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UNIVERSITY STUDENT UNIONS

Student bodies
split over polls
timing

ASHIK ABDULLAH APU and SIRAJUL ISLAM RUBEL

Govl preparing
for both nat’l,
local elections

Says chief adviser
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The interim government is simultaneously
preparing for national and local body
clections, Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad
Yunus told European Investment Bank

With Dhaka and Jahangirnagar universities gearing up for student union [FIB] Vice-
clections, the student bodies are now sharply divided over when the polls President  Nicola
should be held. Beer yesterday.

The Students Against Discrimination and Shibir are in favour of
clections without much delay as they are confident of winning.

The Chhatra Dal, on the other hand, is keen on delaying the elections
until the national polls because its leaders are yet to be “fully active” on
campuses, said insiders.

He said this
when Beer called
on him at state
guesthouse
Jamuna, according

Most of the left-wing student parties are also in favour of delaying the to the press wing of

election. They want to reform the structure of students’ union, popularly the Chief Adviser’s

known as chhatra sangsad, at DU Office.

and JU. - . Earlier, Prof Yunus said the national
During the July mass uprising, During the July elections would be held either at the end

most student bodies took part in

the protests, the face of which was of this year or by the first half of next year.

mass uprising, most

. A H He sought FIB’s help in tacklin;
Students Against Discrimination. stuc:e.nttgodlesttmt)k Tarique Rahman welcomes his mother BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia after her arrival at the Heathrow Corruption:gthe green trangtion in energ;%
Alter the fall of Awami League partin the protests, International Airport in London yesterday. PHOTO COURTESY: BNP SEE PAGE 2 COL 2
government in early August, the the face of which was
student bodies had disagreements Students Against
over different matters. Discrimination. After

to conduct the Ducsu (Dhaka

s ol commtce . A fall of Awami Khaleda and Ta rique Proof of graft, power

University Central  Students’ in early Augusg, rifts PY abuse f()und agalnSt
Union) polls on November 14, began to appear among reu n lte after 7 r S

2024, the student organisations the student bodies over 3 .

becae dided Various issucs. ) Hasina: DG of ACC
Dal, the pro BNP student body, The ex-PM was driven to the London Clinic STAFF CORRESPONDENT

have already graduated f DU :

agéeJEllJ.rgei‘n(}:c%rf?c;:r(e: nollosrgjdcnts and remained inactive on campuses by her son dlreCﬂY fI‘OIn HeathI‘OW The Anti-Corruption Commission has found clear

for many years, they fear losing, activists said. .
Abu Baker Majumder, a key SAD leader who is likely to run for a top STAFF CORRESPONDENT gl)l‘l"’;g; oht’lalrérlgeg éﬁ?ﬂ}egug)l"waf d and gave his
post, said, “Different kinds of organisations now coexist on campus. I ’ 1Us. )
i ; O TiE S i ohis < is ; t had been precisely 2,732 da)s since BNP The emotions, both joy and relief, that filled pppages . . .
SM Farhad, president of DU unit Shibir, said, “There is a level playing wlazllllll % es Q(ilelr day Clad in a golden saree, covered in a grey %e%ejpe t(()) :;;Eveegoégg ﬁzﬁvse‘fveithssozt:(l)lgi"1}11160Srarir(11;.1t10n.
field for everyone. We demapdv reforms o the Ducsu constitution and As she emerged out of the Heathrow ghayl, Kt‘lale(?a tenderly pla_ced her hapd onvlller The ACC has launched four investigations into the
elections by February. We believe the reforms can be made soon. son’s back, as they both smiled warmly, leaving allegations of abuse of power and corruption against

L PO International Airport in London on a ) ; . . .
horllddk:e gtlllder Ran?ﬁ(:hhftra ]l)all lelgders believe students’ union polls wheelchair, it was first her daughter-in-law onlﬁokers moved by the silent, yet heartfelt Hasina and her family members.
should be held alter the national elections. Zubaida Rahman who embraced her. exchange. On December 17, the commission began two

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5 Her son Tarique Rahman then slowly walked SEE PAGE 2 COL 2 SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

evidence that former prime minister Sheikh Hasina
abused power to amass wealth, said its Director General
Akhtar Hossain.
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As vegetables are unloaded at the capital’s Sadek Khan Krishi Market, the trucks carrying them occupy a portion

of the Gabtoli-Sadarghat-Beribandh Road, disrupting vehicular movement and creating tailbacks in the area. The 2 5q m wﬁq‘ SRR ‘qsﬁf

photo was taken yesterday morning. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON
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The interim government is set to TheBan .............. o)

. : o gladesh Independent Power Producers Association (BIPPA) . w W W ﬂ-ﬁr mﬁ

lgiirgﬁie t;e ilrrllgre(sztc;aitff(?aalgzmts(g has urged the government to clear half of its overdue payments, o Stel] a Bl 0O S

Vv S SavIngs 1Les amounting to Tk 9,000 crore, within the next 10 days or contend . mﬁ- m W mﬁ- m ﬁ‘m
?Op‘l’)‘?or ciilgfs;rznre)errecléer;tt gst ﬁtelgogg with disruptions to the electricity supply during Ramadan. * o “ﬂ e Mﬁm 31 3 o _q
L v 1 X In a letter signed by BIPPA President David Hasanat, the a

income group squeezed by the association said the Bangladesh Power Development Board (PDB) is o (e W@ ZW "Tl' Eaiﬂ ] m W ‘"Ca 0

clevated 1nﬂat10r111. ) obligated under power purchase agreements (PPA) to clear payments
At present, the interest rates within 45 days.

provided against the four savings However, payments have been delayed for more than five months m

certificates under the Department and the backlog has persisted for mor)e than three years. T ANNCI; m LAL m W L MEIL

of National Savings ranged from “The situation is critical,” the letter said, adding that the nation’s m m m m

11.04 percent to 11.76 percent. energy supply chain faces imminent collapse if payments are not
The savings instruments are: received within the timeframe

the five year Bangladesh savings Thiswill,inturn,haveasevefeandwidespreadimpact,jeopardising "!E £ EI I Iiil JER| TN O] 7eLH E WIS 1 IR

certificate, the three monthly
profit-bearing Sanchayapatra, the
five-year family savings certificate
and the five-year pensioners’
savings certificate.

The government will introduce
the new system for the savings

agricultural production, national food security, industrial output
and essential services to households during the crucial periods of the
irrigation season, Ramadan and summer, it said.

The unpaid dues prevent power producers from importing
furnace oil needed for electricity generation, according to Hasanat.

“If we don’t get at least half of our payments, we will not be able to
open letters of credit to import furnace oil in due time to generate
SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 adequate power during Ramadan,” he said.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2
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PASSPORT INDEX 2025
Bangladesh in
bottom 7

Shares 100th spot with Libya, Palestine

notches in the global passport
ranking for 2025, now standing
at 100th place, according to the

latest index released by UK-based firm Henley & Partners

yesterday.

With this ranking, Bangladeshis now hold the 7th

weakest passport globally.

Based on data from the International Air Transport
Association (IATA) and backed up by in-house research,
the index ranks all 199 of the world’s most powerful
passports based on how many of 227 global travel
destinations they grant visa-free access to.

Bangladeshi passport holders currently have visa-free
or visa-on-arrival access to 40 countries, down from 42
destinations in the previous year. This places Bangladesh
in the same rank as Libya and the Palestinian Territories,
a slight decline from last year’s 97th position when it

shared the spot with North Korea.

In South Asia, the Maldives, placed at 53rd position,
holds the highest ranking. It is followed by India, Bhutan
and Sri Lanka, placed respectively at 85th, 90th and 96th
positions. Nepal and Pakistan rank just below Bangladesh

at 101st and 103rd positions.

At the top of the index, Singapore ranks first, granting

|

=

its passport holders visa-free access to 195 destinations.

Japan follows in second place, allowing its citizens to

SEE PAGE 6 COL 7

Chief Advisor Professor Muhammad Yunus at a meeting with Vice President of European Investment Bank Nicola Beer at the
state guest house Jamuna yesterday.

PHOTO: PID

Police have arrested
a freedom fighter in
Tangail’s
for
involvement in
an
procession  of
Anti-Discrimination
Student
on August 3.

However, his
family members claimed that the 72-year-
old freedom fighter Aiyub Khan had been
falsely implicated in a case filed over the
attack.

In the case statement, Aiyub Khan has
been shown as a 32-year-old.

Aiyub is the former president of Ward-
7 of the Jadavpur union unit of Awami
League in Sakhipur upazila and is the
135th accused in the case.

Aiyub’s family members claimed that
he was not even present in Sakhipur on

Ireedom fighter
held over attack
on students’
procession

Family says he was framed;
case docs show his age as 32

Sakhipur
his alleged
attack on a

the

Movement

Aiyub Khan

SEE PAGE 6 COL 3

Interest rate
on savings
certificates
to be raised

FROM PAGE 1

certificates which will be linked to the
government’s treasury bond interest
rates.

The new system will be effective
from January 1, said a finance
ministry oflicial, adding that the
official notification would come soon.

The chief adviser has approved
the new system and the relevant
documents have been sent to the
Internal Resources Division of the
finance ministry for issuing the
notification.

According to the proposal,
the interest rates against savings
certificates will be fixed following
the weighted average interest rates
of the five-year and two-year treasury
bonds.

The interest rates against the
treasury bonds will be reviewed
every six months and the savings
certificates’ interest rates will be re-
fixed.

Besides, in case of re-fixing
the interest rates against savings
certificates, a premium of at most
50 basis points will be added to the
weighted average treasury bond
interest rates.

