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that around 1,500 supershops across
the country now offer jute, paper and
cloth bags for shoppers to carry their
purchases.

The use of poly bags is particularly
rampant at local Kkitchen markets,

bags, these stores offer eco-friendly
alternatives priced between Tk 20 an
Tk 25.

Sabbir Hasan Nasir, managing
director of supershop Shwapno,
sounded hopeful about phasing out
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Since the enforcement of the ban,
the company has been supplying
more than 30,000 bags to various
supermarkets every day.

However, Islam claimed the journey
has been fraught with obstacles, like
delayed payments from superstores.

“Some retailers are trying to clear
bills many months after delivery.
This makes it difficult to sustain
production,” he said.

Moreover, the rising price of raw jute
and the unfortunate timing of the ban
— which coincided with the end of the
jute harvesting season -- have made it
nearly impossible to manufacture low
cost bags, he added.

Islam also expressed frustration over
inadequate enforcement of the ban.

“Despite the government’s directives,
mobile courts are not being conducted
regularly to ensure compliance,” he
said. “Without stricter oversight, the
effectiveness of the ban could be
seriously compromised.”

Burhan said low-cost, single-use eco-
friendly bags, ideally priced between Tk
5 and Tk 7, were necessary.

However, he admitted that such
affordable and high-quality options are
currently unavailable.

Besides, the continued use of
polythenebagsinwet marketscreatesan
uneven playing field for supermarkets.
This disparity is impacting the
profitability of businesses.

Against this backdrop, Burhan
said he is in favour of the government
implementing similar policies for both
wet markets and superstores to ensure
a level playing field for all businesses.

He also suggested providing financial
assistance to eco-friendly bag makers
to reduce production costs and make
these alternatives more affordable for
consumers.

KITCHEN MARKETS REMAIN
PLASTIC BAN BATTLEGROUND

During arecent visit to a kitchen market
in Uttara, an affluent neighbourhood

developing potential alternatives to poly
bags, he admitted that biodegradable
cloth and jute bags could serve this
purpose for now.

Regarding the extra cost (o
consumers, he said they have no choice
but to accept it as there is little scope to
provide eco-friendly bags free of cost.

‘NO ALTERNATIVE IS NO
EXCUSF’
Farhina Ahmed, secretary at the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, dismissed claims
that a lack of alternatives is the main
obstacle to phasing out polythene bags.

“Traditionally, Bangladesh  has
always had alternatives to plastic,” she
said. “It doesn’t have to be jute as cotton
and paper bags are also viable options.”

According to her, the process
must be simultaneous: consistent
monitoring and enforcement alongside
a search for alternatives.

“The government is implementing
the ban in phases,” she said. “While

struggling to produce enough eco- the jute bag itself can be a bother, SHOPPERS SLOW ON of the capital Dhaka, a widespread using plastic bags has become deeply
friendly bags to meet the daily demand  especially for carrying heavy items like SWITCHING reliance on plastic bags was found. ingrained in our daily lives, perceived
from supershops. No major investments  rice or wet foods like fish and meat. Khandaker ~ Nur-E-Burhan,  chief Grocers and vendors said customers ~ as safe, convenient, and free -- which it

have come in, nor are entrepreneurs
showing interest in pouring money
into alternative bag-making.

In wet Kkitchen markets, grocery
shops and roadside stalls, there have
been no visible changes in the use of
poly bags belore and after the ban took
effect.

Factories in the narrow alleys of
Lalbagh, Sahid Nagar and Chawkbazar
— roughly four kilometres from the
government’s executive headquartersat
the Bangladesh Secretariat - continue
to produce poly bags of various shapes,
sizes and colours, as they have for years.

Nasir said the government should
come up with subsidies to make high-
quality, durable eco-friendly bags that
are more affordable for consumers.

He also highlighted the surging
demand for jute bags, saying that
Shwapno currently requires around
100,000 bags of different sizes daily.
With the expansion of their outlets,
this demand is increasing by 30 percent
each month.

CAN ECO BAG PRODUCERS
KEEP UP?
Md Rashedul Karim Munna, president

operating officer of Agora Limited, said
a massive public awareness campaign
is necessary to educate consumers and
businesses about the environmental
benefits of reducing plastic use.

Unlike many other countries,
the trend of shopping with reusable
bags is not yet common practice in
Bangladesh, he said.

Consumers are often hesitant
to purchase reusable bags, which
usually cost between Tk 15 and Tk 25,
depending on quality and size.

“This added cost, plus the
inconvenience of carrying bags to the

rarely bring their own reusable bags,
forcing them to provide plastic bags for
carrying goods.

“There are eco-friendly bags available
in the market,” a vegetable vendor said.
“But they are expensive, and customers
are reluctant to buy those.”

The shopkeepers all agreed that
despite the government’s ban on single-
use plastic bags, there are no readily
available alternatives that can offer the
same convenience.

For instance, take the case of Asad
Rahmanwhobought fish and vegetables
from the kitchen market. He bought

is not — this shift will take time. If you
currently require 10 million plastic bags
per day, you would need significantly
fewer reusable alternatives.”

Ahmed also said the country has no
choice but to transition to alternatives,
not only because it is the law, but
because the continued use of plastic
will irrevocably damage peoples’ health
and the environment.

“If Chennai, Rwanda and Tanzania
can successfully implement a plastic
ban, then there is no reason why
Bangladesh cannot do the same,” she
added.



