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Water management needs better
FROM PAGE 5

solution and water 
management, community 
and social aspects, water 
quality and pollution, 
biodiversity and ecology, 
GIS and remote sensing, 
technology and innovation, 
environment and urban 
planning.

The book portrays a 
vivid depiction of the water 
discourse in Bangladesh 
in the last decades, said 
speakers.

The book was reviewed 
by Emeritus Professor Dr 
Ainun Nishat, an eminent 
water resources and 
climate change expert, 
and Dr Sufia Khanom, 
senior research fellow at 
the Bangladesh Institute of 
International and Strategic 

Studies (BIISS).
Nishat said the book 

showcases the organisation’s 
shift from land-centric to 
water-centric strategies by 
combining policies, cultural 
heritage, and scientific 
research, with emphasis on 
community participation 
in focal initiatives and 
gender equity, and effective 
strategies to enhance 
sustainability and climate 
resilience.

Dr Sufia Khanom 
said the book offers 
recommendations on 
expanding the scope of 
a Water Museum and 
fostering collaborations 
with educational 
institutions. These 
transformative measures 
can significantly contribute 

to equitable and sustainable 
water management in 
Bangladesh, she added.

In the welcome speech, 
Farah Kabir, country 
director of ActionAid 
Bangladesh, said, 
“ActionAid Bangladesh has 
long been advocating for 
the importance of water 
resources, fairness in water 
distribution, and the rights 
of rivers. This publication 
reflects our ongoing efforts 
to highlight these critical 
issues.”

In his closing remarks, 
Ibrahim Khalil Al-Zayad, 
chairperson of ActionAid 
International Bangladesh 
Society, said their efforts in 
driving sustainable water 
management will continue 
in future.

Court orders
FROM PAGE 3

that they embezzled Tk 887 
crore from banks and the 
share market.

On October 7 last year, 
the same court issued a 
travel ban on Sarafat.

Sarafat took control of 
Padma Bank allegedly with 
assistance from top police 
and intelligence officials 
during Sheikh Hasina’s 
regime.

In January last year, 
Sarafat resigned from the 
position of Padma Bank 
(formerly Farmers Bank) 
chairman citing health 
reasons.Stop using loud horns
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It also noted that certain 
vehicles have black-paper 
applied to their windows 
and they requested drivers 
from not using such tints 
to their windows.

In many cases, 
pedestrians cross the 
road without using zebra 

crossings or foot-over 
bridges. When crossing the 
road recklessly, accidents 
occur, traffic flow is 
disrupted, and traffic jams 
are created. Therefore, 
pedestrians are requested 
to use foot-over bridges 
and zebra crossings, the 
DMP notice added.

Global action
FROM PAGE 5

“The demand for climate 
justice must centre 
on mitigation. While 
countries like Bangladesh 
have had voluntary 
obligations historically, 
the Paris Agreement now 
extends this framework 
globally. Mechanisms 
like Article 6 and Article 
6.4 pose challenges in 
ensuring fair responsibility 
sharing, but they also offer 
opportunities for carbon 
trading and collaboration,” 
Rizwana said.

Environment Secretary 
Farhina Ahmed addressed 
the event as a special guest, 
while the DoE director 
general presided over the 
workshop.

Protests
FROM PAGE 3

The protesters left the 
spot around 6:00pm upon 
receiving assurance from 
the concerned ministry. 
However, the congestion 
persisted for hours due to 
the pressure of commuters 
returning from offices.

Shaheen Alam, a private 
service employee, was seen 
stuck at Elephant Road 
around 2:00pm. 

So was Samia Islam. She 
said she was traveling to 
Karwan Bazar and got stuck 
at Khamarbari for about 30 
minutes at 4:30pm.

Rezaul Karim, who 
came to Labaid Hospital in 
Dhanmondi, he had to wait 
an hour in traffic on Mirpur 
Road due to gridlock.

Abdul Hannan, 
assistant commissioner 
(Traffic, Ramna) of Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police, said 
the blockade at Shahbagh 
caused severe congestion 
on the roads.

“Buses were diverted 
via Bangla Motor, while 
cars and smaller vehicles 
were rerouted through 
Minto Road due to severe 
congestion,” he added.

Khaleda Zia acquitted
FROM PAGE 3

amid a countrywide strike 
on the Dhaka-Chattogram 
highway in Haiderpul area 
of Chauddagram upazila 
on January 25, 2015.

