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CRAFTING THE PATH AHEAD

Reform has been a catch phrase since the interim government took over following a mass uprising more than five months ago. Of the six focal reform commissions, those
on constitution, electoral system, police and anti-corruption submitted their proposals to Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus yesterday, recommending measures
to strengthen accountability and transparency in their spheres of governance.

CONSTITUTION REFORM

) Equality, human dignity, social
justice, pluralism,
democracy in
preamble

) Bicameral
parliamentary
systems with
tenures of 4 years

O Introduction of National Constitution
Council

) Reinstating caretaker govt system and
referendum for amending constitution

) 2-term limit for presidents, prime
ministers

) Minimum age 21 years for eligibility to
run for parliament

) Repeal of article 70 allowing MPs to
vote against party line

Sweeping changes
in constitution

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Expanding the fundamental rights to include food,

clothing, shelter, education, internet, and vote,
the Constitution Reform Commission proposes
replacing nationalism, socialism, and secularism
with equality, human dignity, social justice and

pluralism as fundamental principles of state policy.

The only core principle retained from the 1972

constitution is democracy.
SEE PAGE 2 COL1

ELECTORAL REFORM

) EC can postpone polls to avoid
questionable
election

) Re-election if
turnout under 40
percent

) Introduction of
online voting, recall
system

) Election commissioners can be probed
for failure to perform duties

) Allowing expats to vote via app

) Disqualifying people accused of
enforced disappearances, extrajudicial
killings from running for office

) Changing definition of law
enforcement agency to include armed
forces division

More powers,
accountability

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Electoral Reform Commission has
recommended increasing the Election
Commission’s power to postpone national
polls and introducing methods to hold election
commissioners accountable for failing to do their
constitutional duties.

The reform commission submitted its report to

the government yesterday and recommended an
SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Chiefs of four reform commissions pose for a photograph with Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus at his

Tejgaon office during the handing over of reports of the commissions yesterday.

So, what’s
a bicameral
parliament?

MOHIUDDIN ALAMGIR

Simply put, a two-house parliament
provides for better checks and
balances, through more discussions
and debates.

A bicameral parliament, one of
the novel constitutional reform
proposals, has two chambers -- an
upper house and a lower house.

A bicameral system can ensure
representation of diverse groups
more effectively

However, this system can slow Today’s

down decision-making as a bill needs
approval from both houses. Typically,
it increases public expenditure
also since two houses increase
administrative  and  operational
expenses. Also, an unelected or
indirectly elected upper house
member may not be as accountable
as the lower house members.

Currently, Bangladesh has a
unicameral parliament with 350
seats, including 50 reserved seats
for women.

Ali Riaz, the constitution reform
commission chair, told The Daily
Star yesterday that they proposed

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4
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A new chapter for
the nation begins

Says Yunus upon receiving reports
from four reform commissions; talks
with political parties mid-February

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus yesterday said a new chapter
has begun as the reform commissions have charted a course for a
Bangladesh long aspired by its people.

He made the observation while receiving reports from the reform
commissions on constitution, electoral, police, and anti-corruption
commission at the Chief Adviser’s Office in Tejgaon around 11:30am.

“Many reports are prepared, I receive them and do the formalities.
[Wednesday’s]
event goes beyond such
formalities. This is not just
a formality; it is a historic
moment,” said Prof Yunus.

“The vision of a new
Bangladesh that we aspire
to build rested on your
shoulders [members of the
commissions|.
drafted the framework for
the dream, marking the
beginning of a new chapter.

“We will discuss this with everyone, assess whether it resonates
with everyone and evaluate if we are on track to make good on the
commitments we have made. Simultaneously, you have provided us
with the foundation for our discussions, and you will lead the talks,”
he added.

“Today’s event
goes beyond
formalities.

It is a historic
moment.”
Prof Yunus

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

ACC REFORM

) Recognise ACC as a constitutional
institution

) Allow ACC to file
cases against ™~

judges, civil @
servants without

govt approval

(%) Appoint

ombudsman as per constitution

) Stop legalising black money

o Increase ACC commissioners
to 5 from 3

) Reduce commissioners’ tenure to 4
years from 5 years

f) ACC commissioner search body to have
treasury, opposition representatives

Structural, legal
overhaul stressed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) Reform
Commission yesterday proposed significant
changes to the ACC’s structure and operations,
while also recommending some constitutional
amendments to stop power abuse by the
government of the day.
The reform commission also wants elimination
of provisions for whitening black money.

POLICE REFORM

) Reassess the need for Rapid Action
Battalion

) Police’s use of force
has to be precise,
appropriate and
last resort

) Rules of
engagement for UN
peacekeepers be used for police’s use
of force

7)) Bodycams, GPS trackers for police
during raids, arrests

) All-party body in each police station to
monitor police activities

) Clear-walled rooms for interrogating
suspects

) Court order required for arresting
suspects not mentioned in FIR

Tight rein pitched
for police

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Police Reform Commission has
recommended extensive measures to rein in the
police and considering the abolishment of Rapid
Action Battalion.

In its report submitted to Chief Adviser Prof
Muhammad Yunus yesterday, the commission
stated that the police’s use of force against
civilians will have to be the last resort and will

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6 SEE PAGE 7 COL 3
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Dhaka to urge Beijing

to lower interest rates
Says Touhid ahead of 4-day China tour

UK PM grilled
in House over
Tulip issue

TIPU MURDER

2 die from ‘wrong Tt was revenge

treatment’

and extend the loan repayment
period to up to 30 years to ease the
pressure on the economy during the upcoming
visit of Foreign Adviser Touhid Hossain.

Bangladesh will also seek quota and duty-
free access to China for at least three years after
graduation from the least-developed country
bracket in 2026, he said in a media briefing
yesterday at the foreign ministry ahead of his tour
on January 20-24.

“Commerce and economy will be the main
focus of my visit. As we have problems, we will
discuss those and see how they can help. We will
also talk about project loans. We will see how we
can benefit the most.”

He said he would seek the lowering of interest
rates, the easing of loan conditions and the full
withdrawal of the commitment fee, which China
charges for keeping a line of credit available.

Officially, China is Bangladesh’s largest trade
partner. Annual trade between the two countries
is $25 billion, with Bangladesh exporting less than
S1 billion.

“We heavily import from China but that is also
very important because much of the materials we
import is used for our exports,” he said, adding
that Bangladesh will try to increase its export to
China.

During his four-day tour of China, Hossain
will hold a bilateral meeting with Chinese Foreign

Keir Starmer
yesterday
faced a Keir Starmer
grilling from Conservative
Party chief and Leader
of the Opposition Kemi
Badenoch over former UK
treasury minister Tulip
Siddiq’s resignation and
the economy as the two
leaders clashed at Prime
Minister’s Questions.

Tulip, whose ministerial
role included tackling
corruption in UK financial
markets, quit as a Treasury
minister on Tuesday after
repeated questions about
her financial links to
the ousted Bangladeshi
government run by her
aunt Sheikh Hasina.

Tulip has come under
intense scrutiny over her
use of properties in London
linked to her aunt’s allies.

Starmer said he accepted
the Hampstead and
Highgate MP’s resignation

Two patients have died due to wrong treatment at
Shaheed Syed Nazrul Islam Medical College Hospital in
Kishoreganj, their families alleged yesterday.

Admitting the incident, the hospital’s Director
(acting) Helish Ranjan Sarkar said the nurse responsible
for the incident was removed from duty.

“A committee was formed to investigate the incident.
After the investigation, I will recommend maximum
punishment for the nurse to higher authorities,” he
added.

According to the victims’ families and hospital
sources, Moniruzzaman Mallik, 32, a teacher at a
kindergarten school at Katiadi upazila, was admitted
to the hospital on January 7 for hernia treatment.

Another patient Zahirul Islam, 22, of Nikli upazila,
was admitted on January 12 due to abdominal pain.

Both patients were scheduled to undergo surgery
yesterday morning.

Before their operation, Nadira Begum, a senior staff
nurse, injected the two patients with anaesthesia while
they were still in the ward around 7:30am, they said.

A relative named Mozaffar said the anaesthesia
injection “Nor Q” was supposed to be pushed in the
operation theatre, but the nurse pushed it on the ward
seat mistakenly.

The two men died soon after they were injected, he
added.

Relatives of the deceased protested the deaths and
demanded exemplary punishment for the person
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Say police on death of ex-Khulna
councillor; 3 more arrested

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

played a role in the murder.

According to police, the three arrested
individuals were in Cox’s Bazar at the
time of the incident. The woman, Ritu,
tracked Tipu’s movements and informed
Pappu. Pappu and Golam Rasul stayed at
aresort in Cox’s Bazar. After the murder,
they hid the weapon in a room’s attic in

Sheikh Shahriar Islam Pappu, 27,
allegedly shot and killed former Khulna
City Corporation councillor and a
Swechchhasebak League leader Golam
Rabbani Tipu in Cox’s Bazar to avenge
his uncle’s murder. A woman named
Ritu, 24, was reportedly used as bait in
the planned killing.

Police disclosed these details after
arresting three individuals -- including
Pappu and Ritu -- from Moulvibazar on
Tuesday. The other arrestee is Golam
Rasul, 25.

Tipu was gunned down near Cox’s
Bazar Seagull Point on January 9.

Superintendent of Police Rahmat
Ullah at a press conference in Cox’s Bazar
yesterday said the incident stemmed from
the 2013 murder of Huji Shahidul, a leader
of the extremist group Purba Banglar
Communist Party in Khulna. Tipu was
allegedly involved in that murder.

Pappu, a nephew of Shahidul,

According to police, the three
arrested individuals were in
Cox’s Bazar at the time of the
incident. The woman, Ritu,
tracked Tipu’s movements
and informed Pappu. Pappu
and Golam Rasul stayed at a
resort in Cox’s Bazar.

the resort before fleeing. The police later
recovered the weapon. The police are
investigating the source of the weapon
and other potential connections, he said.

They are also examining why Sheikh

“with sadness” - and that he
wanted “to be clear that the

SEE PAGE 6 COL 6

Cars of 31
ousted MPs
set to be
auctioned

UNB, Cig
Chattogram Customs
House has set January 21
to auction more than 100
vehicles, including 31 high-
end cars imported by former
members of parliament
(MPs) from the ousted
Awami League government.

The cars were brought
with duty-free privileges
that the MPs enjoy.

“These  vehicles — will
be put up for auction on
January 21 due to delays in
having them released from
the port,”Md Sakib Hossain,
assistant commissioner
at Chattogram Customs
House, said yesterday.

He said over 900
imported cars are currently
being held at various
locations, including the
Chattogram Port car shed,

and will be auctioned
because of delays in
clearance.

“Legal complications had
prevented earlier auctions,
resulting in congestion at
port facilities,” he added.

responsible for the incident. When the situation
deteriorated, army and police personnel rushed and
brought the situation under control.

reportedly Kkilled Tipu to avenge his
uncle’s murder, said the SP, adding that
issues of local dominance and influence

Locals catching fish in Gowahari Beel, a water body, in Sylhet’s Bishwanath upazila on the occasion of Polo Bawa Utshab, a traditional
fishing festival held on the first day of the Bangla month of Magh. They started gathering there from morning and then went into the knee-
deep water with polos (hamboo-made fish traps).

Hasan Iftikhar Chalu, another former
Khulna councillor currently in jail,
traveled to Cox’s Bazar.

against
president

minister

cases.

PHOTO: STAR

A case was filed

Hamid, former prime

Minister Wang Yi, deliver speeches at two research
organisations in Beijing and Shanghai, and visit

SEE PAGE 6 COL 6

Hamid, Hasina sued
over attack on protesters

STAR REPORT

former
Abdul

k|

Sheikh

Hasina, and 122 others for their alleged involvement
in an attack on anti-discrimination students during
the recent mass uprising in Kishoregan,j.

Tohmul Islam Mazharul, 27, of Kishoreganj
Sadar filed the case with Kishoreganj Sadar Model
Police Station, said Abdullah Al Mamun, officer-
in-charge of the police station.

Sheikh Rehana, Sheikh Hasina’s son Sajeeb
Wazed Joy and daughter Saima Wazed Putul, Awami
League General Secretary Obaidul Quader and
several AL leaders have also been named as accused.

Since the fall of the AL government on August
5 last year, approximately 50 political cases have
been filed in the district, with 11 of these filed with
the Kishoreganj Sadar Police Station, the OC said.

Around 4,000 named and more than 10,000
unnamed persons have been made accused in the

This is the first time Hamid has been named in
such a case.

The case statement alleged that the accused, both
in the country and abroad, planned a mass killing to
suppress the uprising sparked by Hasina’s regime.

It said the accused in Kishoreganj supplied
firearms, local weapons, and funds to suppress the
protests and ordered the massacre.

The incident reportedly occurred on August
4 last year at noon when the complainant and
several others joined a student-led protest.

Sweeping changes in constitution

FROM PAGE 1

The commission also recommends
an interim government to conduct
clections, a bicameral parliament, two-
term limits for the president and prime
minister, lowering age limit of MPs to 21
from 25 and a national constitutional
council to oversee appointments of
constitutional bodies like the Election
Commission as well as the chief adviser
of the interim government.

The commission said in its
recommendations that the five core
principles reflect the ideals of the
Liberation War of 1971 as well as the
aspirations that emerged from the
mass uprising of 2024. The commission
recommended deletion of articles 8, 9,
10, and 12, which expanded on the key
principles.

Led by Prof Ali Riaz, the commission
also proposed to strike out articles
7A and 7B that barred constitutional
amendments, which now have to be
carried with two-thirds majority in both
houses followed by a referendum.

The commission recommends calling
the nation “Bangladeshis” instead of
the previous “Bengalees” and further
proposes  recognition of  mother
tongues of all Bangladeshis as common
or traditional languages. Bangla will
remain the state language as before.

The commission advocates
expanding the scope of fundamental
rights and ensuring their constitutional
protection through a comprehensive
charter merging the second and third
sections of the constitution to form a
new charter on “fundamental rights
and liberty”. Thus, the right to food,
education, healthcare or the right to
vote will become enforceable in a court
of law.

The commission recommends a
bicameral legislature with a 400-seat
lower house, or the National Assembly,
and a 105-seat upper house or the
Senate. The tenure of both houses are
set at four years. Of the 400 assembly
members elected directly, 100 will be
reserved for women.

Political parties will be required to
nominate at least 10 percent candidates
in the lower house from among the
youth. The minimum age to run in the

clections will be reduced to 21 years from
the existing 25.

There will be two deputy speakers
with one coming from the opposition.

The recommendations stipulate that
a member of parliament can only hold
the post of prime minister or the leader
of the house or the party chief at the
same time.

Modifying, the much discussed
article 70, the commission recommends
that parliamentarians be allowed to vote
against party line except finance bills.

To strengthen parliamentary
watchdogs, the commission proposes
that the standing committees be always
led by members of the opposition.

The Senate will consist of 105
members, of whom 100 will be
determined by the proportion of votes in
the national election.

Political parties will nominate up to
100 Senate candidates of whom at least
5 will have to include representatives of
marginalised communities.

The remaining 5 seats will be filled
by presidential nominees who are not
members of either house or affiliated
with any political party.

A political party must secure at least 1
percent of the total votes in the national
clection to be eligible for representation
in the Senate.

The Senate speaker will be elected
by a simple majority from among its
members.

There will be one deputy speaker
elected from the opposition.

The commission recommends a
National Constitutional Council (NCC) to
ensure transparency and accountability
in state functions and establish balance
among the branches and institutions of
the state.

This council will include
representatives from all the three
branches of the state. Council members
will be the president, the prime minister,
the leader of the opposition, the speakers
of both houses, the chief justice, one
deputy speaker of the National Assembly
from the opposition, and the Senate
deputy speaker, and one member elected
by members of both houses, who do not
belong to either the ruling party or the
main opposition.

This council will remain in office
even after dissolution of the parliament
until the chiefl adviser of the interim
government (charged to conduct
national election) takes the oath. During
the absence of the legislature, the NCC
will consist of the following members:
the president, the chief adviser, the chief
justice, and two members of the advisory
council nominated by the chief adviser.

The commission recommends the
appointment of an interim government
to conduct elections and remain in office
until the next elected government takes
oath.

The interim government’s head, the
chief adviser, will have to be appointed
either 15 days before the expiry of the
assembly or within 15 days of dissolution
of the assembly.

The reform proposals lay down
elaborate provisions for the appointment
of a chief adviser for the interim
government.

There are seven options for the
appointment that the constitutional
council will prioritise sequentially as laid
out. The first option, requiring seven
of the commission’s nine votes, is to
appoint any individual who is not in the
commission. If that is not possible, the
commission may resort to the second
option, requiring six votes out of nine,
to appoint any former chief justice
or any former judge of the Appellate
Division of the Supreme Court. If that is
not possible then, the commission may,
with unanimous agreement, appoint
the president as the chief adviser. Failing
that, the commission may then appoint
the last retired chief justice as the head
of interim government.

However, if the former top judge
who retired last, declines, then the
commission will have to approach the
one who retired immediately before and
work backwards. If none of the former
chief justices are available or if all of
them decline the appointment, then the
commission will consider the last retired
Appellate Division judge and failing that
work backwards till they find one willing
to shoulder the responsibility.

The chiel adviser will carry out
functions through an advisory council
not exceeding 15 members.

The president will be elected by a
majority vote of the electoral college,
comprising cach member of both
houses, 64 district coordination councils
and every city corporation coordination
council.

The president’s term will also be
limited to four years with a two-term
limit.

The commission also proposes the
same term limit for the prime minister
whether they are consecutive or not.

The commission has recommended
decentralising the judiciary in an
attempt to make justice more accessible.
Proposals include a unitary structure of
the Supreme Court while establishing
permanent High Court benches in all
divisional centres.

The commission emphasised
the importance of a strong local
government system and recommended
a Local Government Commission. It also
suggested coordination councils in the
districts and metropolitan centres.