There are three types of interest
ceilings for the four savings
certificates at present.

As per the new system, the interest
rate against the five-year Bangladesh
savings certificate will be 12.4 percent
for up to Tk 7.5 lakh. For savings of Tk
7.5 lakh and above, the interest rate
will be 12.37 percent.

At present, a beneficiary gets
11.28 percent interest for up to Tk 15
lakh after the maturity period, 10.30
percent for between Tk 15 lakh and
Tk 30 lakh, and 9.3 percent for more
than Tk 30 lakh.

In the case of the three monthly
profit-bearing Sanchayapatra, the
new interest rate will be 12.3 percent
to 12.25 percent. Under the existing
system, the interest rates are 11.04 (o
9 percent.

In the case of the family savings
certificate, the new interest rates will
be from 12.5 to 12.37 percent while
the existing interest rates are 11.5 to
9.5 percent.

Also, the interest rates against the
pensioners’ scheme will be 12.55 to
12.37 percent under the new system.
At present, it is 11.76 to 9.75 percent.

Meanwhile, interest rates against
the other savings instruments
-~ the wage earners bond, the US
dollar investment bond and the US
dollar premium bond -- will remain
unchanged.

Proof of graft

FROM PAGE 1

investigations into allegations that
Hasina, her son Sajeeb Wazed Joy,
and sister Sheikh Rehana and her
daughter Tulip Siddiq embezzled Tk
80,000 crore from different projects.

The anti-graft body on December
22 decided to look into allegations
that Hasina and Joy laundered $300
million.

On December 26, ACC launched
another investigation into the
allegations of abuse ol power (o
obtain plots of land against Hasina
and her close family members.

Khaleda and Tarique
reunite after 7yrs

FROM PAGE 1

Mohammad Hazrat Ali Khan, acting
high commissioner of Bangladesh
to the United Kingdom, and several
leaders of UK BNP also greeted the
party chiefl at the airport with flowers.

Accompanied by Zubaida, Tarique,
acting chairman of BNP who had been
living in London with his family since
2008, then took it upon himself to
drive his mother to the London Clinic
directly from the airport.

The former prime minister was then
admitted there.

This marks Khaleda’s first overseas
trip since July 16, 2017, when she
last traveled to London for medical
treatment. She had spent three months
with her family and celebrated Fid-ul-

Azha that year.
The 79-year-old former prime
minister departed from Hazrat

Shahjalal International Airport around
1:46pm on Tuesday (January 7),
heading to London via Doha on the
Qatar Royal Family’s Airbus A319 air
ambulance arranged by the Emir of
Qatar.

She arrived at Heathrow at 2:55pm
(Bangladesh time) after a 15-hour
journey.

A 15-member team, including
Syeda Sharmila Rahman, the wife of
Khaleda’s late son Arafat Rahman
Koko; doctors, air ambulance
specialists, party leaders, personal
staffers, and caregivers accompanied
her on the journey.

The air ambulance took off an hour
and 46 minutes late, as Khaleda’s
convoy moved slowly amidst the huge

crowd of BNP leaders and activists
lining the streets.

The BNP chief’s eventual departure
only became possible after the fall
of the AL regime on August 5, 2024,
signaling a major shift in the country’s
political landscape. She was fully freed
by an order from President Mohammed
Shahabuddin the very next day, paving
the way for her overseas treatment.

A three-time former prime minister,
Khaleda has been battling multiple
health issues, including liver cirrhosis,
diabetes, arthritis, and complications
involving her kidneys, lungs, heart and
eyes.

Doctors from Bangladesh handed
over Khaleda’s medical documents
to UK-based specialists, who have
reviewed all necessary tests and records
to plan her next steps for treatment,
according (o party sources.

Speaking to reporters yesterday, her
personal physician and BNP standing
committee member AZM Zahid
Hossain said the Khaleda will be under
the supervision of Dr Patrick Kennedy,
a consultant of gastroenterology and
hepatology at the London Clinic.

Dr Kennedy, a globally recognised
expert in liver diseases, is known for his
pioneering work in viral liver conditions
and holds a special interest in treating
complex liver-related ailments.

Zahid earlier said Khaleda’s next
course of treatment will be determined
after the doctors in London assess her
health status, adding that she may
require a liver transplant because of
the cirrhosis and the entire treatment
process, including recovery, may take

several months.

Her medical board in Dhaka said
she might have to be taken to Johns
Hopkins University Hospital for further
treatment but only if the London Clinic
doctors recommend it.

Also battling several lawsuits,
Khaleda was jailed in a corruption case
on February 8, 2018.

In April 2019, her health deteriorated
due to inadequate medical treatment.
She was released from prison after
776 days on March 26, 2020, amid the
Covid-19 pandemic.

The AL government temporarily
released her on an executive order,
suspending her sentence on the
condition that she remain at her
Gulshan residence and not leave the
country. The term of her release had
been extended several times.

In April 2021, she contracted
Covid-19 and recovered while under
treatment at home. However, as the
other health complications surfaced,
she was admitted to Evercare Hospital
several times.

On October 26,2023, a team of three
specialist doctors from the United
States performed the transjugular
intrahepatic  portosystemic  shunt
procedure to address the fluid
accumulation in her stomach and
chest, as well as a bleed in the liver.

Senior BNP leaders, who, along with
other activists, have campaigned for
Khaleda’s access to proper medical
care over the past five years, said her
medical trip to London is a pivotal
moment for the party.

Power producers warn ol supply disruption

FROM PAGE 1

The letter comes after BIPPA leaders
met Power Secretary Farzana Mamtaz
earlier this week to press home their
demand.

“It was the third meeting with the
ministry high-ups since November,
and we have been notifying [them]
continuously to settle the issues
before the upcoming Ramadan to
keep the power situation normal,”
Hasanat said.

In the letter, BIPPA also raised
concerns about significant financial
losses caused by the devaluation of
the taka against the dollar.

The IPPs have incurred more than
Tk 8,000 crore in losses due to taka
devaluation and delayed interest
payments, the letter said.

“These losses have eroded financial
confidence among lenders,” the letter
said.

Hasanat provided an example of

how delayed payments exacerbate
exchange rate losses.

“When we submitted the bills, the
exchange rate was Tk 118. But by the
time we received the payments, it had
risen to Tk 126,” he said.

The letter also addressed the
imposition of liquidated damages,
a form of monetary penalties or
compensation, by the PDB on power
plants unable (0 meet electricity
demand. BIPPA described the claims
as “arbitrary”.

According to Section 13.2(j)(i) of
the PPA, the PDB’s right to dispatch
power is suspended if payments
remain overdue for more than 10
business days.

Despite the provision, IPPs have
continued supplying electricity, even
while facing significant financial
difficulties, the letter said.

BIPPA members recently received
notices from the PDB regarding

claims for liquidated damages (LDs).

After secking legal advice, they
concluded that the claims violated
the terms outlined in the PPA.

The association called on the
PDB to comply with contractual
provisions to avoid further instability
in the sector.

PDB  Chairman Md Rezaul
Karim acknowledged the financial
constraints preventing the immediate
clearance of all overdue payments.

“We lack the financial capacity
right now to make all the payments.”

The PDB has sought assistance
from the finance division to clear
the dues and is making payments in
phases alongside regular monthly
settlements.

“We both have issues that need
to be resolved collaboratively. There
is no room for either side to take a
hardline stance,” Karim said.

Govt preparing for both nat’l, local elections

FROM PAGE 1

and formulating a broader plan for
the Sundarbans mangrove forest and
the surrounding region and river
system.

The chief adviser also sought
EIB support in building facilities at
Chittagong Port for the development
of the people in eastern Bangladesh
and water management in northern
Bangladesh.

He said the development of the
port will also benefit eastern India
and Myanmar.

Beer assured of EIB help in
carrying out vital reforms the

government has undertaken. “We
have come in a very challenging time;
we back the interim government and
its reform agenda.”

Pledging support, she said the EU
has the technical expertise.

During the visit, Prof Yunus
recalled his meeting with EU
President Ursula von der Leyen
on the sidelines of the UN General
Assembly in New York in September
last year when they had discussed
possible areas of support in the fight
against corruption and Bangladesh’s
increased shift towards renewable
energy from fossil fuel.

He also noted his recent meeting
with EU envoys in December last year
when many areas of cooperation
were discussed.

Special Envoy to Chiel Adviser
Lutfey Siddiqi, Bangladesh
Investment Development Authority
Chairman Ashik Mahmud
Chowdhory, Senior Secretary for
SDG Affairs lLamiya Morshed,
Economic Relations Division
Secretary Shahriar Kader Siddiky,
and EU Ambassador Michael Miller,
were among others, present on the
occasion.

Student bodies split over

polls timing

FROM PAGE 1
Its leaders think that the BNP will do
very well in the national election and
it would give the student body some
advantage.

DU Chhatra Dal General Secretary
Nahiduzzaman Shipon said the
environment on campus was not yet
conducive for polls.

He referred to the instances of
campus vigilantism and what many
have termed as “moral policing”.

“We urge the university authorities
to prepare for polls once the
situation is normal. That would
ensure the participation of all
student organisations and foster a
competitive atmosphere,” he said.

The Ducsu grants excessive power
to the vice-chancellor, and it should
be changed, he said.

REFORM OF CHARTER

FIRST AT JU

SAD leaders demand that the date for
election should be set now.

JU authorities formed a five-
member election commission.

Shah M Faysal Hossain, joint
convener of JU Chhatra Dal, said
constitutional and administrative
reforms should be made before the
Jucsu polls.

