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Main elements of
Gaza truce deal

REUTERS

Here are the main elements of a Gaza
ceasefire deal that went into eflect
yesterday after 15 months of conflict that
has killed tens of thousands of Palestinians
and inflamed the Middle East.

- A six-week initial ceasefire phase
includes the gradual withdrawal of Israeli
forces from central Gaza and the return of
displaced Palestinians to northern Gaza.

— The deal requires 600 truckloads of
humanitarian aid to be allowed into Gaza
every day of the ceasefire.

-- Hamas will release 33 Israeli hostages,
including all women (soldiers and civilians),
children, and men over 50. Hamas will
release female hostages and under 19s first,
followed by men over 50.

-~ Israel will release 30 Palestinian
detainees for every civilian hostage and
50 Palestinian detainees for every Israeli
female soldier Hamas releases.

Under the terms of the deal, Hamas
will inform the International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC) where the meeting
point will be inside Gaza and the ICRC is
expected to begin driving to that location

to collect the hostages.

- Israel will release all Palestinian
women and children under 19 detained
since October 7, 2023 by end of the first
phase. The total number of Palestinians
released will depend on hostages released,
and could be between 990 and 1,650
Palestinian detainees including men,
women and children.

-- Hamas will release the hostages over a
six-week period, with at least three hostages
released each week and the remainder of
the 33 before the end of the period.

— The implementation of the deal will
be guaranteed by Qatar, Egypt and the US.

-- Negotiations over a second phase of the
agreement will begin by the 16th day of phase
one and is expected to include the release
of all remaining hostages, including Israeli
male soldiers, a permanent ceasefire and the
complete withdrawal of Israeli soldiers.

-~ A third phase is expected to include
the return of all remaining dead bodies
and the start of Gaza’s reconstruction.

People celebrate with Palestinian flags as they attend a demonstration in support of Palestinians in Gaza, amid a ceasefire

between Israel and Hamas, in Brussels, Belgium, yesterday.

Houthis claim strike
on US aircraft carrier

Warn of ‘consequences’ for any attacks on Yemen
during Gaza ceasefire

AFP, Sanaa
Yemen’s Iran-backed Houthi rebels claimed
an attack on an American aircraft carrier
yesterday and warned of “consequences” for
any retaliation during the Gaza ceasefire.

“The Yemeni Armed Forces warn
the enemy forces in the Red
Sea of the consequences of
any aggression against our
country during the ceasefire
period in Gaza,” the rebels
said in a statement.

“They will confront any
aggression  with  specific
military operations against
those forces without a ceiling or
red lines.”

An initial 42-day truce between
Israel-Hamas began yesterday.

The Houthis, who have attacked shipping
in the Red Sea throughout the Israeli offensive

in Gaza, said they targeted the USS Harry S
Truman and other “warships” with drones
and cruise missiles.
“The American aircraft carrier was forced
to leave the theater of operations,” the rebels’
statement said.
Part of Iran’s “axis of resistance”,
the Houthis have repeatedly
launched missile and drone
attacks on Israel since the
offensive in Gaza broke
out in October 2023,
claiming solidarity with the
Palestinians.
They have also waged a
harassment campaign against
shipping in the Red Sea and Gulf
of Aden, severely disrupting trade
routes.
On Friday, the Yemeni rebels warned they
would keep up their attacks if Israel did not
respect the terms of the ceasefire with Hamas.
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Nigeria tanker
truck blast toll
rises to 86

REUTERS, Maiduguri

At least 86 people were
killed and more injured
in northern Nigeria on
Saturday when a petrol
tanker truck overturned,
spilling fuel that exploded,
the country’s national
emergency agency said.

The accident in Niger
follows a similar blast in
Jigawa state last October
that killed 147 people.

“As of this report,
over 70 bodies have been
recovered, 56 individuals
are injured, and more
than 15 shops have been
destroyed,” the National
Emergency Management
Authority said in a
statement.

“The injured have been
transported to hospitals for
treatment, while recovery
efforts for the deceased are
ongoing,” it added.

S KOREA POLITICAL CRISIS
Protesters storm
court after Yoon’s

detention extended

AFP, Seoul

Supporters of South Korean President Yoon Suk
Yeol stormed a Seoul court yesterday after a judge
extended the impeached leader’s detention over
his ill-fated attempt to impose martial law.

Yoon said he was “deeply shocked and
saddened” by the pre-dawn attack on the court,
where his supporters smashed windows and doors.

Tens of thousands of people had gathered
outside the Seoul Western District Court in a
show of support Saturday for the president, who
became South Korea’s first sitting head of state to
be arrested in a dawn raid this week.

AFP journalists saw hundreds of police officers
charge into the court, with the force arresting
dozens and denouncing an “intolerable illegal and
violent incident”.

The incident is the latest episode in South
Korea’s spiralling political crisis which erupted on
December 3, when Yoon declared martial law and
dispatched troops to parliament.

His attempt to suspend civilian rule lasted just
six hours after lawmakers defied soldiers to vote
it down. They later impeached the president,
suspending him from duty.

Trump holds
victory rally belore
inauguration

REUTERS, Washington
President-elect Donald Trump was due to take a
victory lap yesterday with a campaign-style rally
in Washington, DC, a day before he is sworn in for
a second term four years after losing the White

House to Joe Biden.
Trump’s “Make America Great Again Victory
Rally” - scheduled for 3:00 pm ET at
the Capital One Arena - marks
his first major speech in

Washington since he urged
his supporters to march on
the Capitol on January 6,
2021, in protest against his
defeat.
His rally remarks, along
with his inaugural address
today, could offer a preview
of the tone he plans to adopt in
the early days of his second term
in office. In recent weeks, Trump has
disconcerted foreign allies by musing aloud about
taking over Greenland and the Panama Canal and

turning Canada into a US state.
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