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Ctg-Cox’s Bazar 
route gets 2 new 
trains from Feb 1
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Two new intercity trains will start operating on the 
Chattogram-Cox’s Bazar route from February 1.

Bangladesh Railway issued a letter in this regard 
yesterday, and instructed its departments to allocate 
manpower, locomotives, coaches for the trains’ operation.

The trains -- Saikat and Prabal express -- will have 
743 seats each, said the letter signed by Kamal Akter 
Hossain, additional chief operating superintendent of 
BR (East Zone).

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A delegation from the United States Coast Guard is 
scheduled to visit Chattogram Port today to evaluate 
its security and operations-related facilities.

The four-member delegation of US Coast Guard, 
led by Lt Commander Khiem Nagy, arrived in Dhaka 
on January 18 on a six-day visit under its International 
Port Security (IPS) programme.

The team, during its two-day visit to Chattogram, 
will meet Chattogram Port Authority Chairman Rear 
Admiral SM Moniruzzaman, and inspect and assess if the 
port’s security measures are in place and related facilities 
including private off-docks comply with the International 
Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code, sources said.

The team will visit different port facilities, a private 
off-dock Ispahani Summit Alliance Container Terminal 
Ltd, another private ICD named Incontrade Container 
Ltd, and Patenga Container Terminal of the port.

BNP leader 
arrested 
for sexual 
harassment
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Pabna

An expelled BNP leader 
was arrested on the charge 
of sexual harassment in 
Sirajganj Sadar upazila on 
Sunday. 

A local court sent 
the arrestee to jail on 
Sunday afternoon, police 
confirmed yesterday.

The arrestee, Juel 
Rana, hailing from the 
Char Solimabad area in 
Chowhali upazila, was the 
organising secretary of the 
Chowhali upazila unit of 
BNP before he was expelled 
from the post on January 
14.

Juel allegedly sexually 
harassed a young boy in his 
village on January 11, said 
Jiaur Rahman, officer-in-
charge of Chowhali Police 
Station. 

The victim’s father filed 
a case against Juel with 
the police station. Juel has 
been in hiding since then, 
added the OC. 

Acting on a tip-off, 
Rab arrested Juel from 
Sirajganj town and later 
handed him over to police, 
the OC said.

The Sirajganj district 
unit of BNP expelled Juel 
from his post for violating 
the party’s decorum.

US Coast Guard team 
to visit Ctg port today

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Tobacco cultivation in the Rangpur 
region has increased significantly this 
year, with 19,250 hectares of land now 
under cultivation, up from 13,349 
hectares last year, according to the 
Department of Agricultural Extension. 

The department has expressed 
concern over this rise, noting that 
the cultivation area stood at 10,820 
hectares in 2023.

Officials report that 60 percent of 
the region’s tobacco is produced in 
Lalmonirhat, followed by 20 percent in 
Rangpur, 15 percent in Nilphamari, and 
5 percent in Gaibandha. 

Farmers, meanwhile, cite the high 
profitability of tobacco as a reason for 
its increased cultivation. 

Sejab Ali, a farmer from Tiparbazar 
village in Aditmari, expanded his 
tobacco farming from four bighas last 
year to seven this year, earning Tk 
2,77,200 from 33 maunds of tobacco in 
2024 while spending Tk 86,000. 

Abdul Quader, a veteran farmer from 
Mominpur village in Rangpur Sadar, has 

been cultivating tobacco for 39 years 
and noted a sharp rise in its production 
this year. He doubled his cultivation 
from five to 10 bighas, attributing the 
trend to higher market prices and the 
support provided by tobacco companies, 
including seeds, fertilisers, pesticides, 
and interest-free loans.

Omar Faruk, agriculture officer of 
Aditmari upazila, criticised tobacco 
companies for encouraging cultivation, 
which he said depletes soil fertility and 
hampers food production. 

Obaidur Rahman Mandal, additional 
director of DAE in Rangpur, said 
tobacco cultivation, though lucrative for 
farmers, harms the soil, environment, 
and human health. 

He said the DAE cannot take firm 
measures as tobacco cultivation has 
not been officially banned, adding that 
its unchecked growth poses a severe 
risk to agriculture.Lalmonirhat Deputy 
Commissioner HM Raqib Hayder said 
measures to curb tobacco cultivation 
would be taken in consultation with the 
agriculture department, and the matter 
has been reported to higher authorities.

Tobacco cultivation 
surge sparks alarm

BASHUNDHARA GROUP

Probe 470-acre Ctg 
land allocation: HC
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday ordered the government 
to form a committee to investigate allegations 
of irregularities in allocating 470 acres of 
land in Chattogram to Bashundhara Group by 
misclassifying the land as wetlands.

The land secretary, cabinet secretary, chairman 
of the Anti-Corruption Commission, director 
general of Land Records and Survey Department, 
and divisional commissioner of Chattogram have 
been directed to comply. 

The committee has been asked to submit a 
report to the court within three months, stating 
its progress. 

The HC also issued a rule asking why the land 
allocation to Bashundhara Group should not be 
declared illegal.

The bench of Justice Fahmida Quader and 
Justice Mubina Asaf issued the order after hearing 
a writ petition filed by Supreme Court lawyer 
Mohammad Kawsar in December last year as 
public interest litigation. 

The petition was based on a report published on 
October 10 by the online portal “Bangla Outlook,” 
titled ‘Bashundhara allocated land by showing 
them wetland.”

The petitioner challenged the legality of the 
allocation and sought an order of probe into 
the allegations. Lawyer Kawsar moved the writ 
petition before the HC himself.

After the HC order, he told The Daily Star that the 
land, originally classified as sandy beach land, was 
reclassified as wetland to facilitate its allocation.

This reclassification resulted in a long-term 
lease at a significantly lower cost, depriving the 
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