The  commission  recommends
dedicating sections of the constitution
elaborating on five constitutional
commissions, namely the Human Rights
Commission, Election Commission,
Public Service Commission, Local
Government Commission, and Anti-
Corruption Commission.

The commission further recommends
that the structure, appointment, tenure,
and removal processes for all these
commissions be identical. The tenure of
each commission is set at four years.

The constitution commission
recommends deletion of  the
constitutional provision that stipulates
inclusion of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman'’s speech of March 7,
1971, his declaration of independence
and the proclamation of independence,
which are included in the 5th, 6th and
7th schedules respectively.

The recommendations empower the
president to declare a state of emergency
only upon the decision of the NCC. The
commission believes that during a state
of emergency, no citizens’ rights should
be revoked or suspended, and the right
to access the courts should not be
suspended either.

A new chapter lor the

nation begins

FROM PAGE 1

Prof Ali Riaz, chief of the
Constitution Reform Commission;
Badiul Alam Majumdar, chief of
the Electoral Reform Commission,
Iftekharuzzaman, chief of the ACC
Reform Commission; and Safar Raj
Hossain, chief of the Police Reform
Commission; and other members of
the commissions were present during
hand-over of the reports.

After assuming office in August,
the interim government formed
at least 15 reform commissions
to strengthen weak democratic
institutions, and establish a state
system grounded in public ownership,
accountability, and welfare.

The first six commissions -- for
reforming the constitution, electoral
system, police, judiciary, public
administration, and the ACC - were
formed on October 3. They were given
90 days to submit their reports.

Later, the deadline for the judiciary
and the public administration reform
commissions was extended to
January 31, and that for the remaining
four was stretched till January 15.

Prof Yunussaid, “A devastated nation
has suddenly risen again, standing
tall with renewed vigour. History has
been created from this resurgence. The
question remains whether we can fulfill
the commitments with which we have
begun our work. We have confidence
that we can.”

Commenting that the commission
reports would create a charter for a
mass uprising, he added this will be
the charter of a new Bangladesh, built
through consensus.

Electionswill take place, everything
will happen; but this charter will
remain a part of history, he observed.

“Thisisnotapartisan commitment.
I hope all parties will sign it. This is
the manifesto of Bangladesh, and

we will move forward with it. We will
implement as much of it as quickly as
possible.

“The upcoming election will be
based on this charter. A government
on consensus will be formed based
on this charter. We want continuity
and implementation of our dreams.
Without consensus, the charter will
be lost. It is crucial for us to realise
that.”

TALKS WITH PARTIES

The government may start formal
discussions with the political parties
in mid-February for a consensus
about the reform initiatives, said
Environment Adviser Syeda Rizwana
Hasan.

She was speaking at a press briefing
at the Foreign Service Academy after
reports of the four commissions were
submitted.

In view of the demands and
expectations of the people and
political parties, Rizwana said the
government will be able to declare a
roadmap over reforms in one month,
reports BSS.

Responding to a question, the
adviser said all political parties gave
their opinions and the commission
reports were prepared considering
their opinions.

She added that the chief adviser
has made it clear that the next
commission would be the “Political
Consensus Commission,” led by him.

At the press briefing, Law Adviser
Prof Asif Nazrul said, “We expect we
will be able to accomplish all these
tasks [within our tenure]. But it
depends mainly on the consensus
of the political parties -~ how much
reforms they want.”

He added that the International
Crimes Tribunal would be able to
complete at least the trial proceedings
before the next polls.
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Khaleda’s liver EleCt Ducsu
transplant .
depends on pr esident from
test reports
o oo among students
physician Proposes JCD, submits
5SS ek . ¢ reform proposals to DU
Ehf) “;edricﬂ DU CORRESPONDENT
formed  for The Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) has proposed that the
IZ< hia ; e,d 2 L president of Ducsu be an elected student representative

instead of the vice-chancellor of Dhaka University to
ensure a balance of power.

They also proposed creating two vice president posts
-- one for male students and another for female students.

Currently, the VC automatically serves as the president
of Dhaka University Central Students’ Union without an
election, and there is one vice president post.

A group of JCD leaders, led by DU unit President Ganesh
Chandra Roy Sahos and General Secretary Nahiduzzaman
Shipon, submitted the Ducsu amendment proposal to the
university authority.

This came after the university authorities sought
amendment suggestions from all active student
organisations.

JCD proposed several reforms -- including election of
the Ducsu president and hall unions’ executive committees
through direct student voting, and formation of an “Advisory
Council” comprising teachers, administrators, alumni, and
students to oversee and balance the powers of president.

Under the current constitution, the Advisory Council
is responsible for approving the budget and assisting with
some duties of the vice president.

treatment will take the
decision regarding her liver
transplant after observing
medical test reports in the
next few days, said Prof
Dr AZM Zahid Hossain,
her personal physician,
yesterday.

“Madam’s medical tests
for major complications
will  continue  today,
tomorrow and the day
after  tomorrow.  The
doctors will plan for her
next course of treatment
depending on reports,”
he said while briefing St
journalists at the London e e i
Clinic. . e

Responding o a
question about the liver

SEE PAGE 5 COL 7
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This banner lists all the children and young people killed during the July-August mass uprising last year. The banner was placed in front of

the Dhaka University library yesterday by the Anti-discrimination Student Movement, as part of their initiative to honour all of the martyrs. SEE PAGE 5 COL 7

Destiny MD,
18 others jailed

SAVAGERY AT DU

‘They took turns

10-year-old
girl raped
in Dhaka

One held ) ) ) f r 12 T
beating Tolazzal N
..................................... ” sesssessssssen s COlJRT CORRESPONDENT
A 10-year-old girl was
allegedly raped  under : : A Dhaka court yesterday
Shahbagh Metro Station in Police press charges against 21 students sentenced Desting. Groun
Dhaka last night. Managing Director
Police arrested a youth EMRUL HASAN BAPPI and as accused in the case filed by the university Rafiqul  Amin  and
named Raihan, 19, in MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN authorities against unidentified perpetrators 18 others to 12 years’
connection  with  the s : on September 19 at Shahbagh Police Station. imprisonment in a money
incident that took place Before mercilessly beating  35-year-old Six accused — Jalal Mia, 24; Ahsan Ullah laundering case.

around  8:00pm, said
Tarekul Islam, inspector
(investigation) of Ramna
Police Station.

On information, police
admitted her to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.

Mobarak, another
homeless child at the
hospital, said the girl
sells flower garlands in
the Shahbagh area. After
hearing her screams, many
gathered under the metro
station and caught the
youth.

“I'saw her lying in a pool
of blood... Later, police took
her to the hospital,” he said.

Tofazzal Hossain at Dhaka University’s Fazlul
Haque Muslim Hall, the attackers demanded
Tk 35,000 from his family as compensation
for stolen mobile phones.

When Tofazzal’s uncle, Abdur Rob Mia,
refused (o pay, the accused became enraged
and severely beat the mentally unstable man
with a cricket stump and bamboo stick on his
shoulders, back, legs, and thighs.

Tofazzal died due to severe injuries and
blood loss. These findings were detailed in the
charge sheet for the murder, which occurred
on September 18 last year.

Md Asaduzzaman, inspector (investigation)
of Shahbagh Police Station, submitted
the charge sheet on January 1 to the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate’s Court of Dhaka.

Following a three-month investigation,
21 Dhaka University students were named

Police press charges against 21 DU
students; six in jail, 15 fugitives

Attackers demanded Tk 35,000
from family, before beating him

Though DU proctorial team
delayed response was not
mentioned in charge sheet.

A second case was filed against
the hall’s former provost and 14
students, but proceedings stayed.

alias Bipul Sheikh, 24; Al Hossain Sazzad, 21;
Mottakin Sakin Sah, 21; Md Sumon Mia, 21;
and Wajibul Alam, 21 — are in jail and have
given confessional statements in court.

The remaining 15 accused -- Firoz Kabir,
23; Abdus Samad, 23; Sakib Rayhan, 21; Yeasin
Ali Gain, 21; Yamuzzaman Yam, 21; Fazle
Rabbi, 23, Shahriar Kabir Shovon, 24; Mehedi
Hasan Imran, 24; Ratul Hasan, 20; Sultan
Mia, 23; Nasir Uddin, 22; Mobasser Billah, 24;
Shishir Ahmed, 21; Mohosin Uddin, 22; and
Abdullahil Kafi, 21 -- are on the run.

The charge sheet does not mention any
political affiliation of the accused.

Confirming the development, Inspector
Asaduzzaman told The Daily Star yesterday,
“We have mentioned all findings from the
investigation in the charge sheet.”

SEE PAGE 5 COL 2

Judge Md Rabiul Alam
of the Special Judge’s Court-4 of Dhaka delivered
the verdict, a court staffer said. It also fined all the
19 accused Tk 4,515.57 crore, in total.

According to the judgement, the accused were
directed to deposit the fined money to the state
within six months. If they fail to do so, necessary
steps will be taken against them.

Among the accused, Rafiqul Amin, his wife Farah
Diba, Destiny Group Chairman Mohammad Hossain
and Destiny-2000 President Lt Gen (retd) Harun-Ar-
Rashid are now in jail custody. Fifteen other accused
have been absconding since the case was filed.

Earlier, the court recorded statements of 141
prosecution witnesses, including the complainant.

The Anti-Corruption Commission pressed
charges on May 4, 2014 against 51 individuals in
two cases, accusing them of misappropriating

SEE PAGE 5 COL 7

BANGLADESH EYE HOSPITAL TN N SRR T N f -..-A

Doctor operates On  femsme. AR oan " vl
child’s wrong eye N B/ A

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An 18 month-old child underwent a
procedure on the wrong eye at the
Bangladesh Eye Hospital in Dhaka on
Tuesday.

The procedure, intended to address an
issue in the child’s left eye, was performed
on the right eye first. Upon realising the Despite repeated attempts, she could not
error, the doctor performed a second be reached for comments.
procedure on the correct eye. Qazi  Mesbahul  Alam,

The incident has left the - chief operating officer at the
family of the child, Irtiza hospital, described it as a
Ariz Hasan, deeply upset and grave mistake. “Our doctor
demanding accountability. made an error by operating

According  to  Irtiza’s on the right eye first without
father, Md Mahmud Hasan, consulting the family. This
they brought their son to the incident is both disappointing
hospital on Tuesday afternoon and unfortunate,” he said.
due to a problem in his left He clarified that the
eye. A doctor diagnosed procedure was not a major
the issue as dust in the eye lens, which operation but the removal of dust from the
required surgical removal. The procedure eye lens. “A committee has been formed
was conducted around 8:30pm. with senior hospital officials to investigate...

“After the surgery, we were shocked to If the family files a formal complaint, we will
see that the operation had been performed  take appropriate action,” Alam added.
on his right eye. When I pointed out the The child’s family has urged the hospital
mistake, the doctor admitted it, saying, to take responsibility for the error and
‘Oh my God, sorry,” Mahmud recounted. ensure such incidents do not recur. “We

The doctor then took the child back to  want justice not just for our child, but to
the OT to perform procedure on the lefteye.  prevent other families from experiencing

Mahmud claimed the hospital refused to  this nightmare,” Mahmud said.

give discharge report admitting the mistake.

“The doctor admitted the error verbally
but did not document it. Later, the doctor
and her colleagues left the hospital
without informing us,” he said.

The procedure was conducted by
Shahedara Begum, a consultant pediatric
ophthalmologist and strabismus surgeon.

Children play a traditional game of “Phul Tokka” on a winter morning in their school. Many of them choose to come here before classes start so
that they can have some fun and games before getting to the more serious business in the classrooms. The photo was taken from the premises
of the Beel Pabla Line Government Primary School in the Dumuria upazila of Khulna recently.

PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN
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More powers, accountability
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investigation into the
irregularities by “election

commissioners and officials”
during the last three national
polls and taking action against
them.

The report  proposed
that people convicted by the
International Crimes Tribunal
be disqualified for election.

It said a special law is
necessary to bar people
accused of serious human
rights violations like enforced
disappearances, extrajudicial
killings, attacks on journalists
and human rights activists
as well as corruption from
running for parliament.

“The reform commission
has proposed an investigation
against those who have exiled
our electoral process over the
last three elections; not just the
officials, but also commission
members,” said Badiul Alam
Majumder, chief of the reform
commission, while presenting
the recommendations to Chief

Adviser Prof Muhammad
Yunus.

He mentioned the
allegation  of  ballot-box

stuffing the night before the
2018 election. “This needs to
be investigated to bring those
responsible to justice.”

In January 2019, the Jatiya
Oikya Front alleged before the
EC that between 30 and 60
percent of the votes were cast

the night before.
The same month,
Transparency International,

Bangladesh in a study found
that stamping of ballots took
place the night before election
day in more than one centre
in 33 of the 50 surveyed
constituencies.

The last general election
in January had been at the
centre of controversy as it
was not competitive and
inclusive due to a boycott by
the major opposition parties,
including the BNP. The Awami
League had to field dummy
independent candidates,
many of whom were leaders
of the party, to make the polls
appear participatory.

The 2014 election was
also one-sided, in which 153
lawmakers out of 300 were
clected unopposed as most of
the opposition, including the
BNP, boycotted the election.

The Al-led alliance won
more than two-thirds majority
in all three national elections
held wunder the Hasina
government.

A section of police officials
in December admitted that
they were under pressure
from higher authorities while
performing duties during the
last three national elections.

In a meeting with the
reform commission, they
also alleged that there were
“financial transactions”
during the polls.

Badiul said that many
complaints are filed
during elections, but they
are never resolved, and
many perpetrators escape
accountability. The reform
commission recommended
steps to ensure that these
perpetrators are held
accountable.

To reform the electoral
system, he said, the
commission proposed
ensuring the independence
of the Election Commission,
empowering it, and holding it
accountable.

The commission proposed
granting the EC the authority
to suspend or cancel elections
and call re-elections. It
recommended entrusting the
EC with the full responsibility
of appointing its secretary.

It proposed that the
executive would require prior
approval of the EC for any
actions that could influence
elections.

“If democratic processes,
part of the constitution’s basic
framework, are at risk due to
controversial elections like
that of 2014, 2018, and 2024,
the Election Commission
shall be given the authority
to suspend the election for 90
days after showing reasonable
cause. But it should be done
with the approval of the
Supreme Court’s Appellate
Division through the
president,” the report said.

The EC's legal, financial,
and administrative proposals
will be presented before a

parliamentary committee
instead of a ministry, the
report said.

“If election commissioners
fail to perform constitutional
duties or breach their oath,
they will be investigated by
the proposed parliamentary
committee, and appropriate
measures will be taken, with
recommendations sent to the
president,” the commission
said.

It recommended
appointing returning and
assistant returning officers
from the EC’s own staff on a
priority basis. If sufficient EC
personnel are not available,
appointments will be made
from  other  government
services.

The reform commission
report proposed that persons
declared fugitives by the
courts will be disqualified
from national polls.

It also said that persons
holding executive positions
in private organisations will
be required to resign from
their posts at least three years
before running for office.
Elected representatives of
local government institutions
will be barred from running
for parliament if they do
not resign from the local
government body.

The reform commission
recommended avoiding
the use of electronic voting
machines (EVMs) in elections,
and changing the definition
of law enforcement agencies
during elections to include the

armed forces division.

It recommended re-
clection in constituencies
where the turnout is less than
40 percent.

It proposed the
reintroduction of the “No

Vote” on ballots. If “No-Vote”
wins, that election will be
cancelled, and candidates
from that cancelled election
will not be allowed to contest
the re-election.

The election expense
should be fixed at Tk 10 per
voter and all election expenses
must be managed through
the banking systems or mobile
financial services, the reform
commission report said.

Election expenses should
be closely monitored by
the EC and the returns of
election expense accounts for
candidates and parties will be
audited, and penalties will be
imposed for discrepancies.

Independent  candidates
will be required to submit the
consent of 500 voters instead
of 1 percent of constituents.
A candidate can contest
the election from only one
parliamentary seat, instead of
maximum three.

The EC will be tasked
with verifying the aflidavits
submitted by candidates and
the affidavit forms will change
drastically, the report said.

“It will be mandatory
to disclose overseas assets.
Any fake declarations will
lead to the cancellation
of the nomination, or the
cancellation of the election to
that seat,” said Badiul.

Presenting these
recommendations at a press
briefing in their office inside
the premises of the Jatiya
Sangsad, Badiul said a code
of conduct law must also be
enacted for parliamentarians
to govern their conduct while
in power. MPs would be held
accountable for actions that
violate principles pertaining
to conflict of interest, he said.

“The perks and protocols
that elevate parliamentarians
to the status of a zamindar
(landlord) will be significantly
curbed,” he added.

The provision of tax-free
vehicles, residential plots and
allowances for MPs should
be reviewed and amended,
the report said. A “Member
of Parliament Conduct Act”
should be passed to make
the MPs annually declare
their assets and disclose any
conflicts of interest.

It said a system should be
introduced so that voters can
“recall” (remove) an elected
MP.

process.

Invitation to submit proposals for
Request for Proposal (RFP) issued by UNICEF Bangladesh

RFP No. LRPS-2025- 9195315: For monitoring Ground Water in Bashan Char,
Noakhali District and Cox's Bazar District.

UNICEF Bangladesh is inviting interested companies with a proven track record and
professional credibility of providing the above-required services under one contract.

- Download the electronic copy of Bid documents from UNGM
https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice/257064

Alternatively, vendors may request the bid documents via email at
‘supplybangladesh@unicef.org’ by 23 January 2025.

