
CITY  

UNB, Dhaka

Dismissed trainee sub-
inspectors (SIs) of the 40th batch 
have once again staged a protest 
in front of the Secretariat, 
demanding reinstatement.

Starting at 10:00am yesterday, 
they positioned themselves 
opposite Gate 1 and 2 of the 
Secretariat on Abdul Gani Road. 

The dismissed SIs shared 
that they had previously held a 
peaceful protest in front of the 
Ministry of Home Affairs on 
January 5 and 6, with 321 sub-
inspectors, raising objections 
over their “unjust dismissal” 
from training and demanding 
their reinstatement. 

They were assured by a 
representative of the home 
secretary that appropriate 
measures would be taken. 
However, seeing no visible 
progress, they decided to stage 
another protest yesterday. 

They have announced that 
the protest will continue until a 
clear decision is made.

A dismissed SI said, “I joined 
the training on November 4, 
2023, and was dismissed on 
November 4, 2024. I was accused 
of being inattentive and creating 
disruptions. However, I ranked 
among the top 100 out of 804 
in the mid-term exams. If I were 
inattentive, I wouldn’t have 
achieved such a result.”

Another protester said, “We 
sacrificed a lot, training almost 
without pay for a year. Just 
as we were about to become 
permanent officers, we were 
dismissed. We were let go over 
trivial allegations.”

The Police Academy had 
issued show-cause notices to 
313 SIs in three phases, accusing 
them of disorderly conduct in 
class and the field. They were 
later dismissed from their 
positions.

Dismissed trainee SIs 
protest at Secretariat

HC inquires about 
courtrooms that 
use iron cages
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday wanted to 
know specifically about the courtrooms 
in the country where the accused are kept 
in iron cages during case proceedings.

The court gave the order as Deputy 
Attorney General Md Tanim Khan 
verbally informed the HC bench of Justice 
Farah Mahbub and Justice Debasish Roy 
Chowdhury that iron cages have been 
removed from some courtrooms.

The HC bench directed the law 
secretary to submit in four weeks the 
list of names of the courtrooms where 
iron cages are still in place. The bench 
passed the order during hearing of a writ 
petition involving this issue.

Additionally, it set February 10 for 
further hearing of the petition.

In February last year, another HC bench 
issued a rule asking the government to 
explain why they should not be directed 
to remove the metal cages from the 
courtrooms and to reestablish wooden 
docks in courtrooms throughout the 
country.
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S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Boro seedlings in seedbeds across 
many areas of the Rangpur region 
are suffering due to a persistent 
cold wave and dense fog. Farmers 
are struggling to save their 
seedbeds by covering them with 
polythene and spraying medicines, 
and they are now worried about 
recovering their production costs.

During visits to various 
locations in Lalmonirhat Sadar, 
Kurigram Sadar, and Rangpur’s 
Gangachara upazila on Friday 
and Saturday, this correspondent 
observed many farmers re-sowing 
boro seeds in their fields as their 
seedbeds had been damaged by 
the cold weather and dense fog.

Farmers in five districts 
-- Lalmonirhat, Kurigram, 

Gaibandha, Rangpur, and 
Nilphamari -- have prepared 
seedbeds on 26,000 hectares of 
land. The target is to cultivate 
boro paddy on 508,978 hectares, 
with a production goal of 1,781,423 
tonnes of rice this season, said 
the Department of Agriculture 
Extension (DAE) in Rangpur.

Mansur Ali, 55, a farmer from 
Sakoya village in Lalmonirhat’s 

Aditmari upazila, said he prepared 
a boro seedbed on 15 decimals 
of land, but a portion of it was 
damaged due to the cold weather. 

“I sprayed pesticides and 
fungicides several times over the 
last 12 days to save my seedbed 
from the cold, but the seedlings 
are still dying,” he said.

Suresh Chandra Sen, 65, a 
farmer from Nabdiganj village 
in Rangpur Sadar, said he had 
prepared a seedbed for seedlings 
on 12 decimals of land to cultivate 
boro paddy on six bighas. He said 
about fifty percent of the seedlings 
have turned yellowish and been 
damaged.

