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Two injured protesters try to get up after police charged truncheons, used stun grenades and water canons to disperse their 
procession. They took out the procession towards the Secretariat to protest an attack on an indigenous group on Wednesday. 
The photo was taken near Shikkha Bhaban. PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

Govt to retract 
VAT decisions  
on some items, 
services 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The National Board of Revenue is set 
to revise down the value-added tax 
(VAT) and supplementary duty (SD) on 
a number of items including mobile 
phone usage, internet services, medicine, 
clothes and restaurants as public outcry 
became deafening.

SEE PAGE 6 COL 5

SECOND EDITION

POLITICAL PARTIES

Elect leaders by 
secret ballot

2 reform commissions push for internal 
democracy, fund transparency

MOHIUDDIN ALAMGIR and DIPAN NANDY

Two reform commissions have proposed 
changing laws to ensure democracy 
within political parties and promote 
transparency and integrity in their 

financing, including election funding.
The Electoral Reform Commission 

recommended that leaders of all central 
and local committees be elected through 
secret ballot by general members.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

JULY UPRISING

Proclamation 
to take some 
more time

16 parties, organisations stress 
unity at meeting with CA; BNP 
questions need for declaration

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The July uprising 
proclamation will be 
made after intensive 
discussions with all 
stakeholders and 
consensus of all political 
parties.

This decision was 
made at a meeting 
between 16 political 
parties and organisations 
and Chief Adviser Prof 
Muhammad Yunus 
yesterday.

The BNP at the 
meeting questioned 
the necessity of the 
proclamation five and 
a half months after the 
uprising, but said if the proclamation turned into a political 
or historical document, the party would respect it.

Several leaders at the meeting proposed forming 
a committee with representatives from students and 
political parties that would prepare the proclamation. 
Further discussions can take place on finalising the 
proclamation.  

Two political parties and pro-BNP 12-party alliance 
boycotted the meeting. They cited insufficient time given 
to them for proper preparations. The 12-party alliance 
termed the meeting “a staged drama”.

After yesterday’s meeting, Law Adviser Prof Asif Nazrul 
said, “All of them [meeting participants] said that such 
a document is necessary. A consensus was reached that 
the proclamation must acknowledge the contributions of 
everyone ... ”

“We were born 
from unity 
and unity is 

our strength.”

Prof Muhammad Yunus  
Chief Adviser

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

7 hurt as cops 
foil march for 
adivasis
Govt vows to bring 
perpetrators to justice

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least seven persons were injured 
yesterday as police used water cannons, 
lobbed sound grenades and charged 
batons to disperse a protest march 
towards the home ministry against the 
attack on an indigenous group and its 
supporters the day before.

Six of the injured were students.
On Wednesday, at least 20 people 

were injured when members of Students 
for Sovereignty assaulted an indigenous 
group protesting outside the National 
Curriculum and Textbook Board (NCTB) 
office in Motijheel over the removal of 
the term “adivasi” (indigenous) from 
textbooks.

In protest, students and other protesters 
under the banner of “Aggrieved Student-
Masses”, on Wednesday night announced 
a march towards the home ministry.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

REFORM PROPOSALS  

Major parties 
taking time  
to react 
MD ABBAS

Two leftist political parties have voiced 
strong criticism of the proposed changes 
to the fundamental principles in the 
preamble to the constitution.

Some of the proposals, however, have 
been received positively by these parties. 

Meanwhile, the BNP, Jamaat-e-
SEE PAGE 7 COL 1