Deadline for submission of the proposal is 10 February 2025 at 11:00 AM (GMT +86)
Please note UNICEF does not charge any fee at any stage of the solicitation
www. unicef.org/bangladesh

INVITATION OF TENDER
703 MEDIUM WORKSHOP EME

DHAKA CANTONMENT

1 Fin vir 2024-2025 sealed quotations are invited from bonafide reputed and enlisted {Logistic area)
firms of Bangladesh Army who all are renewed (2024-2025) of local repair of vehs as bellow:

wrE W o A
¢ lodfag

GD-156

Ser T Tender no & Description of work Date of selling Opening date of |
| date tender tender
| schedule
[fm] @ 3 (&) (5)
. l Tender No-02 BA No- 038257 - Mitsubishi Montero GLX (8 | According to FPR Tenders will be
di 05 Jan 2025 | Doar Hardtop Jeep) Model V-96WLNXFR & 2008 rule 61 (4) the | opened on the 15™
038184 Nissan Patrol SGL (5 Door Hardtop schedule will be day of the schedule
| Jeep) Model TVTSRFF Y-6INRA Necessary ‘;_*“ﬂ:':']“’ :l:::“t: sule.
| i i (3] e 0
Spare Parts’ Equipment (As per schedube). publication of the
| | OEWSpApLT,
L -
1. The terms & conditions with technical specification spare available in local purchase office of 703

Medium Workshop EME, Dhaka Cantonment during office time. Two percent (2%) earnest money of the
total tendered amount have to be deposited in the form of Bank draftFay order along with the tender in
favour of OO, 703 Medium Workshop EME, Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka. Interested firm has to purchase
tender schedule from LP office of 703 Medium Workshop EME, upto 1400 hours in every working day till
last date of selling as mentioned in colums 4. On the opening date (mentioned in column 5) at 1230 howrs
tender box will be opened in presence of intending bidders or their representatives (if any).

3 Participating firms must have past have past cxperience in doing the similar nature of work and
experience certificate to be attached in tender

4. In the current financial year, if authority decides to do the same repairfrebuild work again the
supplying firm will be bound to do with same price.

s, Lowest quoted package price will be considered as the lowest bidding price of the firms.

[ Autherity reserves all the rights to accept or reject any tender without assigning any reason there of.

co

703 Medium Workshop EME
Dhaka Cantonment

So, what’s a bicameral Structural,
parliament?

FROM PAGE 1

a bicameral parliament,
increasing the number of
seats in the lower house to
400 and adding another
105 seats for a newly
constituted upper house.

Out of the 400 seats in
the lower house, 100 will

be allocated to women
who, like their male
counterparts, will be

directly elected.

Upper house members
will be determined
through a proportional
representation system.
Political parties will be
allocated seats in the
upper house based on
their proportion of votes in
general elections, said Ali

Riaz.

There will also be
provisions o ensure
representation for
minorities and various

ethnic groups, in the upper
house. The political parties
will be required to include
at least five members
from marginalised
groups among the 100
upper house members.
The commission chiefl
explained he had proposed
that the president would
nominate another five from
among the citizens who do
not belong to any political
party.

AlMasudHasanuzzaman,
a professor of government
and  politics at  the
Jahangirnagar  University,
told The Daily Star that
he endorsed a bicameral
legislative system. He said
there were 300 seats when
there were 70 million people
in Bangladesh around the
time of independence, which
has now grown to more than
180 million.

“A bicameral legislature
creates a system of checks
and balances between the
two houses,” he said.

“It is yet to be decided
whether representation
in the upper house will
be based on profession
or follow some other
approach. We have
proposed a division-based
representation,” he said.

Political analyst Tofail
Ahmed in his book
“Sangskar Sanglap:
Suchana Sutra,” said that
87 out of 192 countries
have bicameral legislation
system. In South Asia,
India, Bhutan, Pakistan
and Nepal have bicameral
legislative systems.

Tofail says that the
positive  side of  the
bicameral parliament is

that a single leader or party
cannot turn a bill into a
law in a single day without
a thorough discussion or
debate. If there are two
chambers, discussion in
both  houses becomes
essential, providing time
for deliberation and
opportunity to discuss
different aspects of a single
issue.

Usually field-level
political leaders remain in

the lower house while the
more senior and seasoned
leaders along with
professionally experienced
people are in the upper
house.

Former prime ministers,
ministers, opposition
party leaders as well as
lawyers, judges, teachers,
writers, intellectuals,
members from various
professions, can
contribute constructively
by participating in
parliamentary  activities,
Tofail writes.

Nepal’s lower
Pratinidhi Sabha (house
of representatives), have
275 directly clected
members and the upper
house Rashtriya Sabha
(national assembly) have 59
members.

In Nepal’s upper house,
56 members—8  each
from seven provinces—are
clected by an electoral
college comprising
members of the provincial
assembly, village councils
and municipal councils.
The ecight members of
each province include at
least three women, one
Dalit, and one person with
disability or a minority
group representative.

Three members,
including at least one
woman,areappointedbythe
president on government
recommendation. The
tenure of members is
usually six years, with a
third of the seats going into
election every two vears.

India’s lower house, the
Lok Sabha, comprises 545
directly elected lawmakers.
Of them two members
of  the Anglo-Indian
community are nominated
by the president.

The  upper house,
Rajya Sabha, consists of
245 members. Of them
233 are indirectly elected
by the state legislatures
and union territories
while the remaining 12
are nominated by the
president. One-third of the
membership is renewed
every 2 years.

In the United Kingdom,
the House of Commons,
which is the lower chamber,
has 650 directly elected
members.

The wupper chamber,
House of Lords, has no
restriction on the number
of members. In practice,
the upper limit has been
around 800 members.

Of them, 676 life peers
are appointed by the
crown with advice from
the prime minister; 90 are
hereditary peers; and 25 are
archbishops and bishops.

In the United States,
House of Representatives
is the lower house with 435
members directly elected
by the people. The Senate,
which is the upper house,
has 100 members elected
directly with a third of
the membership going for
election every 2 years.

house

Nuher Latif Khan passes away

STAR REPORT

Nuher Latif Khan, founder
and managing director of
Joules Power Limited (JPL),
passed away on January 14,
said a press release.

He left behind his
parents and two sisters to
mourn his death.

Nuher Latif Khan, who
was born in 1984, also
led the development of
Bangladesh’s first 20MW

AC  utility-scale  solar
power plant in Teknaf
under JPL.

All are requested to
pray for the salvation of his
departed soul.

FROM PAGE 1
Led by Iftekharuzzaman,
executive director of
Transparency International
Bangladesh, the commission
recommended the
enactment of several laws and
amendments (o some existing
ones.

In all, it presented a set
of 47 recommendations to
strengthen the ACC.

The reform commission
proposed that the ACC be
recognised as a constitutional
institution, by upgrading
its current status of a
statutory body. Also, in the
proposal is establishment of
an ombudsman, as already
mandated by the constitution,
to implement a national anti-
corruption strategy.

The commission submitted
the report to Chief Adviser
Prof Muhammad Yunus at his
office yesterday.

Three other reform
commissions on constitution,
Election Commission, and
police also submitted their
reports to the chief adviser.

“After the fall of the
kleptocratic government in
the glorious July ‘24 uprising,
Bangladesh is now at a critical
juncture of a new journey.
As part of state reform in
shaping this new journey,
there is no alternative to an
independent, impartial, and
effective Anti-Corruption
Commission,” reads the
synopsis of the ACC reform
commission’s report.

The report comes amid
allegations  of  corruption
and money laundering by
some people affiliated with
the previous Awami League
government.

Since the ouster of Sheikh
Hasina on August 5, 2024, in
a popular uprising, dozens of
corruption cases have been
filed against the four-time PM
herself, some of her family
members, cabinet colleagues
and party leaders.

The issue of ACC’s failure
to prevent corruption over
the years also came to the
fore, prompting the interim
government to form a reform

commission to come up
with recommendations to
strengthen the ACC.

“An institution like the
Anti-Corruption Commission
alone cannot control
corruption in any country,
including Bangladesh. An
appropriate state and social
environment are needed
to make a nation free of
corruption,” Iftekharuzzaman
said while handing the report
to the chief adviser.

Later at a press conference
at the TIB office in the
afternoon, he said they made

legal overhaul stressed

the 47 recommendations in
three different categories.

“For implementation,
short-term (6 months),
medium-term (18 months),
and long term (48 months)
roadmaps have been
proposed. We believe that it is
possible to implement these
recommendations within the
given timeframe,” he said.

The reform commission
recommended amending
article 20 (2) of the
constitution to ban misuse
of constitutional and legal
authority for personal
interest, asking the authorities
to add this sentence in the
constitution: “The state will
create a situation where, as
a general rule, no individual
can misuse constitutional
and legal powers for personal
interests.”

It also proposed drafting
a national anti-corruption
strategy replacing the existing
National Integrity Strategy,
specifying responsibilities and
duties of different government
and non-government
organisations in combating
corruption.

Additionally, it
recommended  formulating
a law to prevent conflicts of
interest to stop the misuse of
state and legal powers.

The commission also wants
some changes in the electoral
code to bring transparency
in political activities and
polls expenditure. It called
for making submission of

financial ~ statements by
candidates and their family
members mandatory and

engaging the National Board
of Revenue and the ACC to
check those.

On ACC formation, it
recommended increasing
the number of ACC
commissioners to five from
the existing three, with at least
one female commissioner.

The term  of  the
commissioners  has  been
proposed four years, instead
of the current five.

A seven-member
permanent search and review
committee has been proposed
o pick the commissioners
and periodically review the
ACC activities.

The search committee
will be formed with the
senior most judge of the
Appellate Division of the
Supreme  Court  (except
the chief justice) and the
senior most High Court
judge nominated by the
chief justice, Comptroller
and Auditor General of
Bangladesh, chairman
of Bangladesh Public
Service Commission, (wo
representatives nominated

by the leader of the
parliament and opposition
leader  respectively, and

civil society member having
experience in anti-graft and
government activities.

The existing law stipulates
a fivemember committee
comprised of two judges of the
Appellate Division and High
Court Division nominated by
the chief justice, CAG, PSC
chairman and the immediate
past cabinet secretary.

As for the qualification
of the commissioners, it said
apart from the candidates
from the background of law,
education,  administration,
judiciary, law enforcement
agencies, people having at
least 15 years’ experience in
financial institution, audit,
governance or anti-corruption
activities will be eligible for the
post. As per the existing law,
candidates must have 20 years
of experience.

The ACC will have to
submit a report to the seven
member search and review
committee every six months
and the committee will hold
a public hearing on the report
and give their evaluation
as a measure to monitor
their activities, the reform
COMMISSion report says.

In a shift from the
existing practice, the reform
commission proposed filing
a case first and then begin
investigation if the allegations
fall under its jurisdiction.

The commission also
recommended amending the
section 20 of the ACC act to
allow police to take over the
matter when appropriate.

It also wants repeal of
32(Ka) of the ACC act - a
provision that bars the ACC
from filing cases against
judges and public servants
without prior approval from
relevant authorities.

It said the section 32(Ka)
which was added to the
law in 2013 through an
amendment to the act is
“discriminatory” and “goes
against the independence of
ACC”. Besides, the High Court
already declared the section
unconstitutional and ordered
repealing it.

The reform commission
suggested establishing special
judges’ court in every district
where the ACC has its offices
for quick disposal of the cases.
Currently, the ACC has offices
in 36 districts.

It proposed increasing the
number of director general
from eight to 12 immediately.

To appoint ACC
secretary, the commission
recommended a competitive
and open process through
advertisement.
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following works, which is

Refno: 27.22.0600.201.44.001.25.48

e-Tender Notice

e-Tenders are invited through the Mational e-GP System Portal (www . eprocure.gov.bd) by
Executive Engineer, Sales and Distribution Division-1, WZPIDCL, Barishal for the execution of
e-GP  System  Portal
{www.eprocure.gov.bd) from 19.01.2025; time: 09.00 hrs to 09.02.2025; time: 17.00 hrs.

available at the NMational

Date; 11.01.2025

website

[SL| Tender ID Invitation Reference Name of works i
5 R S e T s Repair and Maintenance of Rest house,|
011061303 Ref: SND-1-Barishal-WR2-lot-a/734 WZPDCL at R li, Barishal. .

registerd bank.

GD-151

This ig online tender, where only e-Tenders will be accepted in the Mational e-GP System Portal
and no offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tenders, registration required in the
MNational e-GP System Portal (www eprocure gov.bd). The fees for downloading the e-Tender
documents from the National e-GP System Portal have to be deposited online through any

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and e-GP

Sales and Distribution Division-=1,

e

=0l >

(Monjul Kumar Sarnokar)
Executive Engineer

WAPDCL, Barishal.
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STATUTORY NOT

Companies Act, 1994,
Dr. Md. Mokaddes Hossain

Supreme Court of Bangladesh,
High Court Division
(Statutory Original Jurisdiction)

Company Matter No. 18/2025
Application under Section 81(2) read with Section 85(3) and 396 of the

Versus
The Registrar Joint Stock Companies & Firms, Dhaka and Others

This is to inform all concerned that the above-named petitioner has filed an
application in the Hon'ble High Court Division of the Supreme Court of
Bangladesh under Section 81(2) read with Section B5(3) and 396 of the
Companies Act, 1994, before the Company Bench, seeking & condonation of
delay for holding the AGM of "Fareast Islami Life Insurance Company
Limited". During the hearing, on 8th January 2025, Hon'ble Justice Mr. Ahmed
Sohel accepted the petition, and it was ordered that an affidavit in compliance
must be submitied of the publication of this notice on or before 10th February
2025. Anyone with any interest, concern, or objection in this matter may submit
their statements before the Hon'ble High Court either personally or through a
legal representative. A copy of the petition/application can be obtained from the
undersigned upon payment of necessary fees.

Sovan Mahmud, Barrister-at-law, Advocate, Supreme Court of Bangladesh,
Chamber: Credence LP, Noor Jahan Mahal (5th Floor), House No: 52, Road

No: 15, Block- D, Banani, Dhaka-1213, Phone no.: +8801715-864849

........ Petitioner
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Jhenaidah man
hacked to death

Family, locals say he was an
Awami League activist

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

A man was hacked to death by unidentified criminals
at the Kotchandpur upazila of Jhenaidah district early

yesterday.

Kawsar Lashkar, 52, was from Chanpara village.

He was an activist of Awami League, although he did
not hold any official party position, said family and locals.

Speaking to The Daily Star, Kawsar’s wife, Ozula
Begum, shared that Kawsar had gone into hiding after the
fall of the AL government on August 5 but had returned

home a few days ago.

She recounted that a group of 10-12 individuals,
claiming to be policemen, knocked on their door. When
they opened it, the group forcefully took Kawsar away,
and she could not identify any of them.

About an hour later, Kawsar was found lying on a road
near a rail line in the same village, brutally stabbed but

still alive. The villagers and
added.

police were alerted, Ozula

Police took him to a nearby health complex where he
later died, confirmed Kabir Hossain Matubbar, officer-in-
charge of Kotchandpur Police Station.

PHOTO: TITU DAS

A little bee meticulously extracts nectar from a marigold flower. This delicate process is just the beginning of
the remarkable journey in crafting honey. The photo was taken at Alankarkathi village in Pirojpur recently.

Man detained
with Yaba at
Dhaka airport

UNB, Dhaka

The Airport Armed Police
Battalion (APBn) detained
a man with 2,009 pieces
of yaba tablets concealed
inside his body yesterday.

The detainee was
identified as Md Shah Alam
Sheikh, 41.

Acting on a tip-off, an
APBn team conducted a
drive in the northern area
of the Balaka Building
at Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport and
detained him.

During interrogation,
he admitted that he was
carrying the yaba tablets.
Later, 2,009 pieces of yaba
were recovered from inside
the rectum of the detainee.

He was transporting the
yaba tablets on a domestic
Bangladesh Airlines flight
(BG-434) from Cox’s Bazar
to Dhaka.

A case was later filed
against him under Section
36(1), Subsection 10(b) of
the Narcotics Control Act
2018 at the Airport Police
Station.

Authorities said that
Alam Sheikh has been
involved in drug trafficking
and sales for a long time.

They took turns in beating Tofazzal

FROM PAGE 3

The charge sheet is now
pending a court hearing,
scheduled for February 2.

According o the
charge sheet, the incident
began around 2:00pm on
September 18 with a cricket
match on the Fazlul Haque
Muslim Hall field, during
which six mobile phones
were  stolen. Later that
evening, during a football
match, Tofazzal arrived at
the field around 7:45 pm.

Suspecting him of being
the thief, the students
started punching and
kicking him. They then
took him to the guest room
of the hall’s main building,
as mentioned in the charge
sheet.

TOFAZZAL ASKED FOR
FOOD

In the guest room,
Yamuzzaman and Imran
slapped and punched
Tofazzal indiscriminately.

At one point, Tofazzal,
extremely hungry, asked
for food, said court sources
citing the charge sheet.

In response, the accused
Wajibul, Suman, and
Yamuzzaman took him
to the hall canteen and
gave him rice to eat. While
Tofazzal was eating, the
other accused gathered in
the canteen to discuss their
plans.

After the meal, the
accused took the victim
back to the guest room.

There, Ratul brought
a cricket stump, while
Yamuzzaman and Sakib
brought bamboo sticks.
They then asked Tofazzal
to provide the contact
numbers of his relatives. He
gave them the numbers of
his sister-in-law and uncle.

The accused called
his uncle and demanded
money. When his uncle
refused, the torture
escalated. The beatings
continued until Tofazzal
lost consciousness, police
mentioned in the charge
sheet citing investigation
findings.

IGNORED HOUSE
TUTOR’S INTERVENTION
Upon hearing about the
incident, house tutors
Zahir Raihan, Mahbub
Alam, Shafiul Alam, and
Alamgir Hossain arrived
at the guest room and
attempted to stop the
accused. However, their
intervention was ignored,
stated the charge sheet.

When Tofazzal became
unconscious due to the
beating, the accused
brought him back to the
guest room. There, they
took turns beating him
with  cricket  stumps,

targeting his legs, thighs,
waist, and back, causing
severe bleeding and
injuries.