“I sowed 30kg of boro seeds 
on 15 decimals of land, but 20 

percent of the seedlings have 
been damaged due to the cold 
and fog,” said Saher Ali, 50, from 
Durgapur village in Kurigram’s 
ulipur upazila. Obaidur Rahman 
Mandal, additional director of 
DAE in the Rangpur region, said 
boro seedlings in some villages 
are affected by the severe cold 
weather. 

“We believe they will recover 
as the weather improves,” he said. 
“Farmers are advised to water 
seedbeds at night, cover them 
with polythene, and use proper 
fertiliser,” he said, claiming that 
the production target will not be 
hindered as such situations arise 
in the northern districts every 
winter.

Cold, fog harming 
boro seedlings

RECOMMENDATIONS

Water seedbeds at night

Cover them with polythene

Use proper fertiliser

Equipment 
stolen from 
power plant
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Patuakhali

Equipment worth at least 
Tk 5 lakh has been stolen 
from the 1,320MW coal-
based RNPL thermal 
power plant in Dhankhali 
village under Patuakhali’s 
Kalapara upazila.

The plant is ready for 
power generation. 

Aminul Islam, deputy 
manager (admin) of the 
power plant, said a case 
has been filed accusing 34 
named and 16 unnamed 
persons with Kalapara 
Police Station on January 
12 in this connection. 

Most of the accused are 
reportedly local activists of 
BNP and its affiliate bodies, 
and residents of Gilatola 
and Londa villages under 
the upazila, he said.

According to the case 
statement, on the night 
of January 9, the accused 
entered the power plant 
premises and stole copper 
wires, iron and steel goods, 
and different construction 
materials worth at least Tk 
5 lakh. 

They later stored the 
stolen items near Gilatola 
Bazar. The next morning, 
(January 10), while the 
goods were being smuggled 
in a truck, the power plant’s 
security personnel, with 
help of police, recovered 
five tonnes of goods worth 
around Tk 2.50 lakh. 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

Golam Rabbani Tipu, a Swechchhasebak League 
leader and former councillor from Khulna, was 
gunned down near Hotel Seagull in Cox’s Bazar 
-- one of the most dangerous areas along Cox’s 
Bazar beach. This has raised questions about why 
he went to that spot.

Even the street lights and CCTV cameras in the 
area are currently out of order.

Tipu was shot on the footpath near the pine tree 
garden opposite the hotel, close to Sughandha 
Point on January 9. The spot is usually quiet, 

especially at night. It is suspected that someone 
Tipu knew might have called him to the location 
with the woman who shared the same hotel room 
with him. The woman is still missing.

Police recovered Tipu’s two phones from the 
crime scene, but they remain locked, and the last 
calls made are yet to be identified.

“We will send the phones to an expert to access 
the call logs as part of the investigation,” said 
Ilyas Khan, officer-in-charge of Cox’s Bazar Sadar 
Police Station.

The motive behind Tipu’s murder is still under 
investigation, the OC added.

The hotel guestbook shows Tipu checked in 

TIPU MURDER

It may have 
been a targeted 
killing: police

Tipu’s two phones were recovered 
from the crime scene, but they remain 

locked, and the last calls made are 
yet to be identified. We will send the 

phones to an expert to access the call 
logs as part of the investigation

Ilyas Khan, OC, Cox’s Bazar Sadar Police Station
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Former NCC 
councillor, his 
son arrested 
in Dhaka
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Narayanganj

Former Narayanganj City 
Corporation Councillor 
Motiur Rahman, 55, and 
his son Moshiur Rahman, 
29, were detained in Dhaka 
early yesterday.

They are accused in 
several cases in Narayanganj 
over attacks on protesters 
and killings during the 
a n t i - d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
student movement.

Sujon Hoque, inspector 
of Bhatara Police Station, 
said they were detained 
from a flat in Bashundhara 
Residential Area around 
2:00am.

“As there are multiple 
cases against them in 
Narayanganj, they will be 
brought here after being 
shown arrested in those 
cases,” said Abdullah 
Al Masud, additional 
superintendent of 
Narayanganj district police.

Motiur Rahman is also 
the president of Jubo 
League’s Siddhirganj unit 
in Narayanganj and was a 
close associate of former 
lawmaker Shamim Osman.

Earlier, he was 
imprisoned in a case filed 
by the Anti-Corruption 
Commission (ACC) over the 
acquisition of illegal wealth 
and money laundering in 
2023. 
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