 
next two to three months, but some of 
them have been addressed.”

For example, the government 
has established task forces to bring 
back billions of dollars siphoned 
out of Bangladesh and has sought 
international support where necessary. 

The interim government is also 
trying to fix the tax system, which is 
responsible for one of the lowest tax-to-
GDP ratios in the world.

The previous government has issued 
several statutory regulatory orders to 
benefit certain firms and individuals, 
Ahmed said.

“After coming to power, we cancelled 
the SROs. We are separating the tax 
policy from the tax administration. In 
2008, the government tried to do this 
but failed. I know some officials are 
standing in the way -- who wants to 
give up power? But I will implement it 
before I leave.”

Ahmed blames the persistently 
high inflation on supply-side issues.

“It’s not that essentials are 
unavailable -- they get stuck in one 
place without being distributed.”

He pointed out that even officials 

like consumer rights officers or 
magistrates can’t bring about 
meaningful changes alone. Extortion 
during transportation of goods is 
also raising costs, which is fuelling 
inflation.

Regarding the recent increase in 
value-added tax and supplementary 
duties, he said the tax rate has already 
been brought down for several goods 
and services that are widely consumed 
by the general public.

“The rest do not affect the general 
population. For instance, the VAT on 
biscuits priced above Tk 200 per kg 
is logical. Whoever buys biscuits that 
cost Tk 200 per kg has the ability to 
pay VAT.”

Asked about the ADP, he said the 
interim government will focus on 
local roads and culverts to boost rural 
job creation.

It will not take on any sophisticated 
project but continue with existing 
mega projects such as the deep-sea 
port, he said, adding that the ADP 
budget may be pruned by about Tk 
50,000 crore.

“Some people criticise us for not 
revising the budget introduced by the 
previous government. Actually, it is 
difficult to revise the budget in such a 
short period. Though the budget was 
not revised, we have cut government 
costs except for the necessary 
expenditures.”

One such necessary expenditure 
was vehicle purchase for the 
Bangladesh Police as 300 of their 
vehicles were burnt down during the 
July uprising.

“The next budget will be pragmatic 
-- it won’t be an unpopular budget.”

Yet, the much-maligned power 
sector subsidy will continue. 
“Otherwise, people and businesses will 
suffer.”

The main targets of the budget 
will be macroeconomic stability, 
containing inflation, ensuring energy 
supply and taking steps for the 
agricultural sector so that farmers do 
not suffer, Ahmed added.

People take the hit as workers’ strike halts trains
FROM PAGE 1

Nila Chowdhury, a homemaker, went 
to the station at 9:45am to catch the 
Kishoreganj Express. She along with 
her 11-year-old boy were also seen 
waiting.

“We heard about the strike on 
Facebook. We thought it won’t be 
effective. But we are stranded now,” she 
said.

Shefa and Nila had gotten their 
tickets in advance.

Like them, thousands of train 
passengers suffered at railway stations 
across the country. Some waited in 
uncertainty while others left seeing no 
hope.

Police personnel were seen at the 
station to manage the crowd and 
prevent any untoward incidents.

Mohammed Gias Uddin, who was 
seen waiting at Chattogram Railway 
Station with several pieces of luggage, 
had purchased a ticket for the Subarna 
Express to return to Dhaka.

“I have several bags, so I chose the 
train for a smoother journey. The 
railway authorities could have informed 
us via text, but they didn’t,” he said.

Zia Habib, another passenger, 
waited for two hours at the station for 
the Cox’s Bazar Express. “Later, I was 
compelled to travel by bus,” he said.

Hanif Ali, Joydebpur railway station 
master, told our Gazipur correspondent 
that hundreds of passengers were 
stranded at the station.

Farida Akhtar, 25, who was heading 
to Joypurhat from Thakurgaon Road 
Railway Station, said, “After travelling 
15km to reach the station, I learnt 
that the trains are not running. Why 
weren’t online ticket sales halted if the 
service is suspended?”

Similar situation was reported 

from Pabna, Khulna, Sylhet, and other 
districts.
THE MEETINGS
The rail adviser visited Kamalapur 
Railway Station around 10:00am. 
He criticised the protesting workers 
for enforcing the strike holding the 
passengers hostage.

Replying to a question, he said some 
of the staffers’ demands had already 
been met, but the work abstention 
continued despite progress being 
made.

He said they were open to 
discussions. If necessary, the 
government would take “other steps” 
to resolve the issue.

State-run BRTC arranged buses 
on some routes to help the train 
passengers get to their destinations, he 
said.

After he left the station an hour 
later, railways ministry secretary 
Fahimul Islam and other top officials 
of his ministry and BR went to the VIP 
waiting room at the station. Shimul 
Biswas joined them.

Around 1:00pm, some mid-level 
leaders of the union held a meeting 
with Shimul in a separate room.

After the around one-hour meeting, 
Shimul informed the railways ministry 
secretary about the union’s position.

Around 3:30pm, the rail secretary 
and other officials left without making 
any comments to waiting journalists.
WHY THE STRIKE?
Due to manpower shortage, 
locomasters, assistant locomasters, 
guards, and travelling ticket checkers 
have traditionally worked beyond their 
duty hours and received extra pay for 
that.

They also received pension benefits 
based on the pay for their extra work 

until 2021.
But in November that year, the 

Awami League government declined 
to grant pension benefits on the extra 
work.

Following a strike in April 2022, 
the railways ministry intervened and 
decided to continue the pension 
benefits. However, the staffers have 
long been demanding cancellation of 
the November 2021 order, saying in a 
changed situation their benefits could 
go away again.

In addition, newly recruited assistant 
locomasters, who were appointed in 
2022, have not been receiving most of 
these benefits, as their appointment 
letters stated they would not receive 
extra pay during their service or after 
retirement.

In December last year, the newly 
recruited locomasters went on work 
abstention, demanding benefits 
their predecessors got, while their 
predecessors stopped taking on 
additional duties for several days. They 
also demanded cancellation of the 
2021 gazette.

They stopped their protest following 
an assurance by railway authorities.

The finance ministry on January 23 
this year issued a circular saying the 
newly recruited assistant locomasters 
will get 100 percent “running 
allowance” instead of 75 percent. 
However, the “running allowance” 
would not exceed their monthly basic 
salary, it said.

It did not say anything about their 
post-retirement benefits.

On January 22, the association 
at a press conference in Chattogram 
announced the indefinite nationwide 
strike from yesterday.

Bring in swift reforms to stop future repression
FROM PAGE 1

Multiple police officers told HRW that 
they believed that directives to use 
excessive force during the July-August 
uprising came from the political 
leadership.

“I believe that during the unrest, the 
role of the police was determined more 
by political leaders than by the officers 
in the field,” said one police officer.

Another police officer told HRW 
that he witnessed senior officers 
in the Dhaka Metropolitan Police 
Headquarters watch live CCTV footage 
and direct officers on the ground 
to shoot protesters like “they were 
ordering someone to shoot in a video 
game.”

Another officer said, “Senior officers 
ordered us to be strict and not to spare 
any criminals spreading anarchy. They 
didn’t explicitly use the word “fire,” but 
their instructions were clear: Apply the 
highest force, do whatever you think is 
necessary to control the situation, take 
a hardline approach.”

He told HRW that as he understood 
it, the home minister, Asaduzzaman 
Khan, and the inspector general of 
police, Chowdhury Abdullah Al-
Mamun, gave directions to the Dhaka 
metropolitan police commissioner, 
Habibur Rahman, who instructed the 
deputy commissioners.

One police officer later told HRW, 
“The police also shot at onlookers 
observing the scene from their homes, 
intending to create fear and send a 
message that people should not watch 
what was happening around them.”

Another officer said, “I witnessed 
officers firing at vital organs…. In many 
cases, I witnessed live ammunition 
being fired even when officers’ lives 
were not in danger.”

Officers involved in enforced 
disappearances also told HRW 
that former prime minister Sheikh 
Hasina and senior members of the 
then government had knowledge of 
incommunicado detentions and that, 
in some cases, Hasina directly ordered 
enforced disappearances and killings.

The report quoted another officer as 
saying, “In my 10-11 years in the job, I’ve 
witnessed disappearances and killings 
by Rab. These things are real. The 
disappearances and crossfires that Rab 
engages in are impossible without the 
approval of police headquarters, the 
Ministry of Home Affairs, or especially 
the home minister.”

HRW interviewed Mir Ahmad Bin 
Quasem (Armaan) who was held in 
enforced disappearance since 2016. 
He said that he encountered an 
officer who told him that when he 
joined his unit, he was informed that 
Armaan, Abdullahil Amaan Azmi, a 
former brigadier general, and Humam 
Quader Chowdhury had been forcibly 
disappeared and were being held there, 
and that “any decision to release them 
has to be taken by Sheikh Hasina”.

Azmi, Hummam and Armaan 
are all sons of prominent opposition 
politicians. 

“There are also troubling indications 
that security forces are obstructing 
the investigations by the newly formed 
commission of inquiry into enforced 
disappearances. The commission 
members said that while it had located 
eight new sites of unlawful detention, 
there were concerned over security 
forces’ attempts “to destroy evidence 
linked to these secret cells,” stated the 
report.

The Daily Star could not 
independently verify the allegations 
that came up in the HRW report.
ABUSES CONTINUE
The report noted that law enforcement 
and security agencies continue to 
perpetrate abuses.

“Due to the deeply ingrained 
systemic obstacles to accountable 
governance, a disturbingly familiar 
pattern of security force abuses and 
political reprisals has reemerged, 
this time targeting perceived Awami 
League supporters,” said the report.

“For instance, in the first two 
months since the interim government 
took office, over 1,000 police cases 
were filed against tens of thousands 
of people, mainly Awami League 
members, accusing them of murder, 
corruption, or other crimes.”

HRW reviewed eight First 
Information Reports (FIRs) filed in 
relation to the July and August killings, 
naming up to 297 individuals each, 
including Hasina and Awami League 
ministers and up to 600 unnamed 
individuals.

Five plaintiffs in the eight cases told 
HRW that they did not know who was 
named as the accused when they filed 
the case. They said the police or local 
politicians simply told them to sign the 
papers.

Two plaintiffs told HRW that local 
political leaders opposed to the Awami 
League asked them to sign the police 
reports, though they were not sure 
against whom they were filing the 
cases.

HRW interviewed the mother of a 
student protester who was killed in 
Dhaka’s Lakshmibazar area, who said 
that when she went to file a case at 
the magistrate court, police and local 
political leaders simply told her to sign 
an FIR that had already been written 
and named 50 accused as well as 200-
300 unnamed accused.

Among those named in the FIR 
that she signed were 47 Awami League 
former ministers, lawmakers, and 
Awami League student activists, as well 
as a teacher and two doctors, found 
HRW. She told HRW that she does not 
know who some of these people are or 
how they would be involved in her son’s 
murder.

The report noted that law enforcers 
continue to file criminal complaints 
against large numbers of “unknown” 
people. It called it “a common abusive 
practice in Bangladesh, which in 
effect authorises the police to arrest 
almost anyone and repeatedly re-arrest 
detainees even though they are not 

named accused in a case.”
Police have pursued criminal charges 

against journalists for what was seen 
as backing the Hasina government in 
their reporting during the Monsoon 
Revolution, said HRW.

“As of November, authorities have 
filed murder charges against at least 140 
journalists in relation to their reporting 
on the Monsoon Revolution,” said 
HRW, adding, “For example, police in 
Chattogram are investigating charges 
against 28 journalists for having 
‘produced false and fabricated contents 
concealing the true events during the 
student protest.’”

HRW spoke with two healthcare 
workers, Amzad Hossain and Nizam 
Uddin, who had been working at the 
Chittagong Medical College Hospital 
during the student protests, who were 
accused of killing a student protester, 
Wasim Akram.

“On that day (July 16) we were helping 
the duty doctors with Wasim’s body 
along with three other bodies of people 
who were also killed during the protest. 
We even helped the families to get the 
bodies for the last rites. When I found 
my name was among those listed in the 
case involving the killing of Wasim, I was 
shocked. I was at the hospital on that 
day and was performing double duty as 
so many injured students were brought 
to the hospital,” said Amzad Hossain to 
HRW.

The report also noted that the overall 
security situation has disintegrated. 
“Groups promoting extremist Islam 
are attacking minorities, particularly 
those from Hindu and Ahmadiyya 
communities. Ethnic minorities in 
the Chittagong Hill Tracts endure 
continued discrimination and violence 
by the authorities,” it said. 

The report recommended that the 
interim government should take steps to 
structurally reform the home ministry 
to ensure the political independence of 
staff overseeing law enforcement.

“HRW spoke to police officers who 
described a system in which promotions 
depended on political sponsorship and 
bribes. HRW has also documented the 
use of the police awards as an incentive 
for repression. This systemic political 
interference led to the understanding 
that as a security force officer one’s 
duty included crackdowns on political 
opposition,” said the report. 

They also urged the government 
to ensure that take steps to ensure 
that the prosecution and the judiciary 
are independent of the executive and 
protected from political control and 
interference.

“To end arbitrary arrests and enforced 
disappearances, the interim government 
should build systems prohibiting filing 
cases against unnamed accused and 
mass arrest warrants, revising laws that 
allow for vague and overly broad charges 
to target critics,” said the report. 

The HRW said that the government 
should also disband the Rapid Action 
Battalion. 

