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American firms in 
China concerned 
about trade row
REUTERS, Shanghai

More than half of the American businesses in 
China, the highest level in five years, say they 
are concerned about a further deterioration in 
the bilateral relationship between the world’s 
two largest economies, a survey published on 
Thursday shows.

The annual survey by the American Chamber of 
Commerce (AmCham) in China showed 51 percent 
of respondents were concerned about a future 
deterioration in the US-China relationship.

It was released just days after US President 
Donald Trump took office for a second term with 
the threat of increasing trade tariffs on Chinese 
imports.

“A stable and constructive relationship, 
grounded in economic and trade ties, is critical 
not only for the prosperity of our two nations but 
also for global economic stability,” said AmCham 
China Chair Alvin Liu.

PRICES OF KEY ESSENTIALS 
IN DHAKA CITY

Fine rice (kg)

Coarse rice (kg)

Loose flour (kg)

Lentil (kg)

Soybean (litre)

Potato (kg)

Onion (kg)

Egg (4 pcs)

PRICE 
(JAN 23, 

2024)

Tk 70-Tk 85

Tk 54-Tk 58

Tk 40-Tk 45

Tk 105-Tk 110

Tk 170-Tk 172

Tk 20-Tk 40

Tk 45-Tk 60

Tk 44-Tk 48

% CHANGES 
FROM A 

MONTH AGO 

4.73

6.67

0

0

4.27

-52.00

-41.67

-3.16

% CHANGE 
FROM A 

YEAR AGO

13.14

9.80

-10.53

0

8.57

-29.41

-32.26

5.75

SOURCE: TCB

Premier Bank organises 
‘Sub-branch & Islamic 
Window Conference’
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Premier Bank PLC recently organised the “Sub-Branch & Islamic 
Window Conference-2025” at the bank’s head office in Dhaka.

Mohammad Abu Jafar, managing director and CEO of the bank, 
attended the conference as the chief guest, the bank said in a press 
release.

Commenting on the event, Jafar said, “The scope of the bank’s 
business is increasing rapidly, so we have to keep the service quality 
intact with more sincerity and identify new areas of business in our 
respective areas, having the guidance from the Board of Directors and 
the strong management team.”

He called on all concerned, including the in-charges of sub-branches 
and Islamic windows, to continue the progress of the bank in the 
coming days and work sincerely to increase its reputation.

The bank awarded the officials who had achieved targets in 2024 at 
the conference.

In-charges of 67 sub-branches and 25 Islamic Windows, along with 
division heads of the head office, also attended the occasion.

Syed Nowsher Ali and Shamsuddin Chowdhury, additional managing 
directors of the bank, Shahed Sekander, managing director of Premier 
Bank Securities Limited, Nasim Sekander, additional managing director, 
and Sayed Abul Hashem, deputy managing director and chief financial 
officer, along with other high officials of the bank, were also present.

Mohammad Abu Jafar, managing director and CEO of Premier Bank, 
poses for group photographs with participants of the “Sub-Branch & 
Islamic Window Conference-2025” at the bank’s head office in Dhaka 
recently. PHOTO: PREMIER BANK

First Security Islami Bank holds board meeting
STAR BUSINESS DESK

First Security Islami Bank PLC held the 
285th meeting of the Board of Directors at its  
head office in the capital’s Gulshan on 
Wednesday.

Mohammad Abdul Mannan, chairman of the 
bank, presided over the meeting, the bank said 
in a press release.

Md Azizur Rahman, vice-chairman of the 
bank, Md Abdul Quddus, chairman of the 
executive committee, Prof Md Saiful Alam, 
chairman of the risk management committee, 
and Md Raghib Ahsan, chairman of the audit 
committee, were present.

Abu Reza Md Yeahia, managing director 
(current charge) of the bank, and Oli Kamal, 
company secretary, were also present.

Mohammad Abdul Mannan, chairman of First Security Islami Bank, presides over the 285th meeting 
of the board of directors at the bank’s head office in the capital’s Gulshan on Wednesday.

PHOTO: FIRST SECURITY ISLAMI BANK

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Pubali Bank and IFAD Motors, a concern 
of IFAD Group, signed an agreement 
recently facilitating 24-equal monthly 
instalment facility for credit cardholders 
on Royal Enfield motorcycle purchases.

Md Shahnewaz Khan, deputy managing 
director of the bank, and Taskeen Ahmed, 
MD of the automotive company and vice-
chairman of IFAD Group, signed the deal, 
according to a press release.