They tied one of the
victim’s hands to a window
with a rope, pressed his
right hand underfoot,
and beat him all over the
body with cricket stumps,
according to the charge
sheet.

They also cut his hair
with a scissor, it added.

When the university’s
proctorial team arrived,
the house tutors insisted
that Tofazzal be taken to
the hospital. However, the
accused delayed putting
him into the proctorial
team’s  vehicle, police
investigation found.

The unconscious
Tofazzal was eventually
transported to Shahbagh
Police Station by the
accused - Mostaqin,
Sazzad, Wajibul, and
Suman -- along with the
house tutors, using the
proctorial team'’s vehicle.
Police, seeing the victim’s
critical condition, advised

immediate medical
treatment.
The accused then

took Tofazzal to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital,
where the on-duty doctor
pronounced him dead after

examination.

OMISSIONS AND
ADDITIONAL CASE

Police dropped the names
of Roki, Saglain, Robotic

Sohag, Parvez, Ashraf
Munshi, Abu Raihan,
and Rabbikul ~ Riyad

from the charge sheet,
despite their involvement
being mentioned in the
confessional statements of
the six accused, according
o court sources.
Police stated
charge sheet
evidence was
prove these
involvement.
The charge sheet also
did not mention anything
about the proctorial team
or the hall house tutors.
When asked about it,
Inspector  Asaduzzaman
said multiple incidents
took place on campus

in the
that no
found to
individuals’

at the time, delaying the
proctorial team’s response
to the scene.

Separately, on
September 25 last year,
Asma Akter, a cousin of
Tofazzal, filed another case
with the court accusing
Prof Shah Md Masum,
former provost of Fazlul
Haque Muslim Hall, and 14
students.

However, the
investigation into this case
has yet to begin, as the
court ordered to stay the
proceedings under section
205 (D) of The Code of
Criminal Procedure, 1898.

It stated that the
magistrate shall stay the
proceedings of suchinquiry
or trial and call for a report
on the matter from the
police officer conducting
the investigation on the
same offence.

Khaleda’s liver

FROM PAGE 3
transplant issue, he said
everything depends on the
medical reports and her
fitness. She is under the
supervision of renowned
liver specialist Prof John
Patrick Kennedy.

He said physicians from
various fields including
nephrology,  hepatology

and liver transplantation
are examining her daily and
that specialist physicians
from  Johns  Hopkins
Hospital in the US will
come to London if needed.

“Once she gets the
discharged, she will directly
go to Tarique Rahman’s
residence, where she will
stay for some days,” he said.

Destiny MD

FROM PAGE 3
over Tk 4,200 crore from
investors.

Charges were framed
against Rafiqul Amin and
50 others on August 24,
2016. They were charged
for misappropriating funds
through  Destiny  Tree
Plantation (DTPL) project
from Destiny Multipurpose
Cooperative Society Ltd
(DMCSL), according to

ACC.
On May 12, 2022, the
same court sentenced

all 46 accused, including
Rafiqul Amin and Harun,
to different terms of
imprisonment in another
money laundering case.
Among them, Rafiqul
Amin was sentenced to 12
years of imprisonment and
Lt Gen (retd) Harun-Ar-
Rashid to four years.

Elect Ducsu president

FROM PAGE 3

JCD recommended that if
the executive committee
election is not held within
the specified timeframe,
the Advisory Council will
take over the committee’s

responsibilities and
organise the election as
soon as possible.

The  proposal also

suggests removing the strict
30-year age limit for voters
and candidates in central
and hall union elections.
Instead, it advocates for all
regular Dhaka University
students to be eligible to
vote and run as candidates.

On January 2, the DU
authorities requested 22
active student organisations
in the university to submit
constitutional amendment
proposals. The deadline
was initially set on January
8 and was later extended to
January 14.

Key suggestions from
the proposals included
bringing a balance of power
to the Ducsu constitution.

Some organisations
proposed that the vice-
chancellor, currently the
ex-officio  president of
Ducsu, should not hold
any executive powers in the
students’ union.

Instead, all decision-
making and operational
authority should rest with
the elected members of the
Ducsu executive committee.

Other suggestions
included incorporating
the Ducsu election into the
university’s calendar with a
fixed annual date, revising
the maximum age limit
for candidates (currently
30 years), and renaming
various editorial positions
within Ducsu.

PRAYER
TIMING

JANUARY 16

Fazr Zohr

Asr  Maghrib Esha
AZAN 5-30 12-45 400 5-36 7-00
JAMAAT 6-05 1-15 4-15 540 7-30

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

Government of the people’s Republic of Bangladesh

Bangladesh Police
Rapid Action Battalion Forces Headquarters
Kurmitola, Dhaka-1229
www.rab.qov.bd

Invitation For e-Tender

For financial year 2024-2025, e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP system portal (www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the

FIRGTOR LT TR
o e § Aférmel
brd/y, FIFA2H, Gl

www.bmet.eov.bd

HEF wL-8%,05.0000,008 09,839,285

SIEEEH: afEwrs wnee saaarnes T wavia Refe

Tty FeEA 8 diferse Jrae wesfa oo ()6 wfifa afimss cm (BOH Moy, ssimgs & w=eman @ o (ST
w7 SICGTAITHE AT Teee FR9atEd 0% Siow Bemia/afevieE Feh we Aemage wasia 9eaH 9 10l

wifa4s 3¢.05. 303088

procurement of :
Tender ID No Last sellin Closin eni
SL|  g&Reference No parekile v Db ETee | Dt
1063598,
1 RABHQ/CPS/2024- | Repairing & Procurement of Software Assurance | 30-Jan-2025 30-Jan-2025
" | 2025/3258116/68 | (SWA) License for IP Telephone 10:00 12:00
Date;14-01-2025
1063374,
2 RABHQ/CPS/2024- | Data Connectivity (Installation and Maintenance) | 30-Jan-2025 30-Jan-2025
" | 2025/3211117/64 | for DMR Trunking Base Stations and others Points 10:00 12:00
Date:14-01-2025
1062492,
3 RABHQ/CPS/2024- | Repairing and  Procurement of VHF | 30-Jan-2025 30-Jan-2025
Y| 2025/3258116/50 | Communication Spare Parts and Accessories 10:00 12:00
Date:12-01-2025
1060277,
4 RABHQ/CPS/2024- | Procurement &  Maintenance of Internet | 30-Jan-2025 30-Jan-2025
© | 2025/3211117/55 | Connectivity for RAB Forces 10:00 12:00
Date: 12-01-2025

This is an anline tender, where only e-tender will be accepted in the national e-GP portal and no offine/hard copies will be accepted.
To submit e-tender, registration in the national e-GP system portal (www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.

The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the national e-GP system portal have to be deposited online through
any registered bank branches.

Further information and guidelines are available in the national e-GP system portal and from e-GP helpdesk
helpdesk@eprocure.qov.bd

Tenderer having clarity requirements are requested to contact at 01777-720118 (Senior Assistant Director, Central
Procurement Section).

(KAMRUL HASSAN)
Commander, BN
Director{Admin & Finance)
RAB Forces Headquarters, Dhaka.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT/NEWS

‘LIVING ROOM SESSION 2’
Pavel aims to go

olobal from London

Musician Pavel Areen has expanded
his Living Room Session project
withamulti-season partnershipwith
Creative Event and Management
Ltd, a new production and events
company based in London.

The first season, blending local
talent with international production
values, in a unique ‘living room’
setting, garnered widespread praise
from both industry professionals
and the public.

The partnership was formalised
at a signing ceremony held at
the prestigious restaurant The
Ivy Tower Bridge, on January 11,
attended by key figures including
Pavel Areen, Md Imtiaz Ahmed Zimi,
Chairman Mohammad Rahat Amin
of Creative Event and Management
Ltd, and Shah Mohammad Farhad,

the organisation’s executive
director.
This collaboration marks a

significant step towards elevating
Bengali music onto the global stage.
Md Rahat Amin, who migrated to

JOLER GAAN

the UK in 2008 and has successfully
established multiple businesses,
expressed that this partnership
fulfills a long-held vision of
supporting the creative industry in
Bangladesh.

Pavel Areen echoed this
emphasis on the project’s ambition,
“We aim to take Bengali music to
unprecedented heights, uniting
people worldwide through the
magic of music.”

The upcoming season of Living
Room Session is tentatively
scheduled for release during Fid-
ul-Azha 2025, and pre-production
along with contract signings
are already underway. Several
prominent artistes have confirmed
their participation.

This collaboration aims
to rejuvenate Bengali music,
captivating local and global

audiences. Pavel hopes to attain
global recognition from established
international platforms with this
move.

o
Joler Gaan Live
Musical platform Dhaka Sessions’ Sheeter
Adda (Winter Conversations) is all set to
present captivating performances by the
renowned band Joler Gaan — known for their
storytelling prowess with the use of music.
The event will be held at Raaga Art Cafe,
Uttara, offering an evening of enchanting
music followed by an exquisite buffet dinner.

DATE: SATURDAY, JANUARY 25
TIME: 7:30PM-10PM
VENUE: RAAGA ART CAFE

Apex court clears Khaleda, Tarique

FROM PAGE 12

“Accordingly, the judgements of
both the High Court Division and
the trial court are, hereby, set aside.
Consequently, all the appellants
having not been found guilty of the
charges levelled against them, stand
fully acquitted”.

“The proceedings constituting
the subject matter of these
appeals are found to manifest

contrived misapplication of the
law as tantamount to malicious
prosecution,” a five-member bench
of the Appellate Division headed by
Chief Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed
observed.

The verdict, read out by the chiefl
justice, added, “This judgement
shall also extend to other convicted
persons who, however, did not prefer
any appeal. This decision shall,
resultantly restore the appellants’ and
all other convicts’ dignity, reaflirm
their innocence, and thereby, put an

end to the unwarranted proceedings
initiated against them”.

“All appellants on bail shall
necessarily stand discharged from
their respective bail bonds,” the
apex court said, ordering authorities
concerned to communicate and send
down the records immediately.

Detailed observations will be
available when the complete verdict
is released.

The top court delivered the
judgement after holding hearings
on (wo appeals filed by Khaleda
and one each by Saleemul Huq
alias Kazi Kamal and businessman
Sharafuddin Ahmed challenging the
HC verdict.

“There was no merit in the case.
Sadly, the High Court Division had
extended Khaleda Zia’s five-year
jail sentence to 10 years. ... The High
Court verdict was given on the fascist
government’s instructions,” Khaleda
and Tarique’s lawyer Zainul Abedin

told reporters after the Appellate
Division’s verdict.

“However, things are different
now. It seems that the judiciary works
independently. Those who could not
appeal, including Tarique Rahman,
have been acquitted,” he said.

Kayser Kamal, another lawyer
for Khaleda and Tarique, said his
clients and all the other accused have
been served justice by the Appellate
Division verdict.

“The verdict has proven that
Sheikh Hasina implicated Khaleda
Zia, Tarique Rahman and other
accused in the case to achieve her
political ambitions and establish
fascism. Everything was part of a
political scheme,” the lawyer added.

When contacted, the Anti-
Corruption Commission’s  lawyer
Ashif Hassan said he would convey
the SC verdict to the commission.

The commission will take
decision accordingly, he said.

its

Deaths on July 19 three times

FROM PAGE 12
and Uttara. The rest died in other
areas.

Among the deceased, 42 were
students and 99 were from varying
professions, found the report.

At the programme, two
documentaries ~ were screened
“Jatrabari: Evidence of Atrocities”
and “Riddoy: Evidence of A Murder”.

The documentaries were based on
the mobile phone videos captured by
eyewitnesses on August 5 last year
after months of detailed forensic
investigation.

The first one is a 15-minute film
that showed how police brutally
shot unarmed people in front of
Jatrabari police station from close
range between 1.56pm and 3.30pm
on August 5 last year.

The second one is about the cold-
blooded Killing of a college student
named Mohammad Riddoy by police
officials in Gazipur’s Konabari area. A
police official shot him from behind
with a very close range while a couple
of other officials held him tight.

The investigative team collected
several mobile phone footage from
locals, but the family is yet to find
the body of Riddoy, an intermediate
student of Hemnagar Degree College
in Tangail’s Gopalpur.

His sister Jesmin Akter appealed
for his mortal remains at the
programme. The family wanted to
find at least a bone of Riddoy to bury
in front of their eyes.

Riddoy, the lone earner of the
family of three, was in Konabari with

his brother-in-law that day.

“My brother joined the victory rally
at noon. But in the afternoon, police
opened fire and he hid behind a wall.
Police took my brother from there
and shot at him. My husband was
there -- he followed the body, which
was taken towards the police station.”

Later, the body was not found.

“Five months have already gone,
but we still didn’t get justice. We
received no government aid -- nobody
even enquired how our parents are,”
she added.

The prosecutor team is working
very hard and is optimistic that the
trial process will likely commence
within weeks, said Asif Nazrul,
the law adviser to the interim
government.

“Our first responsibility is to
ensure justice. But we need to
maintain the due process of the
judiciary procedure. We need (o
ensure that our justice is different
from the justice of Sheikh Hasina.
Our justice will be according to all the
international standards,” he said.

Chief  Prosecutor of  the
International ~ Crimes  Tribunal
Muhammad Tajul Islam thanked
the team who investigated the two
incidents.

“The way the investigation is done,
our team still doesn’t have that much
technical knowledge and capacity.”

The investigation of only two
incidents took five months, so the
ICT team would need more time to
complete the procedures.

“We are (rying our best Lo ensure

justice,” he added.

There is no doubt that the targeted
use of force by the police was unlawful
and constitutes gross violations of
human rights, said Yasmin Sooka,
executive director of ITJP.

If proven in a court of law, it
amounts to crimes against humanity,
she added.

It is shameful that the government
is yet to create a complete list of the
deceased and injured even after five
months of the protest, said Shahidul
Alam, a photographer and activist.

“There is no doubt about the
earnest efforts of those who are
working on it, but there are doubts
on their competence,” he said.

Sabhanaz Rashid Diya, executive
director of TGI, moderated the
event. Journalists David Bergman
and Frances Harrison of ITJP, and
Syed Gaziur Rahman, father of Syed
Muntasir Rahman, the victim of the
Jatrabari incident, also spoke.

Task force

FROM PAGE 12

laundered money, dodged taxes
and invested money abroad without
approval, according to BFIU officials.

The other businesses involved in
such crimes will also be investigated
in phases, they said.

A government-commissioned
white paper committee on the
economy estimated that $234 billion
was siphoned off from Bangladesh
between 2009 and 2023.

Indigenous group attacked

FROM PAGE 12
The indigenous group first announced
to hold their programme in from of the
NCTB office.

In response, the Students for
Sovereignty also decided to lay siege to
the office at the same time.

HOW IT HAPPENED?

According to witnesses, the indigenous
group went to the NCTB office around
noon.

Meanwhile, members of the
Students for Sovereignty, carrying
cricket stumps with national flags tied
to them, had already taken position in
front of the office. At one point, they
swooped on the indigenous group,
leaving over a dozen injured.

Rahee Nayab, one of the injured,
alleged that the attackers chanted
slogans like “Tumi ke, ami ke?
Bangalee, Bangalee” (Who are you,
who am I? Bangalee, Bangalee) and
“Naraye Takbeer, Allahu Akbar” during
the assault.

Shaily, another injured, said the
attackers particularly targeted women.

Witnesses corroborate these
accounts, saying the violence could
have been avoided had law enforcers
acted decisively.

Alik Mree, one of the organisers of
the Aggrieved Indigenous Student-
Masses, alleged, “We were leading a
peaceful march when the Students for
Sovereignty group attacked us in front
of the police.”

Yaqub Mazumder, joint convener of
Students for Sovereignty, denied the
allegations. “We were inside the NCTB
office when the incident began. When
we came out, we found our activists
injured. We immediately calmed the
situation,” he claimed.

However, Shahadat Hossain Kifat,
a journalist present at the spot, said,
“They put bandages on their bare
heads and applied viodin (ointment)
over them to make it appear as blood.”

When asked, Yaqub denied the
allegations.

Md Shahriar Ali, deputy
commissioner (Motijheel division) of
police, said law enforcers present there
intervened when one group suddenly
attacked the other.

Sub-inspector Alimul Islam of
Motijheel Police Station told The
Daily Star last night that two people
have been taken into custody
for interrogation. They are being
questioned now.

No case has been filed as of yet, he
said.

Meanwhile, Aggrieved Indigenous
Student-Masses announced to lay

siege to the state guest house Jamuna,
the residence of Chief Adviser Prof

Muhammad Yunus, (OMOITrow,
protesting the attack.

WHO ARE ‘STUDENTS FOR
SOVEREIGNTY’

The group was formed on August 28,
2024.

In their Facebook bio, it wrote, “The
popular platform for Dhaka University
students, ‘Students for Sovereignty,’ is
dedicated to upholding the sovereignty
of the nation. InshaAllah!”

On the same day, they organised a
protest rally in response to a speech
by Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus,
where he used the term “Adivasi” to
refer to the indigenous community.

The group claimed that indigenous
communities should be referred to
as “Upojati” and “Khudro Nrigoshti”
(small ethnic communities).

On September 20, they held a rally
at Dhaka University, demanding an
increase in number of army camps
in the Chattogram Hill Tracts (CHT)
and the removal of “unconstitutional
sections” from the CHT Peace Treaty,
among other demands.

During a demonstration on
September 24, last year, they called
for the removal of the “Upojati quota,”
a reservation system for indigenous
students in university entrance exams.

The group also organised protests
on various issues - demanding
removal of travel restrictions to St
Martin’s Island, justice for the killing
of a Muslim lawyer at the Chattogram
court, the capital punishment
and dismissal of a DU teacher over
alleged blasphemy, the protection
of hijab and veil rights, stop Kkillings
of Bangladeshis by BSF forces and
against the “live-together culture”.