Third edition

You’re in for 
defeat if you 
oppose ‘71
Says Adviser Mahfuj
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Adviser Mahfuj 
Alam yesterday 
said that those 
who oppose the 
Liberation War 
have historically 
been defeated for 
standing against 
the oppressed 
people of Bangladesh and are 
destined to face the same fate in 
future.

To do politics here, one must 
recognise the nation’s bloody 
struggle for independence and the 
birth of Bangladesh, he said in a 
Facebook post.

“Criticise what happened after 
the Liberation War. Analyse history 
-- no problem there. Even debates on 
what transpired during the war are 
acceptable. However, all discussions 
must begin by acknowledging the 
Liberation War itself.

“For example, we can discuss 
Sheikh Mujib’s transformation into 
a fascist. He was indeed a fascist. 
However, like many other national 

SEE PAGE 7 COL 5 

JCD, Swechchhasebak 
Dal clash leaves 
30 injured
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

At least 30 people were injured in a clash between 
factions of the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) 
and Swechchhasebak Dal in Rupganj upazila of 
Narayanganj yesterday. 

The three-hour running battle, which began 
around 11:30am near the Golakandail bus stand, 
also left two with gunshot wounds.

Traffic on the Dhaka-Sylhet highway was 
disrupted.

The police said the clash stemmed from a 
dispute over control of a local market.  

Selim Prodhan, a controversial figure 
previously linked to an online casino scandal, 
claims ownership of the land, which was formerly 
controlled by local Awami League leaders. 
Following a change in government, supporters 
of BNP leader Mostafizur Rahman Dipu Bhuiyan 
took control of the property.

During the violence, Prodhan’s house was 
vandalised, with several vehicles inside and outside 
the premises torched. 

Witnesses reported that the situation was 
brought under control after police, with army 
support, arrived at the scene.

Locals and police sources said that the clash 
involved supporters of BNP executive committee 
member Mostafizur Rahman Bhuiyan Dipu and 
Selim Prodhan. 

SEE PAGE 7 COL 5 
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NATIONALISATION DEMAND

Ebtedayee madrasa 
teachers end sit-in 
after govt assurance
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Teachers of independent Ebtedayee madrasas -- primary 
level educational institutions under madrasa board -- 
ended their sit-in protest yesterday after the government 
announced plans to nationalise all registered institutions.

SM Masudul Haque, joint secretary of the Technical 
and Madrasa Division under the Ministry of Education, 
made the announcement in front of the Fine Arts Faculty 
at Dhaka University, where several hundred teachers had 
been protesting.

“We have agreed in principle to nationalise all Ebtedayee 
madrasas in phases,” he said, following a meeting with a 
15-member delegation of the teachers. He also assured 
them that their other five demands would be addressed.

The announcement triggered emotional reactions 
among the teachers, with many cheering.

“We have ended our protest upon the government’s 
assurance,” said Rabiul Islam, an executive member of the 
Swatantra Ebtedayee Madrasa Shikkhak Oikyojote.

Another teacher hoped the nationalisation process 
would be implemented by June next year.

On Monday, the teachers had warned of tougher 
protests if their demands were not met by 2:00pm 
yesterday. Their sit-in began Sunday afternoon after 
police dispersed them with batons and water cannons 
during a march toward the Chief Adviser’s Office, where 
they planned to submit a six-point memorandum.

Protesters said many Ebtedayee madrasa teachers 
remain unpaid. About 1,100 institutions provide an 
allowance of up to Tk 3,500 per month, but payments are 
often irregular.

Interim govt 
‘jamaatising’ 

edn institutions
Alleges Ruhul Kabir Rizvi

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP Senior Joint Secretary General Ruhul Kabir 
Rizvi yesterday accused the interim government of 
“Jamaatising” the country’s educational institutions.

He claimed that individuals linked to Jamaat-e-
Islami have been appointed to key positions in leading 
universities.

Rizvi made the remarks while speaking as chief guest 
at a programme organised by the Diploma Engineers 
Association of Bangladesh at the Jatiya Press Club.

“During the 1/11 period, the government was 
called an army-backed government. Now, amid the 
ongoing student and public movements, the current 
government is being referred to as a government 
backed by a particular party,” he said.

“This government has ‘Jamaatised’ all educational 
institutions, which is very alarming. The Ministry of 
Education has been taken over by this particular party. 
Why has this been allowed? At Dhaka University, 
Rajshahi University, Chittagong University, and other 
institutions, Jamaat-affiliated individuals have been 
placed in key positions,” Rizvi alleged. 

Rizvi also criticised the appointment process in the 
education engineering department, citing an example 
of alleged bias.

“The top-ranked meritorious engineer in the 
education engineering department was a Chhatra Dal 
activist. However, he was not made the chief engineer. 
Instead, the fifth-ranked candidate was appointed 
because he belongs to that particular party,” he claimed.

Approval 
needed to cut 
trees under 
social forestry 
HC issues rule
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday 
ruled that trees planted 
under the social forestry 
programme cannot be cut 
without approval from 
designated authorities. 

It also stated that planters 
of the programme must be 
compensated at the market 
value of the trees.

The HC directed the 
authorities concerned of 
the government to amend 
the Social Forestry Rules, 
2004, to enforce this 
decision. 

Delivering the verdict on 
a writ position, it ordered 
the formation of separate 
committees at the capital, 
district, and upazila levels 
to oversee tree felling 
across the country.

For Dhaka, the court 
ordered the Department of 
Environment to establish 
a committee within 
seven days, including 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 7  

SEVEN COLLEGES

Students demand 
university outline  
within 15 days
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Students of seven colleges previously affiliated with 
Dhaka University yesterday gave the government 
a 15-day deadline to publish a framework for 
establishing an independent university.

“The committee responsible for the framework 
has assured us that their work is complete. We 
demand its publication within 15 days,” said 
Abdur Rahman, a Dhaka College student and 
spokesperson for the movement.

The announcement followed a meeting among 
student representatives of the seven colleges at 
Dhaka College auditorium.

Earlier, the students withdrew a 24-hour 
ultimatum after meeting advisers from the home 
and information ministries. “The government 
has shown a positive attitude towards our six-
point demands,” said Moinul Islam, another 
spokesperson, following the meeting at the Home 
Ministry.

The students also called off plans to seize New 
Market Police Station and block DU buses after the 
authorities cancelled the colleges’ affiliation with 
DU and reopened DU campus roads to the public.

The meeting, chaired by retired Lt Gen Md 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 7  

Survivors of the July uprising staged a protest at the capital’s Shahbagh yesterday, 
demanding swift trials for those responsible for the atrocities during the movement, as well 
as lifetime access to quality treatment, rehabilitation, and employment opportunities for the 
injured. PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

UAE Ambassador to Bangladesh Abdulla Ali Abdulla Khaseif AlHmoudi called on Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus at state guesthouse 
Jamuna yesterday.

PHOTO: PID

Top UAE 
companies 
to invest in 
Bangladesh
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two major companies from 
the United Arab Emirates, 
Abu Dhabi Ports Group and 
Masdar, have unveiled plans 
to invest in Bangladesh’s 
port development, 
management, and logistics, 
as well as the renewable 
energy sector.

The proposals were 
presented by Ahmad 
Ibrahim Al Mutawa, 
CEO of Abu Dhabi Ports 
Group, and Fatima 
Almadhloum Alsuwaidi, 
head of development 
and investment for 
Asia-Pacific at Masdar, 
during a meeting with 
Chief Adviser Professor 
Muhammad Yunus at 
the State Guest House 
Jamuna.

“Bangladesh is ready for 
business,” said the chief 
adviser, welcoming the 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6  

Govt to take 
measures to 
recover Sal 
forest: Rizwana
STAR REPORT

Environment 
Adviser Syeda 
R i z w a n a 
H a s a n 
y e s t e r d a y 
said the 
government will commence 
efforts to recover 150 acres 
of the Sal forest in Tangail 
from March.

Restoring lost forests 
is crucial for protecting 
nature and biodiversity, 
she said while addressing 
a workshop titled 
“Restoration of Madhupur 
Sal Forest through Co-
management” at the forest 
department headquarters 
in Dhaka.

The adviser said an action 
plan will be formulated 
and periodically updated, 
addressing the needs 
of forest-dependent 
communities.

A gazette-notified 
committee is set to be 
established by March, and 
a village forest rule will be 
introduced to define the 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6  

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The country recorded 26,659 fire 
incidents last year -- an average of 
73 per day, according to a report by 
the Fire Service and Civil Defence. 

Electrical malfunctions were 
the leading cause, accounting 
for 9,069 fire incidents, or 33.98 
percent of all cases.  

Cigarette butts ranked second, 
responsible for 4,139 fires (15.52 
percent), followed by stoves with 
3,056 incidents (11.46 percent). 

Fires from haystacks totalled 
4,513 (16.92 percent), while 
kitchens caused 2,411 incidents 
(9.04 percent).  

Other notable causes included 
unruly mobs 789, children playing 
with fire (759), gas cylinder 
leakages (704), and gas line 
malfunctions (465).  

The fires claimed 140 lives -- 107 
men and 33 women -- and left 341 
injured, including 237 men, 104 
women, and 37 firefighters. 

Two firefighters lost their lives 
during rescue operations.  

Brig Gen Muhammad Jahed 
Kamal, FSCD director general, 
said poor electrical systems are a 
significant contributor. “Cables 
often look fine externally but are 
compromised internally. Loose 
connections frequently cause 
overheating,” he said.

He stressed the need for regular 
audits by relevant departments.  

He added that awareness 
campaigns had reduced fire 
incidents in the garment sector. 
However, residential buildings 
remained the most vulnerable, 
accounting for 7,131 fire incidents 

Fire disaster: from faulty 
wirings to cigarettes 

140 deaths in 26,659 incidents last year

LEADING CAUSES 
Electrical Malfunctions: 9,069 incidents (33.98pc)

Cigarette Butts: 4,139 incidents (15.52pc)

Stoves: 3,056 incidents (11.46pc)

Haystacks: 4,513 incidents (16.92pc)

Residential Fires

7,131 incidents (26.74pc) 

Fatalities

107 men, 33 women

Injuries

237 men, 104 women

Firefighters

 37 injuries, 2  deathsSEE PAGE 4 COL 4  



NEWS
AL announces
FROM PAGE 5

and other leaders.
The party will also protest 
against the incidents of 
violence on the minorities 
including the Adivasis as 
well as the attacks on places 
of worship. 

Besides, it plans to 
raise its voice against the 
shutdown of garment and 
other factories, which has 
resulted in workers  losing 
their jobs. 

The AL will hold rallies 
and processions on February 
6 and 10. On February 16, 
it will go for a blockade. 
The party, however, didn’t 
mention if the blockade will 
be nationwide. 

For the concluding day, 
on February 18, the AL 
plans a countrywide dawn-
to-dusk hartal.

It said it will go for 
tougher programmes if 
any attempts are made to 
obstruct the programmes.

Govt to take
FROM PAGE 3

rights of forest-dependent 
communities and the 
responsibilities of the forest 
department, she also said.

The adviser also called 
for a swift resolution of 
forest-related lawsuits.
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Approval needed 
FROM PAGE 3

environmentalists, experts, 
and professors from 
Dhaka and Jahangirnagar 
Universities in this regard. 

At the district level, a 
committee will include 
the deputy commissioner, 
district environment 
officer, college professors, 
social workers, 
environmentalists, bar 
association representatives, 
and the civil surgeon. 

For upazilas, the 
committee will comprise 

upazila nirbahi officers, 
college principals, social 
workers, environmentalists, 
welfare officers, assistant 
commissioners for land, 
and LGED engineers.

The bench of Justice 
Fahmida Quader and Justice 
Mubina Asaf delivered the 
judgement in response 
to a writ petition filed by 
Human Rights and Peace 
for Bangladesh (HRPB) in 
2024, seeking action to curb 
rising temperatures and 
environmental pollution.

Students demand
FROM PAGE 3

Jahangir Alam Chowdhury, 
addressed several demands, 
including  immediate action 
against police personnel 
accused of assaulting 
Dhaka College student 
Rakib, the resignation of 
a DU pro-vice-chancellor, 
punishment for DU students 
accused of verbally abusing 
female college students, and 
justice for those responsible 
for recent clashes.

The affiliation of the 
seven colleges—Dhaka 
College, Eden Mohila 
College, Begum Badrunnesa 
College, Government 
Bangla College, Kabi Nazrul 
College, Government 
Titumir College, and 
Shaheed Suhrawardy 
College—had been 
established in 2017 to ease 
session jams and reduce 
pressure on the National 
University.

“There is no rivalry 
between DU and seven 
college students. Our 
mutual goal is quality 
education,” Rahman said.

Meanwhile, Chief 
Adviser Prof Muhammad 
Yunus had a meeting with 
UGC Chairman Prof SMA 
Faiz and DU VC Prof Niaz 
Ahmed Khan last night. 

Following the meeting, 
Prof Faiz told The Daily 
Star, “We are considering 
the welfare of the students. 
We will try to disclose our 
decision on January 30.”

Top UAE
FROM PAGE 3

investment proposals. 
“Bring your people and 

set up as many plants as 
you want.”

Abu Dhabi Ports Group, 
the fourth major port 
operator to express interest 
in Bangladesh in just one 
week, aims to partner 
with the Chittagong Port 
Authority to develop 
one of the proposed Bay 
Terminals. 

This venture would 
involve financing, 
operating, and 
maintaining container and 
multipurpose terminals.

Masdar, a renewable 
energy company, 
has proposed a $500 
million investment in a 
250-megawatt solar power 
project on reclaimed 
coastal land.