“We will soon discuss our reform
proposals  with  the university
authorities,” he told The Daily Star.

Bangladesh ~ Chhatra  Union,
Samajtantrik Chhatra Front, Biplobi
Chhatra Maitri, and several cultural
organisations, also have similar
demands. The Chhatra Dal and these
organisations demand that Shibir
should not be allowed to participate
in the election.

Ameeting onJucsu ended abruptly
on November 19 over disagreements
on the matter.

Riddha Anindya Ganguly, general
secretary of the JU Bangladesh
Chhatra Union, said, “We appreciate
the administration’s willingness to
hold the Jucsu election. But necessary
reforms must be made first.”

Riddha said Shibir was banned at
JUin1989 by 22 student organisations
for its involvement in a murder.

“But if Shibir takes accountability
and publicly apologises for its
past crimes, we may consider
acknowledging its political activities,”

she said.

Sojib Ahmed Zenich, convener
of JU Samajtantrik Chhatra Front,
said, “A committee must be formed
to update the outdated Jucsu
constitution. Additionally, the
university authorities must create a
fair, dorm-wise database of students.”

The JU unit of the SAD has yet to
clarify its reform proposals, but stress
that the election schedule should be
announced soon.

“The administration must ensure
the election schedule is announced
on February 1,” said Touhid Siam,
member secretary of the platform’s
JU unit.

Moniruzzaman, chief election
commissioner of Jucsu polls, said,
“If the student bodies seek reforms,
they may discuss the matter with
the university administration. The
Election Commission has no role in
this. The election schedule is set to be
announced on February 1.”
RAJSHAHI AND CHITTAGONG
Salahuddin Ammar, coordinator
of the RU SAD, said, “We want
a roadmap (o the Rucsu polls
immediately. Delays may make the
campus unstable.”

Abdullah Masud, president of the
Bangladesh Chhatra Union’s RU unit,
said the vice-chancellor announced
that Rucsu polls would be held within
five months, but the three months
have already passed.

“There is still a lot of ambiguity
about the entire electoral process,” he
added.

RU VC Saleh Hasan Naqib,
however, said that they are hopeful of
announcing a roadmap to the polls
by mid-January.

At CU, Leaders and members
of various student organisations,
including  SAD, JCD, Shibir,
Chhatra Adhikar Parishad, Chhatra
Andolon and Chhatra Union are
demonstrating for holding elections.

Kamal Uddin, pro-vice chancellor
(administration), said the university
formed a committee which will work
for holding the polls.

The committee will recommend
necessary reforms, he said.

[Sakib Ahmed and Nurahsan
Mridul also contributed to this
report|

Grameen Bank ownership

FROM PAGE 12
Awami League government.

Its founder Muhammad Yunus,
now the chief adviser of the interim
government, was forced to resign
from Grameen Bank as managing
director in 2011 after the government
stated that his age exceeded the
retirement age for public servants.

In the proposed amendment, the
government is seeking to empower
the board of the microcredit lender
to approve the resignation of its
directors and managing director. At
present, the approval has to come
from the government.

The new arrangement will
significantly increase control for the
bank’s microcredit borrowers and
reduce the involvement of the state in
the affairs of the institution.

The Sheikh Hasina-led government
became highly involved in the
workings of Grameen Bank in 2011.

Initially, Grameen Bank members
had a 60 percent stake and the
government the rest. Later, the
government’s stake was reduced to
25 percent while the shares of the
members went up to 75 percent.

In reality, the ratio of paid-up
capital given by the government and
the members of the bank came down
to 3.29 percent and 96.71 percent
respectively by the end of 2010.

The government later injected
funds to raise its stakes to 25 percent.

After the proposed changes are
passed, the ratio of shares of Grameen
Bank members will rise to 95 percent.

In early October, the interim
government reinstated a  tax
exemption for Grameen Bank until
December 2029.

Grameen Bank enjoyed the tax
exemption from its inception in 1983
as its activities are primarily focused
on poverty alleviation. The benefit is
typically renewed every five years and
was last extended until December
2020.

The previous government did
not extend the exemption after that
period.

Officials at the FID said they have
given some observations to the
Grameen Bank authority.

“We will hold another meeting
after we get the response from the
bank,” said a senior official of FID.
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SABOTAGE CASE
Gayeshwar,
Rizvi among
173 BNP men
discharged

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka tribunal yesterday
discharged a total of 173
leaders and activists of BNP
- including its standing
committee member
Gayeshwar Chandra Roy
and senior joint secretary
general Ruhul Kabir Rizvi
- from a case filed over
sabotage charges in 2018.

Judge Shihabul Islam of
Dhaka Special Tribunal-16
passed the order after their
lawyers submitted separate
petitions for discharging
them from the case.

BNP leader Advocate
Zainul Abedin, Barrister
Kayser Kamal, and Shama
Obayed are also among the
accused.

According o the
case statement, BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia
was returning home after
appearing at a special

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

North shivers

STAR REPORT

Sagar Islam, a farmer of Tegra village under Dinajpur’s
Biral upazila, has been looking to hire farm labourers to
prepare lands for Boro cultivation.

However, amid the ongoing cold wave, he has been
struggling to find anyone to work in open fields.

“Hardly anyone is willing to work in this severe cold,
and many are demanding extra pay,” he said. “But I need
to prepare the land, as time is running out,” he lamented.

The severe cold weather in northern districts, including
Dinajpur and Lalmonirhat, has disrupted lives and
livelihoods.

In Dinajpur, cold winds from the Himalayas, overcast
skies, and slight drizzle since Tuesday night have caused
significant hardship. Most residents stayed indoors,
seeking warmth under blankets or around fires.

Those who could not afford to stay home, especially
low-income people and daily wage earners, suffered
greatly while working outside in the biting cold.

Tofazzal Hossain, acting officer at the Dinajpur Regional

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

IJTEMA CLASH
23 accused get
anticipatory
bail from HC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday
granted anticipatory bail
to 23 accused, followers of
the Tabligh Jamaat faction
aligned with Maulana
Saad Kandhalvi, in a case

) 3 STAFF CORRESPONDENT
filed over the death of

Dismissed BDR
members, families
demand justice

Continue sit-in at Shaheed
Minar, warn of ‘Shahbagh
blockade’ if demands not met

A mother gently cradles her child, wrapped snugly in a shawl, shielding them from the chill of a winter morning. The photo was taken in the
capital’s Farmgate yesterday while they were returning home from school together.

PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

Secure Dhaka airport
Irom bird strikes

Urge flight safety oflicials at workshop

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

airlines yesterday expressed concerns
over bird strike hazards at Dhaka’s
Hazrat  Shahjalal  International
Airport (HSIA) and urged regulators
(o take action to address the issue.

They said the airport is
particularly prone to bird strikes.

At a workshop organised by
the Civil Aviation Authority of
Bangladesh (CAAB), safety officials
from four airlines also highlighted
the challenges posed by low visibility
during winter due to dense fog,
which often forces flight diversions
and causes passenger inconvenience.

They suggested upgrading the
airport’s Instrument Landing System
(ILS) from Category 1to Category 2 (o
address the visibility issue.

The workshop was organised by
CAAB at its auditorium, following
recent aviation disasters, including
South Korea’s Jeju Air plane crash
on December 29, which killed 179
people on board.

According to an Al Jazeera report,
the pilot had reported a bird strike
moments before the plane crashed.

four devotees at the Biswa
Iljtema ground in Tongi on
December 18 last year.

The HC bench of Justice
Muhammad Mahbub
Ul Islam and Justice Md
Hamidur Rahman granted
them anticipatory bail till
submission of the police
report in the case.

The court passed the
order after holding hearing
on two bail petitions filed
by the accused.

Barrister Abdullah Al
Mamun accompanied by
lawyers Shahin Hawlader
and Khaja Tanvir Ahmed
placed arguments on
behalf of the petitioners,
while Additional Attorney

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

tribunal-2 of Dhaka.

Star.

our protest,” he said.

Families of the dismissed BDR (now Border Guard
Bangladesh) members have vowed not to back out of
their seven-point demand, including bail or release of
innocent members of the paramilitary force arrested
after the 2009 Pilkhana massacre.

They have decided to spend the night at the Central
Shaheed Minar to press home their demands, which
also include the withdrawal of all false cases filed after
the incident against the force members.

The family members warned they would “blockade
Shahbagh” if their demands remained unmet, during
today’s (Thursday) hearing at the metropolitan special

Mahin Sarker, a member of the executive committee
of Students Against Discrimination, who joined the
protesters, confirmed the developments to The Daily

“We will wait for the court orders. If the demands
are not met, then we will block Shahbagh and continue

Mahin said, “Some 2,000 people, including the

Bird strikes are common
in Bangladeshi airports.
The presence of waste
collection centres,
landfills, and dense
bushes near the airport
area attracts birds,
particularly black Kkites,
posing significant risks of
bird strikes.

Anwarul Haq Beg
Professor at Sher-e-Bangla
Agricultural University

Aviation experts said bird strikes
during take-offs and landings are
particularly dangerous as they can
cause jet engines to lose thrust,
potentially leading to accidents.

Biman Bangladesh Airlines

officials said bird strikes, though
not fatal, frequently damage their
aircraft at HSIA and other airfields.

Officials of other airlines said
bird strikes have become frequent
at Dhaka airport, resulting in
significant financial losses.

Presenting his paper, Capt
Intekhab Hossain, deputy chief
of flight safety at Biman, noted 10
major bird strike incidents between
May 2023 and May 2024.