NM Firoz Kamal, deputy general 
manager and head of card business of 
the bank, Md Ashadulla Khan, assistant 
general manager and head of card 
marketing, and Sohadeb K Das, CFO of the 
automotive company, were also present.   

Taskeen Ahmed, managing director of IFAD Motors 
and vice-chairman of IFAD Group, and Md Shahnewaz 
Khan, deputy managing director of Pubali Bank, pose 
for photographs after signing an agreement in the 
capital recently. PHOTO: PUBALI BANK

Pubali Bank offers EMI on 
Royal Enfield purchases 

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Dhaka Bank PLC recently signed a 
partnership agreement with Sheba.xyz, 
the largest online service marketplace in 
Bangladesh.

HM Mostafizur Rahaman, senior 
executive vice-president and head of the 
retail business division of the bank, and 
Ilmul Haque Sajib, managing director of 
Sheba Fintech Limited, signed the deal at 
the bank’s corporate office in the capital’s 
Gulshan, said a press release.

As part of this collaboration, Dhaka 
Bank cardholders and employees will enjoy 
a 10 percent discount on all the Sheba.xyz 
services when paying with their Dhaka Bank 
debit or credit cards.

Customers can access the services through 
the online market platform’s website or by 
calling their 24/7 hotline at 16516.

Ronald Micky, chief operating officer 
of the online marketplace platform, along 
with other senior officials from both the 
organisations, was also present.

Ilmul Haque Sajib, managing director of Sheba Fintech Limited, and HM Mostafizur Rahaman, 
senior executive vice-president and head of the retail business division of Dhaka Bank, pose for 
photographs after signing an agreement at the latter’s corporate office in the capital’s Gulshan 
recently. PHOTO: DHAKA BANK

Dhaka Bank strikes deal with Sheba

Eastern Bank partners 
with Nou Kollan for 
coastal forestation 
in Bhashanchar
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Eastern Bank PLC (EBL) has signed a partnership 
agreement with Nou Kollan Foundation Trading 
Company Limited (NKFTCL), a welfare enterprise of Nou 
Kollan Foundation of Bangladesh Navy, to work jointly on 
environmental sustainability and community support in 
the Bhashanchar coastal regions of Bangladesh.

Under the collaboration, the bank will provide Tk 38 lakh 
to plant trees, benefiting approximately 50,000 residents 
of the island, which will increase in the future by improving 
environmental sustainability and living conditions.

Osman Ershad Faiz, additional managing director and 
chief operating officer of EBL, handed over a cheque of Tk 
38 lakh to Captain M Habib ul Alam, managing director of 
NKFTCL, to support the initiatives at a ceremony held at the 
navy headquarters in Dhaka yesterday, said a press release.

Faiz said, “This partnership with NKFTCL for forestation 
on the coastal regions of Bhashanchar will go a long way 
in improving environmental sustainability and living 
conditions for its residents.”

Among others, the Assistant Chief of Naval Staff (Personnel), 
and director of the NKFTCL, along with Ziaul Karim, head of 
communications and external affairs of the bank, Maj (retd) 
Md Abdus Salam, head of administration, Md Abdullah Al 
Mamun, company secretary, and Md Maskur Reza, head of 
business information systems, were also present.

Osman Ershad Faiz, additional managing director and 
chief operating officer of Eastern Bank PLC, hands 
over a cheque worth Tk 38 lakh to Captain M Habib 
ul Alam, managing director of Nou Kollan Foundation 
Trading Company Limited, at a ceremony at the navy 
headquarters in Dhaka yesterday. PHOTO: EASTERN BANK

Gold pulls back from 3-month high
REUTERS

Gold prices eased on 
Thursday from a near 
three-month peak hit in 
the previous session, as the 
dollar regained strength, 
while investors awaited 
further direction from US 
President Donald Trump’s 

administration regarding 
trade policies.

Spot gold eased 0.1 
percent to $2,751.99 per 
ounce by 0552 GMT. 
Prices rose to $2,763.43 on 
Wednesday, their highest 
since Oct. 31 when they hit 
a record high of $2,790.15.

US gold futures shed 0.4 

percent to $2,760.20.
“It’s just a technical 

pullback because the 
dollar has been taking back 
on $108 level, triggering 
some profit-booking, but 
the undertone for gold is 
expected to be positive,” said 
Ajay Kedia, director at Kedia 
Commodities in Mumbai.


