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Govt okays Tk 150cr 
grant for treatment 

of 15,000 injured
UNB, Dhaka

The interim government has approved a grant of Tk 150 
crore for the treatment of 15,000 students and citizens 
injured during the July mass uprising.

This fund will be allocated from the budget of the 
current fiscal year (2024-25), confirmed a letter from the 
Ministry of Liberation War Affairs, sent on Wednesday to 
the Chief Accounts and Finance Officer.

According to the letter, the government has approved 
the release of funds under the category “Unexpected 
Expenditure Management” in the budget for the fiscal 
year 2024-25. 

The specific allocation is Tk 232.6 crore, which will be 
divided for the treatment of the injured and support for 
the families of the martyrs of the July Uprising.

The treatment fund will be distributed as follows:
Category A: 1,000 individuals, each receiving Tk 

2 lakh, totaling Tk 20 crore; category B: 3,000, each 
receiving Tk 1 lakh, totaling Tk 30 crore; category C: 
4,000, each receiving Tk 1 lakh, totaling Tk 40 crore; and 
category D: 7,000, each receiving Tk 50,000, totaling Tk 
35 crore.

Additionally, Tk 25 crore will be allocated for medical 
consultation services both domestically and abroad 
for the injured. For the families of the martyrs, the 
government will purchase monthly profit-based savings 
certificates worth Tk 10 lakh for each family, which will 
be redeemable at maturity.

Over 11,000 crossed
FROM PAGE 3

to traffickers operating 
within the country, who 
often face little to no legal 
repercussions.

“Trafficking groups 
remain active in 
Bangladesh, targeting 
vulnerable communities 
in new areas. They largely 
enjoy impunity,” said 
Shakirul Islam, chairperson 
of the Ovibashi Karmi 
Unnayan Programme.

He added that the 
closure of regular 
migration pathways, such 
as the Italian government’s 
seasonal workers category, 

has driven many to risk the 
dangerous sea crossing.

“Creating regular 
migration pathways 
is essential to curbing 
irregular migration,” he said.

A Bangladesh Embassy 
official in Tripoli, wishing 
anonymity, said migrants 
often exploit Libya’s 
fragile political situation 
to embark on voyages to 
Italy, with traffickers who 
bring them to Libya often 
through Dubai and Egypt.

The report also said that 
5,722 people reached Italy 
by sea in October 2024, 
with Syrians accounting 

for 20 percent arrivals, 
followed by Bangladeshis at 
15 percent.

Between January and 
October 2024, the top 
nationalities arriving in 
Italy included Syrians 
(10,559), Tunisians (7,289), 
Egyptians (3,637), Guineans 
(3,039), and Pakistanis 
(2,325).

In terms of countries 
of embarkation, 33,799 
migrants departed from 
Libya during the first 10 
months of 2024, followed 
by 17,497 from Tunisia, 
3,048 from Turkey, and 
1,069 from Algeria.

Dev model continues
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caused by the elevated 
expressway, saying that 
construction had destroyed 
the park’s beauty. 

He denounced the 
country’s development 
model as aggressive and 
unsustainable. 

“Despite the fall of 
the former authoritarian 
regime, the mindset that 
disregards people’s dignity 
persists. The focus is on 
building structures, not 
improving lives,” Kallol 
said, referring to the 
government’s emphasis on 
large projects at the expense 
of citizens’ well-being.

Kallol also slammed the 
government’s portrayal of 
foreign loans as donations, 
arguing that they impose 
financial strains on the 
public. He pointed to the 
recent US $4.5 billion loan 
from the IMF, which led to 

an increase in VAT. 
“We are following IMF 

directives, burdening 
citizens with extra VAT,” he 
added.

He criticised the Rampal 
Power Plant, funded largely 
by loans, which he said 
would cause irreversible 
damage to the Sundarbans.

Kallol condemned the 
public-private partnership 
model as a scheme to 
transfer public funds to 
private entities. “While 
land acquisition for 
infrastructure projects 
costs public funds, private 
companies collect tolls for 
years, giving the government 
only a minimal fee,” he said.

Meanwhile, the elevated 
expressway project has 
already installed 41 pillars, 
damaging Hatirjheel Lake 
and cutting over 250 trees in 
Panthakunja Park, sparking 
ongoing protests, he said.

Reinstate the word
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presence of police, they did 
not intervene to protect us.”

She added, “In the video 
footage from that day, every 
attacker is identifiable, 
but we are yet to see any 
resolution.”