Referring to the Jeju Air crash, he
urged CAAB to implement measures
to deter birds in and around the
airport to avoid such accidents.

Capt AAMA Shahsuzzaman,
head of safety management at US-
Bangla Airlines, said HSIA’s bird
strike rate is three times higher
than the global average.

Citing International Air
Transport Agency data from
January 2023 to October 2024, he
said HSIA recorded 1.73 bird strikes
per 1,000 flights, compared to 0.5
at other international airports.

Talking to reporters, Capt
Kamrul Islam, head of safety at Air
Astra, said bird strikes can occur

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON, AMRAN HOSSAIN

Families of dismissed BDR (now BGB) members gather at the Central Shaheed
Minar in Dhaka yesterday, demanding justice for the victims of the 2009 Pilkhana

massacre, and reinstatement of dismissed personnel. Police intercept their

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

procession at Shahbagh, inset, while they were marching towards the state guest
house Jamuna, the chief adviser’s residence.
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‘She sullered in
jail, was deprived

of treatment’
Khaleda’s lawyers tell SC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia’s lawyers yesterday told the
Supreme Court that she (Khaleda) suffered in jail and was
humiliated and deprived of proper treatment for many
years because of the Zia Orphanage Trust case, which was
filed on false allegations.

“There was no evidence in support of the allegations
brought in the case... I went to the authorities concerned
for her proper treatment but she did not get it,” senior
advocate Zainul Abedin, a lawyer for Khaleda Zia, said.

He said this while presenting arguments before a
five-member bench headed by Chief Justice Syed Refaat
Ahmed during the second day’s hearing on Khaleda’s
appeals against a 2018 High Court verdict that increased
her jail sentence from five to ten years.

Khaleda’s another lawyer AM Mahbub Uddin Khokon
said this was a politically motivated case.

He appealed to the apex court to grant the appeal and
acquit her from the charges.

The former prime minister, aged 79, landed in jail on
February 8, 2018, after a Dhaka special court sentenced
her to five years in the case.

While five other accused, including her son Tarique
Rahman, were given 10 vyears’ imprisonment for
misappropriating over Tk 2.1 crore intended for orphans,
the special court cited Khaleda’s age and status to impose
a lighter sentence. SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

Special cell on July
uprising formed
It will ensure rehabilitation

of victims, documentation
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-discrimination Student Movement
yesterday formed a special cell on the July mass
uprising to ensure medical care for the injured
and rehabilitation of the martyrs’ families,
documentation of the uprising, bringing the
attackers under trial and building a martyrdom
memorial.

Arif Sohel, member secretary of the platform,
made the announcement before the journalists at
its central office in the capital’s Banglamotor.

“We thought the interim government and
others would work giving the highest priority to
those who were martyred and injured in the July
mass uprising. The initiatives taken in this regard
are completely inadequate,” said Arif.

“We are not able to properly evaluate the
injured brothers and sisters and martyrs due to
various reasons. That is very sad for us. Because
the freedom we enjoy today is only because of
their sacrifice,” he also said.

The events of the July uprising are also not
being properly documented, added Arif.

THE CELL
Hasan Imam, who is associated with the student
platform, was made the secretary of the cell.

The cell consists of four teams. Of the teams,
a 19-member one will work for medical care and
rehabilitation, a 16-member team will make the
documentation, a five-member team of lawyers
will accelerate trial proceedings and an eight-
member team will work for the memorial.
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CMCHadmits  North shivers in cold Dismissed BDR

FROM PAGE 5
“We found evidence of hill
cutting. After the hearing,
the DoE will take legal action
against those responsible,”
said Urmi Sarker, assistant
director of the DoE
(Chattogram metro unit).
During a visit to the site,
this correspondent observed
that the hill’s slope had been
levelled. Two excavators were

seen at the spot.

“We are installing
cement blocks on the
slope,” said a worker,

speaking anonymously.

According to Forest
Department data, the
CMCH authority only had
permission to cut trees on
flat land.

“We  approved tree
cutting on level land, but
CMCH cut many trees on
the hillwithout permission,”
said Jaynal Abedin, assistant
conservator  of  Forest
Department, Chattogram
North Forest Division.

The National Economic
Council approved a Tk 284
crore project on May 9 to
construct the specialised
burn and plastic surgery
unit.

The new 150-bed unit
will include outpatient
and indoor departments,
an emergency department,
10 ICU beds, 20 HDU beds
for adult patients, and five
HDU beds for children.

The project, funded
jointly by Bangladesh and
China with contributions
of Tk 104.93 crore and Tk
179.83 crore, respectively, is
set to be completed by June
2026.

984 brick kilns

FROM PAGE 5

from Bamonerbasa village
in Aditmari upazila, has also
suffered since selling the
topsoil from his four bighas
of farmland six years ago.

“I have to deal with
stagnant  water  while
growing paddy, and weeds
hinder crop growth. The
land has become uneven
and less fertile,” he said.

However, Rafiqul
Islam, a brick kiln owner
from Roumari upazila in
Kurigram, denied allegations
of pressuring farmers to sell
topsoil. “We purchase topsoil
from farmers for brick
manufacturing and have not
faced any objections from
the agriculture department.
Farmers  willingly  sell
their topsoil,” he claimed.
Obaidur Rahman Mandal,
additional director of DAE
in Rangpur region, said,
“DAE officials are working
(o raise awareness among
farmers about not selling
their farmland’s topsoil.”

FROM PAGE 3
Weather Observatory, said
the lowest temperature

in Dinajpur yesterday was
15 degrees Celsius in the
morning, with 89 percent
humidity.

“Although  there was
no fog, the wind speed
increased from 2 kmph early
morning to 810 kmph by
9:00am yesterday, making
temperatures feel much
colder. The temperature
may drop f[urther by 57
degrees Celsius in the
daytime and 2-3 degrees
Celsius at night over the
next few days,” he said.

The Rangpur
Meteorological Office
reported minimum

temperatures of 15.7 degrees
Celsius in Lalmonirhat, 15
degrees in Kurigram, and
15.5 degrees in Rangpur
yesterday morning.

The absence of sunlight
and overcast skies
intensified the cold.

“It was impossible to work
in the field in the morning.
managed to go at noon but

couldn’t continue due to the
cold,” said Anwar Hossain,
55, a farmer from Fulgach
village in Lalmonirhat Sadar
upazila.

Streets in Lalmonirhat
town were mostly deserted,
while outdoor activities in
Dinajpur came to a halt due
to the cold wind and drizzle.

Khalek Mia, a rickshaw
puller in Lalmonirhat
town, said there were few
passengers as most people
stayed home in this weather.

“I earned less than half
of my daily income. Still, I
had to come out; otherwise,
how’d I feed my family?” he
asked.

Delwar Hossain, an auto
rickshaw driver in Dinajpur
town, echoed him.

“The drizzle made it
worse. Hardly a few could
brave this weather and go
outside for a livelihood.
If it rains more, the cold
will become even more
unbearable,” said Md Abdur
Razzak of North Gosaipur
village in Dinajpur Sadar
upazila.

23 accused get

FROM PAGE 3
General Md Abdul Jabbar
Bhuiyan represented the
state during hearing.
Mamun told the court
that there is no specific
allegation  against  the
accused of their involvement
in the incident. He said the
informant, who filed the
case, is not a family member
of the people who were
killed or injured in the clash.
Most of the accused

are over 80. Among
them, some are former
secretaries, university

professors and people who
held important positions
and it is not possible for
them to be involved in any
clash, he argued.

Jabbar Bhuiyan told
the court there should not
be any faction among the
Tabligh Jamaat men.

After the HC passed
the orders, Mamun spoke
to media on the Supreme
Court premises.

He said even the HC,
during the hearing, has
said everyone holds a deep
respect for the Tabligh
Jamaat members because
of their devotion to Allah,
and they should avoid any
divisions among themselves.

Mamun said the
gathering of the Tabligh
Jamaat devotees in
Bangladesh is the second

largest congregation of
Muslims after the hajj.
But unfortunately, the

Tabligh Jamaat devotees
split in two factions due to
misunderstanding among
themselves.

The previous and current
government have tried to
reunite them. As they could
not reunite, the government
arranged  two  separate
gatherings for them at the
[jtema ground, he said.

“In the bone-chilling
cold of early morning,
people gather for Akheri
Munajat .. We urge you,
Tabligh Jamaat devotees,
to come together and put
aside any divisions..., as the
Tabligh Jamaat is held in
high regard and is widely
accepted by the people of
this country. Religious-
minded individuals have
great affection for them,” he
added, urging the factions
o reunite.

Gayeshwar

FROM PAGE 3

court set up at Bakshibazar
Alia Madrasa near the Old
Central Jail on Nazimuddin
Road in Dhaka on January
30, 2018.

At that time, BNP leaders
and activists were chanting
slogans on the street near
Paribagh. Then the leaders
and activists clashed with
the police.

Following the incident,
Sub-inspector Md
Mohibullah of Ramna Model
Police Station filed a case.

After an investigation,
SI Mohammad Saiful Islam
Khan of the Detective
Branch submitted a charge
sheet against Gayeshwar
and 172 other party men on
January 29, 2020.

FROM PAGE 3

family members of the BDR
members, are now holding
a sit-in programme at the
Shaheed Minar, and we
will continue through the
night.”

Farlier, they gathered at
the Shaheed Minar around
10:30am yesterday. Around
12:30pm, they brought out
a rally and headed towards
the state guest house
Jamuna, the chief adviser’s
residence, witnesses said.

However, the rally was
obstructed by the police at
Shahbagh.

