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perpetrators filmed during 
the recent attacks remain 
free.  

Alik Mri, an organiser 
of Aggrieved Indigenous 
Students and Masses, 
accused the government 
of attempting to silence 
indigenous voices through 
violence. “The state is 
intentionally attacking 
us. They are creating a 
situation where indigenous 
people are neither 
acknowledged nor allowed 
to stay in this country.”  

Karim Sikdar, joint 
general secretary of 
Bangladesh JASAD, 
said, “While the head of 
government presents the 
graffiti to the world, the 
NCTB removes it. What 
message is the government 
trying to send?”  

He said the recent 
attacks were tightening the 
grip of discrimination in 
the country.  

Shamsul Huda, 
executive director of 
ALRD, pointed out that 
the constitution does not 

prohibit the use of the term 
“indigenous” and called 
for a directive to ensure its 
respectful use across state 
systems.

Professor Jobaida 
Nasreen of Dhaka 
University’s Anthropology 
Department demanded 
an investigation into the 
organisations influencing 
the decision-making of the 
government. 

“We need to investigate 
who these organisations 
are, what their intentions 
are, and why the 
government made changes 
based on a single demand 
[to remove graffiti with the 
word adivasi] from them.”  

She warned against 
empowering such 
groups and called for the 
restoration of the graffiti 
within three days.  

Professor Khairul 
Islam of DU’s Sociology 
Department suggested 
forming a commission to 
address indigenous issues 
and prevent future attacks.    

Shaheen Anam, 
executive director 

of Manusher Jonno 
Foundation, strongly 
condemned the attacks, 
saying, “There are no 
words strong enough to 
protest this. The same 
graffiti we proudly display 
globally is being targeted 
and attacked here -- this is 
utterly unacceptable.”

She criticised the lack of 
dialogue and transparency 
behind such decisions 
affecting marginalised 
communities. “Simply 
saying we are all 
Bangladeshis is not 
enough. Minorities live in 
constant fear, and that is 
a shame for us as a nation. 
Why should anyone live in 
fear in their own country?”

Shaheen Anam 
also highlighted the 
government’s failure 
to restore trust among 
minority communities 
and its broader inaction on 
women’s rights and ongoing 
oppression. “An incident 
occurs, we protest, and then 
go silent. Is this the new 
Bangladesh?” she asked.

Ruhin Hossain Prince, 
general secretary of the 
Communist Party of 
Bangladesh, condemned the 
removal of graffiti, calling it 
an insult to the July uprising.  

“The graffiti was removed 
based on the demands of a 
few individuals. What kind 
of decision is that? We do 
not want to witness any 
incident based on mob 
mentality,” he said.  

ACC to send
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In October last year, the 
foreign ministry had 
informed the WHO of its 
reluctance to work with 
Putul. Subsequently, the 
ACC filed a case against 
Putul, her mother, and 
other family members, 
alleging fraud and forgery to 
obtain a plot in Purbachal. 
Now, the ministry may 
request action based on the 
details of that case provided 
by the ACC.

In November 2023, 
Putul was elected regional 
director of the WHO for the 
South-East Asia Region.

She was appointed for a 
five-year term during the 
WHO regional conference 
held in New Delhi, India.

Russian envoy
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he said, answering 
questions regarding the 
prospects of bilateral 
relations and joint projects. 

During the talks, the 
two sides discussed issues 
of mutual interest and 
cooperation between 
Bangladesh and Russia in 
the international arena.

He also talked about 
other areas of cooperation 
--  food security, 
agriculture, shipbuilding -- 
in addition to the Rohingya 
issue.

On December 30, 2024, 
Khozin presented his 
credentials to President 
Mohammed Shahabuddin.

When a hill’s razed
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requested for the list to 
be resent mentioning the 
names, and also asked 
the agencies to arrest the 
owners in connection with 
hill cutting. 

“When a hill is razed, 
arrest its owner, not 
workers. Cutting of the hill 
will stop when the owners 
are brought to the book,” 
she urged the agencies.

Rizwana also said they 
talked to the district 
administrator and 
divisional commissioner 
on Saturday regarding hill 
cutting in Chattogram.

She called upon 
government officials 
concerned to enhance 
vigilance at night as hill 
razing activities are often 
carried out at that time.

“If a tree is felled, 
another can be planted. 
If a river is occupied by 
someone, you can evict the 
encroacher. But if a hill is 
razed, you need to conjure 
magic to bring it back. So, 
you cannot allow the hills 
to be razed,” she further 
said. 

She instructed dividing 
Chattogram’s hilly areas in 
seven zones, and forming 
a volunteer team for each 
zone, comprising all state 
agencies to protect the 
hills.

Regarding drives against 
polythene, Rizwana said 
the government will 
enforce the ban despite all 
obstacles.

She also said 
compensation for workers 
of polythene factories that 
will be shut down will have 
to be provided by factory 
owners.

Hurt in gas
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explosion when he lit a 
gas-lighter to smoke in the 
bathroom.

Babul’s namaz-e-janaza 
will be held at the Society 
Mosque in Gulshan 
today after Zohr prayers. 
Following that, he will be 
buried in his mother’s grave 
at the Banani cemetery.

He is the youngest son of 
reciter Kazi Sabyasachi, son 
of the national poet. Babul 
Kazi’s two elder sisters are 
Khilkhil Kazi and Mishti 
Kazi.

Teen injured
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bullet from the same 
training centre killed a 
woman named Joynab 
Begum.

Police collected the 
bullet from the scene.

According to sources, 
the facility is designed to 
prevent bullet leakage, with 
firing directions oriented 
from south to north. 
However, the bullet that 
struck Shahnaz reportedly 
travelled northeast, 
crossing the Dinajpur-
Rangpur highway and 
bypassing several buildings. 

Ansar-VDP district 
adjutant Md Nuruzzaman 
said operations at the 
training centre have been 
permanently halted for 
high-range bullet firing.

“This area has become 
densely populated and 
unsafe over the years. It was 
an accident. The trainee 
might have mishandled the 
recoil, causing the bullet to 
change direction,” he said.

He, however, added, “The 
training centre is at least one 
and a half kilometers away… 
It is unlikely for a bullet to 
travel such a distance. This 
seems unusual. We are 
looking into the incident.”
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