Satirtho Chirang from 
the Bangladesh Garo 
Student Union said, 
“Indigenous people are 
repeatedly oppressed. 
Constitutional recognition 
has yet to be granted. 
Whenever we demand our 
existence, we are labelled 
separatists. The injustice 
we face is evident not 
only in the hills but also 
in Dhaka. We demand 
exemplary punishment 
for those involved in the 

attack.”
Naeem Hajong, member 

secretary of the Hajong 
Students’ Council, said, 
“We want to be recognised 
as indigenous people -- that 
is our identity...”

On January 15, at least 
20 people, mostly from 
indigenous communities, 
were attacked while 
staging a protest in front 
of the NCTB office against 
the removal of the word 
“adivasi” from a graffiti in 
two textbooks. 

The attack was allegedly 
carried out by a group 
named Students for 
Sovereignty. A case has 
been filed against 28 
individuals at the Motijheel 
police station.

16 including
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residents, triggered an 
altercation between the 
two groups.

At one stage, people of 
Solitha village beat up a 
youth of Mirakanda, said 
locals and witnesses. 

Both groups then 
clashed with sharp 
weapons, sticks, and 
brickbats around 9:00am 
yesterday, resulting in 
injuries to 12 individuals 
from both sides, said police.

Md Asaduzzaman, senior 
assistant superintendent of 
police, said police managed 
to bring the violence under 
control after about an 
hour’s effort.

Among the injured, 
two were admitted to 
Faridpur Medical College 
Hospital, eight were treated 
at Nagarkanda Upazila 
Health Complex, and the 
rest received primary 
treatment, said locals. 

Police filed a case against 
17 named and some 500 to 
600 unnamed people, said 
Asaduzzaman.

Discrepancies found
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Murshid also expressed 
her frustration over the 
inefficiency in project 
implementation under the 
two ministries assigned to 
her. 

“Most projects are 
implemented without 
conducting feasibility 
studies, monitoring reports 
and end reports. Without 
proper planning, hundreds 
of crores of taka has 
previously been spent in our 
ministries…,” she claimed.

She criticised the 

bureaucratic autocracies, 
particularly regarding the 
frequent transfer of skilled 
officials.

“Amid a shortage of 
skilled manpower, when 
we manage to upskill an 
official, the administration 
abruptly relocates them,” 
she said, pointing to a lack 
of strategic planning.

“There is no 
coordination between the 
public administration and 
other ministries. In some 
cases, their intentions seem 
questionable,” she added.

We escaped death
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“The almighty must have 
had a hand in this because 
it could not be that I 
managed to get away by 
mere coincidence. Because, 
as you have seen later, there 
was a plan to murder me 
[on August 5].”

“This must be an 
indication from Allah,” she 

said. “It is most probably 
because the almighty has 
plans for me to do more 
since I am still alive.”

“I am suffering... I 
have been away from the 
country and away from 
home.” Her voice choked 
as she concluded, “They 
have just burnt everything 
down…”

Forests reduced to bare lands
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Md Ohidur Rahman, 
regional coordinator of 
the “Bangladesh Resource 
Centre for Indigenous 
Knowledge”, said the 
forests once thrived with 
indigenous trees like 
segun, gazari, sal, jarul, and 
shirish. 

However, illegal logging 
has drastically reduced the 
forest, leading to significant 
habitat loss for wildlife, he 
said. Dr Md Azharul Islam, 
professor of environmental 
science at Bangladesh 
Agricultural University, 
warned of serious 
ecological consequences if 
forest depletion continues. 
“Mymensingh is at high 

risk of earthquakes, 
so protecting and 
replenishing natural 
forests with indigenous 
trees is crucial,” he added.

Data from the 
Divisional Forest Office 
in Mymensingh show 
that the forest area in the 
division once spanned over 
71,000 acres, including 
38,911 acres of reserved 
forest across Mymensingh, 
Jamalpur, Sherpur, and 
Netrakona. 

Over the past three 
decades, vast portions 
have been lost to illegal 
activities. In Mymensingh 
alone, 24,895 acres have 
been grabbed with similar 
losses in other districts.

Md Dewan Ali, 
Durgapur range officer, 
denied allegations of forest 
plundering or official 
involvement. “Felling of 
trees has been stopped in 
the four beats under this 
range for the last couple 
of years. No forest-related 
cases have been filed 
during this time,” he said.

Divisional Forest Officer 
ANM Abdul Wadud said 
an ongoing afforestation 
project involving local 
communities would be 
completed within 12 years. 
“We will plant indigenous 
trees to restore the forest 
within a decade, ensuring 
food and shelter for 
wildlife,” he said.