“Since morning, those
dismissed from their jobs
after the BDR mutiny and
their families gathered in
the Shaheed Minar area.
They were attempting to
march towards Jamuna
but were stopped in
front of Shahbagh Police
Station, where they stayed
until 5:30pm,” said Khalid
Mansur, officer-in-charge
of the police station.

He said traffic movement
returned to normal after
the evening.

A small delegation,
including Mahin Sarker,
went to the Chief Adviser’s
Office and submitted a
memorandum.

According to the
memorandum, their other
demands include the

formation of a fair and

impartial investigation
committee to probe the
deaths of 74 people,

including 57 army officers,
10 BDR members, and
seven civilians, in the 2009
Pilkhana massacre.

They also demanded the
reinstatement of all BDR
officials and trainees of
the 76th batch, who were
dismissed after the mutiny,
with full pay and other
benefits.

The family members
appealed to the chief
adviser, describing the dire
circumstances faced by
the sacked BDR members.
Many are reportedly living
in inhumane conditions,
facing  social  neglect,
contempt, and mental
health issues, with some
even resorting to suicide.

She suffered

FROM PAGE 3
On November 11, the
Appellate Division stayed
the HC decision and
allowed Khaleda to file
appeals challenging it. Her
appeals seek to overturn
the judgement and secure
her acquittal.

The SC will continue
hearing on the appeals
today.

Secure Dhaka airport from bird

FROM PAGE 3

anytime  but  typically
occur during take-offs or
landings. The severity of
damage depends on the size
and number of birds or the
intensity of the collision.

Prof Anwarul Haq of
Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural
University, head of a
three-member committee
to detect seasonal bird
activity around HSIA, said
bird strikes are common in
Bangladeshi airports.

The presence of waste
collection centres, landfills,
and dense bushes nearby
attracts birds, particularly
black kites, posing
significant risks, he added.

Dense bushes in the
airport area are good
habitats for grasshoppers
and butterflies and attract
different types of birds to
the HSIA, he said.

He suggested using
modern and conventional
methods to deter birds, such
as removing food sources for
the birds and the insects and
clearing bushes and trees
where the birds nest, so the
birds seek alternative nesting
and feeding grounds.

On flight disruptions
caused by dense fog, Capt
Ashfaqg-Ur-Rahman Khan,
head of flight safety at
Novoair, said upgrading
ILS to Category 2 would

allow pilots to land in
low visibility, as now it’s
common for flights to
divert from HSIA to other
airports due to this issue.
“ILS is a radio signal
and lighting array-based

precision  system  that
provides pilots with
vertical and horizontal

guidance during landings
in thick fog. Its absence
wastes time, energy, and
money, causing passenger
suffering and financial
losses for airlines,” he said.

CAAB Chairman Air
Vice Marshal Monjur Kabir
Bhuiyan assured that steps
are being taken to improve
safety standards.

“We  understand  the
concerns and anxieties of the
public. I would like to assure
you that every possible step
is being taken to ensure the
highest standards of safety
in our airspace, as recent
tragic aviation disasters
remind us of the importance
of vigilance,” he said.

He urged the
airlines to adopt a “just
culture” to facilitate the
implementation of Safety
Management Systems
(SMS).

Group Captain Kamrul
Islam, executive director of
HSIA, said they are working
with Dhaka North City
Corporation to manage

open garbage and butcher
houses and to divert bird
habitats away from the
airport area. “We are also
implementing reactive,
proactive, and long-term
measures to address bird
strike hazards,” he added.

BNP factional

FROM PAGE 5

Other family members
accused Mostafizur’s group
of orchestrating the attack.

Mostafizur could not be
reached for comment.

He previously alleged
that Ruhul Amin’s group,
backed by Awami League
leaders, had attacked his
supporters earlier in the
week, injuring five of them.

Superintendent of Police
Mohammad Touhidul
Arif said additional police
personnel were deployed in
the area.

“The situation is now
under control,” he said.
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VACANCY NOTICE

World Health Organization (WHO) invites applications from the interested
and eligible candidates for the following position under following contractual

- Assistant (Education and Training) / G5
For further details on submission of applications including detailed post description

https://www.who.int/bangladesh/about-us/employment
https:/icareers.who.int/careersection/ex/jobsearch.ftl

Qualified female candidates are highly encouraged to apply.
WHO has a smoke-free environment and does not recruit smokers or other

Planning and Development Division
Khulna University, Khulna

Tender No. KU/PD-189/2017/ Date: 09/01/2025
e-Tender Notice No. 01/2024-2025
e-Tender is invited in the National eGP System Portal (hitp:/www eprocure gov bd) for the procurement of
Tender | Package No. Name of the Work Online Tender
1D Na. Closing and Opening
date
S5 KLU/PD- Procurement and Installation of Brand Computers (15) for| Date: 30-Jan-2025
193 3 1982024 |different labs of Khulna University, Khulna Time: 04 -00am
KU/PD- Procurement and Installaton of Radio Frequency| Date: 30-Jan-2025
1059541 | 5., 2024 Identification (RFIDY) Gate for Two Female Halls of Khulna I'ime: 03:00am
e University, Khulna
KU/PD- Procurement and Installation of Medical Equipment for| Date: 30-Jan-2025
1049623 | o nana Shahid Buddhi Jibi Dr. Alim Chowdhury Chikitsha Kendra T'ime: 03:30am
T [(Medical Center) of Khulna University
This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be L'I.i.'i.'{']}ll.’d i the National e-GP Pontal and no offline/hard
copies will be accepted To submit e-Tender, remstration m the National e-GP System  Portal
{httpSwewow eprocure, gov bd) 15 required. The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the National
e-GP System Portal have to be deposited online through any registered bank branches upto banking hours on

e-GP System. Further information and guidelines are available in the National ¢-GP System Portal and e-GP
help desk (helpdeski@meprocure gov bd )

BANGLADESH FREEDOM FIGHTERS’ WELFARE TRUST

Ministry of Liberation War Affairs

www.bffwt.gov.bd

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST (EOI)

Swadhinata Bhaban, 88, Motijheel Commercial Area, Dhaka-1000.

Selection of

Freedom Fighters” Welfare Trust.

1 Ministry Ministry of Liberation War Affairs.

2 | Mame of inviting Agency Bangiadesh Freedom Fighters® Welfare Trust (BFFWT), Dhaka.

3 Procuring entity name : | Bangladesh Freedom Fighters’ Welfare Trust.

4 | Expression of Interest for ¢ | AudivC.A firm for preparing report upon appraisal of movable and immovable properties of Bangladesh

5 Eol Ref. No. & Date

: | 48.01.0000.202.14.546.25/1046 Date: 08/01/2025

Key information:

6 —I_F'mcurmem Sub Method | :

! Quality and Cost Based Selection (QCBS)

Funding information:

7 | Budget and Source of Fund | :

| BFFWT own fund.

Particular information:

8 | Eol Closing Date and Time | : | 26/01/2025 at 2.00 PM

Information for applicant:

9 | Brief Description of Assignment :

Bangladesh Freedom Fighters’ Welfare Trust was established in 1972 by the President’s Order No. 94/1972
for the welfare of the war wounded freedom fighters and the families of the martyred heroic freedom fighters,
who participated in the great war of independence of Bangladesh. In 1972, 18 establishments (09 industrial
and 09 commercial) were handed over to the Trust on behalf of the Government of Bangladesh. Later 11
industrial establishments in 1978, 01 in 1986 and 02 in 1989 were handed over to the trust by the government.
Besides these, 04 industrial unit were established by trust’s own initiative. The total number of commercial
and industrial establishment is 36.
07 establishments were taken back by the government in the financial year 1982-83 due to liabilities and 8
establishments were converied into 3 establishments due to continuous Josses. Out of the remaining 24
establishments, some establishments have been divided into multiple plots. At present the number of
establishments and plots has now increased to 34. The establishments and plots are located in Dhaka cities,
Chittagong district, Gazipur and Narayanganj district.
In order to ensure more services to the beneficiaries of the trust through the protection and proper use of the
properties of the Bangladesh Freedom Fighters® Welfare Trust, a full accounting of the total movable and
immovable properties of the trust and assessment of the liabilities and debts along with the valuation in the

current condition.
Location No. of establishments and plots Land area
Dhaka city 20 25.85 acre
Gazipur District 03 6.80 acre
Narayanganj District 03 4.64 acre
Chattogram District 08 35.09 acre

For auditing report, work allocation will be

a, Present status of all the properties

b. Identification and listing with detail description (e.g. total area. location etc.) of all

movable and immovable properties

<. Finding problem/problems of properties and recommendations to overcome
d. Valuation of all the properties (Govt. mouza rate and markel rate)

e. Determination of liability of properties

10 | Experiences.

Resources,
Delivery Capacity Requires
and Submission of Eol

Audit firms must fulfill the following criteria:
a. Audit firms must be enlisted with Bangladesh Bank for Auditing Banks and Financial Institutions.

b. AuditVC.A firm with minimum 10 years of general experience since established. Must enclosed up to date
firm establishment certificate.
c. The previous appointment letter/experience certificate/work order/notification of award of anditing of
Banks or Financial Institutions must be enclosed,

d. The Audit firm must have at least two FCA. Up to date ICAB's granted practiced certificate along with
prescribed Bio-Data of all FCA/ACA should be enclosed.
¢. The Audit firm must have minimum of twenty personnel comprising of C.A. Course completed, registered
students as well as office staffs. A list of these personnel should be enclosed.
f. Audit report completion Time: 45 (forty five) days

with The Document

11 | Other Details and papers to
be submitted, Duly Attested

a. The Interested Audit firms should submit EOI along with all necessary documents (Two Copies) in an
envelope with “Expression of Interest for preparing report of movable and immovable properties of
Bangladesh Freedom Fighters' Welfare Trust.
b. EOl must be submitted before the deadline. Any EOI submitted after the closing hour will not be accepted.
c. In the selection procedure of firms, Public Procurement Regulation 2008 issued by GOB will be followed.

d. Current Trade License
e. Income Tax paid certificate (current) with TIN Number
f. VAT registration certificate
g. Copy of appointment letier/experience certificate/work order/notification of award as per eligibility stated above (10).

h. Brochures submitted by the applicants should summarize their facilities and areas of expertise.

i. EOI containing any false/fabricated information/papers/certificates will be treated as rejected.

