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US consumer 
sentiment ebbs 
REUTERS, Washington

US consumer sentiment weakened in January 
for the first time in six months amid worries 
about the labor market and potential higher 
prices for goods if President Donald Trump’s 
new administration presses ahead with planned 
tariffs on imports.

The University of Michigan said on Friday that 
its Consumer Sentiment Index fell to 71.1 this 
month from a preliminary reading of 73.2 and 
74.0 in December. Economists polled by Reuters 
had expected an unchanged reading. 

The decline in sentiment was broad-based and 
seen across income, wealth and age groups.

Abul Kasem Khan 
made chairperson 
of BUILD

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Abul Kasem Khan has 
been appointed as the 
chairperson of the 
Business Initiative 
Leading Development 
(BUILD) for a one-year 
term (2025) at the 36th 

trustee board meeting of 
the platform.

Khan is a trustee board 
member of BUILD, nominated 

from the Dhaka Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (DCCI), according to a 
press release.

He is the vice-chairman of AK Khan & 
Company Limited and managing director of AK 
Khan Telecom Limited.

The meeting also welcomed Taskeen Ahmed, 
president of the DCCI; Kamran T Rahman, newly 
re-elected president of the Metropolitan Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry; Muhammad Anwar 
Pasha, administrator of the Chittagong Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (CCCI); and Acting 
Secretary General AKM Asaduzzaman Patwary, as 
new members of the BUILD trustee board.

PRICES OF KEY ESSENTIALS 
IN DHAKA CITY

Fine rice (kg)

Coarse rice (kg)

Loose flour (kg)

Lentil (kg)

Soybean (litre)

Potato (kg)

Onion (kg)

Egg (4 pcs)

PRICE 
(JAN 26, 

2024)

Tk 70-Tk 85

Tk 54-Tk 58

Tk 40-Tk 45

Tk 105-Tk 110

Tk 170-Tk 173

Tk 20-Tk 40

Tk 40-Tk 60

Tk 44-Tk 48

% CHANGES 
FROM A 

MONTH AGO 

3.33

6.67

0

0

4.57

-50.00

-37.50

-3.16

% CHANGE 
FROM A 

YEAR AGO

13.14

7.69

-13.27

0

8.89

-33.33

-39.39

2.22

SOURCE: TCB

RANGS eMart launches OLED  

C4 series televisions
STAR BUSINESS DESK

RANGS eMart launched the LG OLED C4 series television 
at a ceremony at its showroom in the capital’s Gulshan 
on Saturday.

Popular singer Tahsan Khan inaugurated the new 
model of the C4 series television, according to a press 
release.

From now on, the 55-inch, 65-inch, and 77-inch LG 
OLED C4 series televisions will be available at every outlet 
of RANGS eMart.

The special features of this model include perfect 
black and perfect colour, 30 percent more brightness, 
the Alpha 9 AI Processor 7th Gen, 4K Resolution with AI 
Picture Pro, and 40-Watt AI Sound Pro.

The best television for a gaming experience, the LG 
OLED C4 series ensures eye safety by reducing blue light 
emission by 50 percent. Made with advanced technology, 
this television is flicker-free and glare-free, the press 
release added.

Gerald Chun, managing director of LG Electronics 
Bangladesh, said, “Our goal is always to provide products 
that meet the needs of customers and exceed their 
expectations. We are confident that the LG OLED C4 
television will be ideal for technology lovers who want the 
best combination of quality and modern technology.”

“Our partnership with RANGS eMart is an important 
step in making the latest technology products more 
accessible to our customers. This new OLED C4 television 
will ensure a unique visual and sound experience for 
customers, changing their definition of entertainment,” 

he added.
Yeamin Sharif Chowdhury, divisional director of 

electronics at Rancon Holdings Limited, said, “RANGS 
eMart always works with new technologies, and the LG 
OLED C4 series is a reflection of that.”

