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anytime but typically 
occur during take-offs or 
landings. The severity of 
damage depends on the size 
and number of birds or the 
intensity of the collision.

Prof Anwarul Haq of 
Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural 
University, head of a 
three-member committee 
to detect seasonal bird 
activity around HSIA, said 
bird strikes are common in 
Bangladeshi airports.

The presence of waste 
collection centres, landfills, 
and dense bushes nearby 
attracts birds, particularly 
black kites, posing 
significant risks, he added. 

Dense bushes in the 
airport area are good 
habitats for grasshoppers 
and butterflies and attract 
different types of birds to 
the HSIA, he said.

He suggested using 
modern and conventional 
methods to deter birds, such 
as removing food sources for 
the birds and the insects and 
clearing bushes and trees 
where the birds nest, so the 
birds seek alternative nesting 
and feeding grounds. 

On flight disruptions 
caused by dense fog, Capt 
Ashfaq-Ur-Rahman Khan, 
head of flight safety at 
Novoair, said upgrading 
ILS to Category 2 would 

allow pilots to land in 
low visibility, as now it’s 
common for flights to 
divert from HSIA to other 
airports due to this issue. 

“ILS is a radio signal 
and lighting array-based 
precision system that 
provides pilots with 
vertical and horizontal 
guidance during landings 
in thick fog. Its absence 
wastes time, energy, and 
money, causing passenger 
suffering and financial 
losses for airlines,” he said.

CAAB Chairman Air 
Vice Marshal Monjur Kabir 
Bhuiyan assured that steps 
are being taken to improve 
safety standards.

“We understand the 
concerns and anxieties of the 
public. I would like to assure 
you that every possible step 
is being taken to ensure the 
highest standards of safety 
in our airspace, as recent 
tragic aviation disasters 
remind us of the importance 
of vigilance,” he said.

He urged the 
airlines to adopt a “just 
culture” to facilitate the 
implementation of Safety 
Management Systems (SMS).

Group Captain Kamrul 
Islam, executive director of 
HSIA, said they are working 
with Dhaka North City 
Corporation to manage 
open garbage and butcher 

houses and to divert bird 
habitats away from the 
airport area. “We are also 
implementing reactive, 
proactive, and long-term 
measures to address bird 
strike hazards,” he added.
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Dismissed BDR
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family members of the BDR 
members, are now holding 
a sit-in programme at the 
Shaheed Minar, and we 
will continue through the 
night.”

Earlier, they gathered at 
the Shaheed Minar around 
10:30am yesterday. Around 
12:30pm, they brought out 
a rally and headed towards 
the state guest house 
Jamuna, the chief adviser’s 
residence, witnesses said.

However, the rally was 
obstructed by the police at 
Shahbagh.

“Since morning, those 
dismissed from their jobs 
after the BDR mutiny and 
their families gathered in 
the Shaheed Minar area. 
They were attempting to 
march towards Jamuna 
but were stopped in 
front of Shahbagh Police 
Station, where they stayed 
until 5:30pm,” said Khalid 
Mansur, officer-in-charge 
of the police station.

He said traffic movement 
returned to normal after 
the evening.

A small delegation, 
including Mahin Sarker, 
went to the Chief Adviser’s 
Office and submitted a 
memorandum. 

According to the 
memorandum, their other 
demands include the 

formation of a fair and 
impartial investigation 
committee to probe the 
deaths of 74 people, 
including 57 army officers, 
10 BDR members, and 
seven civilians, in the 2009 
Pilkhana massacre. 

They also demanded the 
reinstatement of all BDR 
officials and trainees of 
the 76th batch, who were 
dismissed after the mutiny, 
with full pay and other 
benefits.

The family members 
appealed to the chief 
adviser, describing the dire 
circumstances faced by 
the sacked BDR members. 
Many are reportedly living 
in inhumane conditions, 
facing social neglect, 
contempt, and mental 
health issues, with some 
even resorting to suicide.

23 accused get
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General Md Abdul Jabbar 
Bhuiyan represented the 
state during hearing.

Mamun told the court 
that there is no specific 
allegation against the 
accused of their involvement 
in the incident. He said the 
informant, who filed the 
case, is not a family member 
of the people who were 
killed or injured in the clash.    

Most of the accused 
are over 80. Among 
them, some are former 
secretaries, university 
professors and people who 
held important positions 
and it is not possible for 
them to be involved in any 
clash, he argued.

Jabbar Bhuiyan told 
the court there should not 
be any faction among the 
Tabligh Jamaat men.

After the HC passed 
the orders, Mamun spoke 
to media on the Supreme 
Court premises.

He said even the HC, 
during the hearing, has 
said everyone holds a deep 
respect for the Tabligh 
Jamaat members due to 
their devotion to Allah, 
and they should avoid any 
divisions among themselves.

Mamun said the 
gathering of the Tabligh 
Jamaat devotees in 
Bangladesh is the second 
largest congregation of 
Muslims after the hajj. 
But unfortunately, the 
Tabligh Jamaat devotees 
split in two factions due to 
misunderstanding among 
themselves.

The previous and current 
government have tried to 
reunite them. As they could 
not reunite, the government 
arranged two separate 
gatherings for them at the 
Ijtema ground, he said.

“In the bone-chilling cold 
of early morning, people 
gather for Akheri Munajat 
... We urge you, Tabligh 
Jamaat devotees, to come 
together and put aside any 
divisions and fractions, as 
the Tabligh Jamaat is held 
in high regard and is widely 
accepted by the people of 
this country. Religious-
minded individuals have 
great affection for them,” he 
added, urging the factions 
to reunite.