J- The procuring entity reserves the right changing any terms before the date of closing and 10 accept or to
reject any or all the proposals without assigning any reason whatsoever.

Procuring Entity Details:

Md.Salahuddin Ahmed

12 | Name of Official Inviting Eol | -
13 | Designation of Official Inviting | -

Director (Commerce and Development)

14 | Address of official inviting

Swadhinata Bhaban, 88 Motijheel C/A, Dhaka- 1000,

15 | Contact details of official mvmng Tender | :

| Telephone: 223382340

16 | Office of the inviting Eol

[ : | Bangladesh Freedom Fighters’ Weifare Trust.

17. | The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject all Eol's.

Signed/-
Professor Dr. Kazi Saiful Islam
Director (In-charge)

GD-21 Planning & Development Division

GD- 92

% A A 1\#

Director (Commerce and Development)
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BNP factional clash
leaves 25 injured

8 houses torched
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

At least 25 people were injured and eight houses burnt as
two factions of BNP clashed in Bagerhat yesterday evening.

Six motorcycles, refrigerators, and other valuables were
also damaged during the incident happened at Kuliadair
village in Bishnupur union, said locals and police.

Tensions between former Bishnupur union BNP
leaders Ruhul Amin alias Ruhul Member and Mostafizur
Rahman, stemming from disputes over establishing
supremacy and committee formation, had been on the
rise since last August.

The conflict escalated on Monday night when a scuffle
injured several people.

By yesterday afternoon, over 100 people, allegedly from
Mostafizur’s faction, attacked the homes of Ruhul and his
brothers, intensifying the clash.

Attackers vandalised and looted valuables, and set
houses ablaze.

Ruhul Amin’s wife, Rojina Begum, claimed the violence
was politically motivated to prevent her husband from
assuming party leadership.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 8

Donation boxes looted
from 3 Ctg temples

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Unidentified miscreants allegedly looted donation boxes,
ornaments and valuables from three Hindu temples in
Chowdhuryhat-Fateyabad area under Hathazari upazila
of Chattogram early yesterday.

The temples are: Shree Shree Jagatbandhu Ashram, Shree
Shree Bisweshshari Kali Temple, and Satya Narayan Temple.
“The looting in the three temples happened within several
hours, which is unusual and likely done by professionals.
There are no CCTV cameras in the temples, nor any guards
or priests on the premises,” said Kazi Tarek Aziz, additional
superintendent of police. He said police visited the spots.

“No idols were vandalised in the temples. The criminals
just took away the cash and other valuables. We are trying to
collect CCTV footages from nearby establishments,” he said.

Liton Palit, general secretary of Jagatbandhu Ashram,
said, “The theft likely took place between 3:00am and
5:00am. No idols were vandalised, but the burglars took
away cash from four donation boxes, some brass utensils,
and gold ornaments of the goddess. We will file a GD soon.”

PHOTO: STAR

984 brick kilns

on farmlands

Topsoil being used for manufacturing bricks,

affecting agriculture, environment in Rangpur division

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

The topsoil of vast areas of
farmland in the agriculture-based
northern districts is being used
for manufacturing bricks, causing
significant harm to agriculture and
the environment.

Officials from the Department
of Environment (DoE) and the
Department of Agriculture Extension
(DAE) in Rangpur division said 984
brick kilns, all set up on farmlands in
eight districts, operate in violation of
government regulations.

These kilns use the fertile topsoil
from surrounding farmlands to
make bricks. The collection of
topsoil typically begins after the
Aman paddy harvest and continues
for about one and a half months.

Rezaul Karim, assistant director
of the DoE in Kurigram, said
removing topsoil negatively impacts
the environment as excessive

chemical fertilisers and pesticides

used on these lands flow into nearby
water bodies, causing pollution.
“We are conducting drives
against brick kilns built illegally on
agricultural land,” he said.
Abdullah Al Mamun, deputy
director of DAE in Kurigram, said

about 30 bighas of farmland lose
their topsoil annually to each brick
kiln. “We can only raise awareness
among farmers about not selling
topsoil but lack the authority to
take legal action against brick kiln
owners,” he said.

Despite being aware of the
consequences, farmers are forced
to sell the topsoil of their farmlands
to brick kiln owners, they alleged.

Sadek Ali, a 65-year-old farmer
from Doljor village in Lalmonirhat’s
Aditmari upazila, said, “I used an
overdose of fertiliser and pesticide,
hoping for better crop production,
but the results were disappointing,”
he said, adding that brick kiln
owners continue to collect topsoil.

Mansur Ali, a 55-year-old farmer

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1
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admitted to cutting
down a hill in the port
city to build a burn
unit without obtaining
permission.

“We  applied for
permission to cut a hill
to build a burn unit. We
started cutting down
the hill in the meantime,
although we have yet
(0 receive permission
from the Department of
Environment. However,
we have stopped
construction work after
getting direction from
the higher authority,” he
said during a stakeholder
meeting at CMCH.

He said they were
working to  prevent
landslides by cutting the
hill’s slope.

“We will construct
a building on flat land
and are focusing on
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on January 13, after
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hill cutting.
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ASSAULT ON SANTAL WOMAN

Accused UP
chairman held

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogura

Police yesterday arrested a local union parishad
chairman for allegedly assaulting a Santal woman
and subsequently setting her house on fire in
Gaibandha.

Rafiqul Islam, Gobindaganj’s Rajahar union
parishad chairman, was arrested from a hotel in
the Gulistan area of the capital.

Nishat Angela, superintendent of Gaibandha
police, said a team from Gobindaganj police
station arrested the prime accused around 8:15am.

On Tuesday, 47 prominent citizens of
the country issued a statement demanding
punishment for those involved in the incident.

According to the case statement, on December
3, Rafiqul Islam and his men began filling up 16
decimals of land belonging to Santals. He claimed
the ownership of the lands by forging documents,
said Santals. When some Santal men and women
protested, Rafiqul beat up a Santal woman.

That same night, Chairman Rafiqul’s people set
fire to the woman’s house, alleged the victim’s son
British Soren. The next day, the victim’s son filed
a case against Rafiqul, his brother, and four other
named individuals, along with 20 to 25 unnamed
persons, according to the police.

The Gaibandha district BNP unit expelled
Rafiqul following the incident.

OC Bulbul Islam of Gobindaganj Police Station,
said, “The main accused Rafiqul Islamin has been
arrested from a hotel in Dhaka. We will bring him
back to Gaibandha to complete the legal process.”

Former Dhaka-10
MP Mohiuddin held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police arrested former Awami League lawmaker
from Dhaka-10 and ex-FBCCI President Shafiul
Islam Mohiuddin in the capital’s Uttara area
yesterday afternoon.

Mohiuddin was arrested from his residence
in Uttara’s Sector 4 in connection with a case
filed with Uttara West Police Station, said Md
Mohibullah, officer-in-charge of Uttara East Police
Station.
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This hill was illegally cut on the orders of Chattogram Medical College Hospital authorities for building a burn
unit. The CMCH authorities simply applied for permission to cut the hill but began the operation before receiving

authorisation from the Department of Environment.

PHOTO: STAR

Scale -2015).

)

UNIVERSITY OF DHAKA: Applications in prescribed form, obtainable from the office of the
Registrar, are invited from the Bangladeshi nationals for filling up 03 (three) permanent posts of
Lecturer in the Department of Philosophy in the pay scale of Tk. 22,000-53,060/- (National Pay

QUALIFICATIONS: Candidates must have a first class/a minimum CGPA 3.50 out of 4.00 both
in Bachelor and Master degrees in Philosophy with a first division/ a minimum GPA 4.25 out of
5.00 in both SSC & HSC examinations. Requirements for either the SSC or HSC examinations
may be relaxed for the candidates who have obtained the first position/the highest CGPA in both
Bachelor and Master degrees. Candidates having a Ph.D. in the relevant field and research
publication(s) in a quality journal may get preference. Relevant notes and conditions apply. (For
details, see the Dhaka University Website). Mentioned, who has applied for the above posts in
previous published advertisement reapply is required.

Eight copies of application together with attested copies of certificates, testimonials, mark-sheets
and proof of experience along with a Pay Order/Bank Draft of the value of Tk.750/-(seven hundred
fifty) only, payable to the Registrar, University of Dhaka, should reach him on or before
03/02/2025. Applicants already in service must apply through the proper channel.

GD- B4

LAST 3 DAYS |

Visit the Largest Apparel Technology,
Garment Accessories, Packaging & Allied
Products tradeshow in Bangladesh

22nd International Tradeshow
on Apparel Machinery & Allied Products.