Popular singer Tahsan Khan, Gerald Chun, managing director of LG Electronics Bangladesh, and Yeamin Sharif 
Chowdhury, divisional director of electronics at Rancon Holdings Limited, inaugurate the new model of the LG OLED 
C4 series televisions at the RANGS eMart showroom in the capital’s Gulshan on Saturday.  PHOTO: RANGS EMART

Dutch-Bangla Bank organises 
‘Managers’ Conference-2025’

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Dutch-Bangla Bank PLC (DBBL) 
yesterday organised the “Managers’ 
Conference-2025” in Dhaka 
to review the bank’s overall 
performance for the year 2024 
and discuss the business plan and 
strategy for achieving targets for the 
year 2025.

Some 242 branch managers of 
the bank from across the country 
attended the conference.

Abul Kashem Md Shirin, 
managing director and CEO of the 

bank, presided over the conference 
as the chief guest, according to a 
press release.

In his address, Shirin critically 
analysed the strategies for achieving 
business targets in 2024.

He congratulated the branch 
managers and their teams for 
achieving their respective targets in 
2024.

The bank’s MD expressed his 
expectation that the managers who 
were unable to achieve their targets 
in 2024 would make all-out efforts 
to meet the targets set for 2025.

He emphasised increasing the 
bank’s business by leveraging the 
largest online banking platform—
Fast Tracks, CRM, ATM, Rocket, 
agent banking networks, POS 
terminals, QR codes, and NexusPay 
during 2025.

He also directed the branch 
managers to improve the standard 
of services for customers.

The deputy managing directors, 
CXOs, divisional heads, cluster 
heads, and senior executives of the 
head office of the bank were also 
present.

Abul Kashem Md Shirin, managing director and CEO of Dutch-Bangla Bank, attends a “Managers’ Conference-2025” 
of the bank in the capital yesterday. PHOTO: DUTCH-BANGLA BANK

Bengal Commercial Bank holds 
annual business conference
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Bengal Commercial Bank PLC recently 
organised the “Annual Business 
Conference-2025” at a resort in the 
capital.

Md Jashim Uddin, chairman of 
the bank, inaugurated the daylong 
conference, the bank said in a press 
release.

At the conference, Jashim Uddin, 
who is also the president of the SAARC 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
provided advice on the mission and 
vision of the bank as well as guidance for 

achieving future goals.
While presiding over the conference, 

Tarik Morshed, managing director and 
CEO of the bank, shared his views on the 
business performance of 2024 and the 
action plan for 2025.

Md Shahabuddin, chairman of the 
executive committee of the bank, and 
Tasmin Mahmud, director, attended the 
event.

Among others, the additional 
managing director, deputy managing 
directors, divisional heads, and all 
branch managers participated in the 
conference.

Md Jashim Uddin, chairman of Bengal Commercial Bank, poses for photographs 
with participants of an “Annual Business Conference-2025” at a resort in the 
capital recently. PHOTO: BENGAL COMMERCIAL BANK

Islami Bank holds sub-branch 
business development conference
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Islami Bank Bangladesh PLC organised 
the “Sub-Branch Business Development 
Conference-2025” at Sheraton Dhaka in 
the capital’s Banani on Saturday.

Obayed Ullah Al Masud, chairman of 
the bank, inaugurated the conference as 
the chief guest, the bank said in a press 
release. Mohammed Monirul Moula, 
managing director of the bank, presided 
over the conference.

Mohammad Khurshid Wahab, 
chairman of the executive committee of 
the bank, Md Abdul Jalil, independent 
director, Md Omar Faruk Khan, Md 

Altaf Hossain, and Mohammad Jamal 
Uddin Mazumder, additional managing 
directors, addressed the programme as 
special guests.

AKM Mahbub Morshed, senior 
executive vice-president of the bank, 
Md Maznuzzaman and Abul Laise 
Mohd Khaled, executive vice-presidents, 
attended the event.

Md Mahboob Alam, Md Rafiqul Islam, 
M Kamaluddin Jasim, and Md Maksudur 
Rahman, deputy managing directors of 
the bank, along with senior executives 
and officials from the head office and in 
charge of 265 sub-branches of the bank, 
were also present.

Obayed Ullah Al Masud, chairman of Islami Bank Bangladesh, speaks at the “Sub-
Branch Business Development Conference-2025” at Sheraton Dhaka in the capital’s 
Banani on Saturday. PHOTO: ISLAMI BANK BANGLADESH


