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Cash, valuables looted
from 3 Ctg temples

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg
Unidentified miscreants allegedly looted donation boxes,
ornaments and valuables from three Hindu temples in
Chowdhuryhat-Fateyabad area under Hathazari upazila
of Chattogram early yesterday.

The temples are: Shree Shree Jagatbandhu Ashram, Shree
Shree Bisweshshari Kali Temple, and Satya Narayan Temple.
The culprits also allegedly tried to break into Isamati Maa
Maghdeshawari Temple and a house in the area, said police.

“The looting in the three temples happened within several
hours, which is unusual and likely done by professionals.
There are no CCTV cameras in the temples, nor any guards
or priests on the premises,” said Kazi Tarek Aziz, additional
superintendent of police. He said police also visited the spots.

“No idols were vandalised in the temples. The criminals
just took away the cash and other valuables. We are trying
to collect CCTV footages from nearby establishments to
identify the criminals,” he added.

Liton Palit, general secretary of Jagatbandhu Ashram,
said, “Our temple’s priest went to sleep around 2:00am.
The theft likely took place between 3:00am and 5:00am.
No idols were vandalised in the temple, but the burglars
took away cash from four donation boxes, some brass
utensils, and gold ornaments of the goddess. We will file a
GD with police in this connection.”

Man killed as
bus hits bike

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur
A motorcyclist was killed as a bus hit his bike in Dinajpur
yesterday.

The accident occurred on Dinajpur-Gobindaganj
regional highway near Baraihat Bazar in Phulbari upazila
around 9:30am, said police.

The deceased -- Delwar Hossain, 48 - was a senior loan
officer of ASA, an NGO, and a resident of Mondolpara
village in Parbatipur upazila.

The bus struck Delwar’s motorcycle from the opposite
direction, leaving him critically injured, said AKM
Khondaker Mohibbul Islam, officer-in-charge of Phulbari
Police Station.

As locals rushed to the spot, the bus driver abandoned
the vehicle beside a nearby petrol station and fled the
scene with his assistant.

Bystanders rushed Delwar to Phulbari Upazila Health
Complex. He was later transferred to Dinajpur Medical
College Hospital, where doctors pronounced him dead.
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984 brick kilns

on farmlands

Topsoil being used for manufacturing bricks,
affecting agriculture, environment in Rangpur Division

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

The topsoil of vast areas of
farmland in the agriculture-based
northern districts is being used
for manufacturing bricks, causing
significant harm to agriculture and
the environment.

Officials from the Department
of Environment (DoE) and the
Department of Agriculture Extension
(DAE) in Rangpur division said 984
brick kilns, all set up on farmlands in
eight districts, operate in violation of
government regulations.

These kilns use the fertile topsoil
from surrounding farmlands to
make bricks. The collection of
topsoil typically begins after the
Aman paddy harvest and continues
for about one and a half months.

Rezaul Karim, assistant director
of the DoE in Kurigram, said
removing topsoil negatively impacts
the environment as excessive

chemical fertilisers and pesticides

used on these lands flow into nearby
water bodies, causing pollution.
“We are conducting drives
against brick kilns built illegally on
agricultural land,” he said.
Abdullah Al Mamun, deputy
director of DAE in Kurigram, said

about 30 bighas of farmland lose
their topsoil annually to each brick
kiln. “We can only raise awareness
among farmers about not selling
topsoil but lack the authority to
take legal action against brick kiln
owners,” he said.

Despite being aware of the
consequences, farmers are forced
to sell the topsoil of their farmlands
to brick kiln owners, they alleged.

Sadek Ali, a 65-year-old farmer
from Doljor village in Lalmonirhat’s
Aditmari upazila, said, “I used an
overdose of fertiliser and pesticide,
hoping for better crop production,
but the results were disappointing,”
he said, adding that brick kiln
owners continue to collect topsoil.

Mansur Ali, a 55-year-old farmer
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admitted to cutting
down a hill in the port
city to build a burn
unit without obtaining
permission.

“We  applied for
permission to cut a hill
to build a burn unit. We
started cutting down
the hill in the meantime,
although we have yet
(0 receive permission
from the Department of
Environment. However,
we have stopped
construction work after
getting direction from
the higher authority,” he
said during a stakeholder
meeting at CMCH.