UAE Ambassador 
Abdulla Ali Alhmoudi 
and other senior officials, 
including Khalilur Rahman 
and Lamiya Morshed, were 
also present. 

During the meeting, 
Alhmoudi extended an 
invitation for the Chief 
Adviser to attend the World 
Government Summit in 
Dubai this February.

Fire disaster
FROM PAGE 3

(26.74 percent).
Last year’s fires caused 
property losses estimated 
at Tk 446 crore, but fire 
service efforts saved assets 
worth Tk 1,974 crore.  

The FSCD also 
conducted 18,983 
drills, 15,683 awareness 
campaigns, and 7,769 
training sessions, reaching 
147,717 participants. 
Special focus was given to 
the garment sector, with 
3,921 sessions held for 
156,840 workers.  

In enforcing fire safety 
regulations, 147 mobile 

courts imposed fines 
totalling Tk 2.58 crore on 
149 establishments, with 
legal action taken against 
three organisations.  

Rescue operations by the 
FSCD saved 10,826 injured 
individuals and recovered 
2,437 deceased. 

Road accidents 
contributed to 6,408 
incidents, resulting in 9,319 
injuries and 1,484 fatalities.  

While the number of fire 
incidents decreased from 
27,624 in 2023, casualties 
rose, with 140 fatalities in 
2024 compared to 102 the 
previous year. 

Suspect Rabbani
FROM PAGE 5

“We got crucial information 
from Rabbani during 
primary interrogation, so 
we sought remand to glean 
more information,” said 
Shafiqul Islam, officer-in-
charge of Sonadanga Police 
Station.

Earlier, unidentified 
miscreants shot and 
hacked Arnob to death 
at Sheikhpara Tentultala 

intersection in Khulna city 
on Friday night.

Police later detained 
three of Arnob’s friends.

Arnob’s father, Nitish 
Kumar, filed a case 
against 20-25 unidentified 
individuals on Saturday. 

After primary 
interrogation, police 
released two of the detainees 
to their families and showed 
Rabbani arrested in the case. 

Workers continue
FROM PAGE 5

Golam Rasul Nur Alam 
Chowdhury, general 
manager (sales) of Padma, 
said, “On Monday, only 
four tonnes of octane, four 
tonnes of petrol, and 59 
tonnes of diesel were sold 
from the Padma depot. 
Meghna and Jamuna 
only sold eight tonnes 
and five tonnes of diesel, 
respectively, and nothing 
else.”

“Many customers want 
to procure fuel from us, 
but they are unable to do 
so due to safety concerns. 
Workers are attacking fuel 
tankers as soon as they 

leave the depots,” he added.
Badruzzaman Bablu, 

president of the Jashore 
Bus Owners Association, 
said, “We expect the 
administration to solve 
the problem quickly. 
Otherwise, transportation 
will stop, and passengers 
will suffer.”

Officer-in-Charge (OC) 
of Khalishpur Police Station 
Md Rafiqul Islam said they 
requested the workers to 
drive their oil tankers and 
stop the abstention, but 
they refused to listen.

[Our correspondents 
from Khulna and Benapole 
contributed to this report.]

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
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Graduates and guests at the 8th convocation ceremony of Dhaka International University at the PSC 
Convention Hall, Mirpur-14, yesterday. PHOTO: COURTESY  

2nd Edition

242 iron
FROM PAGE 5

LGED’s executive engineer 
in Patuakhali, Hossain 
Ali Mir, said a list of the 
242 damaged bridges has 
been submitted to the 
higher authorities. Upon 
receiving instructions, cost 
estimates will be prepared, 
and funds will be sought.

Once the necessary 
funds are allocated, repair 
and reconstruction work 
will commence promptly, 
he said.



CITY  
AL announces 
9-day protest 
from Feb 1
Blockade on Feb 16,  
hartal on Feb 18
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Awami League has announced a nine-day 
programme, including hartals and blockades, to 
protest what it said are the price hike of essentials, 
deteriorating law and order, and killings of party 
leaders and activists.

The programmes will begin on February 1, 
according to a press release issued by the party 
yesterday. The release was posted also on its 
verified Facebook page.

At the programmes, the AL will demand the 
withdrawal of “false and baseless” ICT cases filed on 
murder and other charges against Sheikh Hasina 
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14 DISTRICTS

Workers continue 
strike, fuel supply 
remains suspended

STAR REPORT

Fuel supply in 14 districts of Khulna and Faridpur 
regions remained suspended for the third consecutive 
day yesterday due to tank lorry workers continuing their 
abstention, protesting the arrest of Khulna Divisional 
Tank Lorry Workers’ Union General Secretary Ali Azim.

Azim was arrested on Sunday in a case filed over 
vandalising a local BNP office in Khulna’s Khalishpur. 

As the issue has not been resolved, the sale of oil, 
including petrol, diesel, octane, etc., will be stopped at 
around 300 pumps in just the Khulna Division today 
(Wednesday), according to Sajjadul Karim Kabul, president 
of the Khulna Division Fuel Distributors Association.

The abstention has been jointly called by the 
Bangladesh Tank Lorry Owners’ Association, Bangladesh 
Fuel Distributors’ Association, Khulna Divisional Tank 
Lorry Workers’ Union, and the Padma, Meghna, and 
Jamuna Tank Lorry Workers’ Welfare Association.

Now, stock of oil at most pumps in the Khulna and 
Faridpur region has plummeted to zero.

Mir Moksed Ali, president of the Padma, Meghna, and 
Jamuna Tanker Workers’ Welfare Association, said, “We 
tried to convince the workers to stop the blockade on 
Sunday night. They refused, after which we were then 
attacked by joint forces. I was also beaten up. Now, the 
workers are angry about this incident and won’t relent 
until Ali Azim is released.”

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2  

KU STUDENT MURDER

Suspect Rabbani 
on 2-day remand
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

A Khulna court yesterday placed Golam Rabbani, 
a suspect in the case filed over Khulna University 
student Arnob’s murder, on a two-day remand for 
interrogation. 

Judge Md Rakibul Islam of Khulna Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate’s Court-1 passed the 
order after Ashraful Alam, investigation officer of 
the case and a sub-inspector of Sonadanga Police 
Station, produced Rabbani before the court with 
seven-day remand prayer, said S Haridas, general 
recording officer of the court.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4  

Years of neglect and lack of maintenance led  
to significant deterioration

242 iron bridges in 
Patuakhali turn risky

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

At least 242 iron bridges across 
eight upazilas in Patuakhali are 
in a dilapidated state and require 
urgent repairs or reconstruction 
to ensure safe and uninterrupted 
commutes for residents. 

Locals are facing severe 
difficulties travelling to different 
areas within the district due to the 
poor condition of these bridges, 
which serve as critical links for 
transportation. Students of various 
educational institutions in the 
affected upazilas are among those 
most impacted by the situation.

The Local Government 
Engineering Department 
(LGED) constructed these 
bridges over canals and 
waterbodies across 
Patuakhali in the 
1990s and early 
2000s to improve 
rural connectivity.

However, years 
of neglect and lack 
of maintenance 
have led to significant 
deterioration, while some 
bridges have been damaged 
from collisions with water vessels.

LGED has identified 242 bridges 
in the district as risky, including 63 
in Bauphal, 56 in Mirzaganj, 42 in 
Patuakhali Sadar, 35 in Galachipa, 
and 10 each in Dashmina, Rangabali, 

Dumki, and 
Kalapara upazilas. 
According to 
LGED, only four 
of these bridges 

can be repaired, 
while the rest 

require complete 
replacement.

One example is the 
bridge over the Lebukhali Bharani 
canal in Dumki upazila near the 
Government Habibullah High 
School. In mid-2021, a sand-laden 
cargo vessel collided with the bridge, 
causing a section to collapse and 

severing direct connectivity between 
the canal’s two banks. Thousands 
of residents who depended on 
the bridge for daily commutes are 
now forced to cross the canal by 
boat, which poses significant risks. 
Despite protests and human chains 
by locals, no action has been taken 
to rebuild the structure.

In another instance, the iron 
bridge over the Khaprabhanga 
canal in Kalapara upazila collapsed 
on 2 April 2020 due to tidal 
pressure, cutting off connectivity 
for residents of at least 15 villages. 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1  

2nd Edition

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1  



ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

NEWS

DHAKA WEDNESDAY JANUARY 29, 2025 

MAGH 15, 1431 BS        6

Muggings even in daylight
FROM PAGE 12

3,000,” he said.
Police officers say the actual number 

of muggings could be higher because 
many people do not even file general 
diaries.

Tanvir Islam, a software engineer, said 
he was mugged on the walkway along 
the Turag river in Mohammadpur’s 
Dhaka Udyan area two weeks ago.

“But I did not go to the police,” he 
said.

He said he caught a man who tried to 
snatch his phone in Nobodoy Housing 
on September 17. 

“I handed the man to the cops and 
filed a case with Mohammadpur Police 
Station. But the police kept my phone as 
evidence, and advised me to get a court 
order to get it back. Who would want 
this kind of hassle?” he asked.

“No hour is safe on some streets 
of Mohammadpur. Not only are they 
robbing, but they are also stabbing and 
hacking people.”

Mohammadpur resident Roksana 
Parvin said her 20-year-old son was 
mugged on December 20 near Kisholoy 
Girls School and College on Tajmahal 
Road.

“The police told us to file a GD,” she 
said, adding that the phone remains 
unrecovered.

A PERSISTENT THREAT

Locals say mugging incidents are 
prevalent in Bosila, Tin Rastar Mor, 
Dhaka Udyan, Nobodoy Housing, 
Chand Udyan, Bosila Garden City, 40 
Feet Road, Chandrima Housing, Ekota 
Housing, and Nabinagar.

On October 19, three people were 
mugged on 40-Feet Road around 
3:30pm.

The next day, a gang of robbers 
wielding machetes stopped a microbus 
of a company in Mohammadia Housing 
around 9:45am and took away Tk 10.75 
lakh in cash.

On October 21, a female university 
student was mugged near her home in 
Nobodoy Housing around 6:30am. In a 
33-second security camera footage that 
went viral, a young man in black shorts 
and four others with knives are seen 
snatching her purse.

On October 24, several men entered 
a grocery store on the 40-Feet Road, 
held the shopkeeper at knifepoint, and 
looted the cash register.

Recently, a video went viral on social 
media showing a teenage boy hacking 
another boy with a machete in broad 
daylight in the Dhaka Udyan area.

Locals say teen and youth gangs are 
often behind these reckless crimes.

There are allegations that during 
the Awami League regime, these gangs 
were protected by the Chhatra League 

and Jubo League.
Locals say turf wars among these 

gangs have also become common in 
recent weeks.

Amid the situation, the army has set 
up camps in the area to curb crime.

According to an intelligence report, 
there are at least 432 spots where 
muggings take place frequently. Of 
those places, Mohammadpur has 108. 
The report mentions 205 individuals 
identified as active muggers in 
Mohammadpur.

Contacted, Mohammad Ibne 
Mizan, Deputy Commissioner (Tejgaon 
Division) of Dhaka Metropolitan Police, 
said, “A large number of homeless 
people live and work in Mohammadpur. 
The suspects can easily flee to Gabtoli, 
Old Dhaka, and Keraniganj through the 
Beribadh.

“We made a list based on last year’s 
data. Police will now increase vigilance 
and patrolling.”

Inspector General of Police Baharul 
Alam at a crime review meeting of 
Dhaka Metropolitan Police recently 
said the police must make every effort 
to stop crimes like extortion and 
mugging.

At the meeting, DMP Commissioner 
SM Sazzat Ali said police would practice 
a zero-tolerance policy for snatchers 
and extortionists.

China’s DeepSeek AI 
FROM PAGE 12

votes to become defence secretary, 
referred to the names of Confederate 
generals that were once used for two key 
bases during his remarks to reporters as 
he entered the Pentagon on his first full 
day on the job. 

Trump signed the executive orders 
while flying back from Miami to 
Washington DC.

One of the executive orders signed 
by Trump said that expressing a “gender 
identity” different from an individual’s 
sex at birth did not meet military 
standards.

While the order banned the use of 
“invented” pronouns in the military, 
it did not answer basic questions 
including whether transgender soldiers 
currently serving in the military would 
be allowed to stay and, if not, how they 
would be removed.

Trump’s plans have been heavily 
criticised by advocacy groups, which say 
his actions would be illegal. 

“President Trump has made clear 
that a key priority for his administration 

is driving transgender people back 
into the closet and out of public life 
altogether,” Joshua Block, with the 
ACLU, said earlier on Monday. 

Trump also signed an executive 
order that “mandated a process to 
develop an ‘American Iron Dome’.”

The short-range Iron Dome air 
defense system was built by Israel’s 
Rafael Advanced Defense Systems with 
US backing, and was built to intercept 
rockets fired by the Palestinian Islamist 
movement Hamas in Gaza towards 
Israel.

Trump’s administration on Monday 
fired more than a dozen Justice 
Department lawyers who brought two 
criminal cases against him, an official 
said.

The officials were fired after Acting 
Attorney General James McHenry, 
a Trump appointee, concluded they 
“could not be trusted to faithfully 
implement the President’s agenda 
because of their significant role in 
prosecuting the President,” a Justice 
Department official said.

Going against people
FROM PAGE 12

The BNP leader noted that the people 
will ultimately determine the future of 
political parties.