North shivers in cold
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Weather Observatory, said 
the lowest temperature 
in Dinajpur yesterday was 
15 degrees Celsius in the 
morning, with 89 percent 
humidity.

“Although there was 
no fog, the wind speed 
increased from 2 kmph early 
morning to 8-10 kmph by 
9:00am yesterday, making 
temperatures feel much 
colder. The temperature 
may drop further by 5-7 
degrees Celsius in the 
daytime and 2-3 degrees 
Celsius at night over the 
next few days,” he said.

The Rangpur 
Meteorological Office 
reported minimum 
temperatures of 15.7 degrees 
Celsius in Lalmonirhat, 15 
degrees in Kurigram, and 
15.5 degrees in Rangpur 
yesterday morning.

The absence of sunlight 
and overcast skies 
intensified the cold.

“It was impossible to work 
in the field in the morning. I 
managed to go at noon but 

couldn’t continue due to the 
cold,” said Anwar Hossain, 
55, a farmer from Fulgach 
village in Lalmonirhat Sadar 
upazila.

Streets in Lalmonirhat 
town were mostly deserted, 
while outdoor activities in 
Dinajpur came to a halt due 
to the cold wind and drizzle.

Khalek Mia, a rickshaw 
puller in Lalmonirhat 
town, said there were few 
passengers as most people 
stayed home in this weather.

“I earned less than half 
of my daily income. Still, I 
had to come out; otherwise, 
how’d I feed my family?” he 
asked.

Delwar Hossain, an auto-
rickshaw driver in Dinajpur 
town, echoed him.

“The drizzle made it 
worse. Hardly a few could 
brave this weather and go 
outside for a livelihood. 
If it rains more, the cold 
will become even more 
unbearable,” said Md Abdur 
Razzak of North Gosaipur 
village in Dinajpur Sadar 
upazila.

Hasina’s visa
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Bangladesh’s sovereignty 
and disregards the 
sacrifices made for the 
country’s independence 
and democracy.

Indian media reports 
suggest that India 
extended Hasina’s visa 
following a formal request 
for her extradition from 
Bangladesh’s interim 
government. A note verbale 
was sent to India’s Ministry 
of External Affairs on 
December 23 to this effect.

Hasina, 77, has been 
residing in India since 
August last year after 
fleeing Bangladesh amid 
widespread protests that 
led to her resignation.

CMCH admits
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“We found evidence of hill 
cutting. After the hearing, 
the DoE will take legal action 
against those responsible,” 
said Urmi Sarker, assistant 
director of the DoE 
(Chattogram metro unit).

During a visit to the site, 
this correspondent observed 
that the hill’s slope had been 
levelled. Two excavators were 
seen at the spot.

“We are installing 
cement blocks on the 
slope,” said a worker, 
speaking anonymously.

According to Forest 
Department data, the 
CMCH authority only had 
permission to cut trees on 
flat land.

“We approved tree 
cutting on level land, but 
CMCH cut many trees on 
the hill without permission,” 
said Jaynal Abedin, assistant 
conservator of Forest 
Department, Chattogram 
North Forest Division.

The National Economic 
Council approved a Tk 284 
crore project on May 9 to 
construct the specialised 
burn and plastic surgery 
unit.

The new 150-bed unit 
will include outpatient 
and indoor departments, 
an emergency department, 
10 ICU beds, 20 HDU beds 
for adult patients, and five 
HDU beds for children.

The project, funded 
jointly by Bangladesh and 
China with contributions 
of Tk 104.93 crore and Tk 
179.83 crore, respectively, is 
set to be completed by June 
2026.

984 brick kilns
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from Bamonerbasa village 
in Aditmari upazila, has also 
suffered since selling the 
topsoil from his four bighas 
of farmland six years ago. 

“I have to deal with 
stagnant water while 
growing paddy, and weeds 
hinder crop growth. The 
land has become uneven 
and less fertile,” he said.

However, Rafiqul 
Islam, a brick kiln owner 
from Roumari upazila in 
Kurigram, denied allegations 
of pressuring farmers to sell 
topsoil. “We purchase topsoil 
from farmers for brick 
manufacturing and have not 
faced any objections from 
the agriculture department. 
Farmers willingly sell 
their topsoil,” he claimed.
Obaidur Rahman Mandal, 
additional director of DAE 
in Rangpur region, said, 
“DAE officials are working 
to raise awareness among 
farmers about not selling 
their farmland’s topsoil.”

She suffered
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On November 11, the 
Appellate Division stayed 
the HC decision and 
allowed Khaleda to file 
appeals challenging it. Her 
appeals seek to overturn 
the judgement and secure 
her acquittal.

The SC will continue 
hearing on the appeals 
today.

Gayeshwar 
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court set up at Bakshibazar 
Alia Madrasa near the Old 
Central Jail on Nazimuddin 
Road in Dhaka on January 
30, 2018. 

At that time, BNP leaders 
and activists were chanting 
slogans on the street near 
Paribagh. Then the leaders 
and activists clashed with 
the police.

Following the incident, 
Sub-inspector Md 
Mohibullah of Ramna Model 
Police Station filed a case.

After an investigation, 
SI Mohammad Saiful Islam 
Khan of the Detective 
Branch submitted a charge 
sheet against Gayeshwar 
and 172 other party men on 
January 29, 2020.


