INTERNATIONAL

City

DHAKA THURSDAY JANUARY 23, 2025
MAGH 9, 1431 BS

The Baily Star

‘My children are

still under rubble

)

Bereaved Gaza people dig out bodies
from city ruins, give them graves

REUTERS, Gaza

Guns may have fallen silent in Gaza, but for Mahmoud Abu
Dalfa, the agony is not over. He is desperately searching
for the bodies of his wife and five children trapped under
the rubble of his house since the early months of the war.

Abu Dalfa’s wife and children were among 35 of his
extended family who were killed when an Israeli airstrike
hit the building in Gaza City’s Shejaia suburb in December
2023, he said. As bombs continued to fall, only three

bodies were retrieved.

“My children are still under the rubble. I am trying
to get them out... The civil defence came, they tried, but
the destruction makes it difficult. We don’t have the
equipment here to extract martyrs. We need excavators
and a lot of technical tools,” Abu Dalfa told Reuters.

“My wife was Kkilled along with all my five children -

three daughters and two sons. I had triplets,” he said.
Burials are usually carried out within a few hours of

death in Muslim and Arab communities, and failure to

retrieve bodies and ensure dignified burials is agonizing

for bereaved families.

“I hope I can bring them out and make them a grave.
That’s all I want from this entire world. I don’t want them
to build me a house or give me anything else. All I want is
a grave for them - to get them out and make them a grave,”

said Abu Dalfa.

The Palestinian Civil Emergency Service and medical
staff have recovered around 200 bodies since the ceasefire
between Hamas and Israel came into effect on Sunday,

halting a 15-month conflict
47,000 Gaza people.

that has killed more than

Mahmoud Basal, the head of the service, said extraction
operations have been challenged by lack of earth-moving
and heavy machinery, adding that Israel had destroyed
several of their vehicles and killed at least 100 of their stafl.

A drone view of workers assembling a string of buoys to deter migrants from crossing the Rio Grande river
from Mexico into Eagle Pass, Texas, as seen from Piedras Negras, Mexico, on Tuesday. The US-Mexico border
was effectively closed off to migrants seeking asylum in the US within hours of President Donald Trump taking
office.

QUAD FMS MEET

Rubio warns China
with Asian partners

AFP, Washington

the returning US president on Tuesday

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio
on his first full day in office Tuesday
warned jointly with Japan, India and
Australia against coercive actions in
Asia, in a veiled but clear warning to
China over its actions at sea.

Rubio met in Washington with his
counterparts from the so-called Quad a
day after the inauguration of President
Donald Trump, who has vowed to push
back against a rising China.
the gathering also marks
a contrast with Trump’s frequent
dismissal of US allies and partners, with

But

joint

threatening tariffs against the EU.
Rubio and his counterparts in a
statement promised
toward a “free and open Indo-Pacific,”
deploying a codeword against Chinese
assertiveness that has been utilised by US
administrations from both major political
parties. The four said they support a
region “where the rule of law, democratic

o work

values, sovereignty and territorial
integrity are upheld and defended.”
“We also strongly oppose any

unilateral actions that seek to change
the status quo by force or coercion,” the
statement said.

PHOTO: REUTERS

Houthis free
detained
ship’s crew

AFP, Sanaa

Yemen’s Houthi rebels
said yesterday they had
released the detained
crew of the ship Galaxy
Leader, held since
November 2023, after
Gaza ceasefire came into
effect.

The Houthi supreme
council “has announced
the freeing of the crew
of the Galaxy Leader,
..during the campaign
in solidarity with Gaza”,
the rebel Saba news
agency said.

ICT turns down

FROM PAGE 2

Justice Mortuza said the
tribunal did not have
the authority to rule on
constitutional matters.

A constitutional court
would be appropriate for
such issues, he added.

Since Ahsan has not
been indicted or charged
with a specific offence, the
court deems the petition
premature, the judge said.

On January 20, Ahsan’s
lawyers filed the petition
challenging  the ICT’s
judicial authority.

The lawyers also argued
that the amendment
through which the tribunal
was formed was also invalid
and requested acquittal of
their client.

Chief Prosecutor Tajul
told the court that Ahsan’s

lawyers  were raising
irrelevant issues.
Ehsan’s petition

mentioned that he was
arrested on August 7.
Although law enforcers are
bound to present a suspect
before the court within 24
hours of an arrest, Ahsan
was brought to a magistrate
court on the 16th. This has
violated his constitutional
and fundamental rights.
The chief prosecutor
said, “This is a ploy to claim

later that Ziaul Ahsan
himself had become a victim
of enforced disappearance.”