“At the end of the day, it is the 
people who will decide whether we are 
popular or not. We must stand with 
them and ensure they stay with us.”

He said that the public is now more 
aware and willing to place their trust 
in the BNP.

“If anyone within the party acts in a 
way that breaks this trust, neither I nor 
the party will support them. I will not 
shelter such individuals.

“The party must be selfish in 
this regard. If any party member 
erodes public trust, we cannot own 
them in the party. We have endured 

adversities, oppression, and torture to 
reach this point. We cannot afford to 
compromise on this matter.”

Tarique said that the party would 
not tolerate individuals who harm its 
reputation for personal gain.

“We have already severed ties with 
those who acted against the party’s 
interests. Some may question what 
will happen next, but I am taking 
action based on the information 
available. I am making my stance clear 
as I proceed.

“I want to make one thing clear: we 
will not associate with individuals who 
engage in wrongdoing or unethical 
practices. As a political party, we are 
striving to do our best.”

Girls’ football match called off
FROM PAGE 12

They addressed the crowd and 
termed the women’s football match 
“anti-Islamic”.

One speaker was quoted as saying, 
“Islam teaches us to keep women 
within the confines of modesty. By 
promoting women’s sports, you are 
encouraging immorality. We warn 
you to stop these activities, or there 
will be resistance in future.”

They then marched to the football 
pitch and proceeded to tear down the 

fence. The incident was livecast on 
Facebook.

Samiul Hasan Emon, president 
of the T-Star Club and a local BNP 
leader, said the protesters’ actions 
caused damages of over Tk 1 lakh. 

Akkelpur Police Station Officer-
in-Charge Anisur Rahman said 
madrasa students and local Islamists 
were involved in dismantling the 
fence.

He, however, said that no formal 
complaints had been filed.

Shinepukur, Beximco
FROM PAGE 1

Beximco’s laid-off factories have been 
demanding the reopening of 16 units 
that were closed in December.

“Beximco’s loan scandal has 
surpassed the scandal of the Bangladesh 
Bank reserve heist,” said the adviser.

The conglomerate’s loans are over 
Tk 40,000 crore, including Tk 28,544 
crore taken by its 32 textile and apparel 
subsidiaries.

“Of those 32 factories, 16 exist only 
on paper. But these factories were 
used [as collateral] to take loans.”

The Bangladesh Bank will conduct 
a forensic audit to investigate whether 
there were irregularities and on what 
basis the loans were provided by Janata 
Bank and other financial institutions 
to the industrial establishments of 
Beximco Industrial Park, he said.

Beximco owes Janata Bank Tk 
23,285 crore, Sonali Bank Tk 1,424 

crore, Agrani Bank Tk 420 crore, 
Rupali Bank Tk 987 crore and National 
Bank Tk 315 crore, United Commercial 
Bank Tk 333 crore, AB Bank Tk 938 
crore, Exim Bank Tk 497 crore, Global 
Islami Bank Tk 61 crore, Dutch Bangla 
Bank Tk 94 crore, IFIC Bank Tk 78 
crore and Bangladesh Infrastructure 
Finance Fund around Tk 87 crore.

Departmental and legal actions will 
be taken based on the audit findings, 
which will be complete by February.

The FID along with BB will take 
departmental action, including the 
dismissal of the receiver, for failing to 
implement the advisory committee’s 
decision on the closure process of 
Beximco’s laid-off companies.

This includes not arranging for the 
announcement of the committee’s 
decision via TV scrolls, he said, adding 
that the FID will take steps to replace 
the receiver.

ACC sues S Alam’s 
son, 51 others 
FROM PAGE 12

Mohammad Selim Uddin, former 
director and chairman of Islami 
Bank’s Executive Committee; Syed 
Abu Asad, former nominee director; 
Dr Tanvir Ahmad, former member 
of the Executive Committee and 
vice chairman; Md Manzur Hasan, 
assistant vice president and branch 
manager of Islami Bank; Muhammad 
Sirajul Kabir, senior vice president 
and former branch manager, among 
others.

The ACC had previously filed 
two cases against Ahsanul for 
embezzlement from the same bank. 

On December 19, the ACC filed 
a case accusing Ahsanul Alam of 
embezzling thousands of crores of 
taka from Islami Bank, and 56 others.

On January 9, the ACC filed another 
case involving the embezzlement of 
approximately Tk 994 crore from 
Islami Bank. Ahsanul Alam, along 
with 54 others, was accused in the 
case.

Ex-ADC, 2 cops
FROM PAGE 12

time, he added.
The court set February 23 for the next 

hearing and progress report regarding 
Arshad Hossain, while hearings for the 
other two individuals were scheduled 
for March 24. The arrestees are to be 
kept in jail until then.

The trio were already in police 
custody over various allegations, and 
sources said they were part of the six 
police officers against whom the ICT 
issued arrest warrants on Monday.

The Bangladesh Film 
Students’ Association 
(BFSA) will host the 
National Film Conference 
at Dhaka University, 
today at 3pm, to address 
critical issues regarding 
reforming the country’s 
film sector. 

The event, under the 
theme Shongskarey Cholochitro, Poribortone 
Desh, will bring together over 500 filmmakers, 
students, and professionals. 

Key topics include outdated certification laws, 
inadequate film distribution infrastructure, and 
the need for improved film educational facilities. 
Industry leaders, including interim government 
advisers, will propose solutions to help elevate the 
film industry.

The conference will also explore the 
development of Gazipur Film City and seek 
government support to combat piracy and 
enhance local production, aiming for a brighter 
cinematic future.

Industry leaders to 
address challenges in 
Bangladeshi cinema

WHAT’S THE HAPS?

Step into the mystical world of Pakhider 
Bidhansobha, a captivating Sufi-inspired 
play based on Farid-Ud-Din Attar’s poem 

Mantiq-ut-Tayr. 

Staged at the National Theatre Hall, 
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy, this 

theatrical journey, directed by Dr 
Ahmedul Kabir and performed by Dhaka 
University’s theatre students, will explore 

the quest for self-introspection and 
enlightenment.

DATE: FRIDAY-MONDAY | FEBRUARY 
7-10

TIME:  4PM AND 7PM ONWARDS 
VENUE: BANGLADESH SHILPAKALA 

ACADEMY

‘Pakhider Bidhansobha’

Bangladesh’s rock icon, Nagar Baul’s 
James, will headline the much-
anticipated Gala Night concert at the 
Flower Fest 2025, set to take place at 
MA Aziz Stadium in Chattogram on 
February 6.

Organised by the Chattogram District 
Administration, the event will see 
James take the stage after performances 
from leading bands including Artcell, 
Shironamhin, Lalon, AvoidRafa, 
Arbovirus, Unmaad, and Teerondaz. 

The concert marks the conclusion of 
the month-long Flower Fest at Faujdarhat 
DC Flower Park. The event gates will 
open to audiences in the afternoon, 
with performances starting at 6:30pm, 
culminating in James taking the stage as 
the final act. 

JAMES 
to headline ‘Gala 
Night’ concert in 

Chattogram

National Award-winning filmmaker 
and musician Anjan Dutt has called 
for resolving political tensions 
between Bangladesh and India, 
highlighting the untapped potential 
in both nations’ film industries. 

Speaking to an Indian media 
outlet, the artiste emphasised, 

“Art unites where politics divides”, 
urging both countries to boost 
cultural collaboration. 

He praised Bangladesh’s rich 
heritage and talented filmmakers, 
actors, and musicians, advocating 
for substantial partnerships 
between Kolkata and Dhaka. 

Dutt also expressed concern over 
modern filmmaking trends that 
prioritise technical aspects over 
the actor-focused direction. His 
remarks come ahead of his new film 
Ei Raat Tomar Amar directed by 
Parambrata Chattopadhyay, where 

he stars alongside Aparna Sen.

Anjan Dutt calls 
for resolving 

‘Bangladesh issue’ 
to boost Kolkata-

Dhaka film ties

The sixth edition of the National 
Sculpture Exhibition, organised by 
the Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy 
(BSA), concluded last Monday after a 
month-long display.

Inaugurated on December 21, 
2024, the exhibition was extended 
by seven days, with the closing 
ceremony held at the Academy’s 
National Art Gallery Auditorium. 

Dr Syed Jamil Ahmed, director 
general of BSA, chaired the ceremony, 

which included reviews by Dr Abdus 
Sattar and speeches by professor 
Nazma Khan Majlis and and other 

directors of BSA’s departments. 
The director general highlighted 

the exhibition’s role in inspiring 
creativity across multiple art forms. 
He also announced the upcoming 
Festival of Multilingualism set for 
February. 

This year’s event featured 178 
artworks by 159 artists, with 13 
awards presented, celebrating the 
BSA’s efforts in promoting the art of 
sculptures since 1982.

Curtain falls on the sixth National 

Sculpture Exhibition

Kiran Rao’s 
directorial film 
Laapataa Ladies 
has recently earned 
a nomination for 
the Japan Academy 
Film Prize. After its 
theatrical release in 
Japan in October, last 
year, the film was well- re ceive d 
by audiences and successfully ran for 
100 days at the box office. 

It is now nominated in the esteemed 
Best International Film category at the 
2024 Japan Academy Film Prize.

Laapataa Ladies is 
competing in the category 
alongside Christopher 
Nolan’s Oppenheimer, 
Yorgos Lanthimos’ Poor 
Things, Jonathan Glazer’s 
The Zone of Interest, and 
Alex Garland’s Civil War. 

The winner will be presented with 
the award during the event’s ceremony 
on March 14.

Directed by Kiran Rao, Laapataa 
Ladies stars Nitanshi Goel, Pratibha 
Ranta, Sparsh Shrivastava, Chhaya 
Kadam, and Ravi Kishan, among others.

‘Laapataa 
Ladies’ 
bags Japan 
Academy 
Film Prize 
nomination

City

300,000 
Palestinians return
FROM PAGE 12

In a separate statement, it said more 
than 5,500 government employees 
were working to facilitate the return 
of hundreds of thousands of displaced 
people from the southern and central 
governorates to Gaza’s north, reports Al 
Jazeera online.

Meanwhile, Iran’s Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said 
yesterday that Gaza had brought 
Israel “to its knees”, in a reference 
to the recent ceasefire in the 
Palestinian territory.

“The small, limited Gaza brought 
the Zionist regime, armed to the 
teeth, and fully supported by 
America, to its knees,” Khamenei 
said during a meeting with officials 
in Tehran.

Also yesterday, Iran’s foreign 
ministry spokesman, Esmaeil Baqaei, 
criticised US President Donald Trump’s 
idea to move Palestinians out of Gaza 
to other locations such as Egypt or 
Jordan, reports AFP.

Qatar reaffirmed its support for a 
two-state solution. “Our position has 
always been clear to the necessity of 
the Palestinian people receiving their 
rights, and that the two-state solution 
is the only path forward,” foreign 
ministry spokesperson Majed al-Ansari 
told media, when asked about Trump’s 
comments.

In the occupied West Bank, Israeli 
forces have arrested at least 25 
Palestinians since yesterday evening, 
according to the Commission of 
Detainees and Ex-Detainees Affairs and 
the Palestinian Prisoners Society.

“The occupation forces continue to 
carry out field investigations in several 
towns in addition to the widespread 
abuse, attacks and threats against 
citizens, as well as acts of vandalism 
and destruction in citizens’ homes,” the 
joint statement said.
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Pakistan army 
foils militant 
attempt to 
take post
REUTERS, Quetta

Militants in an explosive-
laden vehicle were thwarted 
in their attempt to overrun a 
Pakistani security post near 
the border with Afghanistan, 
the army said yesterday.

The five attackers, 
including two suicide 
bombers, were killed when 
the post came under attack 
in Qila Abdullah district of 
Balochistan, the military 
said in a statement.

“The attempt to enter 
the post was effectively 
thwarted by our own 
troops,” it said, adding that 
the Pakistani troops forced 
the militants to ram the 
explosive-laden vehicle into 
the perimeter wall. Two 
soldiers were killed, it said.

Migrants gather at the Albanian port of Shengjin yesterday, after disembarking from the Italian navy ship 
Cassiopea, which arrived in Albania as part of a deal with Italy to process thousands of asylum-seekers 
caught near Italian waters. PHOTO: REUTERS

GOVERNMENT CORRUPTION

Serbia’s PM resigns 
after student protests
REUTERS, Belgrade

Serbian Prime Minister 
Milos Vucevic resigned 
yesterday, becoming 
the highest-ranking 
official to step down 
amid a wave of anti-
corruption protests 
that have spread across 
the country.

The anti-government 
demonstrations sprang up in 
the wake of the roof collapsing at a 
railway station in the city of Novi Sad, 
killing 15 people and leading to calls 
for Vucevic to quit.

What began as small gatherings in 
Novi Sad have ballooned and spread 
to the capital Belgrade as students, 
teachers and other workers have 
turned out in their thousands to blame 
the station disaster on corruption 

within the government of 
President Aleksandar 

Vucic.
The minister 

for construction, 
transportation and 
infrastructure, and 
the trade minister have 

already stepped down 
because of the incident, 

but that failed to quell the 
protests.

“I opted for this step in order to 
defuse tensions”, Vucevic told a news 
conference yesterday, announcing 
his resignation. He said the mayor of 
Novi Sad would also resign. “With this 
we have met all demands of the most 
radical protesters.”

The protests, which included 
students putting up a blockade at a 
main junction in Belgrade this week, 
have been largely peaceful.