Recently, the term “Adivasi” was
removed from the covers of textbooks
for classes 9 and 10 after the group
demonstrated in front of NCTB.

Md Ziaul Haque, a former student
of DU, is known to lead the group. At
least two leaders of Jatiya Nagorik
Committee and several others alleged
that he has family ties with a leader of
the Shariatpur unit of Awami League.

Meanwhile, names of two other

DU-based organisations -- “Parbatya
Chattogram Chhatra Sangsad” and
“Parbattya  Chattogram  Chhatra

Parishad” -- came to the fore following
yesterday’s attack.

These correspondents have
obtained screenshots showing the
“Parbatya  Chattogram  Chhatra
Sangsad” page promoting the

“Students for Sovereignty” siege of the

Ex-NBR member Matiur

FROM PAGE 12

National Board of Revenue (NBR) told
the court that he was a victim of the
Awami League government, which
harassed him with different excuses.

He claimed the gun for which
this case was filed was licensed. He
appealed to the court to grant him
bail and reject the remand prayer. The
judge rejected his bail plea and granted
the police three days to grill him in
custody.

His wife Laila was sent to jail by the
court of Dhaka Metropolitan Senior
Special Judge Md Zakir Hossain in a
graft case filed by the Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC).

The court fixed January 19 for
a hearing on a seven-day remand
prayer sought for questioning Laila.
ACC Assistant Director Md Ismail,
the investigation officer of the case,
produced Laila before the court.

The case was filed against Laila,
former chairman of Narsingdi’'s
Raipura  Upazila Parishad, on
January 12 on charges of acquiring
illegal wealth of over Tk 13 crore and
concealing information about her
assets worth over Tk 1.53 crore to the
ACC.

Four other graft cases were filed

against Matiur, Laila, their son Ahmed
Taufiqur Rahman, daughter Farzana
Rahman Ipshita, and Matiur’s second
wife Shammi Akhter Shewly.

Matiur’s other son, Mushfiqur
Rahman Ifat, gained widespread
attention last year after a viral video
showed him purchasing a goat for Tk
15 lakh, sparking public interest in the
family’s extravagant lifestyle, including
expensive cars, properties, and resorts.

Later on June 23, 2024, the ACC
began an investigation against Matiur.
A court then issued a travel ban on
Matiur and two of his family members.
The Bangladesh Financial Intelligence
Unit ordered the seizure of bank
accounts, mobile financial services
(MFS) accounts, and stock market
beneficial owners (BO) accounts in
the names of Matiur and his family
members at that time.

Matiur was also removed from
the NBR and added to the Internal
Revenue Service. He was removed from
the government-nominated director
position at state-owned Sonali Bank
as well.

On July 11 last year, the court
ordered the attachment of all moveable
and immovable properties of Matiur
and his family members.

Rights bodies, student orgs
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attack left over a dozen people injured.

The indigenous protesters had
gathered to demand the reinstatement
of the term “adivasi” in textbooks.

The Jativa Nagorik Committee
denounced the violence, describing it
as an attack on the right to peaceful
assembly.

“This incident reflects tactics
reminiscent of a banned fascist
organisation. Law enforcers must
immediately hold the perpetrators
accountable,” it stated.

Students Against Discrimination
also condemned the violence in a
Facebook post, labelling it an “assault
by extremists”.

Hasnat Abdullah, convener of
the group, said, “We demand the
immediate arrest and punishment of
those responsible, regardless of their
affiliations.”

In its statement, Manusher Jonno
Foundation (MJF) expressed outrage
over the assault.

“We support the rightful demands
of indigenous communities and
strongly urge the interim government
to arrest and prosecute those involved
in this heinous attack,” said MJF
Executive Director Shaheen Anam.

Protests denouncing the violence
were also held across the capital
including at the Central Shaheed
Minar.

Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal also condemned the attack,
terming it “deeply alarming”.

In a statement, signed by its central
committee President Rakibul Islam
Rakib and General Secretary Nasir
Uddin Nasir, JCD called for a thorough
investigation and arrest of those
involved.

The Parbatya Chattagram Pahari
Chhatra Parishad (PCP) questioned
how the attack could occur in the
presence of police.

“We believe some students from
settler communities in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts, supported by radical and
fundamentalist groups, orchestrated
this attack. We express grave concerns
over thisincident,” said Ankan Chakma
and Amal Tripura, PCP president and
general secretary, respectively.

The PCP alleged that the attack was
premeditated, noting that “Students
for Sovereignty” had issued threats on
social media before the incident. They
also claimed the attackers brought
cricket stumps and sticks wrapped
with national flags to the site and
launched their assault in the presence
of police.

The PCP claimed that radical
communal groups, including Bangalee
settlers from the CHT, were using this
issue to spread propaganda suggesting
that the hill people sought secession
and the creation of an independent
state.

“They are attempting to incite
ethnic hatred across the country,” the
leaders added.

The PCP called for immediate legal
action against the perpetrators.

NCTB office.

An hour before the attack, the group
shared a Facebook live stream showing
several individuals with cricket stumps
and national flag taking positions in
front of the NCTB office.

All these posts were deleted
following the attack.

In previous posts, PCCS claimed that
recognising the ethnic communities
in the CHT as “indigenous” would lead
to the separation of the CHT from
Bangladesh.

Notably, Md Abu Shadik, the
former president of the Chhatra
Shibir’'s DU wing, was also a former
president of “Parbatya Chattogram
Chhatra Sangsad” before revealing his
affiliation with Shibir.

Similarly, SM Farhad, the current
president of the DU Shibir wing,
previously held a leadership role
in “Parbatya Chattogram Chhatra
Sangsad”.

These associations have led many to
allege that Shibir activists are running
both the organisations.

Armanul Hoque, president of the
Chhatra Federation’s DU wing, said
after the attack, “Shibir, under the
guise of ‘Students for Sovereignty,
attacked the students today.”

In a Facebook post, Shadik denied
the allegations against Shibir.

“We demand immediate
punishment for the attackers,” he
added.

On the other hand, Shahadat Farazi
Sakib, a leader of Nagorik Commitee’s
Dhanmondi wing, is the founding
president of Parbattya Chattogram
Chhatra Parishad.

On Tuesday, he shared the NCTB
siege programme of ‘Students’ For
Sovereignty’ on his Facebook wall, and
urged his followers to join.

Many of the victims have said that
he was present at the time of the attack.

The Daily Star could not reach him
as his phone was switched off.

However, he posted on Facebook,
“At least 14 general students were
injured when Upojati miscreants
and leftists attacked us when we
were protesting inclusion of the
controversial and anti-national word
‘Adivasi’ on textbooks. Some of them
have been admitted to Pan Pacific
Hospital in critical conditions.”

Contacted, Samanta Shermeen,
spokesperson of Jatiya Nagorik
Commitee, said, “We have received
allegations against Sakib. We would
form a probe body. If allegations are
true, we will take necessary actions as
per protocol.”

Dhaka to urge

Beijing
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some Chinese industries, including
electronic vehicle and food processing
plants.

Bangladesh will also renew a
memorandum  of  understanding
on the provision of hydrological
information on the Brahmaputra/
Yalunzangbu river in flood season by
China. The MoU was signed in 2008.

Hossain, however, was elusive when
asked if Bangladesh would revisit
discussions about the Teesta river
development project.

He will also seek Chinese support
for creating a conducive environment
in Rakhine for Rohingya repatriation.

“China has a strong influence on
Myanmar. So, they can help. Given
the security situation in Myanmar,
repatriation may not start now, but we
should continue to work.”

On Bangladesh’s joining the
Chinese Global Development Initiative,
he said Dhaka looks at it positively.
“This is a continuous process.”

On the recent tension over India’s
border fencing at some points along
the border, he said Bangladesh will
resolve the issues when there are some
problems. “We cannot solve those
overnight.”

India says it was building barbed
wire fencing based on mutual
understanding.

Asked about this, Hossain said
the general understanding is that no
country will do fencing within 150
yards of the international border.

“In some cases, consciously we
have made some exceptions where
necessary. This is possible. So, when
we said the fencing was done beyond
our understanding, we are aware of the
issue and will talk about it with them.”

The US, China and India are
very important, so Bangladesh will
maintain balanced relations with all
of them for national interest, Hossain
added.

UK PM grilled

FROM PAGE 2
door remains open for you going
forward”.

Referring to the controversy
surrounding Tulip, Kemi Badenoch
questioned PM’s handling of the
issue.

“At a time when the market is in
turmoil, the prime minister has lost
focus on the issue because of the
crisis surrounding the former city
minister,” Beidnock said.

“He (prime minister) said yesterday
that he is deeply saddened by the
resignation of her close friend
(Tulip Siddiq). What does this tell us
about his decision? And the fact was
that the minister in charge of anti
corruption was being investigated for
corruption,” she said.
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Russia launches
missile barrage
at Ukraine

Energy facilities in western
regions hit; residents in Kyiv
take shelter as capital attacked

REUTERS

China, Lanka agree
more investment,
economic co-op

REUTERS, Beijing

China and Sri Lanka have agreed on more
investment and economic cooperation, after
China’s President Xi Jinping met recently elected
Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake
in Beijing yesterday.

The countries signed a total of 15 cooperation
documents, including agreements to cooperate
on economic and technological development and
aligning China’s ‘Belt and Road Initiative’ with Sri
Lanka’s 2030 digital economy blueprint.

Dissanayake’s visit to his country’s largest
bilateral lender comes after having first travelled
to regional rival India. Colombo secured a
preliminary $10 billion bilateral debt deal rework
with key lenders including China, Japan and India
last June and a $12.5 billion bondholder deal in
December.

However, it needs direct agreements with China
EXIM Bank and China Development Bank to lock
in the deal to continue demonstrating progress to
the International Monetary Fund in restructuring
its foreign debt to secure further disbursements
from a $2.9 billion IMF bailout programme.

Russia launched a new barrage of missiles and drones at
Ukraine yesterday, targeting gas infrastructure and other
energy facilities in western regions in the latest strike on
the country’s hobbled power system as it approaches mid-
winter.

President Volodymyr Zelensky said that the Russian
forces launched over 40 missiles during the morning
attack and used more than 70 drones overnight. Ukrainian
air defences shot down at least 30 missiles, he said.

“Another massive Russian attack. I's the middle
of winter, and the target for the Russians remains

s.

;

R . Security forces reporting to Syria’s transitional government launch a search operation in Dummar, a suburb of
a the Syrian capital Damascus, during their campaign to seize weapons and hunt down armed supporters of the
ousted Assad leadership yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

Wars top global
risk in 2025: WEF

REUTERS, London

S Korean President Yoon arrested

impeach him and remove him unsavoury bloodshed,” Yoon said
from duties after his short- in a statement, referring to the
lived December 3 declaration of Corruption Investigation Office for
martial law, Yoon has been holed High-ranking Officials (CIO) that is

t his hillsid sid heading the criminal probe.
up at IS HILSICE TESICENCe, e (USACINE e Criindl prone Armed conlflict is the top risk in 2025, a World

guarded by a small army ' A prosecutor : >0 ) ]
of presidential security accompanied Yoon Fconomic Forum (WEF) survey releaseq yesterday
) PR - . . showed, a reminder of the deepening global
that blocked a previous in his car from his .
arrest attempt home in the upscale fragmentation.
He acreed t'o come © th “t Nearly one in four of the more than 900 experts
i for s stioning after | érlga H(‘) ¢ ;us e;e surveyed across academia and policymaking
o (%lue\ 3% 0 Og a l'e: i (Zi 1ces, l‘lN er eh € ranked conflict, including wars and terrorism, as
mfgr? t‘ ar(lj LDOUP (:jme siipped In through a the most severe risk to economic growth for the
olhcers determined  to back entrance, avoiding year ahead. Fxtreme weather, number 1 concern

ar f?St him marched on his media. in 2024, was the second-ranked danger.
residence in the early hours of Authorities now have 48

DL
Impeached South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol was arrested
and questioned by authorities
yesterday in relation to a criminal
insurrection investigation, saying
he was only cooperating with what
he called an illegal probe to avoid
violence.

His arrest, the first ever for an
incumbent South Korean president,
is the latest head-spinning
development for one of Asia’s
most vibrant democracies even

unchanged: our energy infrastructure,” Zelensky said in a
social media post on X platform.

“Among their objectives were gas and energy facilities
that sustain normal life for our people.”

The capital Kyiv also came under attack, with hundreds
of residents taking shelter in underground metro stations
across the capital, sleeping on yoga mats and sitting on
folded chairs with their pets.

The governor of Ukraine’s western Lviv region said two
energy facilities, in the Drohobych and Stryi districts, were
damaged. In neighbouring Ivano-Frankivsk, the governor
said air defences were fending off Russian attacks on

facilities. Both said no injuries had been reported.

Ukrainians use natural gas mainly for heating homes
and cooking. The country uses gas stored over the
summer months to use in winter, when daily production

does not cover consumption.

though the country has a history
of prosecuting and imprisoning
former leaders.

Since

lawmakers

voted (o

yesterday.

“I decided to respond to the
CIO’s investigation - despite it being
an illegal investigation - to prevent

hours to question Yoon after which

him.

they must seek a warrant to detain
him for up to 20 days or release

compounding

“In a world marked by deepening divides and
cascading risks, global leaders have a choice:
to foster collaboration and resilience, or face
instability,”  WEF  Managing
Director Mirek Dusek said in a statement.
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Tight rein

FROM PAGE 1
have o be precise,
proportional,and appropriate.

UN  peacekeepers, which
allow it only for self defence.
Bangladeshi police deployed

risk of loss of life,” read the
recommendations.

The commission proposed
assessing the need for Rab by
reviewing its past activities
and allegations of human
rights violations against it.

legal harassment by the police,
extortion, arbitrary arrests,
and enforced disappearances.

To eliminate the risk of
custodial torture, the report
suggested introducing clear-
walled interrogation cells in
every police station.

people who have not been
accused in a first information
report (FIR) cannot be arrested

Additionally, it says, “The
culture of including multiple
‘unnamed persons’ in FIRs

case, legal action has to be
taken against him or her.

The report also said that
until and unless someone has
been proven guilty by court,
the police cannot parade the
person in front of the media.

for taking direct steps to
investigate  allegations  of
human rights violations by
members of law enforcement
agencies.

The reform body also
suggested the formation of a
statutory or a constitutional

Won’t tolerate delay
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date and assurances that it
would serve as the foundation

had earlier said it would
make the proclamation
based on consensus among

hold an all-party conference
over the proclamation at the
Foreign Service Academy
between 4:00pm and
7:00pm today, his press wing
said last night.

Reading out a statement,

of the student body,
demanded the government
announce a date for the

government for a lack
of visible action on the
proclamation over the last 15

own legitimacy, the July
proclamation is urgent. An
article like Section 106 of
the existing constitution,
which lacks any legal
binding, cannot be the full
basis of this government’s

Gaza ceaselire

FROM PAGE 12

of the Palestinian territory.
“I can’t believe that this

nightmare of more than

a vyear is finally coming to

an end. We have lost so

in the central Gaza Strip.
Hamas said the ceasefire
was the ‘“result of the
legendary steadfastness of our
great Palestinian people and

“No  more
procrastination
tolerated by

delay or
will  be
the student

. . The use of force will be without submitting the case for the future constitutional —proclamation immediately community. If there is a
as BRARYMasE/4T-03/2038-2¢/1FF 2ITE/0q SIfIe Sa/0d/2038 governed by the rules of before a court and obtaining and legal framework. after these discussions. delay, we will quickly build
engagement developed for itsorder for such arrests. The interim government He criticised the a mammoth movement

with students from all levels
across the country,” Arif said.
Appealing to political

farere P 8 SR S @5 TTE @3 in UN peacekeeping missions must be discarded.” If a political parties. days. parties, Arif said, “Let us set
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Cﬁ?{ﬂ? 303¢ SIf4Y 20@ 3300-9000 ?[‘ﬁf]? TS A4S Gioeelf€Z 54 B9 “This will minimise the harasses someone in such a Muhammad Yunus would must remember, for its on the issue of Bangladesh.

In the current geopolitical
reality, unity is essential
to ensure the survival
and development of the
political community. Unity
is required on the question
of issuing the July Student

S (MG (AT 3300-9000 3‘4‘?‘5 TS g4 S e RaresadE % ¢ afe It also recommended It proposed that the  Arif Sohel, member secretary  legitimacy,” he said. Uprising Proclamation.”
. introducing measures to National Human Rights
o1 I AITS @ O7 T2 T AT AT combat custodial torture, Commission be empowered

days, as mediators Qatar,
Egypt and the United States
intensified efforts to cement
an agreement.

Qatar’s Sheikh

cforeE T;) courfner l the  body called the Independent many people, weve lost our valiant resistance in the Mohammed said the three
involvement  of  police in  Police Commission, tasked P A Gaza Strip for over 15months”.  countries would monitor
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that police going out on raids

or conducting the search
without a warrant.

In addition, arrests made
between dusk and dawn
must be done in presence of a
magistrate, or a representative
of the local government body,
the report said.

Addressing concerns
about arbitrary arrests under
section 54 and custodial
remand under section 167
of the Criminal Procedure

commission  recommended

a measure that states that

enforcers.

it mandatory for the police
stations (o accept general
diaries (GD) and the police
cannot delay or refuse to
accept any FIR.

Safar Raj Hossain, chief
of the commission, at a
press briefing yesterday said,
“We have reviewed laws that
might put people in distress
if enforced, and specified
various sections of 22 laws
for amendment, revision, and

also suggested a “watchdog

committee.

displaced from Gaza City to

end to the fighting had

ratcheted up in recent

ceasefire via a body based in
Cairo.

