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People suffer hours
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gathered early in the day to 
demand the relocation of 
the makeshift courtroom 
used for trials related to 
the BDR carnage. Their 
protest followed a fire at the 
courtroom on the madrasa 
grounds at around 4:22am. 

Fire service officials 
extinguished the blaze, 
but the courtroom was 
completely destroyed. Court 
proceedings, including a 
scheduled hearing in an 
explosives case related to 
the carnage, were cancelled.  

“The courtroom has 
been burnt. At this stage, 
conducting trials here is 

not possible without major 
renovations,” said special 
public prosecutor Md 
Borhan Uddin.  

Chawkbazar Police are 
investigating the cause 
of the fire. Members of 
the army and police were 
deployed to manage the 
protests. Traffic movement 
in the affected areas 
gradually resumed after the 
demonstrators dispersed.
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Ensuring justice, accountability key
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cannot operate without 
fear in such circumstances.

Sooka, who served on 
the truth and reconciliation 
commissions in South 
Africa and Sierra Leone, 
said lack of evidence 
remains a big challenge in 
ensuring justice. Thus, there 
is a serious need for training 
prosecutors to collect and 
maintain evidence using 
digital technologies.

She said sometimes 
corrupt individuals cannot 

be tried domestically. In 
such cases, international 
courts can be used.

Dr Carlos Castresana 
Fernández, UN 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights in South Sudan, said 
trials cannot correct past 
mistakes, but can ensure 
crimes are punished and 
that institutions function 
properly.

Fernandez previously 
served as commissioner 
of the International 
Commission Against 

Impunity in Guatemala.
Democracy is not all 

about elections, but also 
about abiding law. There 
are disagreements over 
the definition of terrorism, 
which is also used for 
political abuses. However, 
the definition of torture 
is well accepted and the 

criminals of torture can be 
tried in the international 
courts, he added.

BLAST Vice Chairman 
Dr Shamsul Bari said 
the international jurists’ 
experiences can help them 
understand the ways of 
justice and reconciliation 
in Bangladesh.

250-bhori gold
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to find out clue.”
Mohammad Saiful 

Islam, additional deputy 
commissioner (media) of 
Sylhet Metropolitan Police, 
said, “We are looking into 
the incident.”

On January 3, burglars 
made off with gold (159 
bhori) and diamond 
ornaments, estimated to be 
worth around Tk 2.5 crore, 
from a jewellery shop at a 
mall in Dhaka.

Zajira OC 
found dead at 
police station
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police recovered the body 
of the officer-in-charge 
(OC) of Zajira Police Station 
in Shariatpur from his rest 
room yesterday.

The deceased was 
identified as Al-Amin, 
said Nazrul Islam, 
superintendent of police in 
the district.

“Initially, police suspect 
that it is a case of suicide. 
The exact cause of his 
death will be confirmed 
after the post mortem,” he 
said.

The SP said the body 
was hanging from the 
window bar with a scarf 
in his rest room inside the 
police station.

“We are investigating 
the incident,” he added.

When students become guinea
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confused, and students were 
left without clear guidance.

This was proven in a 
survey by the National 
Curriculum and Textbook 
Board (NCTB) among 2.53 
lakh teachers in January 
2024, which found that 
37.6 percent of teachers 
“roughly” understood the 
assessment system, while 
the rest struggled with its 
practical application.

This lack of preparedness 
led to widespread 
dissatisfaction. Protests 
erupted nationwide, with 
parents, educators, and 
students demanding 
changes.

Then in August 2024, 
after the fall of the Sheikh 
Hasina-led government, 
the interim government 
discarded that curriculum 
and reinstated the 2012 
curriculum.

While this decision 
restored some familiarity, 
it created additional 
challenges. Current grade 

10 students, who had 
studied under the 2022 
framework in grade 9, were 
left to compress two years 
of stream-based study into 
one year, further straining 
the academic environment.

Despite these 
adjustments, the cycle of 
instability persists. As 2025 
begins, plans are already 
underway for another 
reform in 2026.

According to Bangla 
daily Prothom Alo, the 
proposed system will once 
again eliminate streams for 
grades 9-10, replacing them 
with a mix of mandatory 
and optional subjects. 
While this approach 
promises flexibility, it 
raises questions about 
the readiness of schools 
and teachers to handle yet 
another overhaul.

In a system already 
destabilised by frequent 
changes, can such reforms 
be implemented without 
further compromising 
education quality?

More importantly, 
are these reforms truly 
in the best interests of 
students, or are they 
turning education into a 
series of poorly executed 
experiments?

The consequences of 
this instability are far-
reaching. Students face not 
only disrupted academics 
but also a loss of confidence 
in a system that seems 
directionless. Teachers, too, 
are left struggling to adapt, 
often without adequate 
training or resources. The 
frequent changes also 
place parents in a state of 
confusion, unsure of how 
to support their children in 
an ever-shifting landscape.

The students deserve 
a stable, supportive 
education system that helps 
them blossom and realise 
their potential in life.

Policymakers would 
do well to address the 
fundamental flaws in their 
approach to education 
reform. Instead of treating 
students as test subjects 
for policy experiments, 
reforms should be 
evidence-based and 
implemented with care.

Belal, a farmer, lets his flock of ducks graze this open field. After the Aman rice harvest, most fields in the area 
remain vacant and are used by farmers to raise ducklings seasonally. The photo was taken from the Pagla 
area of Shantiganj upazila in Sunamganj yesterday.
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