Justice Mortuza said the
court acknowledges what
the defence had said in the
petition.

“And we will say that
these issues do not pertain
to this court,” he said.

As Tajul persisted that
there was no reason to let
the defence make these
statements, the justice said,
“If we don’t let her speak,
she can do it in many other
places.”

The entire court audibly
chuckled at this remark.

Soon after the court
issued its order, Nazneen
and Tajul engaged in a
heated debate as the latter
said the defence lawyer
should have  properly
studied the law so as to avoid
making a flimsy argument
at the court.

Nazneen addressed the
judges, saying that she
expected to be treated with
respect.

Tajul retorted, “You
should really study the law
before making arguments
and wasting the court’s
time.”

The justice then urged
both parties to stay calm
and civil.

Panama complains to UN
over Trump canal threat

AFP, Panama City

Panama has complained to the United Nations over US
President Donald Trump’s “worrying” threat to seize the
Panama Canal, even as it launched an audit of the Hong
Kong-linked operator of two ports on the interoceanic

waterway.

In a letter to UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres,
the government in Panama City referred to an article of
the UN Charter precluding any member from “the threat
or use of force” against the territorial integrity or political

independence of another.

Help bring back laundered money

FROM PAGE 1

organisations w
Bangladesh to look into
how the “plain and daylight
robbery” was committed in
Bangladesh during Sheikh
Hasina’s 16-year-long rule,
his Deputy Press Secretary
Abul Kalam Azad Majumder
told UNB after the meetings.

Lutfey Siddiqi, special
envoy to the chief adviser,
Lamiya Morshed, principal
coordinator  on  SDGs
Affairs (senior secretary);
and Ambassador Tareq Md
Ariful Islam, Bangladesh
permanent representative
in Geneva, were among
others, present in the
meetings, said Azad.

Lutfey briefed German
minister Schmidt of the
government’s efforts in
recovering the laundered

money and said that the
government formed an
Asset Recovery Committee
and a Task Force, led by the
Bangladesh Bank governor.
He said the government
had targeted initially top 20
money launderers.
Highlighting the interim
government’s efforts o
build a corruption-free
Bangladesh, Prof Yunus
told the German minister,
“When we talk about new
Bangladesh, we also talk
about clean Bangladesh.”
The chief adviser sought
German support to this
effect  and  discussed
potential fields of economic
cooperation  with  the
minister.
The minister said a
German business delegation
would visit Bangladesh in

April.

Prof said
Bangladesh intends
to create an economic
platform, also involving
India, Nepal, and Bhutan,
to explore the hydroelectric
potential of Nepal. “Nepal
is really ready to sell, and
Bangladesh is a good
market. It can create a lot of
jobs and lessen dependence
on fossil fuels.”

The chief adviser also
discussed elaborately with
Swiss Federal Councillor
Ignazio Cassis regarding the
issues of mutual interests,

Yunus

including economic
cooperation and climate
financing.

He requested
Switzerland to support

Bangladesh in its carbon
retention efforts in the
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Bangladesh Telecommunications Company Limited
Office of the Deputy General Manager { Phones), Agrabad, Chattogram

Memo no: 08721 DB/2024-25/Phones  Agrabad/06

Invitation for Tenders

Date: 22/01/2025

1| Ministry/Division

2 | Agency

_| Post & Telecommunications Division
Bangladesh Telecommunications Company Limited

3. | Procuring Entity Name

Chief General Manager, CTR, BTCL

4 | Invitation for

Halishahar, Chattogram.

GPON network expansion work at Bashundhara Residential area,

5 | Invitation Ref. No. 08/21 DB2024-25/Fhones Agrabad/02

6 | Date 23/10/2024

7 | Procurement Method Open Tendering Method (OTM)

8 | Tender Package Name GPON network expansion work at Bashundhara Residential area,
I | Halishahar, Chattogram.

9 | Tender Publication Date 23.01.2025

10 | Tender Last Selling Date 17.02.2025 Time : 15:00 hrs.
_11_| Tender Closing Date and Time 18.02.2025 Time : 11:30 hrs.

12 | Tender Opening Date and Time 18.02.2025 Time : 12.00 hrs.

13 | Name & Address of the office(s)

- Selling Tender Document | Office of the Deputy General Manager Phones, Agrobad,

(Principal) Chattogram.

-Selling Tender Document (Others) | None

- Receiving Tender Document Office of the Deputy General Manager ( Phones), Agrabad,
Chattopram.

