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Two killed as 
speedboat collides 
with bulkhead
Police say death toll may rise
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Munshiganj

At least two people were killed and one was injured 
after a speedboat collided with an anchored 
bulkhead in the Meghna river in Gazaria, 
Munshiganj last night.

The incident took place around 9:30pm in 
Guagachhia union of Gazaria.

The deceased are Audud Bepari, 35, and Naeem, 
30, from Gazaria, said Assistant Sub-inspector of 
Gazaria Naval Police Outpost Md Alamin.

He said the death toll may rise as they have heard 
that around 10-12 people were on the speedboat. 

Saima Akhter, a doctor at the emergency 
department of Gazaria Health Complex, said, 
“Three people were brought to the hospital. Of 
them, two were already dead and the other one 
was seriously injured. He is being treated here.”

Jubo Dal leader 
snatched from 
police custody
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Munshiganj

A Jubo Dal leader was allegedly snatched from 
police custody in Munshiganj yesterday, hours 
after his arrest in connection with a violence case.

Tariqul Islam, a member of the Sreenagar 
upazila Jubo Dal convening committee, was held 
in Deulbhog area, said Sreenagar Police Station 
Officer-in-Charge Abdul Quader Jilani.

The OC said Tariqul was moved from the locker 
to a separate room as he was feeling unwell. 

Later, around 200 Jubo Dal and Chhatra Dal 
activists stormed the police station and took 
Tariqul away. At that time, 15-20 more leaders and 
activists were inside the station.

Upazila Jubo Dal convener Joynal Abedin 
James said, “We went to the police station to 
discuss with the OC. While in his room, we heard 
the accused left with some activists.” 

He denied any involvement, claiming they had 
asked their supporters to leave the station but 
failed to control them.

Superintendent of Police Shamsul Alam said 
legal action would be taken against those involved 
in the incident. 

Munshiganj Jubo Dal member secretary Masud 
Rana said any leader or activist who pressured police 
for Tariqul’s release would face disciplinary action.

GOLDEN MOMENTS OF CHILDHOOD... On a tranquil morning, little ones bask in the gentle winter sunshine, lost 
in stories amid the blooming mustard fields in Babuganj upazila, Barishal yesterday. PHOTO: TITU DAS
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The long-awaited upgrade of 
Pirojpur Sadar Hospital from 100-
bed to a 250-bed facility remains 
incomplete even after six and a half 
years, leaving patients to suffer.

Construction of the hospital’s 
new nine-storey building began 
in August 2018 under the Public 
Works Department, with Banga 
Builders Ltd and Khan Builders 
(JV) tasked to finish the first eight 
floors within 18 months. However, 
delays due to the pandemic pushed 
back the deadline by a year, and the 
ninth floor was later added with 
World Bank funding.

Despite all nine floors being 
completed, the building remains 
non-operational as four lifts are 
yet to be installed. Substandard 
materials used during construction 
have also led to rusting in parts 
of the building, raising further 
concerns.

On paper, the hospital is 
upgraded to 250 beds, but it 
continues to function as a 100-bed 
facility on its old premises, leading 
to overcrowding and insufficient 
services. Patients from across 
Pirojpur and neighbouring districts 
face immense difficulties, with 
many forced to receive treatment 
on the floor due to the limited 

capacity.
“It’s challenging to get proper 

treatment here,” said Nasima Akter, 
who recently brought her child to 
the hospital. 

Civil Surgeon Md Mizanur 
Rahman admitted that up to 150 
patients are often crammed into 
the 100-bed facility.

Md Khairuzzaman, PWD’s 
executive engineer in Pirojpur, said 
they are awaiting health ministry 
approval to procure lifts from 
Europe. Only after installation will 
the hospital’s operations shift to 
the new building, he said. 

He could not confirm when this 
process would be completed.

PIROJPUR SADAR HOSPITAL

250-bed on paper, 
100-bed in reality

On paper, the hospital is upgraded 
to 250 beds, but it continues to 

function as a 100-bed facility on its 
old premises, leading to overcrowding 

and insufficient services.

Farmers struggle 
amid falling 
veggie prices
AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU, Pabna

Vegetable farmers in Pabna are reeling from heavy losses 
this winter as a glut in supply drives down market prices. 
The sharp decline in cauliflower prices has left farmers 
deeply concerned, while other winter vegetables have 
also suffered significant price drops due to oversupply, 
according to market sources.

Farmers reported selling each cauliflower for Tk 15 last 
year, but this season, prices have plummeted to Tk 4-5 in 
wholesale markets during the peak harvest.

Md Mehedi Hasan, a farmer from Pakshey village in 
Ishwardi upazila, cultivated five bighas of vegetables, 
primarily cauliflower, at a cost of Tk 2.5 lakh. “Cultivating 
one bigha of cauliflower costs at least Tk 60,000, with 
production costs exceeding Tk 10 per piece. I am worried I 
won’t recover my investment,” he said.

Eggplant farmers are facing 
similar challenges, selling 
their produce at Tk 350-380 
per maund, far below the 
cost of production. Rising 
pesticide costs have 
added to their financial 
burden.

Farmers attribute 
their plight to increased 
production costs and 
excessive supply. This 
season, 100-150 truckloads of 
vegetables typically supplied from 
Ishwardi’s markets have dropped to 50-60 trucks daily, as 
buyers from other districts stay away.

“Due to last year’s profitable vegetable prices, 
production costs have gone up this year. Lease prices for 
fields, labour, seeds, fertilisers, and pesticides have all 
risen,” farmers said.

According to the Department of Agricultural 
Extension (DAE), Pabna’s vegetable production spans 
41,000 hectares, yielding 10 lakh tonnes annually. Around 
17,000 hectares were used for winter vegetables this year, 
targeting 4.4 lakh tonnes, up from 16,855 hectares last 
year.

“Repeated floods prompted most farmers to grow 
winter vegetables simultaneously, resulting in oversupply 
and falling prices,” said Md Ashikur Rahman, deputy 
assistant agriculture officer, DAE, Pabna.
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