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shared that all units of 
the Bangladesh Police will 
adopt a unified uniform. 
Previously, different units 
had distinct uniforms. 

The decision on new 
uniforms for the Police, 
Rapid Action Battalion, and 
Ansar was finalised during 
a meeting on Monday.

“The new uniforms will 
eliminate unit-specific 
variations and create a 
cohesive appearance for 
the force,” said Sazzat Ali, 
adding the new dress is 
now pending final approval 
from the chief adviser.

Currently, the 
Bangladesh Police employs 
over 200,000 members 
and 19,000 civilian staff.

REGULATING BATTERY-

OPERATED RICKSHAWS

The rapid proliferation of 
battery-operated rickshaws 
in Dhaka is another 
pressing concern, said the 
DMP boss. He warned of 
gridlock if the situation 
remains unchecked.

“We are engaging with 
the Ministry of Road 
Transport and Bridges to 

regulate the number of 
battery-operated rickshaws 
through a licensing 
system,” he said. 

The proposal includes 
issuing licences at a 
nominal fee of Tk 100-200 
to distinguish authorised 
vehicles from unauthorised 
ones. 

FUGITIVE EX-OC  

SHAH ALAM

The DMP is intensifying 
efforts to apprehend Shah 
Alam, the former officer-in-
charge (OC) of Uttara East 
Police Station, who escaped 
custody on January 9, said 
Commissioner Sazzat. 

Shah Alam, arrested in 
Kushtia the day before, was 
reportedly kept in a police 
officer’s room instead of 
jail custody, from where 
he managed to flee. A 
nationwide red alert was 
issued on January 10, but 
Shah Alam remains at large. 

The DMP boss suspects 
he may have fled to India 
or another neighboring 
country.

Following the incident, 
Uttara East Police Station 

OC Md Mohibullah was 
withdrawn, and ASI Sajjad 
Hossain was suspended.

“The responsible officers 
showed unwarranted 
sympathy by keeping him 
in a police officer’s room. 
This incident has been 
taken seriously, and steps 
are being taken to prevent 
such lapses in the future,” 
said the commissioner.
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AS Mahmud
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Bank, and chairman of 
Unidev Ltd.  AS Mahmud 
paved a new path in the 
electronic and print media 
in Bangladesh. Not only was 
he the founder chairman of 
the country’s first private 
terrestrial television 
channel, ETV, he was also 
the founding managing 
director of Mediaworld Ltd 
and the publisher of The 

Daily Star, the country’s 
most successful English-
language newspaper.

Seize Anisul’s
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Court passed the order 
after Anti-Corruption 
Commission submitted two 
separate applications. 

Anisul had deposited 
Tk 349.15 crore in 29 bank 
accounts and withdrawn 
Tk 316.48 crore, all of which 
are suspicious transactions, 
according to the ACC.

The ACC also said Durjoy 
has a 2,523 sq. feet flat in 
Lalmatia, three cars, and 
wealth of Tk 11.21 crore, 
inconsistent with his income. 
Durjoy allegedly abused 
his power and took Tk 
4.22 crore from Manikganj 
Power Generation Ltd.

DHAKA WEDNESDAY JANUARY 22, 2025 

MAGH 8, 1431 BS               4
BANGLADESH

EU, UN Women 
sign deal on 
gender equality
STAR REPORT

The European Union and 
UN Women have signed 
a partnership agreement 
to prevent sexual and 
gender-based violence in 
Bangladesh, according to a 
press release.

This aligns with the 
Bangladesh government’s 
commitment to achieving 
“a society without violence 
against women and children 
by 2025,” as outlined in the 
National Action Plan to 
Prevent Violence Against 
Women and Children (2018–
2030).

The partnership will 
allow UN Women to 
advocate  for the government 
to fulfill its commitments 
to international gender 
equality and human rights 
standards.

Misinformation rise
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leaders who took on 
advisory roles in the 
interim government -- Asif 
Mahmud, Nahid Islam, and 
Mahfuj Alam. In some cases, 
fake quotes attributed to 
them were circulated, while 
in other cases, attempts 
were made to portray them 
as members of Islamic 
militant organisations.”  

After August 5, such users 
spread misinformation 
claiming that the interim 
government came to power 
by handing over St Martin’s 
Island to the US.  

Old photos and videos 
of rallies by the Awami 
League were circulated to 
boost supporters’ morale, 
and fake news was spread 
claiming that the High 
Court had overturned the 
ban on BCL. 

During the floods in 

August, photos and videos 
of other organisations 
helping flood victims were 
circulated as Awami League 
relief distribution efforts, 
said the report.  

“On August 10, 
misinformation also spread 
about a clash between 
the army and Awami 
League party supporters in 
Gopalganj, Sheikh Hasina’s 
ancestral hometown. Some 
social media posts claimed 
that over 60 people were 
killed in the army’s attack, 
while others propagated 
that soldiers were 
celebrating after beating 
Awami League leaders and 
supporters,” it said. 

The report also observed 
it was falsely claimed Hasina 
had filed a case against 
Yunus, accusing him of 
killing 500 police officers.  

Disqualify those
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criminalisation,” he added.  
He further stressed the 

need for political parties 
to ensure transparency, 
practise democracy, and 
remain accountable to 
their members for free and 
fair elections.  

Referring to the 
recommendation to ban 
the use of posters, he said 
that posters harm the 
environment. Campaigning 
can take place through 
digital platforms. It has also 
been recommended that 
all candidates should be 
given equal opportunities 
to campaign through 
government media.

When asked whether 
national and all local 
elections could be 

conducted within a 
four-month caretaker 
government period, Badiul 
said this proposal is not 
for the present but for the 
future. Additionally, the 
suggestion of holding local 
government elections before 
the national parliamentary 
elections has also been made 
for the future.

Badiul proposed 
reinstating the “no-vote” 
provision to ensure credible 
elections. 

Besides, he added, 
“We have proposed 
verifying affidavits, and 
if there are allegations of 
falsehoods, concealment of 
information, or incorrect 
information, their 
nomination and election 
will be cancelled.” 
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Harun Molla collects and bundles dry straw and leaves from the field before carrying them home to feed his 
domesticated animals. The photo was taken at Kapurakathi village in Jhalakathi yesterday.
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