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No more party symbols
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by Deputy Commissioner 
Manowar Hossain 
Molla, also featured 
speeches from Additional 
Superintendent of Police 
Mohammad Wares, 
Upazila Nirbahi Officer Md 
Kamrul Hasan Sohag, and 
members of the Election 
Commission.

The speakers criticised 
the previous government 
for politicising local 
elections, highlighting 
issues such as the allocation 
of party symbols and voter 
manipulation.

They emphasised the 
need to eliminate these 
issues and conduct fair 
elections.

A total of 103 
representatives from 
various sectors, including 
former local public 
representatives and 
political party members, 
participated in the views 
exchange programme 
organised by the Local 
Government Reform 
Commission.

Star celebrates
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journey, we have remained 
resilient, strong, and 
committed to our ethics 
and values. I believe we will 
emerge even stronger in 
the face of adversities,” said 
Simeen Rahman, also the 
chief executive officer of 
Transcom Group.

Romo Rouf Chowdhury, 
another director of 
Mediaworld Limited, said, 
“In terms of journalism 
and editorial policies, the 
newspaper is performing 
exceptionally well.”

Matiur Rahman, editor 
and publisher of the Daily 
Prothom Alo, said there 
is no doubt The Daily Star 
and Prothom Alo have been 
practising independent 
journalism over the years.

Prothom Alo and The 
Daily Star protested and 
exposed the rule of the 
fascist regime through 
their reportage, he said.

Thirty-three journalists 
and staff members of 
The Daily Star were 
honoured for outstanding 
performance.

Senior Staff Reporter 
Zyma Islam and Special 
Correspondent Partha Pratim 
Bhattacharjee won the Best 
Investigative Reporting-2024 
award for their series on the 
NRBC Bank scam. Golam 
Mortoza received the “Editor’s 
Performance Excellence 
Award”, and Md Mohiuddin 
Alamgir was named Best 
Reporter.

Mohammad Suman 
Miah won the “Most 
Impactful Journalist” 
award, while Ashik 
Abdullah Apu, Md Sajjad 
Hossain, Md Arafat 
Rahaman, and Md Sirajul 
Islam received the “Year of 
the Youth” Award.

Feda Al Hossain was 
awarded Most Promising 
Sub-Editor-2024, and 
Mashfiq Mizan won the 
Best Sub-Editor award. 

Dipankar Roy was 
named Best District 
Reporter, and Md Rajib 
Raihan earned the Best 
Photographer title.

Other winners included 
Md Mehedi Hasan (Best 
Business Reporter), 
Dowel Biswas (Best in 
Arts and Entertainment), 
SM Shafiqullah (Best in 
Star Bangla), Md Habibur 
Rahman (Most Talked 
About Photo), Abul Fatah 
Md Niaz Makhdum (Best in 
Graphics and Visualisation), 
Naimur Rahman (Best in 
Multimedia), Tamanna 
Khan (Best in Editorial & 
Op-Ed), and Khalid Hossain 
(Best in Star Sports).

Staff members from 
other departments were 
also recognised. They are: 
K Tanzeel Zaman (Feature 
Sub-Editor), Md Zahidur 
Rabbi (Feature Reporter), 
Ahsan Mahmud (Print 
Business), Walid Bin Alam 
(Digital Business), Sadman 
Muntasir (Marketing), 
Jubaer Ibn Latif (Business 
Development Special 
Project), Saudia Afrin 
(Commercial Supplements), 
Imam Hossain Chowdhury 
(IT), Taufik Ahmmed 
(Accounts), Md Toufiqul 
Islam (Digital Operations), 
Md Arifur Rahman 
(Production), and Md 
Niamote Ullah (HR & 
Admin).

The organising team of 
the exhibition “36 Days of 
July” received the “Team of 
the Year” award.

The programme was 
hosted by Senior Sub-
Editor Naziba Basher.

SC verdict on Khaleda
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Huq alias Kazi Kamal and 
businessman Sharfuddin 
Ahmed challenging 
the HC judgement that 
upheld their 10 years’ 
imprisonment handed 
down by the trial court in 
the same case.

The SC held hearings on 

the two appeals of Khaleda 
Zia and on one appeal of 
Sharfuddin for three days 
and on the appeal of Kazi 
Kamal yesterday.

During hearings, the 
lawyers for the convicted 
accused, Anti-Corruption 
Commission and even the 
state counsels told the SC 

that there is specific charge 
in the case, no money of the 
Zia Orphanage Trust was 
misappropriated and no 
corruption was committed.

