
INTERNATIONAL
DHAKA THURSDAY JANUARY 9, 2025 

POUSH 25, 1431 BS        7
‘Dangerous 
times’ ahead
Says Nobel laureate Ressa 
after Meta ends US fact-
checking programme
AFP, Manila

Philippine Nobel laureate Maria Ressa 
yesterday warned of “extremely dangerous 
times ahead” in an interview with AFP 
after social media giant Meta ended its US 
fact-checking programme on Facebook 
and Instagram.

Ressa and the Rappler news site she co-
founded have spent years fighting online 
disinformation while battling court cases 
filed under former Philippine president 
Rodrigo Duterte, whose drug war killed 
thousands of people.

The veteran journalist and winner of 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 2021 said Meta’s 
decision meant “extremely dangerous 
times ahead” for journalism, democracy 
and social media users. 

“Mark Zuckerberg says it’s a free speech 
issue -- that’s completely wrong,” Ressa 
told AFP at Rappler’s newsroom in Manila. 
“Only if you’re profit driven can you claim 
that; only if you want power and money 
can you claim that. This is about safety.”

Taiwan ‘hyped’ 
sea cable damage 
claims: China
AFP, Beijing

China yesterday accused Taiwan’s ruling party of 
having “deliberately hyped” an incident in which a 
Chinese-owned ship was suspected of damaging a 
subsea telecoms cable.

Taiwanese authorities this week said they 
were investigating a Chinese-owned cargo 
ship suspected of dragging its anchor over an 
international subsea telecoms cable northeast of 
the island.

“DPP authorities have... out of thin air 
deliberately hyped the subsea cable incident as a 
so-called ‘grey-zone threat’ from the mainland, 
fully showing they will not let go of unscrupulous 
‘anti-China counter-China’ tricks,” state 
broadcaster CCTV quoted Taiwan Affairs Office 
spokesman Chen Binhua as saying, referring to 
the island’s ruling Democratic Progressive Party.

Taiwan’s top China policy body, the Mainland 
Affairs Council, hit back yesterday, saying the 
prosecutors’ investigation was “based on relevant 
evidence” and there was no “anti-China” issue.

The Cameroon-flagged Shunxing39 was 
intercepted by Taiwan’s coast guard on Friday 
after Chunghwa Telecom reported damage to 
a subsea cable that is part of the Trans-Pacific 
Express Cable System.

Antarctic sea ice 
rebounds from 
record lows
AFP, Paris

Antarctic sea ice rebounded in December after 
a long period of record lows, US scientists said, 
giving pause to speculation that Earth’s frozen 
continent could be undergoing a permanent 
change.

The rate of sea ice loss during the warmer spring 
months of November and December slowed to well 
below average, the US National Snow and Ice Data 
Center (NSIDC) said in a statement on Tuesday.

This followed a “prolonged period of record 
to near-record daily lows” in 2023 and 2024 -- 
the hottest years in the history books for global 
temperature rises driven by climate change.

By the end of 2024, Antarctic sea ice extent had 
recovered to 7.3 million square kilometres (2.8 
million square miles) -- very close to the 1981 to 
2010 average, NSIDC said.

A firefighter conducts search and rescue operation with a rescue dog at a village following the earthquake that struck Tingri 
county, in Shigatse, Tibet Autonomous Region, China yesterday. More than 400 people trapped by rubble have been rescued, 
Chinese officials said yesterday, with an unknown number still unaccounted for in freezing weather a day after a strong 
tremor rocked the Himalayan foothills. PHOTO: REUTERS

Pro-Yoon protesters take part in a rally to support impeached South Korean President 
Yoon Suk Yeol near his official residence in Seoul, South Korea yesterday. Yeol faces 
a new and potentially more robust attempt to arrest him for insurrection after a top 
investigator vowed to do whatever it takes to break a security blockade and take in 
the embattled leader. PHOTO: REUTERS

SCAM CENTRE RAID

Philippines 
arrests 400 
foreigners
AFP, Manila

Around 400 foreign nationals were 
arrested yesterday in a “large-scale” raid on 
a suspected online scam farm in Manila, 
the national immigration agency said.

Authorities raided a building and found 
workers allegedly engaged in online scam 
operations targeting victims abroad.

International concern has grown in 
recent years over similar scam operations 
in Asia. 

“Their operations were found to be in 
violation of immigration laws and posed 
significant risks to the public,” Fortunato 
Manahan, the Bureau of Immigration 
intelligence division chief, said.

Wildfires tear through LA area
More than 30,000 people evacuate their homes; emergency declared

REUTERS, Los Angeles

More than 30,000 people evacuated their 
homes as a wildfire tore through a coastal 
area of Los Angeles in just a few hours, 
and a second blaze some 30 miles (50 km) 
inland was rapidly spreading yesterday.

Numerous buildings were destroyed 
and nearly 3,000 acres (1,200 hectares) 
were burned in the upscale Pacific 
Palisades area between the beach towns 
of Santa Monica and Malibu, officials 
said. The area is home to many film and 
music stars.

Highways were jammed with people 
fleeing the inferno as plumes of smoke 
and flames rose in the sky over Los 
Angeles on Tuesday night. The fire 
has not been contained by yesterday 
morning and Governor Gavin Newsom 
has declared a state of emergency.

Pacific Palisades resident Cindy Festa 
said that as she evacuated, fires were 
“this close to the cars,” demonstrating 
with her thumb and forefinger.

“People left their cars on Palisades 
Drive. Burning up the hillside. The palm 
trees - everything is going,” Festa said 
from her car.

A fire official told local television 
station KTLA that several people were 

injured in the Palisades Fire, some with 
burns to faces and hands. One female 
firefighter had suffered a head injury.

Hollywood actor James Woods said 
on X he was able to evacuate his Pacific 
Palisades house but added: “I do not 
know at this moment if our home is still 
standing.”

The second blaze, dubbed the Eaton 
Fire, broke out some 30 miles (50 km) 
inland in Altadena, near Pasadena, and 
increased in size to 1,000 acres (400 
hectares) from 200 acres in a few hours, 
according to Cal Fire.

Almost 100 residents from a nursing 
home in Pasadena were evacuated, 
CBS News said. Video showed elderly 
residents, many in wheelchairs and on 
gurneys, crowded onto a smoky and 
windswept parking lot as fire trucks and 
ambulances attended.

‘Le Papotin’ run 
by autistic journos 
hits newsstands
AFP, Paris

A French magazine produced by autistic journalists 
went on sale on newsstands for the first time 
yesterday, further raising the profile of a project that 
has already made waves on television.

‘Le Papotin’ has an editorial team of around 40 
journalists with autism spectrum disorders who 
produce a yearly magazine that features high-profile 
celebrity interviews and cultural content.

Normally print editions are sold via its website, 
but they were distributed to around 3,000 shops 
and newsstands in 
France, with a run 
of 10,000 copies -- 
three times the usual 
number, owner Prisma 
Media announced.

Prisma, the biggest 
magazine publisher 
in France, said it had 
“worked with its different partners” to ensure ‘Le 
Papotin’ was distributed for free with a cover price 
of 10 euros. The front-page of the 2025 edition 
features French musician Philippe Katerine who 
leapt to global fame during the opening ceremony 
of the Paris Olympics in July when he appeared 
painted blue and almost naked in a controversial 
scene that was likened to Jesus’s “Last Supper”.

The idea behind Le Papotin has been adapted 
for a hit television show that sees the magazine’s 
journalists interview top public figures, with often 
touching and revealing results.