- Opening Tender Document Office of the Deputy General Manager ( Phones), Agrabad,
Chattogram.

14 | Place Office of the Deputy General Manager ( Phones), Agrabad,

Chattogram.

world’s largest mangrove
forest, the Sundarbans.

Prof Yunus also urged
Switzerland  to  invest
in Bangladesh to cash
in on the potentials of
Bangladesh’s youth, with
young people under 27
years making up halfl the
country’s population.

He briefed the global
leaders about the reform
plans of Bangladesh’s
interim government and
the plan for the next general
celection.

In his meetings with the
German minister and the
Swiss councillor, he also
discussed Bangladesh’s
energy security.

In another development,
the chief adviser also
discussed with Thailand
Prime Minister Shinawatra
the Rohingya crisis
and areas of economic
cooperation, including
shipping. “We want (o
resolve the Rohingya crisis
quickly as more and more
Rohingyas are coming (o
Bangladesh.”

Shinawatra, one of the
youngest prime ministers
in the world, expressed her
interest in increasing youth
engagement between the
two countries following the
July uprising in Bangladesh.

The chief adviser briefed
the Thai premier about the
Three Zero ideas, which he
said aimed at rescuing a
self-destructive civilisation
by  reducing  poverty,
wealth concentration,
unemployment, and carbon
emissions.

He told Shinawatra that
currently there are about
5,000 Three Zero clubs in

58 countries.

The Thai PM said the
Bimstec summit will be
held in Bangkok in April
this year.

Prof Yunus said he looks
forward to taking over as
chairman of the Bimstec
during the planned summit
of the organisation.

Bimstec comprises seven
countries of the Bay of
Bengal region: Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, Myanmar,
Nepal, Sri Lanka, and
Thailand.

The chief adviser also
sought Thailand’s support
for Bangladesh to become a
sectoral dialogue partner of
Asean and in turn become a
full member of the body.

During his meeting with
Belgium King Philippe
and Congolese President
Felix Tshisekedi, the chief
adviser was informed how
a microcredit programme
launched by a group led
by a Belgian prince helped
expand the size of tropical
forest reserves in the
Alfrican country.

Prince Emmanuel de
Merode, whose  group
launched microcredit in
Congolese  conflict-prone
areas, said microcredit
programmes have played a
big role in bringing peace to
parts of the region.

The chief adviser also
held meetings with Sheikha
Latifa Bint Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
chairperson, Dubai Culture
and Arts Authority; John
Kerry, former US secretary
of state; and Tony Blair,
former  British  prime
minister; on the sidelines of
WEF summit.

12 people run over
by train in India’s

INFORMATION FOR TENDERER
15 | Eligibility of Tenderer :
16 | Brief Description of Goods or

As Per Tender Schedule & Public Procurement Rules (PPR)
GPON network expansion work at Bashundhara Residential area,

Works Halishahar, Chattogram.
17 | Price of Tender Document (Tk) Tk.1500 {(non-refundable)
18 | Lot Identification of Lot Tender Security | Completion time
Mo, Amount (Tk)
| GPON network expansion work at Bashundhara Tk. 50,000/= 2 (Twa) month
Residential area, Halishahar, Chattogram.

PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS
19 | Name of Official Inviting Tender
20 | Designation of Official Inviting Tender

A KM. Bazlur Rashid .

‘Official Invitin Deputy General Manager (Phones), Agrabad, Chattogram.
21 | Address of Official Inviting Tender Deputy General Manager (Phones), Agrabad, Chatiogram.
22 | Contact details of Official Inviting Tender | 02333313280

23 | The procuring entity reserves the right to accept any or reject all tenders,

8} e
{ AK.M. Bazlut Rashit)

Deputy General Manager (Phones), Agrabad
BTCL, Chattogram. Ph-02-333313280

GD-253

Maharashtra

AFP, New Delhi

Twelve people were killed yesterday after rumours of a fire
on their train caused them to jump off and were crushed
to death by another incoming train, officials said.

The incident in the western Maharashtra state is the
latest to hit India’s creaking rail network, which carries
millions of passengers each day and has seen several
disasters over the years.

“People were run over by a train,” said Ayush Prasad,
a top official of Jalgaon district where the accident
occurred, some 400 kilometres (250 miles) from the
country’s financial hub of Mumbai.

It was not immediately clear whether the fire alarm was
false.

A spokesperson for Indian Railways was quoted by local
media as having said that someone had pulled the “alarm
chain” on a Mumbai-bound train, following which “a few
passengers got down from the train”.
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