PHONE CALL WITH INDIA PM

Trump 
emphasises 
‘fair’ trade
Discusses defense buys, 
immigration with Modi

REUTERS, Washington

US President Donald Trump has said India “will do what’s 
right” when it comes to taking back Indian immigrants 
who came to the US illegally, following a phone call with 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

The leaders spoke on Monday, their first conversation 
since Trump’s inauguration last week.

Trump also stressed the importance of India buying 
more American-made security equipment and moving 
toward a fair bilateral trading relationship.

Trump later 
himself told reporters 
that Modi will visit 
the US sometime in 
February. The White 
House said earlier that 
plans for a Modi visit 
were discussed by the 
two leaders.

In what the 
White House called 
a “productive call,” 
the leaders discussed 
expanding and 
deepening cooperation and issues including security in 
the Indo-Pacific, the Middle East, and Europe.

Reuters reported last week that Indian and US 
diplomats are trying to arrange a meeting of the leaders 
as early as February.

Trump and Modi enjoyed warm relations in the US 
president’s first term, but during his campaign for re-
election Trump called India a “very big abuser” on trade 
and vowed to use tariffs on global imports into the US to 
correct imbalances. 

Trump has also threatened the BRICS group of nations, 
of which India is a part, with tariffs if they did not accept 
his demand of committing to not create a new currency.

In Monday’s call, Trump “emphasised the importance 
of India increasing its procurement of American-made 
security equipment and moving toward a fair bilateral 
trading relationship,” a White House statement said.

The US is India’s largest trading partner and two-way 
trade surpassed $118 billion in 2023/24, with India posting 
a surplus of $32 billion.

India is also an important strategic partner in US efforts to 
counter China, and in a social media post on Monday, Modi 
called Trump a “dear friend” and said they were “committed 
to a mutually beneficial and trusted partnership.”

Leaders discuss 
global security 
issues in 
‘productive’ call

Modi’s visit to 
Washington 
was discussed

City

You’re in for defeat if 
you oppose ‘71
FROM PAGE 2

leaders, his contribution to 
the birth of Bangladesh is 
undeniable. Therefore, we 
will give Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman, pre-1972, his due 
importance.”

Mahfuj said, “Some 
freedom fighters may 
have become fascist, 
Islamophobic, or 
murderous, but the 
Liberation War itself was 
a struggle of the masses. 

The actions of some 
freedom fighters cannot 
invalidate or undermine 
the Liberation War or 
its participants. Doing 
so would be treasonous 
against the foundation of 
the state!

“We often forget that 
the first decade after the 
Liberation War was marked 
by a struggle between 
fascist Mujibist freedom 
fighters and patriotic, anti-
Indian freedom fighters. 
However, even the most 
anti-imperialist among 

them never dared to reject 
the Liberation War itself... ”

He termed the 2024 
uprising a continuation 
of the Liberation War’s 
historical legacy.

“This uprising was 
against the ‘fascist Mujibist 
project’ following the 
war, against BAKSAL 2.0. 
However, it reclaimed the 
Liberation War from the 
Mujibist project and the 
Sheikh family.”

Mahfuj also said, “Pro-
Bangladesh forces must 
align with pro-Liberation 
War values. It is true that 
many freedom fighters 
later became fascist 
collaborators. Today, they 
have been defeated by 
students and the masses. 
Similarly, those opposing 
the Liberation War will 
continue to be defeated 
for standing against the 
oppressed people of 
Bangladesh.

“Do not stand against 
history. We must 
unconditionally and 
unequivocally accept the 
legacy of ’71 and ’24 and 
move forward together to 
protect the nation from 
division.”

Swechchhasebak 
Dal clash leaves 
FROM PAGE 2

JCD, The Swechchhasebak 
Dal activists were 
reportedly led by Rafiqul 
Islam, convener of the 
Rupganj upazila unit, while 
the JCD activists were 
led by its former district 
vice-president, Masudur 
Rahman. Both sides are 
reported to have exchanged 
gunfire.

Witnesses said 
a procession by 
Swechchhasebak Dal 
on the Dhaka-Sylhet 
Highway escalated into a 

confrontation with JCD 
activists near Prodhan’s 
house. 

Mehedi Islam, senior 
assistant superintendent 
of police, said, “We brought 
the situation under control 
with the help of the army.” 

Police recovered at least 
10 bullet casings and an 
unexploded crude bomb 
from the scene.

No case had been filed 
in connection with the 
incident as of 7:00pm 
yesterday.

He termed the 
2024 uprising a 

continuation of the 
Liberation War’s 
historical legacy.
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A welcome move, but 
much remains undone
Separation of seven colleges from DU 
was long overdue
There is no easy way to characterise the crisis emanating from 
the re-affiliation of Dhaka-based seven colleges with Dhaka 
University, or the decision for their “respectful separation” 
on Monday. It has been a messy affair through and through—
the de-affiliation is meant to resolve an issue that shouldn’t 
have arisen in the first place, and it now potentially ushers 
in another period of uncertainty not unlike the chaotic 
buildup to this moment. So, while we welcome the long-
overdue decision—following years of student protests and 
administrative struggles—we must also acknowledge that the 
road ahead is anything but simple.

But before addressing the future, we must ask why those 
in authority always see reason only after protests and such 
extreme measures. Why are critical educational decisions 
taken in haste and without proper considerations? That the 
re-affiliation with DU—which was in charge of the colleges 
before the National University (NU) took over the responsibility 
in 1992 and held it until 2017—was a flawed move was no 
secret. For eight years, college students have suffered as DU, 
already burdened with its own challenges, failed to handle the 
additional pressure. The result was increased session jams, 
delays in exam schedules, inconsistent grading, and growing 
frustration among students. What then took the authorities 
so long to separate them? The students’ resistance to any 
affiliation with NU again is also understandable, as it would be 
a step backward rather than forward. 

What should happen, then? The UGC is reportedly 
considering “various models” for a separate university or 
institution combining the seven colleges. Finding a solution 
that serves both students and the nation in the long run 
will not be easy, given the many complexities involved. Such 
an endeavour requires time, space, resources, and careful 
planning. Some of the colleges currently offer higher secondary 
education—will they be separated from the new university? 
Faculty members in these colleges are recruited under the 
BCS education cadre—will they continue under the existing 
structure, or will a new recruitment policy be developed? 
Moreover, while it has been decided that new college students 
from the 2025 session will no longer be under DU, it is unclear 
who will oversee their academic and administrative affairs. 
And what about certificates for the students graduating in 
the next few years? These are critical issues that cannot be 
resolved overnight.

It is likely that while the mistake of DU re-affiliation has been 
corrected, its consequences will continue to unfold for years. 
The authorities, therefore, must ensure that the transition 
is handled with utmost care and transparency. Rushed or 
poorly thought-out measures will only create new problems, 
perpetuating the cycle of discontent.

Passengers must not 
be held hostage
Rail workers should withdraw 
strike, return to negotiation table
Government workers undoubtedly have the right to express 
grievances just like any other professional group, but not at 
the expense of citizens who they are employed to serve. This 
message becomes pertinent after thousands of people have 
been left stranded at railway stations across the country 
following a strike by train drivers and support staff that began 
early Tuesday.

According to a report by this daily, the origins of this protest 
trace back to the Awami League regime. In November 2021, the 
finance ministry issued a gazette cancelling extra pay for train 
drivers, assistant drivers (locomasters, assistant locomasters), 
guards, and traveling ticket checkers for overtime work. 
Previously, they also received pension benefits based on their 
extra pay. The AL government backtracked from this decision 
in 2022 in the face of protests, but the gazette was not officially 
revoked. Moreover, rail workers recruited in these positions 
since 2022 were denied these benefits in their appointment 
letters. While the new recruits accepted these terms, they went 
on work abstention last December, demanding equal benefits. 

In response, the finance ministry issued a circular on 
January 23 stating that new recruits’ overtime pay could be 
100 percent of their normal work hours but could not exceed 
their basic salary. However, the circular did not say anything 
about retirement benefits. Consequently, rail drivers and 
support staff have gone on strike, demanding the cancellation 
of the 2021 gazette and equal overtime and retirement benefits 
for all workers, regardless of their recruitment year.

We believe the government can, and should, promptly 
address this issue by evaluating the merit of workers’ demands. 
It has a responsibility to ensure that government employees at 
any level are properly remunerated. That said, the employees 
also have a duty to serve people and leave room for negotiation—
they cannot just hold citizens hostage with a nationwide 
strike. Unfortunately, in recent months, we have seen similar 
protests by various groups of government employees that raise 
questions about their sense of duty. Citizens, who just want to 
go about their daily lives, cannot seem to catch a break from 
this stream of protests often blocking roads, intersections, 
and even essential services like emergency medical care. We 
urge protesting rail workers to return to the negotiating table 
instead of weaponising public services.

The recent clashes between Dhaka 
University (DU) students and those 
of the seven affiliated colleges reflect 
a crisis that is far more profound 
than administrative inefficiencies or 
infrastructural shortcomings. These 
clashes have become a recurring 
spectacle, underpinned by the students’ 
sense of alienation and the systemic 
challenges that have plagued the 
reaffiliation of these colleges since its 
inception nearly eight years ago. The 
decision for a “respectful separation” 
from DU may seem like a solution to the 
immediate unrest, but it fails to address 
the underlying issues of identity, 
governance, and practicality at the core 
of this crisis.

At the core of this problem lies an 
unresolved duality that extends beyond 
student grievances—the conflicting 
dynamics within the teacher class. DU 
faculty operate within an academic 
hierarchy rooted in institutional 
autonomy and governance, while 
teachers of the seven colleges closely 
identify with their status as BCS cadres, 
tied to the rigid hierarchical structure 
of the civil service. This divide creates a 
mental chasm between the two groups, 
as BCS teachers, despite their roles as 
educators, often prioritise bureaucratic 
prestige over academic engagement. 
The inflexible nature of this divide has 
exacerbated tensions and rendered 
collaboration within the affiliation 
increasingly untenable, potentially 
contributing to recurring student 
clashes. Addressing this fundamental 
divide should have been central to any 
long-term solution, yet it has been 
persistently overlooked.

For the students of the seven 
colleges, the situation is equally 
complex. The core issue extends 
beyond administrative inefficiencies, 
infrastructural inadequacies, or grading 
and financial grievances; it lies in their 
deep sense of alienation and lack of 
belonging. The affiliation of these 
colleges with DU was, from the outset, 
a move fraught with contradictions. On 
paper, the colleges were placed under 
DU’s umbrella, but in practice, they 
were left in a liminal state—no longer 
part of the National University (NU), 
yet never fully accepted as DU students. 
This sense of exclusion is evident in the 
students’ repeated demands to have the 
word “Affiliated” removed from their 
certificates, allowing them to identify 
fully as students of Dhaka University.

This identity crisis is not merely 
symbolic; it carries profound emotional 
and psychological consequences. For 
eight years, these students have lived 
as “stateless” learners. They are not 
recognised as DU students by society or 
DU students themselves, and even their 
academic guardians have reportedly 
questioned their legitimacy with 
remarks like, “Who are you?” Such 
words are not just momentary slights; 
they symbolise years of denial and 
alienation. The students had entered 
this affiliation hoping for a “superior” 
identity, but instead, they found 
themselves in a void, stripped of both 
their former NU identity and the full 
prestige of DU.

The root of the seven-college crisis lies 
in the flawed decision to affiliate these 
colleges with DU without a clear vision 
for integration, a decision that may 
have stemmed from a “personal rivalry” 
between two former Vice-Chancellors of 
DU and NU. This arrangement created 
an impossible situation: students were 
promised the prestige of DU but were 
denied its substance. Their resistance 
to any move of reaffiliation with NU is, 
therefore, understandable. Returning 
to NU would feel like a step backward—a 
painful admission of failure and a loss 
of even the limited identity they have 
managed to forge under DU.

Yet, the alternatives are equally 
fraught. Establishing a standalone 
university for the seven colleges may 
appear to be a solution, but it comes 
with significant educational and 

environmental risks. It would set a 
dangerous precedent by triggering 
a domino effect of similar demands 
from other old, large colleges across the 
country, ultimately destabilising the 
higher education system. Bangladesh 
already struggles to maintain quality 
in its existing universities—not even 
DU, its flagship institution, meets 
international standards. Expanding 
the number of universities without 
improving quality would only 
dilute resources further, multiply 
existing problems, and create new 
administrative challenges. As a missed 
opportunity, the previous government, 
while focusing on establishing new 
universities in all districts for reasons 
that remain invisible yet understandably 
ill, could have instead prioritised 
transforming these old, large colleges 
into universities. This would have been 
a more logical step than setting up 
new institutions in areas where these 
historic colleges already exist.

This missed opportunity ties into 
a broader issue of urban planning. 
Dhaka, already overwhelmed by 
overpopulation, traffic congestion, 

and crumbling infrastructure, cannot 
accommodate another large university. 
The conversation about addressing the 
seven-college crisis must also consider 
the city’s long-term sustainability. 
Decentralisation—relocating major 
institutions such as Dhaka University, 
BUET, BGB headquarters, readymade 
garments factories, and even the 
cantonment to the city’s periphery—is 
essential to make Dhaka functional and 
liveable. Adding another institution of 
the size and scale of the seven colleges 
would only worsen the already critical 
strain on the city’s infrastructure and 
liveability.