He said they were
working to  prevent
landslides by cutting the
hill’s slope.

“We will construct
a building on flat land
and are focusing on
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Former Dhaka-10
MP Mohiuddin held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Police arrested former
Awami League lawmaker
from Dhaka-10 and ex-
FBCCI President Shafiul
Islam Mohiuddin in the
capital's  Uttara  area
yesterday afternoon.

Mohiuddin was arrested from his residence in
Uttara’s Sector 4 in connection with a case filed with
Uttara West Police Station, said Md Mohibullah,
officer-in-charge of Uttara Fast Police Station.

The arrest was made on charges related to
suppressing the anti-discrimination  student
movement, he said. No further details were provided.

Shafiul Islam Mohiuddin was elected as the
AL candidate in the 2020 by-election for the
Dhaka-10 constituency.

He is also a business leader and a former
president of both the FBCCI and BGMEA.

Man sent to jail for
trying to smuggle
touchstone idol

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

A Panchagarh court yesterday sent a man tojail in
a case filed for trying to smuggle a touchstone idol
of Lord Vishnu.

The arrestee - Md Nuruzzaman, 53 - is a
resident of Panchagarh Sadar upazila.

Earlier on Tuesday, a task force comprising
Border Guard Bangladesh and police personnel
and led by an executive magistrate conducted
a drive at Nuruzzaman’s house and recovered
the 24.5kg Vishnu Idol and arrested him in
this connection, said Md Sohrawardi, inspector
(investigation) of Panchagarh Sadar Police Station.

Nayeb Subedar Mokhlesur Rahman of 18 BGB
Battalion in Panchagarh filed the case against
Nuruzzaman under the Section 22-23 of the
Antiquities Act with the police station on the
same night.

The court ordered to send him to jail when he
was produced before it, said the police officer.

The statue will be preserved as per instructions
of the court, he added.
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This hill was illegally cut on the orders of Chattogram Medical College Hospital authorities for building a burn
unit. The CMCH authorities simply applied for permission to cut the hill but began the operation before receiving
authorisation from the Department of Environment. Only after the DoE issued a notice to CMCH for a hearing did they

halt the activities and admit what they have done.
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UNIVERSITY OF DHAKA: Applications in prescribed form, obtainable from the office of the
Registrar, are invited from the Bangladeshi nationals for filling up 03 (three) permanent posts of
Lecturer in the Department of Philosophy in the pay scale of Tk. 22,000-53,060/- (National Pay

QUALIFICATIONS: Candidates must have a first class/a minimum CGPA 3.50 out of 4.00 both
in Bachelor and Master degrees in Philosophy with a first division/ a minimum GPA 4.25 out of
5.00 in both SSC & HSC examinations. Requirements for either the SSC or HSC examinations
may be relaxed for the candidates who have obtained the first position/the highest CGPA in both
Bachelor and Master degrees. Candidates having a Ph.D. in the relevant field and research
publication(s) in a quality journal may get preference. Relevant notes and conditions apply. (For
details, see the Dhaka University Website). Mentioned, who has applied for the above posts in
previous published advertisement reapply is required.

Eight copies of application together with attested copies of certificates, testimonials, mark-sheets
and proof of experience along with a Pay Order/Bank Draft of the value of Tk.750/-(seven hundred
fifty) only, payable to the Registrar, University of Dhaka, should reach him on or before
03/02/2025. Applicants already in service must apply through the proper channel.
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Visit the Largest Apparel Technology,
Garment Accessories, Packaging & Allied
Products tradeshow in Bangladesh

22nd International Tradeshow
on Apparel Machinery & Allied Products.

GARMENT
TECHNOLOGY
BANGLADESH 2025

Concurrent Show :

GAPEXPO
Garment Accessories & Packaging Expo
Contact : 0189 458 3601

itrad om [ www.atbdhaka.com

8 Halls @

20 Countries @
300+ Exhibitors e
900+ Booths e
20000+ Sg.mts e
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SEWING FINISHING EMRROIDERY LALMDRY CADICAM PACK MGG
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International Convention City, Bashundhara, Dhaka

Jownity Orgarmsed by

74 MK

BGAPMER ASK Trade & Exhititions Put. Ltd

=xpo Timings 11.00am to 7.00pm (Entry Free)