A Statutory Body Under an Act of Parliament
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Address the issues
long plaguing JnU

Proper academic, residential
facilities vital for students’ welfare

It is heartening to see the authorities respond positively to the
demands of the protesting Jagannath University (JnU) students.
The decision to involve Bangladesh Army in constructing
the university’s second campus in Keraniganj, while not an
ideal one, meets a key demand of the students who, since
Sunday, have staged a hunger strike, held sit-ins in front of
the Secretariat Building, and enforced a campus shutdown.
The army’s expected involvement in constructing steel-based
buildings at Bani Bhaban and Habibur Rahman Hall for
temporary accommodation also meets another demand.
While these steps only partially address JnU’s long-standing
infrastructural challenges, they should provide sufficient
incentive for the students to lift their shutdown for now and
return to class.

However, the students’ call for written assurances is also
reasonable, given the chronic nature of these issues as well as
earlier instances of unfulfilled promises. For too long, JnU—
now in its 20th year, having been upgraded from college status
in 2005-has had to cope with inadequate facilities and spaces
that are, frankly, unbecoming of a public university. Over
17,000 students are currently enrolled across 38 departments
and two institutions. Despite this, there is only one residential
hall for female students and none for male students. Eleven
halls of the erstwhile Jagannath College in Old Dhaka remain
occupied to this day, despite years of protests and legal efforts.
The university also has no playground, and no common room
for male students. The absence of adequate residential facilities
means that many students must undertake gruelling commutes
daily, leaving them physically and mentally exhausted.

These are just some of the problems plaguing JnU and
its students. It is unfortunate that the decision to set up a
second, more spacious campus in 2016 has taken so long
to gain traction, which only shows how badly the ousted
Awami League government handled the infrastructural and
accommodation challenges of this institution, with corruption,
mismanagement, and inefficiency all playing a role in this
crisis. The lack of sound academic planning, necessary for the
transformation of a college-turned-university, also contributed
to this. Going forward, it is imperative that the authorities
proactively address all these issues—not just the ones raised by
students—so that this institution can fulfil its potential.

We, therefore, urge the authorities to undertake a
comprehensive review of the present state of JnU and
formulate an action plan prioritising the establishment of
necessary facilities and amenities as well as the reclamation of
old, occupied halls. For now, they must properly engage with
the protesting students to ensure that academic activities are
resumed without delay.

Bring Cumilla gang
rape perpetrators
to book

Police should use technology to
track down all the accused

We are disturbed by the news of the gang rape of two teenagers
by a group of men in Cumilla’s Nangalkot upazila. Among the
alleged perpetrators was a leader of Jubo Dal, the youth wing
of Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), according to locals.
However, BNP denied any link to the person. According to a
report by this daily, the crime occurred on January 9, with
a case being filed on January 12. As of this writing, only one
person has been arrested.

Reportedly, the perpetrators held the girls captive in a
sawmill for over four hours, subjected them to horrific physical
abuse, and filmed it to blackmail them into silence. Clearly,
these individuals felt they could get away with it, not only
committing a gruesome crime but also keeping evidence of it.
This sense of security, one can imagine, was partly nurtured by
societal tendencies to shame rape survivors, coupled with the
failure of law enforcement to make arrests and the country’s
extremely low conviction rates for sexual assault. Although the
complainants in this case named several suspects, police say
they could not arrest anyone because of the three-day delay
in filing the case, which supposedly allowed the accused to
flee. However, reporters from at least two dailies managed to
contact the sawmill owner, one of the accused, by phone.

During the previous regime, we often saw how political
connections shielded rapists from accountability. Now that the
Awami League has fallen from power, we expect all political
parties to learn from past mistakes. They must disassociate
from criminals, if they belong to their party and take punitive
action to demonstrate their commitment to upholding ethical
standards within their ranks. This is not only vital for their
credibility ahead of the upcoming elections but also for the
integrity of their organisations.

As for the police force, they have an opportunity to restore
their tarnished reputation by efficiently performing their
duties. If rapists can use technology to blackmail victims and
their families, law enforcement agencies should be equally
adept at using technology to track down criminals and secure
convictions.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

Persian Gulf War begins

On this day in 1991, the Persian Gulf War, triggered by Iraq’s
occupation of Kuwait in August 1990, began with a US-led
air offensive against Iraq that continued until a ceasefire was
declared on February 28.
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The notion of human development

encompasses dimensions that
refer directly to enhancement
of human capabilities and also

contexts conducive (o improving
such capabilities. Dimensions like
leading a long and healthy life, being
knowledgeable, enjoying a decent
standard of living, etc refer directly
to human capability enhancement,
whereas dimensions like participation,
human  security, environmental
sustainability, gender equality, etc
provide the contextual atmosphere
conducive to such enhancement.
Education is valuable for human
development for three fundamental
reasons. First, educationisintrinsically
valuable as it contributes to cognitive
development, develops knowledge
dimension, and provides people
with confidence and self-esteem so
that they can, to paraphrase Adam
Smith, interact in public without
shame. Second, it is a critical element
in direct enhancement of human
capability—through human resources
development, building up human
capital for effectively contributing to
the production process and economic
growth. Education, therefore,
provides us with the necessary skills
for productive employment, earning
a living, and enjoying better living

standards. Third, education also
influences the contextual aspect
of human development, through

providing people with the means to
participate effectively in social and
political life.

In measuring human
development—whether in terms of
human development accounting or
the composite index of the Human
Development Index (HDI)—the role
of education is clear and concrete.
Educational indicators, whether
they measure outcomes or represent
inputs, are part of human development
accounting. Thus, literacy rate, as an
outcome measure, belongs to human
development accounting; so does
public expenditure in education, as
an input measure. From a different
angle, it contains both stock
variables (e.g. out-of-school children)
and flow variables (e.g. enrolment
ratios). All these are part of human
development accounting, because
directly or indirectly, they contribute
to education and knowledge to build

up human capabilities. In the HDI,
however, education’s role is even
more sharply focused. Educational
attainment enters the HDI to reflect
the knowledge dimension of it. Two
indicators—mean years of schooling
and the expected years of schooling—
represent the educational attainment
variable. A couple of observations may
provide more insights into the issues
concerned.

A review of educational strategies
in countries that attained high human
development and where education
made a difference clearly indicates at

which are prerequisite for further
skill development and thus are the
foundation stone for human capital
formation. Furthermore, it has often
been argued that the rate of return
from primary education accrues over
a longer period of time compared to
other levels of education.

Thus, in a longer-term vision
for human resource development,
policies and resources must be geared
towards ensuring universal primary
education for all. In all countries,
irrespective of income levels, both the
private and social rates of return to
primary education have been found to
be the highest. Secondary education
has been argued, both in analytical
and empirical work, to contribute
most to form the content and nature
of any specific skill formation. If
primary education is fundamental
to cognitive development, secondary
education is basic to skill formation.
The importance of secondary
education has increased as countries

least five common elements: vision
and long-term strategic planning;
content and orientation of education;
policies; resources; and institutions.
Educational attainment cannot be
significant or sustained, nor can it
contribute to human development
enhancement, if there is an absence
in vision and a lack of strategic
planning. This is because education
has multidimensional tangible and
intangible benefits with linkages to
various aspects of human lives, and its
gestation period is quite long.

Of course, vision becomes
meaningless if there are no long-term
strategic planning to realise it. Part of
the strategic planning also involves
priority setting among various levels:
primary, secondary, and tertiary.
Primary education is a basic human
right and there should be universal
access to it, irrespective of economic
or social justifications. Primary
education also provides people
with basic literacy and numeracy,
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have embarked on export orientation
to take advantage of globalisation
and also to meet the new challenges
presented by the new network age.
And in secondary education, it is not
general education but skills in science
and technical areas that can make a
difference.

Tertiary education is crucial for
highly specialised skills, technology
development, and expansion of the
frontiers of knowledge. University
education creates highly skilled
individuals who reap the benefits
through higher salaries. Butitisalso at
the heart of creating national capacity
to innovate jobs, to adapt technology
to the country’s needs, and to manage
the risks of technological change—
benefits that touch all of society.

How countries would prioritise
among the three levels and what
the optimal trade-offs would be
would depend on the countries’ own
aspirations, levels of development,
achievements in education and needs.

The critical pointis not to follow a path
that represents an unbalanced priority
and structure and does not take into
account the linkages among the three
levels. For example, if countries put all
their efforts into primary education
and neglect the secondary level,
then after five years, pupils coming
out of the primary level will find an
inadequate  secondary education
system. Similarly, il universities are
built without strengthening the
secondary system, they will have
empty classrooms.

If education is to make a significant
contribution to human development,
the content and orientation of
education are critically important. In
today’s world, secondary and tertiary
education has to be linked to meet the
new challenges of the network age—
in terms of taking advantage of the
opportunities it provides and also to
manage its risks. In fact, the process
must start from the primary level. In
order to achieve the target of linking
education with the new challenges, it
is argued that the contents and modus
operandi of the education system at
every level must be rethought. Some of
the elements in the rethinking process
would be: computer penetration
and school enrolment; digital
literacy and digitalisation of literacy
through computerisation of schools
and school-nets; digital literacy of
teachers; and virtual universities.

In terms of content and orientation,
education reforms have been placing
new emphasis on helping people
adapt to the new skill demands that
come with shifting employment
patterns, particularly in advanced
economies. Lifelong learning or
continuous training is considered
a key to developing human skills in
the context of rapid technological
change. As countries become more
sophisticated, pressures are building
upon governments and firms (o
provide effective education and
training.

In the area of education content,
one burning issue is the quality of
education. Low quality of education
has adverse impact on several fronts.
First, it disturbs the flow of education;
low quality secondary education
leads to low completion and then
low university enrolments. Second,
it produces low quality skills. And
third, it destroys the potential for
taking advantage of the opportunities
presented by network age.

Hence, it is critical to set the right
vision that is aided by long-term
strategies, formulate  pragmatic
policies, provide resources on time,
and design the correct content
and orientation so education has
the optimal impact on human
development.

Rural women must be recognised for
their contribution

Md. Al-Mamun
is social scientist at BRAC Institute of
Governance and Development (BIGD).

MD. AL-MAMUN

discrimination in rural

Gender
areas across Bangladesh continues
to be a formidable barrier to both
social and economic development,

particularly in the agricultural
sector. Despite their critical roles
in farming, processing, and post-
harvest activities, rural women face
entrenched inequalities in wages,
opportunities, and  recognition.
As Shahnaz Begum, a farmer from
Khulna, poignantly states, “We work
just as hard as men, but the pay is
never the same. While men often earn
up to Tk 200 per day, women receive
Tk 70 for similar work.”

This wage disparity reflects a
broader trend in which rural women
are  disproportionately  affected
by social, cultural, and economic
inequalities. According to a 2023
report by the Bangladesh Bureau
of Statistics (BBS), gender pay gap
remains a significant issue in rural
areas, with women in agriculture
earning an average of 30-40 percent
less than their male counterparts for
the same work. The report further
emphasises that women in rural
Bangladesh perform up to about 60
percent of the labour in agriculture,
but remain largely invisible in
leadership and decision-making roles.

Despite their significant
contributions to the agricultural
economy, rural women are often
marginalised. They are excluded from
accesstoland, credit,and technology—
resources that are essential for
improving productivity and achieving
economic independence. According
to a 2022 Oxfam study, only 13
percent of rural women in the country
own land. This lack of access to land
and resources limits women’s ability
to invest in farming and start their
own businesses. “I've never been able
to buy land or take a loan without
my husband’s signature,” shares
Laila, a rural entrepreneur from
southwestern Bangladesh. “Without
access to resources, how can we grow
our businesses or improve our lives?”

Sexual  harassment in  rural
workplaces is another pervasive issue
that compounds these challenges. A
2021 study by ActionAid found that 45
percent of rural women in South Asia,
including Bangladesh, experience
harassment in the workplace.
However, many women remain silent
due to fear of retaliation and lack of
support. One such case is Ayesha, a
farm worker from Satkhira, who was
forced to quit her job after facing
harassment from her supervisor. “I

couldn’t keep quiet anymore, but
no one supported me,” she recalls. “I
had no choice but to leave.” This type
of harassment not only undermines
women’s well-being, but also has
long-term economic consequences,
as they are forced to withdraw from
the workforce.

The implications of such gender-
based discrimination are far-reaching,
not just for individual women but for
the economy at large. According to
McKinsey, closing gender gaps in
labour markets could add $12 trillion
to the global economy. In Bangladesh,
where agriculture employs over 40
percent of the workforce, advancing
gender equality in rural areas
could significantly boost national
productivity and reduce poverty. As
Hasina, a leader of a rural women’s
cooperative in Satkhira, says, “If we
had equal opportunities, we could
improve not only our families but
also our communities.” Women’s
economic empowerment can lead to
the development of rural economies,
better health outcomes, and improved
quality of life for all.

Addressing these inequities
requires robust policy interventions.
The government must prioritise
wage transparency and enforce
equal pay for equal work in rural
sectors. Furthermore, rural women
must have equal access to land,
credit, technology, and training
to improve their productivity and
economic independence. “We need
financial independence,” says Rina,
a small-scale farmer from Jashore.
“Only then can we break the cycle
of poverty.” Providing women with
access to microfinance and ensuring

that they can take out loans without
the need for male co-signers would
empower them to invest in their farms
or start small businesses, ultimately

improving their families’ living
standards.
Encouraging women to take

leadership roles in rural cooperatives
and agricultural enterprises s
another vital step in addressing
gender inequality. As Salma, a rural
cooperative leader, aptly puts it,
“Gender equality is the foundation of
a prosperous Bangladesh. We cannot
afford to leave women behind.” By
addressing gender discrimination
in rural workplaces, Bangladesh can
harness the power of its women to
drive sustainable economic growth,
reduce poverty, and improve the
quality of life for all its citizens.

Furthermore, addressing the
issue of sexual harassment in rural
workplaces is crucial for creating
safe and supportive environments
for women. The government must
establish and enforce clear legal
frameworks to prevent harassment,
ensure women’s safety, and encourage
reporting of such incidents without
fear of retaliation. Local authorities
and rural development programmes
must work closely with women'’s
organisations to create awareness
and provide support for victims of
harassment.

By addressing gender
discrimination, we can unlock the
potential of millions of women,
enabling them to contribute to a more
equitable, prosperous future. Gender
equality in rural Bangladesh is not
merely a goal—it is a necessity for the
nation’s development.
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Prof Anisur Rahman, a founding
father of the “Two Economies”
theory, which formed the intellectual
foundation of Bangladesh’s
Liberation War, passed away on
January 5, 2025 in Dhaka. An
economist’s economist, he was a
scholar of immense influence across
the social divide, and renowned
for his lifelong commitment to the
emancipation of the masses. Until his
last days, he stood up for his cause
and commitment to social democracy
and people’s participation in the
development of this nation.

Born in 1933 in Brahmanbaria and
laid to eternal rest in his ancestral
home in Netrakona, Prof Rahman
was the son of Hafizur Rahman,
a former civil servant and cabinet
minister in Pakistan. He received his
early education in Kolkata and passed
his matriculation from St Gregory’s
High School in 1949, where he was a
classmate of Amartya Sen, another
noted economist and Nobel laureate.
He then attended Dhaka College and
received his BA Honours and MA in
economics from Dhaka University in
1955 and 1956, respectively. He then
joined the Department of Economics
of DU in 1957 as a faculty member,
where he taught for three years before
leaving for Harvard University, where
he obtained his PhD in economics in
1962.

When he returned from Harvard,
he began a very creative sojourn. He
rejoined DU, serving as the chairman
of the economics department in
1974-75. Simultaneously, his talent
as an exponent of Rabindranath
Tagore’s artistic forms started to take
shape and he bloomed as a musician
and taught briefly at Chhayanaut.

“He excelled in every area he

Viewing the defaulted loan saga

took an interest in, athletics, music
or academic research,” said Zafar
Ahmed Caesar, formerly of the
World Bank. Zafar, a former student
of Prof Rahman, has researched the
professor’s life and career. He offered
some memorable anecdotes about
the professor. “His multifaceted
talents blossomed at an early age,
during his high school years.”

My connection with Prof Rahman
began as a first-year student in DU’s
economics department. At that time,
we were in the thick of the Six-Point
Movement, a political programme
first outlined by the Awami League
(AL) and embraced by people during
the period leading up to the 1970

Pakistan. I rummaged through all the
issues of the Forum magazine and
found a few articles by Prof Rahman,
among others. The expositions in
this platform piqued my interest
in data-based economic analysis. I
also explored his papers in Pakistan
Development Review, a peer-reviewed
journal, and thus began my lifelong
journey as an economist. As a fruit of
this labour, I was able to summarise
my findings on the economic
disparities between then Fast and
West Pakistan (now Bangladesh and
Pakistan) and the ongoing transfer of
resources from the East to the West
since 1947.

Prof Rahman devoted his energy
to research and training a cadre
of economists, civil servants, and
scholars both at Dhaka University
and at the University of Islamabad
in Pakistan, in 1967-70. Among his
noted students during his tenure
at Islamabad were Wahiduddin
Mahmud and Anisul Islam Mahmud.

His contribution to our nation’s
journey to independence began in
the early 1960s. Along with Prof

Prof Anisur Rahman’s contribution to our
nation’s journey to independence began in the
early 1960s. Along with Prof Rehman Sobhan
and Akhlaqur Rahman, he developed the ‘Two
Economies’ theory, which highlighted the
significant economic disparities between then
East and West Pakistan. They articulated this
theory and analysed the imbalances between the
two regions of Pakistan in professional journals
as well as in other print media.

general election in Pakistan. As
an aspirant economist, I became
aware of Prof Rahman’s seminal
contribution to the “Two Economies”
theory, the keystone of the Six-Point
campaign, which led to Al’s landslide
victory in November 1970.

