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Politics has 
‘weaponised’ 
science
Says UN climate chief 
after Trump orders 
US withdrawal from 
Paris Agreement

AFP, Paris

The UN’s climate chief 
yesterday said that the 
science of global warming 
had been “weaponised” 
by politics, a day after 
Donald Trump withdrew 
the United States from the 
Paris Agreement.

Simon Stiell said that 
shifting geopolitical events 
could not change the hard 
facts that underpin climate 
change and the disastrous 
consequences linked to a 
warming planet.

Last year was the hottest 
on record. Stiell said 
that support for climate 
science was “far, far more 
significant than those few 
voices that challenge” it.

“The science has actually 
been weaponised, and 
again that is reflective of 
the politics,” he told an 
audience at the World 
Economic Forum in Davos.

Ukraine strikes 
Russian oil depot, 
aviation plant
AFP, Kyiv

Ukraine fired a wave of drones at Russia overnight, 
sparking a blaze at an oil depot and “explosions” 
at a plant producing military aircraft, its army said 
yesterday.

Neither side has shown signs of deescalating 
since US President Donald Trump returned to 
office on Monday. The Republican has promised 
to bring a swift end to the nearly three-year war, 
but has not yet set out a plan for doing so.

In the western Voronezh region bordering 
Ukraine, Kyiv said it struck an oil depot near the 
town of Liski for the second time in less than a 
week, sparking another blaze at the facility.

“Tanks with fuel and lubricants used by the 
occupiers to supply Russian troops caught fire,” 
the Ukrainian army said on Facebook.

The region’s governor, Alexander Gusev, said 
the fire was caused by debris from a downed drone 
and that no-one was injured.

Ukraine also said it struck an aviation plant 
producing “combat aircraft” in the western 
Russian city of Smolensk, sparking “explosions”.

The governor of the Smolensk region did not 
comment on the attack, saying only that falling 
debris from downed drones had sparked “roof 
fires”.

In the Orenburg region bordering Kazakhstan, 
hundreds of kilometres from the frontline, 
authorities in the towns of Yasny and Komarovsky 
urged civilians to take cover in their nearest 
shelters due to the risk of a “drone attack”.

Jamaat, IAB vow
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Jamaat chief remarked, “You can say 
we have come closer in the current 
environment.”

He also noted that the two parties 
are aligned when it comes to polls-
related demands.

In December, the IAB ameer 
said Islamist parties would unite to 
contest in all constituencies in the 

next general election.
“The Islamist parties will ensure 

a single, unified candidate for each 
constituency in the upcoming 
parliamentary polls,” Rezaul reiterated.

“The Islamist parties will back a 
single candidate in each seat. This 
unity will honour the sacrifices and 
bloodshed of the people and give 
meaningful purpose to the revolution.”

178 ex-BDR personnel
FROM PAGE 12

accused filed bail petitions with the 
court.

The BDR carnage on February 25-
26, 2009 resulted in the massacre of 
74 people, including 57 army officials, 
at the BDR headquarters in Pilkhana.

On November 5, 2013, a Dhaka court 
handed death sentences to 150 BDR 
members and two civilians, and life 
imprisonment to 160 others for their 
role and involvement in the carnage.

A total of 256 people, mostly BDR 
soldiers, were given jail sentences.

The court acquitted 278 others, 
but the prosecution later appealed 
against the acquittal of 69.

In January 2015, the HC started 
hearing the appeals of the convicts 
and pronounced its verdict on 
November 27, 2017, confirming the 
death penalty of 139.

It commuted the death penalty of 
eight convicts to life imprisonment 
and acquitted five others who were 
sentenced to death by the trial court.

The HC upheld life imprisonment 
of 146 and acquitted 14.

Turkish ski 
resort fire kills 
66 people
51 injured as panicked 
guests jump out of windows

REUTERS, Kartalkaya

A fire at a ski resort hotel in Turkey’s 
Bolu mountains killed 66 people 
yesterday and forced panicked 
guests to jump out of windows in 
the middle of the night. 

Some 51 people were also injured, 
Interior Minister Ali Yerlikaya 
said at the Kartalkaya ski resort in 
northwest Turkey. 

The fire began around 3:30 am on 
the restaurant floor of the 12-storey 
Grand Kartal Hotel, authorities said. 

Several fire engines and 
ambulances surrounded the 
charred, wood-fronted building, 
with white bed sheets tied together 
and dangling from one upper-floor 
window where people tried to flee. 

US President Donald Trump signs executive orders during the inaugural parade inside Capital One Arena, in Washington, DC, 
on Monday evening. PHOTO: AFP
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It wants polls for a constituent assembly
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League. However, several political 
parties obstructed these moves,” he 
said.

Nasiruddin stressed the need 
for documentary evidence of a new 
political settlement and the abolition 
of fascism.

“We hope the government will soon 
discuss this with political parties and 
provide us with a proclamation. If 
we can move towards a Constituent 
Assembly election, this proclamation 
will become a historic document,” he 
added.

He criticised the interim 
government for being slow.

“The current government’s activities 
do not align with the aspirations of the 
July uprising. People are frustrated 
by rising commodity prices and the 

deteriorating law and order,” he said.
Nasiruddin said that they had hoped 

the government would ensure proper 
medical treatment of the injured and 
facilitate sending them abroad for 
better care.

“However, the July Memorial 
Foundation has failed to function 
effectively. We repeatedly asked them 
about steps they are taking for the 
injured, but they failed to provide 
satisfactory answers,” he said.

Samantha Sharmin, spokesperson 
for the committee, underscored the 
need for reforms in the electoral 
process, the Election Commission, 
constitutional institutions, and law 
enforcement agencies.

“We are advocating for a Constituent 
Assembly election, but these reforms 
must be visible beforehand,” she said.

Public intellectual Prof Salimullah 
Khan said, “My question is, what’s 
the problem with making the 
announcement now? A proclamation 
outlines the course of action, so why is 
it an issue at this time?” 

He said major political parties are 
troubled by the idea of young people 
forming new political parties... New 
political parties are also necessary.”

Akhtar Hossain, member secretary 
of the Jatiya Nagorik Committee, 
urged the government to prepare a 
comprehensive list of the martyrs and 
the injured of the July uprising.

On AL’s participation in polls, 
Akhtar said, “The Awami League can 
only face one prospect, and that is 
justice. Jatiya Nagorik Committee will 
not allow the party to participate in 
elections.”