On November 11 last 
year, the Appellate Division 
stayed the HC judgement in 
the case and also allowed 
Khaleda to file two appeals 

with it challenging the HC 
verdict.

The 79-year-old former 
prime minister then filed 
the appeals, praying to the 
apex court to scrap the HC 
judgment and to acquit 
her from the case filed 
by the Anti-Corruption 
Commission.

Khaleda
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doing better than before. 
Routine tests are being 
conducted by the doctors. 
Treatment is being provided 
based on the test reports 
and some changes have 
been made to her treatment 
protocol,” he said.

The 79-year-old former 

prime minister has long been 
suffering from liver cirrhosis, 
kidney complications, heart 
issues, diabetes, arthritis, and 
other ailments.

Her health condition 
deteriorated after she was 
jailed in 2018 following her 
conviction in a corruption 
case.

Election timelines a decision
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software, and hardware, she 
said. 

“The team will finish the 
assessment within 10 days and 
will come back here to present 
it before the EC,” she added.

“We’re in the initial days 
and trying to understand 
what the needs of the 
Election Commission are 
and how the commission 
would like to run the 
elections. There are already 
works ongoing in terms of 
updating the electoral rolls,” 
said Lewis.

The UNDP will hold 
talks with the commission 
and other stakeholders, 
including civil society, 
academicians, and political 

parties. Then, the delegation 
will put forward the 
recommendations and 
inform what support it can 
offer, she also said.

In response to a query, she 
said they are talking about 
parliamentary elections, not 
local government elections, 
as the EC made the request in 
that regard. 

Asked about BNP’s desire 
to hold elections by mid-
2025, the UNRC said, “We are 
not touching on timelines... 
That’s a decision for the 
government of Prof Yunus 
and political parties to make.”

The needs assessment 
mission is looking into areas 
where the UN can support, 
she said.

“The team will visit 
Chattogram tomorrow 
[today] and will hold meetings 
with the stakeholders in the 
coming days,” said Lewis.

Then, the delegation will 
meet civil society, academia, 
political parties, and every 
stakeholder involved in the 
election. Then, it will hold 
a feedback session with the 
Election Commission, the 
UNRC said.

Replying to a question 
about the timeframe of the 
next general election, EC 
Senior Secretary Akhtar 
Ahmed, the CEC, and other 
election commissioners said 
they are working in line with 
the window given by the 
chief adviser.

JU observes 
Selim Al Deen’s 
death anniv
JU CORRESPONDENT

The drama and 
dramatics department at 
Jahangirnagar University 
yesterday organised a 
daylong programme at 
their campus, marking the 
17th death anniversary of 
renowned thespian and 
former teacher Selim Al 
Deen.

Prominent theatre and 
cultural personalities 
attended the event, which 
began early in the morning 
with a procession from 
the department building 
to Deen’s grave. The 
procession was inaugurated 
by JU Vice Chancellor 
Prof Mohammad Kamrul 
Ahsan.

The event, chaired 
by Prof Harun Rashid, 
featured a discussion on 
Deen.

Farmers use a paddy plant transfer machine to plant Boro seedlings at Batna village, Barishal. The photo was 
taken recently. PHOTO: TITU DAS
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Scaling peaks and breaking
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to dream, and now my 
dreams are unbounded.”

Mazumder, the first 
Bangladeshi woman to 
summit Everest, highlighted 
the challenges at Baden 
Powell Peak. “We set up base 
camp at 4,600 metres and 
opened the route to 5,400 
metres, but crevasses made 
it impossible to continue. 
Rather than give up, we 
adapted,” she said.

The expedition was 
organised by Abhijatri, a 
Bangladeshi organisation 

promoting adventure 
and gender equality, 
with support from the 
Liberation War Museum. 
A press meet celebrating 
the achievement was 
held on Monday in 
Kathmandu, where 
Unesco Representative to 
Bangladesh Dr Susan Vize 
hailed the expedition as 
embodying the spirit of 
Sultana’s Dream.

Debnath, a first-time 
trekker, said the experience 
was transformative. “It’s 
not the mountain we 

conquer, but ourselves,” 
she said, quoting Sir 
Edmund Hillary.

The organisers 
announced plans to make 
the expedition an annual 
event and to release a Nepali 
version of Sultana’s Dream. 
“This journey has taught us 
to not only dream but to 
conquer,” Mousumi said.

For Rekha, the mountains 
are her calling despite 
societal doubts. “Mountains 
are my mother,” she said. 
“I will always prioritise my 
dreams.”


