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Politics has 
‘weaponised’ 
science
Says UN climate chief 
after Trump orders 
US withdrawal from 
Paris Agreement

AFP, Paris

The UN’s climate chief 
yesterday said that the 
science of global warming 
had been “weaponised” 
by politics, a day after 
Donald Trump withdrew 
the United States from the 
Paris Agreement.

Simon Stiell said that 
shifting geopolitical events 
could not change the hard 
facts that underpin climate 
change and the disastrous 
consequences linked to a 
warming planet.

Last year was the hottest 
on record. Stiell said 
that support for climate 
science was “far, far more 
significant than those few 
voices that challenge” it.

“The science has actually 
been weaponised, and 
again that is reflective of 
the politics,” he told an 
audience at the World 
Economic Forum in Davos.

Ukraine strikes 
Russian oil depot, 
aviation plant
AFP, Kyiv

Ukraine fired a wave of drones at Russia overnight, 
sparking a blaze at an oil depot and “explosions” 
at a plant producing military aircraft, its army said 
yesterday.

Neither side has shown signs of deescalating 
since US President Donald Trump returned to 
office on Monday. The Republican has promised 
to bring a swift end to the nearly three-year war, 
but has not yet set out a plan for doing so.

In the western Voronezh region bordering 
Ukraine, Kyiv said it struck an oil depot near the 
town of Liski for the second time in less than a 
week, sparking another blaze at the facility.

“Tanks with fuel and lubricants used by the 
occupiers to supply Russian troops caught fire,” 
the Ukrainian army said on Facebook.

The region’s governor, Alexander Gusev, said 
the fire was caused by debris from a downed drone 
and that no-one was injured.

Ukraine also said it struck an aviation plant 
producing “combat aircraft” in the western 
Russian city of Smolensk, sparking “explosions”.

The governor of the Smolensk region did not 
comment on the attack, saying only that falling 
debris from downed drones had sparked “roof 
fires”.

In the Orenburg region bordering Kazakhstan, 
hundreds of kilometres from the frontline, 
authorities in the towns of Yasny and Komarovsky 
urged civilians to take cover in their nearest 
shelters due to the risk of a “drone attack”.

Trump raises prospects for a 
negotiated reset on US-China ties
REUTERS, Beijing

Donald Trump unexpectedly held off 
tariffs on China on his first day back 
at the White House and did not single 
it out as a threat, raising the prospect 
of a rapprochement as both sides 
look to gain from each other rather 
than rain harm on an adversary.

In a speech after his inauguration, 
the US president refrained from 
mentioning China, its erstwhile 
opponent in a previous trade war, 
even as he said tariffs would make the 
United States “rich as hell”, leaving 
the door open for fresh negotiations 

with the world’s second-largest 
economy. 

Trump also delayed the ban on 
China-owned short-video app TikTok, 
but in an unprecedented move, 
suggested that the US should be a 
half owner of TikTok’s US business 
in return for keeping the app alive, 
saying the company could be worth 
hundreds of billions of dollars. 

As Trump begins his second 
term, Beijing and Washington find 
themselves needing a new roadmap 
to advance their goals and guard 
their interests, analysts say, although 
previously unresolved issues such 

as the 2020 trade deal could jar the 
currently cordial undertones. 

During his first term, Trump 
quickly struck up a relationship with 
Chinese President Xi Jinping. Both 
men lavishly hosted each other in 
Florida and Beijing. But that did not 
stop ties deteriorating into a trade 
war that unleashed a series of tit-for-
tat tariffs and uprooted global supply 
chains.

Neither side appears interested 
in picking up where they left off, 
however, with signs pointing to the 
negotiation table instead. 

US President Donald Trump signs executive orders during the inaugural parade inside Capital One Arena, in Washington, DC, 
on Monday evening. PHOTO: AFP

Turkish ski resort fire 
kills 66 people 

51 injured as panicked guests jump out of windows
REUTERS, Kartalkaya

A fire at a ski resort hotel in Turkey’s 
Bolu mountains killed 66 people 
yesterday and forced panicked 
guests to jump out of windows in the 
middle of the night. 

Some 51 people were also injured, 
Interior Minister Ali Yerlikaya 
said at the Kartalkaya ski resort in 
northwest Turkey. 

The fire began around 3:30 am on 
the restaurant floor of the 12-storey 
Grand Kartal Hotel, authorities said. 

Several fire engines and 
ambulances surrounded the 
charred, wood-fronted building, 
with white bed sheets tied together 
and dangling from one upper-floor 
window where people tried to flee. 

Baris Salgur, a hotel guest, told 
broadcaster NTV that people jumped 
from windows to escape, including 
two women on the top floor who 
urged those on the ground to ready 
pillows. “When the fire got close they 
jumped right away,” he said. 

Another guest told Ekol TV that 
he and his family woke up to the 

fire but did not hear alarms, then 
entered smoke-filled corridors and 
eventually jumped from a lower-
floor window onto snow below. 

Yerlikaya said there were 238 
guests at the hotel lying at the base 
of several ski slopes. It was still 
smouldering in the afternoon. 

“I would like to share this pain, 
which is impossible to describe,” he 
said in offering condolences. 

“The fire has now been 
extinguished. Cooling efforts are 
ongoing. Since the back of the hotel 
is on a slope, fire extinguishing 
efforts could only be carried out 
from the front and side facades.”

He added that fire crews began 
battling the blaze about 45 minutes 
after the first call.