Later, police filed the 
case under the Special 
Powers Act against 42 
people including Khaleda 
Zia.

Advocate Rinku said 
police submitted a charge 

sheet against 42 people 
in the case but they could 
not place any evidence and 
witness against the BNP 
chairperson.

After hearing the 
arguments, the court 
acquitted all 36 accused. 
The decision against rest 
six persons remained 
pending as they brought 
Status quo order from High 
Court in the case.

Biman bomb threat
FROM PAGE 3

The bomb threat prompted 
the emergency landing 
of the flight at 9:20am 
yesterday, ensuring the 
safety of 250 passengers 
and 13 crew members.

The APBn traced the 
message to a Pakistani 
WhatsApp number.

However, the sender 
claimed the message 
was meant as a warning 
rather than a direct threat. 
Attempts to call the 
number went unanswered, 
although communication 
via WhatsApp continued, 
said the CAAB chairman.

In response to questions 
about the source of the 
explosives, the sender 
suggested an opposition 
group may have planted 
them to gain international 

attention, according to 
APBn sources.

Following the safe 
disembarkation of all 
passengers, they were kept 
in the terminal building 
without undergoing 
immigration procedures. 
A thorough search of 
the aircraft revealed no 
explosives or suspicious 
items.

After completing 
immigration formalities, 
passengers were reunited 
with their baggage around 
1:30pm, Biman officials 
confirmed.

The flight, which 
departed from Leonardo 
da Vinci Airport in 
Rome at 8:00pm local 
time on January 21, has 
been cleared for further 
operations.

Sarjis steps down
FROM PAGE 3

leading the office.
Currently, Mir 

Mahbubur Rahman 
Snigdho holds the CEO 
position. The governing 
body, including four 
advisers covering health, 
social welfare, local 
government, and ICT, will 
handle the foundation’s 
policymaking.

There is no longer a 
position titled “general 
secretary”, he added.

“The foundation 
began providing financial 
assistance on October 
1, and the office started 
operating from October 
15. I assumed the role 
of general secretary on 
October 21. I served in this 
capacity for approximately 
2 months and 10 days, until 
December 31. After that, 
I stepped down from the 
position,” he said.

“Finally, my signing 
authority was transferred 
on January 7, officially 
marking the end of my 

responsibilities,” he added.
He further said, “During 

my tenure, I did not draw 
any salary or honorarium 
from the foundation.”

“By December 31, 
financial assistance had 
been provided to 628 out 
of 826 verified martyr 
families. Additionally, 
approximately 2,000 out 
of 11,000 verified injured 
individuals received 
financial support.”

“I continued to serve 
as long as I could dedicate 
my maximum time to 
the foundation. When I 
realised that it would no 
longer be possible for me 
to give the required time, 
I stepped down from my 
position. To me, addressing 
one’s limitations and 
taking on or relinquishing 
responsibilities accordingly 
is not a weakness; rather, it 
requires genuine courage. 
I have tried to remain 
honest and accountable to 
the responsibilities of my 
position,” he added.
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Countless plastic bags, bottles and plates lay scattered across the Kajla canal in Jatrabari. With every passing 
day, the pollution continues to grow in this area, clogging the waterbody that once served as a drainage system 
for the area. Residents of the nearby neighbourhood often experience waterlogging in monsoon due to this.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

A man lost his life when a motorcycle fell into a ditch in 
Pirojpur’s Mathbaria upazila on Tuesday night.

The accident occurred around 11:00pm at an under-
construction bridge site near Jhawtala Bazar, said Ahmed 
Anwar, officer-in-charge of Bhandaria Police Station. 

Rakib Jomadder, 23, son of Kabir Jomadder from 
Bhogiratpur in Mathbaria, died on the spot, police said.

His friend Subrato Halder, 21, son of Rabindronath 
Halder from Chandipur in Indurkani upazila, was injured. 

Rakib, a restaurant manager in Dhaka, got married 
on January 18, according to family members.

Jonny Jomadder, a cousin of the deceased, said 
Rakib and his friend were returning to Mathbaria from 
Bhandaria on a motorcycle. 

“While riding the motorcycle, Rakib mistakenly 
entered the under-construction bridge instead of taking 
the diversion road and fell into a ditch,” he added.

Subrato, who sustained serious injuries, was rushed 
to Bhandaria Upazila Health Complex and later 
transferred to Khulna Medical College Hospital.

Youth dies as bike 

falls into ditch