3 advisers slam CCC
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The engineer cited legal 
complications surrounding 
land acquisition, saying, 
“Some people filed 
petitions with the court.”

In response, advisers 
Fouzul and Rizwana 
expressed frustration, 
asking why the CCC 
had failed to inform the 
government about the 
issue earlier. “Give me the 
list of the petitions,” Fouzul 
instructed.

Adviser Faruk-e-
Azam asked whether the 
remaining work would 

be completed by May, 
before the onset of the 
monsoon. The CCC chief 
engineer said it might take 
longer, leaving the advisers 
disappointed.

CCC Mayor Shahadat 
Hossain, who accompanied 
the advisers, told reporters 
that “mega corruption” had 
plagued previous projects. 
“But now we are trying to 
carry out works honestly 
and with coordination,” he 
said.
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Cracked
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10 hours,” confirmed 
Mahbubul Alam, 
superintendent engineer of 
the CWasa.

“The water supply 
resumed at 3:00pm after 
repairing the damage,” he 
added.

Earlier in July 2023, the 
pipeline had cracked in the 
area due to similar reason.

BGB destroys
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BGB-55 Battalion 
Commander Lieutenant 
Colonel Md Tanzilur 
Rahman said the drugs were 
seized along the border of 
Habiganj and Moulvibazar 
districts between July and 
December 2024.

The seized items, valued 
at Tk 7.42 crore in the black 
market, were destroyed 
following legal procedures, 
he said.

Air pollution kills
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The report also attributes 
900,485 preterm births 
and 696,389 cases of low 
birth weight to air pollution 
annually.  

Achieving the national 
air quality standard could 
reduce deaths by 19 percent 
and improve quality of life 
significantly, while meeting 
the WHO guideline could 
save 81,282 lives annually.  

The primary sources 
of air pollution include 
industrial emissions, 
power plants, vehicles, 
construction activities, 
waste burning, and 
seasonal dust storms. 
Polluted air from 
neighbouring countries 
also exacerbates the issue.  

A dashboard introduced 
at the event allows real-time 
monitoring of pollution 
levels across cities and 
districts, aiding decision-
making and raising public 
awareness.  

“Bangladesh’s air 
pollution leads to 
numerous premature 
births, low birth weights, 
and childhood deaths 
annually,” said Dr Jamie 
Kelly, CREA’s air quality 
analyst. 

“These outcomes 
highlight the urgent need 
for targeted interventions 
to protect the most 
vulnerable. Air pollution 
also weakens the economy, 
causing 266 million sick 
days each year, significantly 
impacting productivity.”  

CAPS Chairman Prof 

Ahmad Kamruzzaman 
Majumder stressed that 
Dhaka’s rising pollution 
affects both physical and 
mental health. He cited the 
2024 Air Quality Life Index, 
which shows air pollution 
has reduced global life 
expectancy by 2.7 years, 
while in Bangladesh, it has 
decreased by 4.8 years.  

Speakers, including 
Swedish Embassy First 
Secretary (Environment 
and Climate Change) 
Nayoka Martinez-
Backstrom and Additional 
Secretary Tapan Kumar 
Biswas of the Ministry of 
Environment, called for 
urgent policy measures. 
These include promoting 
clean production, 

improving energy 
efficiency, investing 
in public transport, 
and enhancing waste 
management.  

Prof Adil Mohammad 
Khan, president of the 
Bangladesh Institute of 
Planners, chaired the 
event. He emphasised 
prioritising public health 
in urban development 
plans, enforcing stricter 
regulations, and reforming 
laws to address air 
pollution.  

Other speakers included 
Dr Mahbubul Islam, 
former associate professor 
of Respiratory Medicine 
at Shaheed Suhrawardy 
Medical College, and Syed 
Mahbubul Alam Tahin, 
secretary at Centre for Law 
and Policy Affairs.

5,258 child deaths yearly from respiratory infections

Average PM2.5 level 15 times higher than WHO guidelines

Dhaka, Ctg account for 48% of pollution-related deaths

Air pollution causes 900,485 preterm births, 696,389 low birth 
weight cases annually

263 million lost workdays yearly

Major pollution sources: industries, vehicles, construction, 
waste burning, seasonal dust

Meeting WHO air quality standards could save 81,282 lives annually

With no playground available, a group of children makes the most of an empty paddy field next to their homes 
to play football after the harvest. This photo was taken at Hatkhola union in Sylhet recently.
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