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Farmers struggle
amid falling
veggie prices

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU, Pabna

Vegetable farmers in Pabna are reeling from heavy losses
this winter as a glut in supply drives down market prices.
The sharp decline in cauliflower prices has left farmers
deeply concerned, while other winter vegetables have
also suffered significant price drops due to oversupply,
according to market sources.

Farmers reported selling each cauliflower for Tk 15 last
year, but this season, prices have plummeted to Tk 4-5 in
wholesale markets during the peak harvest.

Md Mehedi Hasan, a farmer from Pakshey village in
Ishwardi upazila, cultivated five bighas of vegetables,
primarily cauliflower, at a cost of Tk 2.5 lakh. “Cultivating
one bigha of cauliflower costs at least Tk 60,000, with
production costs exceeding Tk 10 per piece. I am worried
won’t recover my investment,” he said.

Eggplant farmers are facing
similar challenges, selling
their produce at Tk 350-380
per maund, far below the
cost of production. Rising /
pesticide  costs  have
added to their financial |
burden.

Farmers attribute
their plight to increased
production costs and
excessive supply. This
season, 100-150 truckloads of
vegetables typically supplied from
Ishwardi’s markets have dropped to 50-60 trucks daily, as
buyers from other districts stay away.

“Due to last vyear’s profitable vegetable prices,
production costs have gone up this year. Lease prices for
fields, labour, seeds, fertilisers, and pesticides have all
risen,” farmers said.

According to the Department of Agricultural
Extension (DAE), Pabna’s vegetable production spans
41,000 hectares, yielding 10 lakh tonnes annually. Around
17,000 hectares were used for winter vegetables this year,
targeting 4.4 lakh tonnes, up from 16,855 hectares last
year.

“Repeated floods prompted most farmers to grow
winter vegetables simultancously, resulting in oversupply
and falling prices,” said Md Ashikur Rahman, deputy
assistant agriculture officer, DAE, Pabna.
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GOLDEN MOMENTS OF CHILDHOOD... On a tranquil morning, little ones bask in the gentle winter sunshine, lost

in stories amid the blooming mustard fields in Babuganj upazila in Barishal yesterday.
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250-bed on paper,
100-bed in reality

KM HABIBUR RAHMAN
The long-awaited upgrade of
Pirojpur Sadar Hospital from 100-
bed to a 250-bed facility remains
incomplete even after six and a half
years, leaving patients to suffer.
Construction of the hospital’s
new nine-storey building began
in August 2018 under the Public
Works Department, with Banga
Builders Ltd and Khan Builders
(JV) tasked to finish the first eight
floors within 18 months. However,
delays due to the pandemic pushed
back the deadline by a year, and the
ninth floor was later added with
World Bank funding.

Despite all nine floors being
completed, the building remains
non-operational as four lifts are
yet to be installed. Substandard
materials used during construction
have also led to rusting in parts
of the building, raising further
concerns.

On paper, the hospital is
upgraded to 250 beds, but it
continues to function as a 100-bed
facility on its old premises, leading
to overcrowding and insufficient
services. Patients from across
Pirojpur and neighbouring districts
face immense difficulties, with
many forced to receive treatment
on the floor due to the limited

capacity.

“I’s challenging to get proper
treatment here,” said Nasima Akter,
who recently brought her child to
the hospital.

Civil Surgeon Md Mizanur
Rahman admitted that up to 150
patients are often crammed into
the 100-bed facility.

Md  Khairuzzaman, PWD’s
executive engineer in Pirojpur, said
they are awaiting health ministry
approval to procure lifts from
Europe. Only after installation will
the hospital’s operations shift to
the new building, he said.

He could not confirm when this
process would be completed.

Jubo League
leader hacked
in Barishal

A Jubo League leader was hacked by miscreants in
Barishal on Thursday night.

Shahriar Sachib Rajib, 47, general secretary of
the ward-21 unit of Jubo League, was hospitalised
in Dhaka with ankle injuries, said family.

Local sources said that he was a follower of
former state minister for water resources Zahid
Faruk Shamim.

He was attacked with sharp weapons in front of
the city’s Gorostan Road Kazhemabad Khanka.

According to Rajib’s sister Shahina Azmin,
her brother had a dispute with a local tailor
over various issues, which might have led to the
attack.

Kotwali Model Police Station Officer-in-Charge
Mizanur Rahman said a CCTV footage showed
two men chasing Rajib with sharp weapons. Later,
they hacked him and fled.

Drive is underway to arrest them, he said.

Russian worker
found dead in
Rooppur Green City

A Russian worker was found dead at his dormitory
in the Green City residential area of the Rooppur
Nuclear Power Plant in Pabna on Thursday night.

The deceased, Evan Kaitmajov, 40, was an
employee of a company working at the nuclear
power plant. He had been living in flat-95 of the
14th building in the Green City residential area.

Md Shahidul Islam Shahid, officer-in-charge
of Ishwardi Police Station, said Evan had been
unresponsive for some time. He was found lying
on the bathroom floor of his flat.

He was taken to the health centre at Green City
Hospital, where doctors declared him dead.

Police recovered the body and sent it to Pabna
General Hospital morgue for an autopsy yesterday.

“The cause of death is still unclear, but an
investigation is underway,” the OC added.

On paper, the hospital is upgraded to 250 beds, but it continues
to function as a 100-bed facility on its old premises, leading to
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20 Countries @
300+ Exhibitors @
900+ Booths e
20000+ Sq.mts @

LAST DAY TODAY !

Visit the Largest Apparel Technology,
Garment Accessories, Packaging & Allied
Products tradeshow in Bangladesh

AINUB /utzoduces

BPharm

Bachelor of Pharmacy

22nd International Tradeshow
on Apparel Machinery & Allied Products.

Why BPharm at AIUB .
® Full-Time, Highly Qualified Faculty Members
® 8 Teaching Laboratories Equipped with Moder!
® 4 Advanced Research Laboratories
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International Convention City, Bashundhara, Dhaka

Dedicated Spacious Seminar Library
Separate Animal House
Dedicated Medicinal Garden

Concurrent Show :
Jownily Orgarsed by

74 ASK

ASK Trade & Exhitwtions Pvt. Lid

Approved by
® University Grants Commission (UGC), Bangladesh'
® Bangladesh Pharmacy Council

ADMISSION GOING ON
SPRING 2024-2025

BGAPMEA

Expo Timings 11.00am to 7.00pm (Entry Free)

Application Deadline:
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Apply online:
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