Continuing the affiliation with DU, 
albeit with significant reforms, appears 
to be the most viable option. These 
reforms could include establishing 
a separate administrative structure 
for the seven colleges under DU, such 

as appointing a dedicated pro-vice 
chancellor and an administrative body 
exclusively responsible for managing 
the colleges, potentially located in a 
separate facility. To ensure clarity and 
efficiency, DU’s core departmental 
faculty should be fully relieved of any 
responsibilities related to the seven 
colleges, allowing them to focus more 
effectively on their own students and 
research. Teachers for the colleges could 
be appointed directly through DU rather 
than the BCS system, empowering them 
to function as academic leaders on par 
with DU faculty. Additionally, during an 
initial transition period, existing college 
teachers from across the country could 
be offered the opportunity to opt out 
of their civil servant roles and join this 
new system, provided they meet criteria 
set by an independent committee 
overseeing the reform of the colleges. 

Another practical step towards 
improving the system would be to reduce 
the number of students admitted to 
these colleges. This approach would 
help alleviate the burden of managing 
an excessively large student body while 
simultaneously enabling the colleges 
to provide better education to those 
who remain.

Even with these modifications, 
however, the identity crisis would 
remain unresolved. While these 
reforms might mitigate some conflicts, 
they could create new challenges, 
particularly in how these students 
and faculty integrate into DU’s 
broader ecosystem. This suggests that 
continuing the affiliation with DU, 
though the best of the three options 
discussed so far—returning to NU, 
creating a standalone university, or 
staying with DU—may ultimately 
fail for the very reasons that have 
prompted us to consider alternatives 
in the first place.

In light of this, a radical yet 
innovatively transformative alternative 
worth considering, if all else fails, is 
to repurpose the seven colleges as 
exclusive higher secondary institutions, 
vocational education hubs, or a 
combination of both. Removing 
bachelor’s and master’s programmes 
could allow these institutions to focus 
on producing quality higher secondary 
graduates who could later contribute 
to the university student pool across 
the country while also ceasing to be a 
massive source of unskilled graduates. 
Additionally, vocational education 
could address the country’s reliance on 
remittances and the pressing need for a 
skilled workforce.

The seven-college crisis underscores 
the need to balance governance with 
emotional and academic identity. The 
students of these colleges deserve 
recognition and dignity, not perpetual 
marginalisation. Policymakers must 
look beyond temporary fixes and 
confront the systemic flaws that have 
made such crises inevitable.

Rethinking the seven 
colleges conundrum
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Students of seven colleges block Science Lab intersection in Dhaka on 
January 26. PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

Our office boy returned from holidays 
with a bandaged nose. It was an armed 
robbery, a near-fatal blow from a 
chopper. “Did you hit them back?” 
I asked, expecting a thrilling story 
of retaliation. His answer, however, 
was unexpected: “No, no. That would 
be against the law. They can break 
the law, but not us.” This came from 
someone whose formal education 
ended in primary school. It got etched 
on my mind.

His words resonated with a profound 
truth: a knowledge-based society 
is not just about academic degrees 
or technological advancements. It’s 
about a deep-rooted understanding of 
civic responsibility, respect for the rule 
of law, and a commitment to peaceful 
resolutions. It’s about recognising that 
true progress lies in upholding ethical 
values, even in adversity.

But how do we build this society? It 
starts with a fundamental shift in our 
culture—a culture where questioning 
is not seen as defiance but as every 
citizen’s basic right and responsibility. 
Margaret Atwood, novelist, poet, and 
literary critic, wrote, “A word after a 
word after a word is power.” And what 

is a question but a series of words 
carefully arranged to seek truth, 
challenge assumptions, and spark 
dialogue?

Imagine a Bangladesh where 
questioning is encouraged from a 
young age, where children are taught 
to challenge assumptions, seek 
evidence, and form informed opinions. 
Imagine classrooms buzzing with 
debate, not rote memorisation, where 
teachers encourage curiosity and 
critical thinking.

Imagine a society where citizens 
hold their leaders accountable by 
asking tough questions, demanding 
transparency, and refusing to accept 
empty promises. Imagine public 
forums where diverse voices engage in 
respectful dialogue, seeking solutions 
to complex problems through 
reasoned analysis and evidence-based 
arguments.

This culture of inquiry is not 
a privilege; it’s the bedrock of a 
healthy democracy. It’s how we fight 
misinformation, combat corruption, 
and ensure that those in power serve 
the people’s best interests.

But how often do we truly 

embrace this responsibility? Do we 
question the information that floods 
our social media feeds or passively 
consume and share without critical 
evaluation? How can we become more 
discerning information consumers, 
differentiating between facts, 
opinions, and falsehoods? Can we 
cultivate a healthy scepticism that 
drives us to seek evidence and consider 

multiple perspectives before forming 
conclusions?

And what about our attitude 
towards those who question us? Do we 
welcome their inquiries, recognising 
that questions can lead to deeper 
understanding and better solutions? 
Or do we react defensively, dismissing 
those who challenge our assumptions 
or dare to disagree? Can we foster 
an environment where curiosity is 
celebrated, and diverse perspectives 

are valued?
This inquisitive spirit should extend 

to all aspects of our society, including 
how we evaluate public projects and 
initiatives. When the government 
proposes a new infrastructure project, 
a grand development scheme, or a 
policy shift, do we accept it at face 
value? Or do we delve deeper, asking 
critical questions about its feasibility, 
long-term sustainability, and 
potential impact on our communities 
and environment? Do we demand 
transparency in how public funds 
are utilised and hold our leaders 
accountable for the decisions they 
make on our behalf?

Building a knowledge-based society 
requires us to understand our roles 
and responsibilities within the larger 
framework of our nation. Do public 
servants appreciate their obligation to 
transparency and accountability? Do 
elected officials recognise their duty 
to serve the public interest? And do 
we, citizens, hold them accountable 
for fulfilling these obligations? Can 
we create a society where everyone 
understands their role in upholding 
the values of a knowledge-based 
society?

By embracing the power of 
questions, we can embark on a 
journey towards a Bangladesh where 
knowledge guides our path and reason 
illuminates our future. Rabindranath 
Tagore eloquently expressed this in 
his poem in 1910: “Where the mind 
is without fear, the head is held high; 
Where knowledge is free...” His words 
are still relevant after over a century.

Building a knowledge-based society
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Imagine a Bangladesh 
where questioning 
is encouraged from 
a young age, where 

children are taught to 
challenge assumptions, 
seek evidence, and form 

informed opinions. 
Imagine classrooms 

buzzing with debate, 
not rote memorisation, 

where teachers 
encourage curiosity and 

critical thinking.

The right to question and respect for the law are essential preconditions

On this day in 2002, 
US President George W 
Bush, delivering a State 
of the Union address, 
described Iraq, Iran, 
and North Korea as an 
“axis of evil” for their 
attempts to develop 
nuclear, chemical, or 
biological weaponry.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

Iraq, Iran, and North Korea 
called an “axis of evil”
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After Trump’s inauguration, Elon Musk did 
a salute and debates spiraled: was it “the 
Nazi salute”? Musk has been courting far-
right parties in Europe, especially Germany 
since the president dissolved the parliament 
in December. The Anti-Defamation League, 
which tracks anti-Semitism, concluded that 
it was not a “Nazi salute,” but an “awkward 
gesture.” But Hitler references were bound to 
come. Musk spent last week responding to 
the backlash with Nazi-themed puns, which 
would be denounced as anti-Semitic had it not 
been made by the owner of a powerful tech 
giant. The current president, who has uttered 
many anti-Semitic dog whistles, has also 
claimed that immigrants are responsible for 
anti-Semitism, when clear evidence suggests 
that White supremacists and xenophobic 
extremists are the leading culprits.

Two days before Holocaust Remembrance 
Day, on January 27, which marked the 80th 
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz, 
Elon Musk made a surprise videolink 
appearance at a campaign event for the far-
right Alternative for Germany party (AfD), 
during which he told a crowd of around 4,500 
people that “children should not be guilty of 
the sins of their parents, let alone their great-
grandparents.” 

Musk’s remarks align with the AfD’s 
position that Germany as a nation should 
stop atoning for crimes committed by the 
Nazis in the past. The AfD’s leaders have 
openly endorsed the revival of Nazi-era 
nationalist language, and made a spectre out 
of anti-Semitism as a ticket to shun Muslim 
immigrants. The chairman of the World 
Holocaust Remembrance Center accused 
Elon Musk of insulting the victims of Nazism 
with his speech.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
defended Musk, saying he has been a friend 
of the Jewish people and that Musk had 
been “falsely smeared.” Had a Palestinian or 
a protester from the “pro-Palestinian” groups 
in the US stretched their hands out with the 
same awkward gesture, the Israeli leader’s 

reaction would certainly have been very 
different. Musk’s actions as a powerful global 
figure provide a disconcerting dilution of 
Nazism and the Holocaust, when an estimated 
6 million Jews were massacred industrially 
by Nazi Germany. The remembrance of 
Holocaust should sensitise us with human 
atrocities, but we live in a world where 
global figures like Musk make desensitising 
comments about Nazism on social media.

Since the October 7 Hamas attacks, and 
the following genocide in Gaza by Israel, 
backed by the US and the West—the word 
“anti-Semitism” stands for any criticism of 
Israeli policies. Now, more than ever, the 
world, particularly the West, must reflect on 
the politicisation of anti-Semitism and the 
widespread debasing of the Holocaust to 
justify the genocide in Gaza. US polemicist 
Norman Finkelstein had written about “the 
new anti-Semitism,” as a concept to shape-
shift history and the “Holocaust industry,” 
which has exploited Jewish suffering for 
political gains in the geopolitical arena.

According to Finkelstein, the new anti-
Semitism might also be called “antisemitic 

anti-Zionism,” and it has three components: 
a political programme to abolish the Jewish 
homeland, a discourse to demonise it, and a 
movement to make it a global pariah state. 
We saw all these components come to light, 
as Israel turned the Gaza Strip into a grey 
wasteland, attacked Lebanon, and openly 
executed genocidal policies. Anti-Semitism as 
a concept has been thrown around so easily, 
by the left, right and centre in Western politics 

to the extent that it has lost its real meaning. 
The US media and Hollywood, particularly, 
sensationalised the Holocaust for decades, 
eschewing real lessons from history that are 
yet to be learnt.

The Holocaust should serve as a reminder 
of the darkest capabilities of the human mind, 
and the indifference of the global community. 
But 80 years later, the world has not reckoned 
with the mass murder of Jewish men, women 
and children on the basis of xenophobia, 
anti-Semitism, political opportunism and 
profiteering. Rarely do we discuss that 
Americans—the ever-welcoming champion 
of the oppressed—were not ignorant of the 
persecution of European Jews in World War 
II, but were rather indifferent. And American 
racism had its part to play in influencing 
Nazism. In the 1920s, a widespread push 

to restrict immigration played into the 
eugenics movement to preserve the country’s 
racial purity—which was embraced by Nazi 
Germany. The international precursors to 
Nazism are often ignored, and the Holocaust 
is largely viewed as one where only Hitler 
holds responsibility, not the international 
community.

On this Holocaust Remembrance Day, 
Jewish Voice for Peace called for “never 

again,” now. Many liberals, but Zionists, 
have shunned the Jewish Voice for Peace as 
“anti-Semitic.” Secular Jews are denounced 
and arrested in Israel, in the US, in Germany. 
Conveniently, disturbing facts are erased. 
Right after World War II ended, the US and 
the Soviet Union landed in a fight for global 
power. The so-called accountability for Jewish 
suffering during World War II seemed lost on 
US politicians as they sought to establish the 
nation as the most powerful in the world. The 
US began Operation Paperclip, a 14-year secret 
operation where approximately 1,600 Nazi 
German engineers, scientists and technicians 
were hired. After World War II, Germany was 
rebuilt with US aid to counter the Soviet 
Union and Jews who revolted against it were 
silenced. The atonement and lessons for the 
US where anti-Semitism is in fact a pervasive 

issue, remains unaddressed. The October 7, 
2023 attacks, with the largest massacre of 
Jews since the Holocaust, have been framed 
with the context of the Holocaust and 
detached from the image of the Nakba—the 
Palestinian Catastrophe of 1948, which began 
the persecution of Palestinians to occupy 
their land.

Acclaimed anti-Zionist historian Ilan 
Pappe has written about the nexus between 
the Holocaust, Israel and Nakba. In 1947, 
before the famous partition resolution, the 
United Nations suggested allocating less than 
half of the country and proposed they would 
share the economy and currency with the 
Zionist settlers who were allocated a larger 
part of it. Only one factor led the UN special 
commission on Palestine, and all those powers 
behind it, to abandon every conventional 
principle of statehood and independence for 
the sake of satisfying the Zionist movement: 
the Holocaust. According to Pappe, “It was 
much easier to rectify the Nazi evil vis-a-vis 
a Zionist movement than facing the Jews of 
the world in general. It was less complex and, 
more importantly, it did not involve facing 
the victims of the Holocaust themselves, but 
rather a state that claimed to represent them.”

The complex and difficult discussions 
about the Holocaust, about Israel, about 
Palestine, are integral to ensure that human 
rights can be upheld in today’s world order. 
It is not to say that the Holocaust should 
be compared with the genocide in Gaza, 
but the problematic weaponisation and 
revisionist history of the Holocaust in order 
to justify killings must be addressed by the 
international community. In October 2015, 
Netanyahu took the weaponisation to new 
levels in a speech in Jerusalem where he said 
the Palestinian grand mufti Haj Amin al-
Husseini planted the idea to murdering Jews 
in Hitler’s mind. After October 7, Netanyahu 
described Hamas in a press conference with 
German Okaf Scholz as “the new Nazis.”