In the spring of 1970, the
economics students of DU launched
a newsletter named Optima, and 1
took a keen interest in the prevalent
disparities between the (wo wings of

Rehman Sobhan
Rahman, he  developed the
“Iwo  Economies” theory, which
highlighted the significant economic
disparities between then Fast and
West Pakistan. They articulated this
theory and analysed the imbalances
between the two regions of Pakistan
in professional journals as well as
in other print media, particularly
Forum. Other economists who
shaped the theory were Dr A Sadeque,

and Akhlaqur

through a micro lens
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Prof Anisur Rahman (1933-2025)

Nurul Islam, and Habibur Rahman.

I was fortunate to have him as
my teacher during my final years
as an MA student in 1974-75. After
Bangladesh gained independence,
Prof Rahman became a member of
the first Planning Commission of
the newborn nation. But, frustrated
by the lack of political will of the
government (o take actionable
steps to ameliorate the condition
of workers and peasants, he soon
left the Planning Commission and
returned to teaching.

We were all excited to have him
teach us the Economic Theory
course and his chosen topic was
capital theory. We had many talented
teachers at DU, but his course was a
capstone. In capital theory, he gave
us an introduction to the Cambridge
controversies, raging then between
two camps on either side of the
Adantic. Paul Samuelson, a Nobel
laureate in economics and a faculty
member of the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT), and
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Joan Robinson of the University of
Cambridge in the UK, were leading
the charge in a well drawn-out
decade-long battle for the heart
and soul of the theory of economic
growth. The essays were long and
very mathematical. We were totally
unprepared for the complicated
theorems and proofs that were part
of the professional journal.
Fortunately for us, Prof Rahman,
true to his commitment to his
Marxist theory and his dedication
to his students, considered that we
should get a flavour of the field of
theoretical economics and see how
the profession handles disagreements
and comes (o a conclusion. He
simplified the maths and brought
every aspect of the ongoing battle to
our level of understanding. He gave
us a quick baptism by fire, and we felt
empowered to see the frontlines of a
debate between Samuelson, Solow,
Robinson, and Sraffa, the titans of the
field.
When

Prof Rahman decided

An ode to Prof Anisur Rahman

that he was going to assign the
paper “Heterogeneous capital,
the production function and the
theory of distribution,” written
by a young Italian scholar named
Piero Garegnani, I was not sure if
he was being too bold. I came from
the humanities background and
was unprepared unlike most of my
classmates—Ahsan (Mansur), Selim
(Jahan) and Zafar (Ahmed), who
came from a science background.
But Anisur Rahman was a brilliant
teacher and made it all so simple!

Years later, I registered for an
advanced technical course titled
Input-Output Analysis in my final
years of coursework at Boston
University. I felt such reliel that my
professor, Oldrich Kyn, assigned the
article by Garegnani for the course
and [ winged it, thanks to Prof Anisur
Rahman.

After he left Dhaka University
in 1977, he joined the International
Labour Office in Geneva, where
he directed a programme on the
participation of the rural poor in
development until his retirement in
1990.

Prof Rahman was a strong
advocate for self-development
and participatory action research.
He played an instrumental role in
the introduction and promotion
of participatory action research
in Bangladesh through Research
Initiatives, Bangladesh (RIB), a
research-funding agency.

As we mourn this loss, we can
hope that at this critical juncture of
our nation, a leader resembling the
vision of Prof Rahman will come
forward and rise to the occasion to
serve dukhi manush, as he called the
downtrodden people of this country,
and have the courage to tackle the
problems and issues that needed
to be addressed to make a safe
passage for Bangladesh to emerge
into a prosperous, democratic and
equitable society.

The author acknowledges the
resources made available by Zafar
Ahmed Caesar.

Bangladesh Bank.

Views expressed in this article are the author’s

own and do not reflect that of his employers’.
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Over the years, the volume of
non-performing  loans  (NPLs)
in Bangladesh has increased so
significantly that it has become
a major reason for Bangladesh’s
economic woes. According (o
the recent data of Bangladesh
Bank, NPLs rose to a record Tk
284,977 crore in September 2024,
surpassing the earlier record of
Tk 211,391 crore just three months
prior, making up around 17 percent
of the total outstanding loans.

The increasing trend of NPLs
can be attributed to several factors,
including  poor  governance,
inadequate business and industry
analysis, political influence, and
the borrowers’ inability to repay
debt due to internal economic
conditions, all of which are widely
recognised even (o a layman.
Instead, let’s look into whether the
defaulted loan culture has evolved
into an institutionalised practice
at the micro level that ultimately
translates into a higher NPL ratio at
the aggregate level.

A brief introduction to
institutional economics is
needed to delve further into
this  discussion.  Institutional
economics encompasses a broad
idea of institutions beyond what
we typically understand. Rather,
it deals with formal and informal
institutions; officially recognised

rules and written laws and
regulations formulated by the
government, organisations and

other formal entities fall under
formal institutions, and socially
constructed rules and norms,
customs and traditions, and
unwritten ethical standards are
viewed as informal institutions.
Briefly, institutional economics
explores how laws, regulations,
social norms, customs and
organisations shape and influence
economic behaviour and outcomes.

In light of this framework, a

link can be established between
informal institutions at the micro
level and the prevalence of NPLs
at the macro level, questioning
whether the practice of defaulted
loans has become ingrained
deeply enough o be considered an
institution.

In the context of Bangladesh’s
economy, if we look around,

allowing consumers (o acquire
their desired products without
paying the full amount upfront
while giving sellers confidence in
securing a sale, thereby reducing
risks for both sides. At first
glance, this may appear to be a
positive phenomenon, as trust
fosters regular transactions that
contribute to economic growth.
However, on the flip side, the lack
of evidence for these transactions,
such as receipts or written
documentation, creates a chance
for consumers to avoid repaying
the money after fully maximising
the udility from the product they
have consumed. At micro level
transactions, the story of defaulting
starts simply from here.

Although specific data on
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the retail-level demand and
supply are largely met through
informal mechanisms, with most
transactions occurring outside of
established formal institutions,
without any receipt. This serves in
the interest of both consumers and
sellers, who often benefit from the
leverage provided by asymmetric
information. As a result, the lack of
evidence of transactions heightens
the potential for both consumers
and sellers to engage in deceptive
practices.

For instance, in the absence of
formal institutions, a sense of trust
often develops between customers
and sellers in grocery stores and
road-side tea stalls. This trust

this type of mismatch in micro-
level transactions is unavailable,
the above-mentioned scenario
is one that almost anyone can
relate to through their day-to-day
experiences. Another common
example, frequently featured in the
media, is students with political ties
who fail to make timely payments
at their universities’ cafeteria and
other shops on the campuses. One
report from last year cited how a
student with political affiliation
was suspended for allegedly
attacking the cafeteria owner at a
residential hall in Dhaka University
for requesting the payment of dues

amounting to Tk 2,650.
The habit of not paying back
the promised amount after

back the promised
amount after receiving
a service has become
so deep-rooted at the
micro level that people
no longer think much
of it. It suggests that
the reluctance to make
payments has already
become a norm, to

the point where it

can be considered an
institution, according
to institutional
€conomics.

receiving a service has become
so deeprooted at the micro
level that people no longer think
much of it. It suggests that the
reluctance to make payments has
already become a norm, to the
point where it can be considered
an institution, according to
institutional economics. Just as
political influence on campus
is used to avoid paying debts,
and trust is overlooked when
it comes to settling dues at the
micro level, political influence
prevents good governance from
acting as a safeguard against the
rising amount of defaulted loans
at the macro level. Is it merely a
coincidence that the dynamics
observed at the micro level are
mirrored at the macro level?

Thisis the question policymakers
must explore to determine if
defaulting on loans has already
become an  institutionalised
practice. The similarity between
avoiding payment at the micro
and macro levels should not be
overlooked. If loan-defaulting has
indeed become institutionalised,
addressing NPLs requires a whole
new approach, confronting the
core issue. In order to do that,
mismatches in  smaller-scale
transactions should not be ignored.
Last but not the least, taking steps
to foster an ambience of goodwill
in the micro sphere could create an
institution capable of deterring the
practice of loan default and NPLs in
the macro sphere.
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ST
Name of Tender

[ Tender! a."l-.\c!-ir:g Date and Time

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Executive Engineer (RHD)
Road Division, Pirojpur.

E-mail: pirdivisionrhd@gmail.com

Memo No. 35.01.7980.462.07.001.20-143

Invitation for e-Tender (LTM)

e-Tender is invited in the national e-GP system portal for the following works:

Date: 15/01/2025

1062810, 11/e-GPLTM/FRD/PMP-Minoe2024-2025

year 2024-25

[ Muintenance of existing pavement by Repair with seal cout works at Chl+63) [{Il
01+800.Ch2HI0 o 024200.Ch2+500 o 02+800.Ch3HN 1 03+200,Ch3-500 to
03+700,Ch.A+100 v 04+600 and Ch9+700 to 10+000 of Pirojpur-Nasmur-Matibanga
Patpati-Gopalgonj (Z-T704) Road (Piragpur portion) Under Pirgjpur Road Division during the

{13-February-2025& Time |6:00

Tender Closing & Opening Date and Time

(04-February -2025 & Time 12:00

Tender 1D & Package No

Name of Tender

| 1082811, 12/e-GPILTM/PRDIPMP-Minor/2024-2025

[ Mainlenance of existing pavement by Seal coat including necessary repait works 2t Ch. 05+00
to 06+100 km & Bullah palisiding with gen begs works at Ch. (4+350 to 044400 km & Ch)
03200 1o 03+250 km of Pirojpar{Hukarhat - Sriramkathi-Swarupkathi Road (Z-T707) unden

Tender Last Selling Date and Time

Pirojpur Road Division during the year in 2024-2025
03-February -2025 & Time 16:00

Tender Closing & Opening Date and Time

|
(4. Februacy -2025 & Time 12:15 |

Tender 1D & Packige No.

1062812, 13/e-GPLTMPRIPMP-Minor2024-2025

Wame of Tender

Maintenanoe of existing Damage Shoulder by BullahPalisiding with Geotextile bags works 2
Ch (#0530 to 0+150, Ch. 14295 to 14310, Ch, 14300 1 14520, Ch. 24300 to 24320, Ch
14600 10 2+613, Ch, 2+300 o 24815 & Ch, 34300 10 3+312 km of Najirpur-Sriramiathi
Swarupkathi Road (2-7706) under Pirojpur Road Divigion during the vear in 20042028

Tender Last Selling Date and Time

Tender

Closing & Opening Date and Time

03-February -2025 & Time 16:00

(4- Febnaary -2023 & Time 12:30

[Tender D & Puckage No.

1062813, 14/e-GPLTMPRIVPMP-Minon2024-2028

| Wame of Tender

Providing, fitting , fixing and Commissioning of Solar Street Light at Chirapara Bailey Bridgs
of Kawkhali-Chirapara-Vitsharia-Bhandaria Road (Z-8713), & Ameajuni ferry ghat of
Gariampar-Banaripara-Sewrupkati-Kawkhali-Naikati Road (Z-8033) and ot Swarupathi ferry
ghat both approach of Firojpur (Hularhat) Sriramathi-Sawrupkathi Roed (Z-T707) unden
Pirojpur Road Division during the year 2024-2025

Tender Last Selling Date and Time

03-Fetruary -2025 & Time 16:00

Tender Closing & Opening Date and Time

(k- February 2005 & Time 12,45

Tender |0 & Package No,

1062814, 1 3e-GP/LTM/PRDMMP-Minor2024-2025

Wame of Tender

year 2024-2025

| Protective work at Chirpara Baily Bridge Approach af ch: 0+720 Km of Kawkhali
Chirapara- Bhitsbaria -Bhandaria- Road (Z-8713) under Pirojpur Road Division during the

Tender Lust Sell

ng Dete and Time

(13-February -2003 & Time 16:00

Temder Closing & Opening Date and Time

{4- February -2025 & Time 13:00

Tender |1} & Package No

T 1062819, 16ie-GPIL TNVPRD/PMP-Mingr2024-2025

Name of Tender

Tender Lust Selling Date and Time

during the year 20242025,

Protective work at Che &+970 1o §+995,Ch.9+215 to $+240,Ch.9+ 383 to 9+390 and Ch.S+80(
10 #+825 Km of Mhalokathi-Kawkhali Short (Z-8703) Road under Pirojpur Road Division

(13-February -2025 & Time 16:00

GD-153

ng & U|!v':'ning Date and Time

(M- February -2025 & Time 1313

This is an oline tender, where only e-tender will be aceepted in e-GP portal and o offtine Mard copy will be accepted. To submit e-tender, please
register un eGP system, (http:/‘www.eprocure.gov.bd), For more details pleass contact ¢-GP help desk, (helpdesk@eprocure pov.bd)

e’

1D No-602308

Executive Engineer (C.C.), RHD
Road Division, Pirojpur
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BT Bad 5ife srefita== Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
FRfE) erherda srefier, Weaet. b (SuaLm) Matshya Bhaban, Ramna, Dhaka.
Memo No. 46,10.0000.136,168.861-25 Date: 15/01/2025 www.fisheries.gov.bd
Re-Tender Memo no: 33.02.0000.105.27.001.23- §() Date:14.01.2025
e-Tender Notice (OTM) -
e-Tenders are invited in the National e-GP System Portal (hitp://www_ eprocure gov.bd} for the procurement of: e-Tender Notlce
SL Tender ID & Ref No. Name of works Last date and time | Tender closing & . .
No, for tender security opening date & The following Tenders have been published through e-GP system:
submission time
1. 1D No. 1060898 Under the framework contract emergency 26-January-2025 26-January-2025 SlLe Tender ID # Package Description
Ref No. repair and maintenance works of damaged 14:30 15:00
46,10.0000.136.168.720-24 roads drain cross drain manhole footpath 1 1059521 Supply of Stationaries for Department of Fisheries, Matshya Bhaban,
Date: 29/09/2024 median grill and other infrastructure under the Ramna, Dhaka.
junsdiction area of Engineering Division
Zone-08 for FY 2024-2025 Group Ka Package No: DoF/REV/2024-25/GD-05.
This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National ¢-GP Portal and no offline/hard copies will be accepted. To 02 1061238 Procure of Tire and Batteries for Vehicle at Department of Fisheries,
submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System Portal (hitp-//www eprocure gov.bd) is required, The fees for downloading the e-
Tender document from the National e-GP System Portal have to be deposited online through any remstered bank's branches. Further MB.‘S]]YB. Bhaban, Ramna, Dhaka.
information and guidelines are available in National e-GP System Portal and e-GP help desk (helpdeskieprocure, gov.bd). Pack:age No: DoF/REV,2024-25/GD-06.
%‘” 03 1061253 Procure of Electrics Materials for Department of Fisheries, Matshya
Md. Harun Or Rashid Bhaban, Ramna, Dhaka.
Executive Engineer (Addl Charge) Paclmge No: DoF/REV/2024-25/GD-07.
Zone-8
GD- 157 Dhaka North City Corporation =
1061810 Procure of Printer and Photocopier Toner for Department of
Fisheries, Matshya Bhaban, Ramna, Dhaka.
The Bailu Star Package No: DoF/REV/2024-25/GD-08.

All others information are available in www.eprocure.gov.bd.

70\ 25
(S. M. Rezaul Karim)
Deputy Director (Admin)
Phone: 02-223389355
Email: ddadmin@fisheries.gov.bd
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SONY SPORTS 2 Big Bash League vs Pretoria Capitals Live from 2:00 am
AND5 Brisbane Heat vs Live from 9:30 pm (Friday)

Australian Open Hobart Hurricanes SELECT HD1 SELECT HD2

2nd round Live from 2:30 pm Premier League Ipswich vs Brighton
Live from 6:00 am SA20 Man Utd vs Live from 1:30 am
STAR SPORTS 2 Joburg Super Kings Southampton (Friday)

Women booters
sign in for camp
ahead of March
FIFA window

SPORTS REPORTER

Out of 31 women footballers from
the national team, only 13 have so far
turned up for the residential camp
as of vyesterday, with Bangladesh
Football Federation (BFF) considering
staging FIFA friendly matches in the
March window.

The residential training camp will
be supervised by local coaches, as
the local governing body has yet to
confirm the reappointment of British
coach Peter Butler, who guided
Bangladesh to triumph in the SAFF
Women’s Championship last year.

“Of the 31 players, 13 joined the
camp so far [by 5:00 pm yesterday],
and others are expected to join by
night. However, some players took
leave for personal reasons or illness
and are expected to join by January
18,” BFF general secretary Emran
Hossain Tushar told reporters at the
BFF House yesterday.

Asked about Butler, Emran said,
“We can only confirm the coach,
whether it is Peter Butler or someone
new, once the deal is completed,
which has not been done yet with
anyone.”

Real ‘want
to react’
after Clasico
thrashing

AFP, Madrid

on Wednesday demanded
a rapid reaction from
his team after their
capitulation
against rivals
Barcelona in the
Spanish  Super

Cup final.

The Catalans
lifted the trophy
on Sunday in
Saudi Arabia with
an emphatic 5-2 victory
and Madrid’s Italian coach welcomed
Thursday’s Copa del Rey last 16 clash
against Celta Vigo as a chance to
bounce back.

“IU's a great opportunity to leave
behind the bad game we played,
which hurt us a lot, but has not sunk
us,” Ancelotti told a news conference
Wednesday. “We want to react, it’s
good this game for us against a team
that plays well, the team can have a
strong reaction after that bad game
the other day.

“It was a step backwards, but we
have to keep going forward, we're in a
good position in all competitions.”

Ancelotti said his team made “a
heap of errors” against Barcelona
but had looked for solutions in the
days since ahead of Celta’s visit to the
Santiago Bernabeu.