GARMENT
TECHNOLOGY
BANGLADESH 2025

Concurrent Show :

GAPEXPO
Garment Accessories & Packaging Expo
Contact : 0189 458 3601

itrad om [ www.atbdhaka.com

8 Halls @

20 Countries @
300+ Exhibitors e
900+ Booths e
20000+ Sg.mts e

QEOOO®

SEWING FINISHING EMRROIDERY LALMDRY CADICAM PACK MGG

'08|/09/10| 11| JAN 2025

International Convention City, Bashundhara, Dhaka

Jownity Orgarmsed by

74 MK

BGAPMER ASK Trade & Exhititions Put. Ltd

=xpo Timings 11.00am to 7.00pm (Entry Free)
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

survives

A fire broke out late
Monday (January 6)
night on the 1lth ~
floor of the 13-story
Sky Pan building |

in Andheri’s
Oberoi  Complex,
a residential
tower known (o
house singer Udit
Narayan. The fire

broke out around 10 pm

distress they bring,” he shared.

officials confirmed.

Disney+ greenlights pilot for ‘Holes’ series

Disney+ has greenlit a pilot for a Holes
television adaptation, Variety reports. Based
on Louis Sachar’s 1998 novel, the series
follows a teen girl at a detention camp, where
digging holes for a harsh Warden hides a

secret purpose.

Sachar’s novel follows Stanley Yelnats,
a boy sent to Camp Green Lake, where he
uncovers links between his family’s past and

UDIT NARAYAN

building fire

in the B wing of the high rise, while Narayan’s
residence is located in the adjacent A wing.
Firefighters successfully brought the fire
under control after nearly four hours. Recalling
the harrowing experience, Narayan admitted it
had taken a psychological toll on him. “This
incident has left a deep impact on me and will
take some time to overcome. Hearing about
such tragedies is one thing, but living through
them makes you truly understand the fear and

During the fire incident, a senior citizen
lost his life, and another individual was
hospitalised due to severe smoke inhalation,

audiences.

Aay Phire Aay, rcleased on
showcases

Tuesday (January 7),

Popular singer Asif Akbar has kicked
off the new year on a high note with
the release of two brand-new tracks,
Mon Jane and Aay Phire Aay.
According to the singer, both songs
have been well-received amongst the

the camp’s secrets. A bestseller, Holes earned
the Newbery Medal and National Book Award.

Executive Producer Drew Goddard, whose
mother introduced him to the book, shared,
“Bringing this project to life feels like the
perfect way to honour her.” The 2003 film,
featuring Shia LaBeouf and Sigourney Weaver,
was a critical and commercial success.

with two
new songs

Meanwhile,

has
Netflix

11 days.

Asif in a new light. The music video
features him performing with a
band setup, blending rock and metal
elements. The song was composed
by Rajib Mona, with lyrics by Joy
Chakraborty. The track is available on
Splendid Audio’s YouTube channel.

Asif’s
release, Mon Jane, came out on

The second season
of Squid Game
smashed
records,
accumulating 126.2
million views in just

After an explosive
start with 68 million
views in four days, it
gained another 58.2 million views in its first full week, becoming the
fastest Netflix series to reach such a milestone.

The season jumped from No. 7 to No. 2 on Netflix’s most popular
non-English-language shows, behind only its very first season.

The first season additionally saw a resurgence with 13.6 million views.
On the film side, the Taron Egerton starrer Carry-On has been
holding the top spot for the fourth consecutive week with 17.4
million views.

ASIF AKBAR

kicks otl
the year

other new

and Jim.

January 5 on Dhruba Music Station’s
YouTube channel. This song was
composed and arranged by musician
and singer Imran Mahmudul, with
lyrics by Snahashis Ghosh. A story-
driven music video accompanies the
song, directed by Saikat Reza and
starring models Sajib, Mahtaram,

‘Squid Game’” Season 2
breaks Netllix viewership
record in 11 days

AN L

differences.”

' Their

. rekindled in 2021 after nearly
two decades, led to
weddings—one in Las Vegas
and another in Georgia.

Jennifer Lopez
and Ben Allleck
finalise divorce

Ben Affleck and Jennifer Lopez have finalised their
divorce through a quiet settlement in September,
a month after Lopez filed, citing “irreconcilable

The couple used mediation to resolve the split,
with no spousal support involved, and Lopez also
- dropped Affleck’s surname legally.

relationship,  which

two

The couple has no

children together, but they

have continued to spend time
with each other’s respective
children in the months since
they split.

WHAT’S

THE HAPS?

J uly Revolution
in Posters

The Arts and Production Department of
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy launched
a live and interactive AR-VR (Augmented-

Virtual Reality) exhibition titled July
Revolution on Posters, featuring Debashish
Chakrabarty’s artworks on the July
Uprising. Chakrabarty’s impactful posters
have ignited socio-political dialogue,
marking a milestone in Bangladeshi art
history. Audiences can explore the context
and meaning interactively through a VR
controller, along with related structures,
documentaries, audio, and video content.

Date: January 7 - 19
Time: 1lam - 8pm

Venue: Shilpakala Academy

COUNTRYWIDE

BORO CULTIVATION IN BAGERHAT

Rising production
costs worry farmers

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

Boro cultivation is going on in full swing
in Bagerhat’s Kachua upazila, the largest
paddy-producing zone of the district.

Local farmers are busy planting
seedlings of Boro paddy despite the
biting cold.

Growers said they are a bit worried
this season because they will have to
spend more than they did last season for
cultivation as prices of almost everything
have gone up.

Growers say they had to procure paddy
seeds, fuel fertilisers and other essentials
at high prices. Wages of farm labourers
have also been increased, adding to their
woes.

This year price of each kilogramme of
hybrid variety seeds leaped to Tk 380 to
TK 450 from Tk 350 to Tk 400 last year,
while a farm worker’s wage rose to Tk
700 to Tk 800, compared to Tk 500 to
Tk 600 last season, they said.

Fach kilogram of hybrid seeds can
cover only 15 decimals of land, making
the additional cost a further burden for
many cultivators.

However, farmers are quite optimistic
about getting a good yield, if the weather

s

remains favourable during the peak
cultivation period.

Farmers said Boro cultivation started
around three weeks ago and will continue
for a few weeks more.

While visiting Kachua, Maghia,
Charkathi, Sangdia and Afra areas
recently, this correspondent saw farmers
busy ecither preparing their lands or
sowing Boro seedlings.

Farmer Lalu Bali of Afra village said,
“I've been continuing paddy plantation
work with only two labourers as I have to
pay at least Tk 700 to each.”

If we gets adequate irrigation water
on time, I am hopeful of getting a good
harvest this season, Lalu said.

Sources at the upazila agriculture
office said so far about 20 to 25 percent
of sowing have been completed.

Kachua Upazila Agriculture Officer
Akash Bairagi said a total of 7,609 hectares
of land in the upazila have been brought
under Boro and Ufshi paddy cultivation.

Of them, hybrid Boro paddy will be
cultivated on 6,709 hectares land.

Agricultural officials play active roles
in guiding farmers at every field, from
preparing land to transplanting paddy
seeds.

o T,

Farmers plant saplings of Boro paddy at a field. The photo was taken from Sangdia

village in Bagerhat’s Kachua upazila.

PHOTO: STAR

Ireedom fighter
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the day of the incident.
They stated that the only
connection he has to
the case is that the 135th

accused’s name is also
Aiyub.
Contacted, Jakir

Hossain, officer-in-charge
of Sakhipur Police Station,
told The Daily Star that
police  arrested  Aiyub
Khan from Nolua village
of Sakhipur on Tuesday
as an accused of the case
following an investigation.
However, his age has been
mistakenly mentioned as
32 in the case statement.

Besides, police also
arrested Al Amin Sarkar,
27, former joint general
secretary of the Baheratoil
unit of Chhatra League in
the same case.

Mizanur Rahman, court
inspector in Tangail, told
The Daily Star that both
accused were sent to jail

after they were produced
before a court.

According to the case
statement, the anti-
discrimination protesters
brought out a procession
at Sakhipur upazila
headquarters on August 3.
The accused were already
prepared with firearms and
local lethal weapons there.

Later, when the
procession reached the
Taltala intersection, they
attacked the protestors.
Several  students  were
injured in the attack and
admitted to the local
hospital for treatment.

On August 26,
Morshedul Haque,
convener of  Sakhipur
municipal unit of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal,
filed a case against 167
people, including former
MP Anupom Shahjahan
Joy, with Sakhipur Police
Station in this regard.

Shakib fails bowling test

FROM PAGE 12
submission is on January
12.

“We don’t want to
keep any suspense on the
matter. The results were
to come by January 5.
Normally it takes 12 days
but there was New Year
and Christmas break so
we are expecting anytime
soon and the ECB will let
us know,” Shahriar Nafees,
in charge of BCB cricket
operations, told The Daily
Star on Wednesday.

However, the current
development significantly
hampers Shakib’s chances
of getting into the
Champions Trophy squad
as he will have to play on as
a batter unless he is able to
clarify his bowling action
through another test in the

coming weeks.

Shakib will not
be able to bowl in
international cricket as
per the regulations of

the International Cricket

Council  (ICC),  which
also states that when a
national federation [ECB
in this instance| suspends
a player from bowling in its
domestic competitions, the
suspension is automatically
recognised and enforced
by the ICC in international
cricket and by all national
cricket federations.

BCB sources confirmed
that all bowling tests
Shakib had gone through
before or will go through
in the future, those tests
will have to be done in
affiliation with ECB. Even
if Shakib undergoes a test
individually at an ICC-
accredited centre again,
it will have to be done in
coordination with ECB.

Bangladesh will start
the Champions Trophy
campaign against India
on February 20 in Dubai
before they take on New
Zealand and Pakistan in
their next two Group A
matches in Rawalpindi.