Deborah Feldman, American-German 
writer of Unorthodox: The Scandalous 
Rejection of My Hasidic Roots, wrote 
about how pro-Israel political consensus in 
Germany shut out her dissenting voice as a 
Jew criticising Israel. Raised by Holocaust 
survivors, Feldman writes in the essay, 
“the only legitimate lesson to be learned 
from the horrors of the Holocaust,” is “the 
unconditional defence of human rights for 
all, and that simply by applying our values 
conditionally we are already delegitimising 
them.”

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY

The difficult conversations 
we don’t have
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Children of Holocaust survivors protest against the genocide in Palestine. PHOTO: CODEPINK

The complex and difficult 
discussions about the 

Holocaust, about Israel, 
about Palestine, are integral 
to ensure that human rights 

can be upheld in today’s 
world order. It is not to say 
that the Holocaust should 

be compared with the 
genocide in Gaza, but the 

problematic weaponisation 
and revisionist history 

of the Holocaust in order 
to justify killings must 

be addressed by the 
international community.

The rise of the Arakan Army (AA) in Myanmar’s 
Rakhine State marks a historic shift in South 
and Southeast Asian geopolitics, redefining 
regional power and security. Between 
October and December 2024, the AA seized 
over 80 percent of Rakhine State, including 
its 271 km border with Bangladesh—a rare 
instance of a non-state actor controlling 
an international border. The seizure of the 
regime’s Western Command headquarters 
in Ann town, after the fall of Maungdaw, 
represents a territorial as well as strategic 
reshuffling that undermines the military 
junta’s grip on power and raises fundamental 
issues for the region.

The shifting power dynamics
After decades of centralised military 
control, the AA has shifted Rakhine’s power 
dynamics, emerging as the de facto authority. 
In particular, the past 15 to 16 months have 
seen the AA transform dramatically, seizing 
dozens of townships and army outposts, 
culminating in the seizing of Western 
Command headquarters in Ann town—
marking a serious blow to the legitimacy of 
the military junta.

There are various reasons behind the 
group’s success. Its military capabilities 
have increased tremendously and it can now 
mount effective operations against well-
entrenched military positions. However, 
the AA has shown a level of military 
sophistication beyond that of many other 
armed organisations in Myanmar, proving 
its ability to capture and hold territory. Its 
capability to coordinate operations with 
allies in the Three Brotherhood Alliance was 
particularly evident as these forces secured 
important areas on multiple fronts.

Politically, the AA, as the United League of 
Arakan’s (ULA) military wing, has established 
parallel governance in the areas it controls. 
It demonstrates a deep understanding of the 
need to synthesise military victories with 
political legitimacy, as seen in its efforts 
to weave a governance framework that 

includes both Buddhist Rakhine and Muslim 
populations. The junta’s loss of control in 
Rakhine State is the second regional military 
command to fall under the control of 
ethnic rebels in five months. The loss of the 
Western Command headquarters alone could 
signal the start of a domino effect, further 
weakening the military’s grip on power.

The Rohingya question
With more than one million Rohingya 
currently in Bangladesh, the issue of their 
return and future status under AA control 
has become a major regional concern. The 
AA leadership—particularly through its 
political wing, the ULA—has outlined a vision 
of Rakhine that includes both Buddhist and 
Muslim populations, such as the Rohingya. 
This marks a significant departure from 
Myanmar’s historically exclusionary stance. 

However, this position must be viewed in 
the context of the AA’s historically troubled 
relationship with the Rohingya community, 
whatever form that relationship has taken in 
the past.

Complicating matters are reports that 
both the AA and the Myanmar military 
recruit Rohingya for their respective 
causes. This exploitation of the vulnerable 
community raises questions about the AA’s 

true commitment to Rohingya rights and 
inclusion. Some analysts argue that elements 
of the AA’s vision of an “Arakan Dream” are 
influenced by Burmese nationalist discourse, 
which could potentially erase evidence of the 
Rohingya’s presence.

The refugee crisis remains a major regional 
challenge, particularly for Bangladesh, which 
now hosts the bulk of Rohingya refugees. 
The AA’s new control over the border region 
introduces new variables into potential 
repatriation efforts. While the AA’s claimed 
willingness to accept Rohingya return offers 
some hope, any repatriation programme 
would face significant challenges without 
guarantees of citizenship rights, security, and 
economic integration.

The great power game
With its control over Rakhine State, the AA 

has introduced a new dimension to the great 
power contest between China and India in 
the region. Rakhine is vital to China’s $1.5 
billion investment in oil and gas pipelines 
to Kunming and its Belt and Road Initiative 
in the region. These investments, including 
a $2.5 billion oil and gas pipeline project, a 
$7.3 billion port project at Kyaukphyu, and a 
$2.7 billion special economic zone (SEZ), are 
critical for reducing China’s dependence on 
energy imports via the Malacca Strait.

In retrospect, China has enjoyed a close 
relationship with Myanmar’s military 
junta and is its principal trade partner and 
biggest weapons supplier, but the ground 
reality has compelled it to move with a more 
nuanced attitude. Recent developments 
show that Chinese officials have been having 
talks with the AA’s allies in an attempt to 
broker ceasefires, indicating a pragmatic 
accommodation with shifting relative power.

India’s strategic interests in the region 
are equally significant but differ in focus. 
The Kaladan Multi-Modal Transport and 
Transit Project (KMTTP) represents India’s 
major strategic investment in establishing 
connectivity between Kolkata, Sittwe port, 
and India’s northeastern states via Mizoram. 
India’s Act East policy has traditionally relied 
on ties with Myanmar’s military but is now 
compelled to consider engaging with the AA 
to safeguard its strategic interests in the face 
of shifting ground realities.

Bangladesh’s strategic dilemma
With the AA in control of their shared 
271-kilometer border, Bangladesh faces an 

unprecedented diplomatic and security 
challenge. Over the past few months, 
Bangladeshi security experts and former 
diplomats have increasingly called for 
engagement with the AA, given the new 
reality on the ground. Former defence 
attaché to Myanmar, Major General (Retd) Md 
Shahidul Haque, stated that engagement with 
the AA would be a “win-win situation” for 
Bangladesh, both from security and economic 
perspectives. This perspective reflects a 
growing sense within Bangladesh’s security 
establishment that traditional diplomatic 
approaches may need reconsideration.

Nevertheless, Bangladesh’s foreign 
ministry spokesperson Mohammed Rafiqul 
Alam and others have reiterated the country’s 
official position of not working with non-
state actors, stating that relevant ministry 
departments would take appropriate 
action. While engagement with the AA 
could address border security concerns and 
facilitate Rohingya repatriation, it might 
also complicate Bangladesh’s relations with 
Myanmar’s central government and other 
regional powers.

The battle for infrastructure control
The Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport 
Project in India has been thrown off its course 
due to the changing security landscape. How 
the group stands in respect to this project 
will play an important role in India’s strategic 
position in the region. Because of the AA’s 
influence over maritime traffic and potential 
development projects in the Bay of Bengal 
coastline, its position along the Bay of Bengal 
shoreline is vital. 

Also, the case of Kyaukphyu is particularly 
evident as the terminus for China’s strategic 
oil and gas pipelines. Security expert Ye 
Myo Hein of the US Institute of Peace said 
the AA theoretically could launch a military 
campaign to seize Kyaukphyu, it appears to 
be employing a more calculated strategy, 
leveraging its control as a bargaining chip in 
broader regional negotiations.

The rise of the AA in Rakhine State 
demonstrates that non-state actors can 
reshape regional dynamics in ways that 
compel traditional power structures to adapt. 
It is worth recalling that the regional security 
architecture is not static, but evolves itself 
to the new power configurations. The future 
of South and Southeast Asian security will 
depend, in part, on how regional stakeholders 
navigate these changes while striving to 
preserve stability.

GEOPOLITICS REWRITTEN

The Arakan Army’s unprecedented rise
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Rohingya refugees gather behind a barbed-wire fence in a temporary settlement set up in a 
“no man’s land” border zone between Myanmar and Bangladesh. PHOTO: AFP
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T SPORTS
BPL 
Chittagong vs 
Rangpur 
Live from 1:30 pm 
Dhaka vs Barishal 
Live from 6:30 pm 
SONY SPORTS 2 

Sri Lanka vs Australia 
1st Test, Day 1
Live from 10:30 am 
Champions League 
Barcelona vs Ata-
lanta 
Live from 2:00 am 
(Thursday)

SONY SPORTS 1 
Brest vs Real Madrid
Live from 2:00 am 
(Thursday)
SONY SPORTS 5 
PSV vs Liverpool 
Live from 2:00 am 
(Thursday)

Smith just one shy 
of 10k elite club
AFP, Galle

Australian batting great Steve Smith begins a tour 
of Sri Lanka just one short of entering the elite 
club of 10,000 Test runs ahead of Wednesday’s 
opening match in Galle.

Smith, who will captain the team for the two-
match series in the absence of Pat Cummins, has 
amassed 9,999 runs in 114 matches at an average 
of more than 55.

The 35-year-old is all but assured of becoming 
the 15th batter in the world -- and fourth 
Australian after Ricky Ponting, Allan Border, and 
Steve Waugh -- to achieve the milestone.

“Honestly, I’m trying not to think about it [the 
milestone] too much,” Smith said on Tuesday.

Smith suggested it had played on his mind “a 
bit too much” during Australia’s fifth and final 
Test against India in Sydney this month, where his 
33 and four left him agonisingly short.

“Now it’s just about focusing on the job at 
hand,” he said.

Australia, who have already set up a World 
Test Championship (WTC) final with South Africa 
at Lord’s in June, will be looking to stamp their 
authority as the number-one Test team.

Sri Lanka, led by Dhananjaya de Silva, will be 
looking to reclaim the Warne-Murali trophy.

Sri Lanka hammered the visiting Australians 
3-0 in 2016 but the last series in 2022 ended 1-1, 
with both matches played in Galle.

Bumrah, Kerr scoop 
top ICC awards
ICC

Indian pace sensation Jasprit Bumrah has been 
honoured with the prestigious Sir Garfield 
Sobers Award for ICC Men’s Cricketer of the Year, 
recognising his extraordinary 2024, in which he 
dominated opponents in the longest as well as the 
shortest format of the game.

The bowling talisman overcame fellow 
nominees Travis Head, Joe Root and Harry Brook 
to the title and is the fifth recipient of the award 
from India, after Rahul Dravid (2004), Sachin 
Tendulkar (2010), Ravichandran Ashwin (2016) 
and Virat Kohli (2017, 2018).

This was the second individual ICC award for 
Bumrah this year, as the premier pacer was also 
named the ICC Men’s Test Cricketer of the Year for 
2024 for his 71 wickets from 13 games.

Bumrah dominated the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup 2024, where he spearheaded India’s 
title-winning campaign with 15 wickets at an 
astonishing average of 8.26 and an economy of 
just 4.17.

Meanwhile, New Zealand star Melie Kerr won 
the Rachael Heyhoe Flint Trophy, beating Laura 
Wolvaardt, Chamari Athapaththu and Annabel 
Sutherland to the top honour.

In T20Is alone, Kerr amassed 387 runs and took 
29 wickets at an average of 15.55, yet it was during 
the World Cup campaign that her brilliance was 
most apparent - setting a new record for the most 
wickets in a single edition (15) and culminating 
in an unforgettable individual display in the final 
to secure the silverware and the Player of the 
Tournament accolade.

Liverpool and Barcelona are the only two teams guaranteed to be in the top eight, with 
The Reds even confirming a top-two finish.

Arsenal are all but certain to make the top eight -- the spots for automatically 
qualifying to the last 16. However, the unlikely scenario in which Arsenal would finish 

out of the top eight includes them losing to Girona on Wednesday and at least 11 other 
teams’ results working out in a particular way. 

Inter Milan would only need a point against visitors Monaco to guarantee a top-eight spot. 

Meanwhile, Inter, Atletico Madrid, Bayer Leverkusen, and AC Milan are guaranteed to 
make the play-off round (top 24). 

A win at home against Celtic will see Aston Villa, placed ninth in the standings, overtake 
any of the four teams above them if they fail to win and qualify for the last 16 directly.

Each of LOSC Lille, Borussia Dortmund, Bayern Munich, Brest, Monaco, Real Madrid, and 
Juventus would require a win and a handful of other results to go their way to jump up 

into the top eight, but they are at least guaranteed to make the play-off round. 

Celtic are also sure to finish in the top 24.

Benfica, PSG, Sporting CP, and VfB Stuttgart are all on 10 points, three points off the top 
eight, but none can make it into the top eight positions due to some teams above them 
-- such as Lille and Feyenoord -- facing each other. Lille vs Feyenoord alone guarantees 

that the team finishing in eighth will have at least 14 points.

Manchester City are 25th in the standings -- a place away from play-off spots -- and Pep 
Guardiola’s men must need a win at home against Club Brugge to sneak into the top 24.

* PSG avoiding a defeat away to Stuttgart will ensure a top 24 finish for the French 
champions but a loss could complicate things for them.

A frantic finale 
in the offing
The new league phase of this season’s expanded 

Champions League is all set for a frantic conclusion on 
Wednesday, as 18 matches are played simultaneously 

across Europe, with 16 games having something at stake. 
Meanwhile, the likes of Manchester City and Paris Saint-

Germain will be battling to avoid an early exit.