Amid the hubbub of the Bangladesh Premier League (BPL) players not receiving their due payments and Durbar Rajshahi cricketers
canceling their practice yesterday over the matter, Khulna Tigers’ skipper Mehedi Hasan Miraz appeared to be in a pensive mood in
their practice session in Chattogram yesterday. After a two-day break, the Chattogram phase of the BPL begins today with Khulna
playing Chittagong Kings in the evening after Dhaka Capitals take on Fortune Barishal at the Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium.
[Bottom] Meanwhile, Barishal skipper Tamim Igbal looked focused in practice, adamant to help his side bounce back to winning

ways after they lost a heated encounter against Rangpur Riders in their last game in Sylhet.

PHOTO: BPL

Payment crisis looms over
BPL’s Chattogram phase

SPORTS REPORTER

Ahead of the Chattogram phase of the
Bangladesh Premier League (BPL), news
surfaced yesterday morning that Durbar
Rajshahi players opted out of a scheduled
training session owing to unpaid wages.

It gave rise to a crisis scenario, with

Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
having to call an emergency online
meeting to mitigate the issue.

Before the tournament began,
it was reported that none of the
franchises had paid the required fifty

percent of player salaries in advance, as
per tournament bylaws.

Rajshahi players had also remarked
during press events that they were hopeful
the matter would be resolved in the
coming days. But, according to sources
close to the team, local players’ cheques
bounced recently, and the players chose

“Some payments were made,
and the time by which local
players were to receive
payments has been pushed
back by two days. Cheques
did not bounce, or maybe one
or two did. The owner is out
of the country, and he was in
Bangkok at that time, so there
was an issue as he could not
pick up the call.”

Durbar Rajshahi team management source
said under conditions of anonymity.

ecord-setting
Djokovic trumps
Federer

Novak Djokovic on
Wednesday surpassed
Roger Federer for the most
Grand Slam singles matches
played on his way into the
Australian Open third round. The
37-year-old faced stiff resistance
from fearless Portuguese qualifier
Jaime Faria before winning 6-1, 6-7
(4/7), 6-3, 6-2 on Rod Laver Arena to
set up a clash with Gzech 26th seed
Tomas Machac. It was Djokovic’s
430th Slam contest to claim sole
ownership of most singles matches
played, men or women, in the Open
era ahead of Federer (429) and Serena
Williams (423), with none playing
400 or more. “Whether | win or lose, |
will always leave my heart out on the
court. I’'m just blessed to be
making another record,”
said Djokovic, who is
&, into the third round
. %% in Melbourne for
a 17th straight
year.

not to attend yesterday’s practice session
scheduled for 10 am at M. A. Aziz Stadium.

“Some payments were made, and the
time by which local players were to receive
payments has been pushed back by two
days. Cheques did not bounce, or maybe
one or two did. The owner is out of the
country, and he was in Bangkok at that
time, so there was an issue as he could
not pick up the call,” a team management
source said under conditions of anonymity.

BPL  governing council member
secretary and BCB director Najmul
Abedeen Fahim could not be reached
when contacted by The Daily Star.

There was no guarantee money paid
by the franchises before the start of the
tournament. Guarantee money ensures
that players receive due payments from
the BCB in case the franchises cannot pay
them their dues.

Rajshahi are set to play Sylhet Strikers
on Friday, and there are concerns that
players would want to boycott the game.

“Yes, an emergency meeting was
called to discuss the overall issue of
players’ payment and how to pay the due
payments,” a BCB source informed on the
matter, adding that the majority of the
clubs have not paid the players.

It could be surmised that the payments
would have to come from the board. Asked
whether there was a real possibility, a BCB
source confirmed under conditions of
anonymity that “the majority of the clubs
haven’t paid, and it’s one hundred per cent
possible BCB will have to pay from their
own coffers.”

With payment crisis looming over,
the Chattogram phase opens today with
Dhaka Capitals facing Fortune Barishal.
Barishal coach Mizanur Rahman remains
optimistic despite the departure of key
players Shaheen Shah Afridi and Kyle
Mayers, stating the team are “in good
position”. Dhaka, languishing at the
bottom of the table, must secure strong
results in their remaining five matches to
keep playoff hopes alive.

In the second game, Chittagong
Kings will face Khulna Tigers, with both
teams eager to make an impact as the
tournament heats up.

BRTC look
to restore old
pride

SPORTS REPORTER

While state-run orgnisations have turned their
backs on the country’s sports one after another,
Bangladesh Road Transport Corporation (BRTC)
has decided to restore their old pride in football
after applying for a club licence for the upcoming
Bangladesh Championship L.eague.

BRTC Sports Club once played in the country’s
top-flight alongside giants like Mohammedan
and Abahani and produced talented players like
defender Ranjit, forward Prasenjit, midfielders
Shamsuddin, Latu and Hare Krishna and forward
Rizvi Karim Rumi in the 1980s and 1990s.

However, the club disappeared from the scene
in 2014 after being relegated from the third
division.

After a 10-year gap, the club is planning to
come back to football through the second-tier,
Bangladesh Championship League, and then plan
to graduate to the top-tier football, a level where
they last played in 2005.

Encouraged by BRTC chairman Md Tazul Islam,
the club’s president Dr. Anupam Saha is trying to
give shape to their dream to restore the club’s old
pride.

“BRTC has reached a new high after overcoming
financial issues. The financial condition of BRTC is
now solid,” Anupam told The Daily Star yesterday.

“We are going to revive BRTC for two reasons
one is to install passion among our sports-loving
employees. The second is that we want (o restore
our old pride because BRTC once played against
Mohammedan, Abahani, Brothers Union,” said
Anupam, also a director of BRTC (finance and
operations).

The BRTC director also added that they would
try to form their team within their capacity in a bid
to qualify for the Bangladesh Premier League and
will try to find potential players from among their
5000 employees.

The club’s president also informed that they
have already prepared a practice ground and
dormitory for the players in Gazipur.

However, the participation of the club in the
BCL depends on the BFF professional league
management committee, which will finalise the
number of teams from among 14 clubs that have
applied for club licencing.

Out of the 14 clubs, five clubs -- PWD, Wari Club,
NoFel. SC, Farashganj SC, Uttara FC as well as BFF
Elite Academy participated in the last edition. The
eight other clubs are: City Club, Dhaka Rangers,
Little Friends Club, Samaj Kalyan Sangstha, BRTC,
Victoria SC, Arambagh KS and Uttar Baridhara
Club. The last two clubs were once punished for
online betting.

BFF’s professional league manager Zaber Bin
Taher Ansar informed that they are working
on club licencing to declare the number of
participants as soon as possible, adding that the
BFF plans to start the league in February.

‘Outstanding’ Liverpool
deserved more: Slot

AFP, Nottingham

Arne Slot insisted Liverpool deserved to beat
Nottingham Forest after the “outstanding”
Premier League leaders needed Diogo Jota’s
equaliser to rescue a 1-1 draw against their
title rivals.

Slot’s side were rocked by Chris Wood’s
eighth-minute opener at the raucous City
Ground.

But Jota came off the bench to head in
fellow substitute Kostas Tsimikas’ corner just
20 seconds after Slot sent on the pair in the
66th minute.

Although Liverpool had struggled to
cope with Forest’s intensity and rock-solid
defending until Jota’s leveller, they laid siege
to the Forest goal in the closing stages.

It took a series of superb saves from
Forest goalkeeper Matz Sels and a goal-line
clearance from Ola Aina to ensure Nuno
Espirito Santo’s team held on.

“Their goalkeeper had to make a few
incredible saves but their defenders also made
some good blocks with quite a few chances.
They blocked almost every shot,” Slot said.

“I could not have asked for more. Second
half was outstanding. There are not many

teams that can create so many chances
against an opponent so defensively strong.
Unfortunately, we couldn’t get a second.”

It was a pulsating clash that recalled the
golden era when Liverpool and Forest won
five European Cups between them from 1977
o 1981.

They were also both English champions
during that period and, while Forest are
unlikely to ever emulate the Brian Clough
era, this tenacious display indicated a title
challenge is not beyond them.

Forest had already beaten Liverpool 1-O
at Anfield in September — the leaders’ only

defeat in 20 league games -- and Slot needed
no reminding of their qualities.

“To win games in the second half of the
season is more difficult than in the first.
Teams get used to playing you and they
improve, they can even bring in new players
or a new manager, and they fight for every
point,” Slot said.

Meanwhile, reigning champions
Manchester City’s resurgence came undone
in a late collapse in west London as Brentford
struck twice in the final 10 minutes for a 2-2
draw.

Phil Foden’s double had City on course for
a fourth consecutive win after a run of just
one victory in 13 games.

However, the English champions’
defending was not convincing all night and
they were punished as Yoane Wissa and
Christian Norgaard netted for the Bees.

Pep Guardiola will reflect on a missed
opportunity to make up ground on the top
four as City remain down in sixth, 12 points
off the top.

Meanwhile,  fourth-placed  Chelsea’s
miserable run extended to five league games
without a win after they salvaged a point in a
2-2 draw at home to Bournemouth.
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REMOVAL OF WORD ‘ADIVASTI’
Indigenous
group attacked
at NCTB; 20 hurt

Two detained; no case filed yet

MASHFIQ MIZAN and ARAFAT RAHAMAN

At least 20 persons were injured yesterday in an attack
on an indigenous group and its supporters protesting the
removal of a graffiti from textbooks featuring the word
“indigenous” (adivasi, in Bangla).

The attack was allegedly carried out by a group
identifying themselves as “Students for Sovereignty” in
front of the National Curriculum and Textbook Board
office in Motijheel.

The attack ensued when some indigenous people and
their supporters under the banner, Aggrieved Indigenous
Student-Masses, went to the NCTB office to hold a
scheduled programme.

The injured include Rupaiya Shrestha Tanchangya, 24,
a central leader of the Students Against Discrimination
platform; Isaba Suhrat, 25; Rengiyong Mro, 27; Don Jetra;
Futonto Chakma, 22; Dhanojatra, 28; Anonto Dhamay,
35; DBC journalist Jewel Marak, 35; Shaily, 27; Donoai
Mro, 24; Tanichirang, 30; Toni Chiran; Rahee Nayab and
more.

Critically injured -- Rupaiya, Don, and Jewel — were
taken to Bangladesh Specialized Hospital from Dhaka
Medical College Hospital for advanced treatment.

Rupaiya required 12 stitches on her head, while both of
Don’s arms were fractured in the attack.

Footage [rom the scene shows Rupaiya bleeding
profusely from her head and lying on the ground as
attackers surrounded her, repeatedly striking her with
cricket stumps and sticks.

Witnesses said Don sustained his injuries while trying
to shield her from the assault.

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4

ZIA ORPHANAGE TRUST CASE
Apex court clears

Khaleda, Tarique
No legal bar for ex-PM to contest polls

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yesterday acquitted BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia, her son, BNP acting chairman Tarique
Rahman, and four others of corruption charges in the Zia
Orphanage Trust case.

With the
Appellate Division
scrapping the
verdicts of the
High Court and
a trial court in
the case, there is
no legal bar now
for Khaleda to
contest the next national elections, Fahima Nasrin Munni,
a pro-BNP lawyer and former deputy attorney general,
told The Daily Star.

On February 8, 2018, the trial court sentenced Khaleda
to five years imprisonment and others, including Tarique,
to 10 years in jail in the graft case.

The HC doubled the jail sentence of Khaleda to 10
years and upheld the trial court’s verdict on the others on
October 30, 2018.

Tarique has been in London since 2008 while Khaleda
travelled there this month for treatment.

The Appellate Division’s verdict said, “All the appeals
are, hereby, allowed by this division’s unanimous
decision.”

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

GOAT SCANDAL
Ex-NBR member
Matiur placed
on remand in
arms case

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Former NBR member Mohammad
Matiur Rahman, who stirred
controversies after his son bought
a goat for Tk 15 lakh last year, was
placed on remand in an arms case

Activists of “Students for
Sovereignty” encircle 2
protesters and beat them
with sticks outside the NCTB
yesterday. The protesters
from indigenous communities
demonstrated against the
removal of an image of a graffiti
with the word “indigenous” from
a textbook. Left, attackers swoop
on protesters. Right, bleeding
profusely, a protester sits on the

ground.

Gaza ceaselire
deal agreed

AFP, Doha

Qatar’s prime minister announced
that Israel and Hamas had agreed
yesterday to a ceasefire and the release
of hostages held in Gaza, adding he
hoped the deal would pave the way for
a permanent end (o the fighting.

After mediators earlier said a deal
had been reached, the office of Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
cautioned that some issues in the
framework remained “unresolved”,
though it hoped the “details will be
finalised tonight”.

Israeli President Isaac Herzog, who
holds a largely ceremonial role, said
the deal was the “right move” to bring
back hostages on October 7, 2023.

The Palestinian group now holds
94 hostages in Gaza. Israel says at least
34 of them are already dead.

Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh
Mohammed  bin  Abdulrahman
bin Jassim al-Thani told a press
conference that the ceasefire would
take effect on Sunday.

“The two belligerents in the
Gaza Strip have reached a deal on
the prisoner and the hostage swap,
and (the mediators) announce a
ceasefire in the hopes of reaching
a permanent ceasefire between the

two sides,” he said.

The first phase of the deal would
see Hamas release 33 captives, he
added, “including civilian women and
female recruits, as well as children
(and) elderly people... in return for a
number of prisoners who are being
held in Israeli prisons”.

>> Ceasefire would take effect
on Sunday

>> Thousands across Gaza
celebrate deal

)) Biden hails agreement,
says worked with Trump

)) UN chief hopes truce will
remove aid obstacles

Demonstrators in Tel Aviv calling
for the release of the hostages
embraced as news of the agreement
spread, while thousands across
Gaza celebrated the deal to halt the
hostilities that have devastated much

SEE PAGE 7 COL 5

MASS UPRISING

Deaths on July 19
three times the

reported number
Finds study by ITJP and TGI

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A new report has unveiled the names of 148 people who
were killed on July 19 during the July-August uprising --
three times higher than initially reported.

Of them, 40 are under the age of 18 years, according
to a report by the International Truth and Justice Project
(ITJP) and the Tech Global Institute (TGI).

“The unlawful and targeted use of force by the police
directed against the protesters constitutes gross human
rights violations and if proven could amount to crimes
against humanity,” the report said.

The report was unveiled yesterday at a programme
titled “The July Revolution: Evidence of Atrocities’ held at
the Bangla Academy auditorium.

Three children aged under 10, ten children aged
between 10-15, 11 who were 16-17 and 33 who were 18-21
died that day across the country.

The highest number of deaths took place in Dhaka
city: 124. Narsingdi and Narayaganj counted seven deaths
both. Four died in Rangpur, two in Madaripur, and
Mymensingh, Bogra, Sylhet and Savar counted one death
each.

In Dhaka, 24 deaths were counted in Mirpur, while
Rampura and Banasree areas counted 23 deaths. At least
13 died in Mohammadpur, 12 in Badda, 9 each in Jatrabari

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

task force.

The family members of ousted Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina have been included in the list for investigation
along with 10 major business groups by a government

Rights bodies,
student orgs

slam attack

Advisers pledge
thorough probe
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Several organisations
yesterday strongly
condemned the attack on
indigenous students and
their supporters protesting
the removal of the term
“adivasi” (indigenous) from
textbooks.

They urged the interim
government to take tough
action, demanding the
arrest and prosecution of
those responsible for the
attack.

Law Adviser Asif Nazrul
and Adviser Mahfuj Alam
also  condemned  the
incident.

In separate Facebook
posts, they said two persons
have been detained over
the incident already. The
advisers  also  pledged
action after a thorough
investigation.

The incident occurred
in front of the National
Curriculum and Textbook
Board (NCTB) office in
Dhaka’s Motijheel, where
witnesses reported that
members of the group
“Students for Sovereignty”
assaulted the protesters,
using cricket stumps. The

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4

Won'’t tolerate
delay in July

proclamation

Say students;
Yunus sits with
parties today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Students Against
Discrimination and its
platform for citizens, the
Jatiya Nagorik Committee,
have said they will not
tolerate any more delay in
making the proclamation
of the July uprising.

At a press conference at
the organisation’s offices
in the capital last night,
they threatened to launch
a nationwide movement if
the government continued
to drag its feet on the issue.

“The issuance of the
July proclamation is not
merely an organisational
issue for the Students
Against Discrimination;
it is directly tied to the
present and future security
and existence of our entire
nation,” they said.

They called for an
immediate announcement
of  the proclamation

SEE PAGE 7 COL 5

MONEY LAUNDERING
Task force to probe
Hasina’s family, 10

business groups

Earlier on January 6, the financial institution division
of the finance ministry asked the Bangladesh Financial

yesterday.

A team of
police detectives
arrested  Matiur
and his first wife,

Intelligence Unit (BFIU) to form teams comprising
members of the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC),
the National Board of Revenue (NBR) and the Criminal
Investigation Department of Police (CID) to investigate
the country’s 10 major business groups’” alleged money

Laila Kaniz Lucky, laundering and other misdeeds.

from a residence The move comes as the interim government has
at Dhaka’s intensified its efforts to recover money allegedly laundered
Bashundhara by the corporate giants that thrived under the Awami

Residential Area early morning.

Police also recovered a shotgun, 24
rounds of bullets, and three mobile
phones from their residence.

Hours later, investigation officer
Md Rubel Mia, a sub-inspector of
Vatara Police Station, produced
Matiur before the court of Dhaka
Metropolitan  Magistrate Nazmin
Akhter with a 10-day remand prayer.

The former member of the

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4

ol

League rule.

The ten business groups are: S Alam Group, Beximco
Group, Summit Group, Bashundhara Group, Gemcon
Group, Orion Group, Nabil Group, Nassa Group, Sikder
Group and Aramit Group.

The investigation will be led by the ACC, while the BFIU
will provide secretariat service to the task force.

The BFIU last week restructured its teams and has asked
the ACC, the NBR and the CID to form separate teams to
probe the 10 groups and Hasina’s family members.

The business groups and the Sheikh clan have allegedly

People celebrate the news of a ceasefire between Israel and Hamas in Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza Strip yesterday. rroto: arp
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