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BJIM worried 
over detention 
of 6 journos
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladeshi Journalists in International Media 
(BJIM) yesterday expressed grave concerned over 
the detention without trial of at least six journalists, 
who have been imprisoned for extended periods.

The detained journalists -- Farzana Rupa, 
Shakil Ahmed, Mozammel Babu, Shyamol Dutta, 
Shahriar Kabir, and Abul Hossain Ripon -- were 
arrested, mostly on murder charges related to 
the uprising in July, which led to the ousting of 
former prime minister Sheikh Hasina.

BJIM, in a press statement, stressed that, 
regardless of the charges leveled against them, the 
detained journalists are entitled to fair treatment 
in custody, timely court hearings, the opportunity 
to refute and defend the allegations against 
them, and access to reasonable bail. Ensuring the 
protection of their judicial rights is paramount.

BJIM also raised similar concerns for other 
detained journalists, warning that prolonged 
incarceration without regular hearings risks 
constituting arbitrary detention and violates 
fundamental rights.

Strike paralyses 
fuel distribution 
in 14 districts
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Fuel supply in 14 districts of Khulna and Faridpur 
regions remained suspended yesterday as tank 
lorry workers continued their work abstention for 
the second consecutive day.

The workers went on strike on Sunday 
protesting the arrest of Ali Azim, general secretary 
of Khulna Divisional Tank Lorry Workers’ Union.

Due to the abstention, operations at three state-
owned oil depots -- Padma, Meghna, and Jamuna 
-- in Khulna’s Kashipur came to a halt.

Workers said Detective Branch (DB) of 
police arrested Azim on Sunday in a case filed 
over vandalism of the BNP office in Khulna’s 
Khalishpur ward 7.

Following his arrest, workers demanded his 
immediate release and started work abstention.

Azim was produced before the court yesterday 
in connection with the case.

Enam Munshi, president of the union, told The 
Daily Star that nine individuals involved with the 
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An illegal brick kiln operating right beside a paddy field in Kurigram. PHOTO: STAR

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Illegal brick kilns built on 
agricultural land in various upazilas 
of Lalmonirhat and Kurigram 
are causing severe environmental 
pollution and health hazards for 
nearby residents. These unregulated 
kilns are also significantly affecting 
crop production in the surrounding 
areas.

According to the Department 
of Environment (DoE), 72 out of 
108 brick kilns in nine upazilas of 
Kurigram are operating without 
legal permission. Similarly, 
in Lalmonirhat, 33 out of 55 
brickfields are illegal, while only 
22 have obtained the required no 
objection certificates.

Locals expressed frustration over 
the lack of action against these illegal 
kilns, claiming that the owners are 
too influential to be challenged. 

Many of these kilns are 
constructed on agricultural land or 
near residential areas, they said. 

Sur Jamal, a 65-year-old farmer 
from Newashi village in Kurigram’s 
Nageshwari upazila, said crop 
production and fruit cultivation 
in the area have been steadily 
declining due to the toxic smoke 
emitted by these brick kilns. 

He said while topsoil is being 
used for brick production every 
year, residents are reluctant to 
protest out of fear of harassment.

Delowar Hossain, a 60-year-
old farmer from Doljor village in 
Lalmonirhat’s Aditmari upazila, 

said multiple written complaints 
have been submitted to the 
authorities, but no substantial legal 
actions have been taken. 

Mukhlesar Rahman, a 70-year-
old farmer from Dhairkhata village 
in Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila, 
echoed him.

Rezaul Karim, assistant director 
of the DoE in Kurigram, said 
they have been conducting drives 
against illegal brick kilns on 
agricultural land. 

Over the last month, 16 illegal 
kilns were fined a total of Tk 32.5 
lakh, and two were demolished. 
“Most of the brick kilns in 
Nageshwari and Ulipur upazilas are 
running illegally. We will take legal 
action against all illegal kilns in due 
course,” he said. 

Contacted, Bijan Kumar Roy, 
assistant director of the DoE in 
Lalmonirhat, said four illegal kilns 
were fined Tk 5 lakh in the past 
week, and efforts to tackle illegal 
brick kilns are ongoing. 

LALMONIRHAT AND KURIGRAM

105 illegal brick kilns 
pollute environment

At least 33 out of 55 brickfields in 
Lalmonirhat do not have clearance 
certificates. PHOTO: STAR

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

At least 70 carcasses of Olive Ridley sea turtles have been 
recovered over the last three days from Cox’s Bazar beach 
between Teknaf and Himchhari.

Most of the turtles were females that came ashore to lay 
eggs but faced accidental deaths, said Mohammad Shimul 
Bhuiyan, a scientific officer at Bangladesh Oceanographic 
Research Institute (BORI).

“We are investigating the specific causes of deaths,” 
Bhuiyan said, adding that 99 Olive Ridley turtle carcasses 
were recovered from the same area during the last 
breeding season.

“November to March is the breeding season for sea 

70 turtles found dead 
on Cox’s Bazar beach
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

A mobile court in a drive yesterday destroyed two illegal 
lead processing factories set up in the forest area under 
Tangail’s Ghatail upazila.

Executive Magistrate Sharmin Islam, upazila nirbahi 
officer of Ghatail, led the drive in Malirchala area of   
Sagardighi union in the afternoon.

UNO Sharmin said the two lead factories inside the 
forest have been extracting lead from old batteries 
illegally, severely affecting the local environment, public 
health, and biodiversity in the area.

TANGAIL FOREST

Two lead factories 
demolished
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