Brothers back in 
Fed Cup last four 
after 20 years
SPORTS REPORTER

Brothers Union, once the country’s third 
football powerhouse after Mohammedan and 
Abahani, reached Federation Cup semifinals 
for the first time in 20 years following a goalless 
draw against Bangladesh Police in their Group 
A final match in Cumilla yesterday.

Despite tying on seven points with Fortis, 
who they defeated 1-0 earlier, Brothers secured 
their semifinal spot due to their head-to-head 
record. 

Meanwhile, in Mymensingh, Bashundhara 
Kings thrashed Dhaka Wanderers Club 5-0 to 
emerge as Group A.

Brothers, who last made it to the semifinals 
in 2005 when they won their third Federation 
Cup title, faced stiff resistance from Police. Eleta 
Kingsley’s missed penalty in the 66th minute 
denied them a win, but the draw was sufficient 
to progress.

Brothers, who escaped relegation last season 
after applying to the Bangladesh Football 
Federation, have been impressive this year, 
defeating Police and Chittagong Abahani 
while earning draws against Fortis, Kings, and 
Abahani. The club’s new management bolstered 
the squad at the last minute, capitalising on 
the withdrawals of Sheikh Jamal and Sheikh 
Russel, and included several national discards.

BCB accepts responsibility 
for BPL mess

ABDULLAH AL MEHDI

In an attempt that could be compared 
to putting a band aid on a bullet 
wound, the governing council of the 
Bangladesh Premier League (BPL) held 
a meeting with the franchise owners 
yesterday, to address the many scandals 
that have overshadowed the on-field 
action in the ongoing tournament.

The players’ non-payment issue and 
some questionable actions from some 
franchise owners have turned the 
running season into one of the most 
scandalous editions in BPL history.

The tri-party agreements between 
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB), 
franchises and the players, which 
should’ve been complete before the 
tournament commenced, are still in the 
process of being signed and the BCB 
also did not take any bank guarantees 
from franchises beforehand, a choice 
the officials are surely regretting right 
now.

With 10 days left in the 40-day event, 
the BPL governing council tried to 
address these issues with the franchise 
in a meeting in Dhaka, however, it could 
not even ensure everyone’s presence as 
the Chittagong Kings owner did not 
turn up.

“We have seen some incidents 
which do not go with the BPL,” BPL 
governing council’s member secretary 
Nazmul Abedeen Fahim told the media 
yesterday at Mirpur following the 
meeting.

“We discussed the problems 

with payment, their plans were also 
discussed and we have arrived at a place 
[regarding a solution]. We have seven 
[10] days left and not sure how much 
the problems will be solved by then. 
Time will tell,” he added. 

Durbar Rajshahi have been at the 

centre of the non-payment issue, with 
all of their overseas players boycotting 
a match on Sunday in protest. Rajshahi 
had provided all of its local players with 
cheques with partial payment the same 
day but yesterday, a local player from 
the team informed The Daily Star that 
all of their cheques have bounced. 

Players of the Rajshahi team, who 
have completed their league phase 

matches and are currently third in 
the points-table, are waiting to see 
whether they make the playoffs and are 
discussing among themselves about 
what to do next.

Meanwhile, Chittagong’s Parvez 
Hossain Emon’s case has also come 
under media scrutiny after the franchise 
owner sighted ‘self-satisfaction’ as a 
reason behind not clearing his dues.

“We don’t expect that someone 
would make a comment like that. A 
team or a player can do well or poorly 
but I believe the player who was talked 
about, tried his level best… Obviously 
we didn’t take it well,” Fahim said.

Fahim also said the board will 
monitor the activities of the franchise 
more closely, saying, “From now on, we 
will follow every moment whether they 
are keeping their commitments,” he 
said.

No matter what action the BCB 
undertakes now, it cannot avoid 
responsibility for the current mess in 
the BPL, and Fahim did not attempt to 
do so.

“At the end of the day, obviously it 
was the board’s responsibility… The 
things which happened were still very 
unexpected. Having said that, we have 
to take responsibility.”

But even after so many occurrences 
that have brought ill-repute to the 
tournament, the BCB will not be taking 
any legal action yet, the governing 
council declared yesterday, as the 
board’s current priority appears to be 
damage control.

SCAN THE 

QR CODE TO 

WATCH 

VIDEO



DHAKA WEDNESDAY JANUARY 29, 2025, MAGH 15, 1431 BS12

A drone view shows displaced Palestinians waiting for their vehicles to be inspected by the Egyptian-Qatari committee as they return to 
their homes in northern Gaza from the south, at Salahudeen Road in the central Gaza Strip yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

Benin enlists 
voodoo to protect 

its mangroves

AFP, Gogotinkpon

The banks and delta of the Mono River in Benin are 
home to mangrove swamps which harbour fish and 
rare wild birds -- and some are deemed sacred.

The government has tried to protect them 
by imposing bans on overfishing and felling for 
firewood. But it has discovered that voodoo is more 
powerful than threats and is now seeking to co-opt 
traditional elders into its conservation plans.

In the southern village of Gogotinkpon, which 
lives off fishing in Lake Aheme, locals regularly 
turn to the deities to help mark off stretches of 
mangroves as sacred areas.

To the rhythm of drums and gongs, they swirl 
and dance before voodoo masks in ceremonies to 
honour Zangbeto, the guardian of the night.

Fahima Aktar of Barguna in tears as she listens to a fellow madrasa teacher speak demanding their primary level educational institutions under the 
madrasa board be nationalised. Teachers of Swatantra Ebtedayee madrasas had been demonstrating in front of the Faculty of Fine Arts at Dhaka 
University since Saturday. They ended their demo yesterday. Story on page 3. PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

China’s DeepSeek 
AI a ‘wakeup call’ 
for US tech firms

Warns Trump, takes aim at DEI, Covid 
expulsions, transgender troops

REUTERS, Washington

US President Donald Trump said on Monday that Chinese start-up 
DeepSeek’s technology should act as spur for American companies 
and said it was good that companies in China have come up with a 
cheaper, faster method of artificial intelligence.

“The release of DeepSeek, 
AI from a Chinese company 
should be a wakeup call 
for our industries that we 
need to be laser-focused on 
competing to win,” Trump 
said in Florida.

“I’ve been reading about 
China and some of the 
companies in China, one in 
particular coming up with 
a faster method of AI and 
much less expensive method, 
and that’s good because you 
don’t have to spend as much money. I view that as a positive, as an 
asset,” Trump said.

“I view that as a positive because you’ll be doing that too, so you 
won’t be spending as much, and you’ll get the same result, hopefully,” 
he said.

Trump also signed a series of executive orders on Monday to 
remove diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) from the military, 
reinstate thousands of troops who were kicked out for refusing 
Covid-19 vaccines during the pandemic, and take aim at transgender 
troops.

Earlier on Monday, Pete Hegseth, who narrowly secured enough 

Trump orders planning 
for ‘Iron Dome’ missile 
shield for US

His admin fires justice 
dept lawyers who 
investigated him 
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EMBEZZLING TK 918CR

ACC sues S 
Alam’s son, 
51 others 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption Commission 
has filed a case against 52 people, 
including Ahsanul Alam, former 
Islami Bank chairman and son of S 
Alam, for embezzling Tk 918 crore 
through abuse of power, fraud, and 
forgery.

ACC Director 
G e n e r a l 
(prevention) Md 
Akhtar Hossain 
yesterday said 
the defendants 
are accused of 
embezzling Tk 
827.42 crore, 
which amounts to Tk 918.57 crore 
with interest from Islami Bank’s 
Khatunganj Corporate Branch. They 
are also charged with concealing the 
source of funds and laundering money, 
according to the case statement.

The accused include Ahsanul 
Alam, former chairman and director 
of Islami Bank Bangladesh PLC; Md 
Ariful Islam Chowdhury, managing 
director of Century Food Product 
Limited; Mohammad Hasanuzzaman, 
a member of the company; 

SEE PAGE 6 COL 3

JULY UPRISING 

Ex-ADC, 2 cops 
land in jail over 
crimes against 
humanity
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The International Crimes Tribunal 
(ICT) has sent former additional 
deputy commissioner MM Mainul 
Islam and two other police officers 
to jail in connection to allegations of 
crimes against humanity during the 
July uprising.

The two other police officers are 
Assistant Sub-Inspector Chanchal 
Chandra Sarkar and former sub-
inspector Md Arshad Hossain.

The two-member bench, 
comprising Justice Md Shofiul Alam 
Mahmood and Judge M Mohitul 
Hoque Anam Chowdhury, passed 
down the order after convening at 
3:00pm yesterday.

According to the prosecution, 
during an initial investigation, the 
trio were found directly involved in 
committing crimes against humanity 
during the July uprising last year.

Prosecutor BM Sultan Mahmud 
said, “Mainul was directly involved in 
the firing on protestors in the Mirpur 
area during the uprising.”

Besides, footage of Arshad 
gagging a protestor’s mouth near the 
Supreme Court area and Chanchal 
shooting a student hanging from a 
building’s ledge in Rampura sparked 
outrage across the country at that 
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300,000 
Palestinians 
return to  
north Gaza
Says Hamas

AGENCIES

More than 300,000 
Palestinians have crossed 
from southern Gaza into the 
north, the Hamas-run Gaza 
media authority said in a 
statement early yesterday, 
as the United Nations 
warned that “needs on the 
ground remain immense”.

Specialised teams have 
been clearing unexploded 
ordnance and missiles in 
all governorates of the Gaza 
Strip over the past few days, 
it said in a statement on 
Telegram.

“We call on our 
Palestinian people to take 
the utmost caution, care 
and attention during daily 
movements, and we appeal 
to our people to stay away 
from suspicious objects 
and inform the competent 
authorities immediately,” 
it said.

SEE PAGE 6 COL 6

City

Muggings even 
in daylight rattle 
Mohammadpur

MUNTAKIM SAAD

Muggers in Mohammadpur are no longer 
waiting for the cover of darkness.

Armed with machetes, knives, and other 
weapons, they mug in broad daylight.

On Saturday, a 17-year-old college 
student was mugged near Dhaka State 
College on Nurjahan Road around 4:15pm.

Three young men stopped the rickshaw 
he was on and 
took his phone at 
knifepoint. The 
incident was caught 
on a security 
camera, and people 
nearby saw it.

“My son was 
shaken,” said ATM 
Saiful Islam, who 
filed a general 
diary (GD) with 
M o h a m m a d p u r 
Police Station, 
reporting a lost phone, but omitting the 
incident of mugging.

Three other similar incidents happened 
that day in the area. All of the victims 
reported that they had lost their belongings.

“If people are mugged on busy streets 
in broad daylight, how can they feel safe in 
this neighbourhood?” asked Rabeya Islam, 
a resident of Mohammadpur.

In January alone, police and Rab teams 
arrested at least 142 suspects with criminal 

records in Mohammadpur and its adjacent 
areas, according to text messages sent by 
the law enforcers. 

They told this correspondent that they 
had not mentioned the mugging because 
they did not want to go to court to testify 
during the lengthy trial proceedings.

In one of the incidents that happened 
right next to the police station around 
8:25pm, an O-levels student was “robbed of 

his very expensive 
iPhone 15 Pro, 
wallet, and watch”, 
said his elder 
brother Tanjil Islam 
Tanvir.

The muggers, 
three men with 
sharp weapons, 
even forced the 
boy to tell them 
the password to his 
phone.

Around 7:00pm 
the same day, United International 
University student Suad Hossain 
was mugged near Tin Rastar Mor on 
Mohammadpur Beribandh, which is a busy 
road. The muggers, wearing masks, took 
his phone and wallet.

In another incident, Riaz Islam, an 
employee of a shipping company, was 
mugged in Nobodoy Housing.

“The miscreants made off with Tk 

“If people are mugged 
on busy streets in 

broad daylight, how 
can they feel safe in this 
neighbourhood?” asks 

Rabeya Islam, a resident 
of Mohammadpur.
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Going against 
people will 
bring on fate 
like Aug 5
Tarique warns BNP  
rank and file

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP acting 
chairman Tarique 
Rahman has said 
that if a political 
party and its 
members become 
isolated from 
the people and 
act against the 
national interests, they will face a fate 
similar to what the Awami League 
suffered on August 5, 2024.

“We’ve seen on August 5 the 
consequences of going against the 
people and the country. Moving away 
from people and their expectations 
will result in a fate similar to that of 
August 5. If a political party wants to 
avoid this, it must remain with the 
people and keep them close.”

Tarique made the remarks 
yesterday afternoon while virtually 
addressing leaders and activists at 
training workshops organised in 
Khulna, Satkhira, and Bagerhat.

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4

Girls’ football 
match called 
off after venue 
vandalised
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Joypurhat

A women’s football match 
scheduled for today in 
Joypurhat’s Akkelpur 
upazila has been called 
off after some locals 
and madrasa students 
vandalised the venue at 
Tilakpur High School 
ground yesterday.

The T-Star Club, a local 
sports club, had been 
organising a football 
tournament at the ground 
for over a month, selling 
tickets for Tk 30 for ground 
seating and Tk 70 for 
chairs.

The friendly match 
between the two female 
teams from Joypurhat and 
Rangpur was supposed to 
take place before the final 
match of the tournament 
today. 

However, the event drew 
opposition from a section 
of locals, who objected to 
women participation in 
sports, said organisers.

Following Asr prayer 
yesterday, protesters, 
including madrasa 
students, gathered at the 
Independence Square near 
Tilakpur Railway Station. 
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