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Right to speech,
vote needed to
thwart autocracy

Says Tarique on Ziaur
Rahman’s 89th birth anniv

UNB, Dhaka

The  re-emergence
of autocracy in
Bangladesh can be
prevented if freedom
of expression and
voting  rights  of
people can  be
protected, said BNP acting chairman
Tarique Rahman yesterday.

“People’s rights to vote must be ensured
at any cost. Secondly, people should have
theright to speak or express their opinions.
These two rights cannot be violated. If we
can agree on this, we will gradually be able
to develop a system free from autocracy,”
he said at a discussion.

The Ziaur Rahman Foundation (ZRF)
organised the programme titled “Martyred

SEE PAGE 2 COL1

Roll back hiked
VAT, duties

BNP demands

UNB, Dhaka
The BNP yesterday demanded immediate
rollback of recently hiked Value Added Tax
and supplementary duties on more than
100 products, considering public suffering.
Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir made the demand to withdraw
the decision (o raise the VAT and duty or
indirect taxes on the common people,
calling it “imprudent and irresponsible.
He said at a press conference at the
BNP chairperson’s Gulshan office that

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

Hundreds of people from India and Bangladesh gathered along the Chapainawabganj border yesterday and
engaged in chases and counter chases and throwing brick chunks at each other. The photo was taken near BGB’s

PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN

A footpath is covered with umbrellas of makeshift stalls of street vendors. Despite strict warnings from police and city
corporation, vendors continue to occupy the street in front of Shah Ali Super Market in Mirpur 1. The photo was taken yesterday.

No action taken based
on white paper

FEconomists say govt preference for indirect taxes concerning

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
The interim government has not taken
any of the measures recommended
by the white paper on the state of the
Bangladesh economy even after a month
and a half of the report’s submission,
said economists yesterday.

“Many people ask about the future
actions regarding the white paper -- this
question evokes a sense of helplessness

Chouka and Kironganj border outposts in Binodpur union under Shibganj upazila.

65pc of suicide
victims among
students are
teens: survey

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Teenagers accounted for 65.7 percent of
310 student suicides in 2024, according to
a survey by the Aachol Foundation.

The findings were presented yesterday
during a virtual press conference titled
“Student Suicides in 2024: The Need for
Collective Action.”

The survey noted that student suicides
declined from 532 in 2022 and 513 in
2023, possibly due to reduced media focus
during the 2024 political unrest (July
uprising). Data was compiled from 105
national newspapers.

Teenagers (13-19) had the highest suicide
rate, followed by young adults aged 20-25
(24 percent) and children aged 1-12 (7.4
percent). Those aged 26-30 had the lowest
rate (2.9 percent). Females accounted for
61 percent of deaths by suicide, males 38.4
percent, and third-gender and transgender
individuals each made up 0.3 percent.

Secondary-level students had the
highest share (46 percent), followed by

SEE PAGE 7 COL 4

Ruined, Gaza
hopes for respite

42-day ceasefire to take
effect at 0630 GMT

AGENCIES

due to uncertainty,” said Debapriya
Bhattacharya, who led the 12-member
committee that prepared the white
paper.

Bhattacharya’s comments came at
a symposium titled “White Paper and
Thereafter: Economic Management,
Reforms, and National Budget”,
held yesterday at the Bangabandhu
International Conference Centre.

“Our aim is to ensure that the

government incorporates the white
paper’s recommendations into its
policymaking,” he added.

The white paper committee submitted
the report one and half months ago, but
the government has no programme yet
that will show that it owns the paper,

said Selim Raihan, executive director of

the South Asian Network on Economic
Modelling.
SEE PAGE 7 COL 1

Economic ills
were entrenched
during AL regime

Says Prof Rehman Sobhan,
suggests deep, structural
solutions

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
The long-term problems in
the economic sector were
exacerbated and entrenched
during the tenure of the
Awami  League regime,
pushing many issues to the
point of no return, said Prof
Rehman Sobhan yesterday.

Low revenue mobilisation, corruption, default
loans, money laundering, project time and cost
overruns, fall in Foreign Direct Investment, and
over-estimation were among the long-term
problems, he said.

He made the comments at the concluding
session of a programme titled “White Paper and
Thereafter: FEconomic Management, Reforms

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

40 shrines
attacked in
over 5 months

Govt says 23 suspects held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 40 shrines (mazar, sufi graveyards,
dargahs) in the country have been targeted in 44
incidents of attack since August 4 last year, the
government has said, citing police reports.

The incidents included vandalism and attacks
on shrines and the devotees, looting of shrine
properties, and arson, the Chiel Adviser’s Press
Wing said in a media statement yesterday.

According to the police, the highest number of

SEE PAGE 7 COL 4

PHOTO: TV GRAB

A ceasefire in the Gaza war will begin today morning, mediator
Qatar said after Israel’s cabinet voted to approve the truce and

hostage-prisoner release deal.

Since Qatar and the United States, which mediated the deal
along with Egypt, announced the agreement on Wednesday, Israeli

strikes on Gaza have continued.

Ahead of the truce, Gaza’s civil defence rescue agency said at
least five members of a family were killed when a strike hit their

tent in Khan Yunis, in southern Gaza.

Explosions were heard over Jerusalem after air raid sirens blared
and the military said a projectile had been launched from Yemen,
whose Iran-backed Huthi rebels say they support the Palestinians.

The Huthis said they targeted the Israeli defence ministry, before
air raid sirens sounded again in southern Israel in the afternoon
and the military said it intercepted a missile launched from Yemen.

“As coordinated by the parties to the agreement and the
mediators, the ceasefire in the Gaza Strip will begin at 8:30 am
(0630 GMT) on Sunday,” Qatar’s foreign ministry spokesman

Majed al-Ansari said.

In more than 15 months of war between Hamas and Israel, there
has been only one previous truce, for one week, in November 2023.
That deal also saw the release of hostages held by the militants in

exchange for Palestinian prisoners.
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