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PHONE CALL WITH DANISH PM

Trump again demands 
to buy Greenland: report
AGENCIES

US President Donald Trump had a 
fiery phone call with Danish Prime 
Minister Mette Frederiksen over his 
demands to buy Greenland, according 
to senior European officials.

Speaking to the Financial Times, 
officials said that Trump, then still 
president-elect, spoke with Frederiksen 
for 45 minutes last week, during which 
he was described to be aggressive and 
confrontational about Frederiksen’s 
refusal to sell Greenland to the US.

The Financial Times reports that 
according to five current and former 
senior European officials who were 
briefed on the call, the conversation 
“was horrendous”. One person said: 
“He was very firm. It was a cold shower. 
Before, it was hard to take it seriously. 

But I do think it is serious and 
potentially very dangerous.”

Another person who was briefed 
on the call told the outlet: “The intent 
was very clear. They want it. The Danes 
are now in crisis mode.” Someone else 
said: “The Danes are utterly freaked 
out by this.”

Trump has previously said that the 
US needs to control Greenland and has 
refused to rule out using US military 
force to take over the territory, reports 
The Guardian online. 

Meanwhile, the top EU military 
official, Robert Brieger, said it would 
make sense to station troops from 
EU countries in Greenland, according 
to an interview with Germany’s Welt 
am Sonntag published on Saturday, 
as Trump has expressed interest in 
acquiring the Danish territory.

70 killed in 
attack on Sudan 
hospital: WHO
REUTERS

The head of the World Health Organization 
(WHO) called on Saturday for an end to attacks 
on healthcare workers and facilities in Sudan after 
a drone attack on a hospital in Sudan’s North 
Darfur region killed more than 70 people and 
wounded dozens.

“As the only functional hospital in El Fasher, 
the Saudi Teaching Maternal Hospital provides 
services which include gyn-obstetrics, internal 
medicine, surgery and pediatrics, along with a 
nutrition stabilization centre,” WHO Director-
General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus posted on 
X after the Friday strike.

“We continue to call for a cessation of all 
attacks on health care in Sudan, and to allow full 
access for the swift restoration of the facilities that 
have been damaged,” Tedros said.

The war between Sudan’s army and the Rapid 
Support Forces (RSF), which broke out in April 
2023 due to disputes over the integration of the 
two forces, has killed tens of thousands, driven 
millions from their homes and plunged half of the 
population into hunger.

REPUBLIC DAY PARADE

India shows 
military might, 
diversity
AFP, New Delhi

Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto looked 
on as guest of honour at India’s annual military 
and cultural parade in New Delhi held to mark the 
country’s 76th Republic Day yesterday.

Republic Day marks the adoption of India’s post-
independence constitution in 1950 with the parade 
being held at a revamped colonial-era boulevard 
that also hosts important government buildings.

“May this occasion strengthen our efforts 
towards preserving the ideals of our Constitution 
and working towards a stronger and prosperous 
India,” Prime Minister Narendra Modi said 
yesterday on social media platform X.

The annual show is a colourful and tightly 
choreographed spectacle featuring missile 
systems, fighter jet fly pasts, motorbike stunts and 
floats representing different Indian states.

Ukraine downs 
50 Russian 
drones
Attacks oil refinery

REUTERS, Kyiv

Ukrainian air defences 
downed 50 of 72 drones 
launched by Russia 
overnight and attacked 
one of Russia’s largest 
oil refineries, Ukraine’s 
military said yesterday.

Kyiv’s general staff 
said yesterday its forces 
attacked Russia’s Ryazan 
oil refinery again last night. 
Military authorities did 
not immediately report 
casualties or damages.

Meanwhile, Russian 
defence ministry  said that 
its air defence destroyed 
15 Ukrainian drones over 
Russia and two sea drones 
in the Black Sea. 

Taima, the mother of two-year-old Laila Al-Khatib who was killed during an Israeli raid, embraces the body of 
her daughter during her funeral near Jenin, in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS
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Israeli forces 

kill 15 in south 

Lebanon
83 hurt; thousands of Lebanese 
attempt to return to their 
homes, defying Israeli orders
REUTERS, Beirut

Israeli forces killed 15 people in south Lebanon yesterday 
as a deadline for their withdrawal passed and thousands 
of people tried to return to their homes in defiance of 
Israeli military orders, Lebanese authorities said.

Israel said on Friday it would keep troops in the south 
beyond the yesterday’s deadline set out in a US-brokered 
ceasefire that halted last year’s war with Hezbollah, saying 
Lebanon had not yet fully enforced terms requiring south 
Lebanon to be free of Hezbollah arms and the Lebanese 
army to be deployed.

Lebanon’s US-backed military, which reported one of 
its soldiers among those killed by Israeli forces yesterday, 
has accused Israel of procrastinating in its withdrawal.

The Hezbollah-Israel conflict was fought in parallel 
with the Gaza war, and peaked in a major Israeli offensive 
that uprooted more than a million people in Lebanon and 
left the Iran-backed group badly weakened.

Lebanon’s health ministry said 15 people were killed and 
another 83 wounded in numerous locations in the south, 
as a result of what it described as Israeli attacks on citizens 
while they were trying to enter their still-occupied towns.

The Israeli military said that its troops “operating in 
southern Lebanon fired warning shots to remove threats 
in a number of areas where suspects were identified 
approaching the troops”. 

Hezbollah’s al-Manar television, broadcasting from 
several locations in the south, showed footage of residents 
moving towards villages, some holding the group’s flag and 
images of Hezbollah fighters killed in the war.

An Israeli military spokesperson, addressing the people 
of south Lebanon in a post on X, accused Hezbollah of 
trying to “heat up the situation” and said the Israeli army 
would “in the near future” inform them of places to which 
they can return.