ACC sues two sons of S Alam

FROM PAGE 12
case statement.

In one instance, United
Super Traders secured
a loan of Tk 890 crore
on December 15, 2021
However, no goods were
bought or sold against the
loan.

Fake documents
facilitated the withdrawal,
distribution and
laundering of the funds.

The loan ceiling was
later raised to Tk 1,000
crore through further
irregularities. By December
5, 2023, Tk 995 crore had
been withdrawn under 28
deals, violating banking
policies and Islami Bank’s
Shariah principles.

In 2023, fake purchase
and sale documents were

used to withdraw an
additional Tk 181 crore
through four new deals.

Between 2022 and
2023, 32 non-adjusted
deals worth Tk 1,074.89
crore were issued in favour
of United Super Traders
from the branch, the case
statement said.

Later, fake documents
were prepared showing
Tk 13.50 crore was paid in
January and February last
year.

As of October 2 last
year, the misappropriated
amount stood at Tk
993.70 crore in principal
loans and Tk 120.23
crore in profits, totalling
Tk 1,113.93 crore, the
statement added.

Earlier in August last

Be careful with phones

FROM PAGE 12

mugging are young, aged
between 15 and 22, and they
are getting involved in such
crimes due to addiction.

The DMP chief said,
“We have taken extensive
measures (0 prevent
mugging incidents by
increasing patrol teams
and engaging DB teams. As
per this week’s data, such
incidents have decreased
compared to last week. We
are hopeful that we will
be able to bring it under
control.”

The DMP boss also said it
will require time to change
the force’s behaviour.

“It is not possible to
suddenly change 40,000

members without proper
training. Therefore, we have
already started organising
programmes. You will soon
notice the change.”

“The  city  dwellers
have deeply realised the
consequences of police
inaction after August 5. You
need the police. We have
many shortcomings, but we
are working to overcome
them and provide you with
better services.”

The DMP chief admitted
that mugging, looting, and
robbery incidents have
significantly increased
after August 5, but they are
able to contain the crimes
to some extent in the last
couple of months.

‘What can we do?’

FROM PAGE 12
Bangladesh sought
Hasina’s extradition

through a note verbal sent
to the Indian Ministry
of External Affairs on
December 23.

Asked about  New

Delhi’s response to the

communication, Touhid
Hossain told reporters:
“We have not yet received
any response (0 our
letter.”

On Monday,
the Department of

year, Bangladesh Bank
Governor Ahsan H Mansur
said the central bank
would take over all the
shares of S Alam in Islami
Bank against its liabilities
as per law.

The Chattogram-based
business giant, which was
a big beneficiary of the
Awami League regime, can
get back the shares if it
repays the amount it owes
the Shariah-based bank.

Between 2017 and June
last year, S Alam Group and
its associates’ companies
took Tk 74,900 crore,
which is 47 percent of
Islami’s total outstanding
loans as of March, by
violating banking rules and
regulations,  documents
show.

Bangladesh

FROM PAGE 2

travel visa-free to 193
countries. Last year, the
top spot was jointly held
by France, Germany, Italy,
Japan, Singapore, and
Spain.

At the other end of the
spectrum, Afghanistan
remains at the bottom
of the list, ranked 106th,
with its passport granting
visa-free access to just 26

destinations. Just above
Afghanistan are  Syria
(105th), Iraq (104th), and
Yemen (103rd).

The Henley & Partners
Passport Index provides
a key measure of global
mobility and reflects broader
trends in international travel
freedom.

Immigration and Passports
cancelled the passports
of 97 people, including
Hasina, for their alleged
involvement in enforced
disappearances and
killings during protests in
July.
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‘Dangerous
times’ ahead

Says Nobel laureate Ressa
after Meta ends US fact-
checking programme

AFP, Manila

Philippine Nobel laureate Maria Ressa
yesterday warned of “extremely dangerous
times ahead” in an interview with AFP
after social media giant Meta ended its US
fact-checking programme on Facebook
and Instagram.

Ressa and the Rappler news site she co
founded have spent years fighting online
disinformation while battling court cases
filed under former Philippine president
Rodrigo Duterte, whose drug war killed
thousands of people.

The veteran journalist and winner of
the Nobel Peace Prize in 2021 said Meta’s
decision meant “extremely dangerous
times ahead” for journalism, democracy
and social media users.

“Mark Zuckerberg says it’s a free speech
issue - that’s completely wrong,” Ressa
told AFP at Rappler’s newsroom in Manila.
“Only if you're profit driven can you claim
that; only if you want power and money
can you claim that. This is about safety.”

SCAM CENTRE RAID
Philippines
arrests 400
foreigners

AFP, Manila

Around 400 foreign nationals were
arrested yesterday in a “large-scale” raid on
a suspected online scam farm in Manila,
the national immigration agency said.

Authorities raided a building and found
workers allegedly engaged in online scam
operations targeting victims abroad.

International concern has grown in
recent years over similar scam operations
in Asia.

“Their operations were found to be in
violation of immigration laws and posed
significant risks to the public,” Fortunato
Manahan, the Bureau of Immigration
intelligence division chief, said.

A firefighter conducts search and rescue operation with a rescue dog at a village following the earthquake that struck Tingri
county, in Shigatse, Tibet Autonomous Region, China yesterday. More than 400 people trapped by rubble have been rescued,
Chinese officials said yesterday, with an unknown number still unaccounted for in freezing weather a day after a strong

tremor rocked the Himalayan foothills.

PHOTO: REUTERS

Wildfires tear through LA area

More than 30,000 people evacuate their homes; emergency declared

REUTERS, Los Angeles

More than 30,000 people evacuated their
homes as a wildfire tore through a coastal
area of Los Angeles in just a few hours,
and a second blaze some 30 miles (50 km)
inland was rapidly spreading yesterday.

Numerous buildings were destroyed
and nearly 3,000 acres (1,200 hectares)
were burned in the upscale Pacific
Palisades area between the beach towns
of Santa Monica and Malibu, officials
said. The area is home to many film and
music stars.

Highways were jammed with people
fleeing the inferno as plumes of smoke
and flames rose in the sky over Los
Angeles on Tuesday night. The fire
has not been contained by yesterday
morning and Governor Gavin Newsom
has declared a state of emergency.

Pro-Yoon protesters take part in a rally to support impeached South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol near his official residence in Seoul, South Korea yesterday. Yeol faces
a new and potentially more robust attempt to arrest him for insurrection after a top
investigator vowed to do whatever it takes to break a security blockade and take in

the embattled leader.

PHOTO: REUTERS

Pacific Palisades resident Cindy Festa
said that as she evacuated, fires were
“this close to the cars,” demonstrating
with her thumb and forefinger.

“People left their cars on Palisades
Drive. Burning up the hillside. The palm
trees - everything is going,” Festa said
from her car.

A fire official told local television
station KTLA that several people were

injured in the Palisades Fire, some with
burns to faces and hands. One female
firefighter had suffered a head injury.

Hollywood actor James Woods said
on X he was able to evacuate his Pacific
Palisades house but added: “I do not
know at this moment if our home is still
standing.”

The second blaze, dubbed the Eaton
Fire, broke out some 30 miles (50 km)
inland in Altadena, near Pasadena, and
increased in size to 1,000 acres (400
hectares) from 200 acres in a few hours,
according to Cal Fire.

Almost 100 residents from a nursing
home in Pasadena were evacuated,
CBS News said. Video showed elderly
residents, many in wheelchairs and on
gurneys, crowded onto a smoky and
windswept parking lot as fire trucks and
ambulances attended.

Taiwan ‘hyped’
sea cable damage
claims: China

AFP, Beijing

China yesterday accused Taiwan’s ruling party of
having “deliberately hyped” an incident in which a
Chinese-owned ship was suspected of damaging a
subsea telecoms cable.

Taiwanese authorities this week said they
were investigating a Chinese-owned cargo
ship suspected of dragging its anchor over an
international subsea telecoms cable northeast of
the island.

“DPP authorities have... out of thin air
deliberately hyped the subsea cable incident as a
so-called ‘grey-zone threat’ from the mainland,
fully showing they will not let go of unscrupulous
‘anti-China  counter-China’  tricks,”  state
broadcaster CCTV quoted Taiwan Affairs Office
spokesman Chen Binhua as saying, referring to
the island’s ruling Democratic Progressive Party.

Taiwan’s top China policy body, the Mainland
Affairs Council, hit back yesterday, saying the
prosecutors’ investigation was “based on relevant
evidence” and there was no “anti-China” issue.

The Cameroon-flagged Shunxing39 was
intercepted by Taiwan’s coast guard on FIriday
after Chunghwa Telecom reported damage to
a subsea cable that is part of the Trans-Pacific
Express Cable System.

Antarctic sea ice
rebounds from
record lows

AFP, Paris

Antarctic sea ice rebounded in December after
a long period of record lows, US scientists said,
giving pause to speculation that Earth’s frozen
continent could be undergoing a permanent
change.

Therate of seaice loss during the warmer spring
months of November and December slowed to well
below average, the US National Snow and Ice Data
Center (NSIDC) said in a statement on Tuesday.

This followed a “prolonged period of record
to near-record daily lows” in 2023 and 2024 --
the hottest years in the history books for global
temperature rises driven by climate change.

By the end of 2024, Antarctic sea ice extent had
recovered (o 7.3 million square kilometres (2.8
million square miles) -- very close to the 1981 to
2010 average, NSIDC said.
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Offiee of The Executive Engineer
P.C. Pole Mig Plant

BPIM, Bampus, Haleshahar
Chattogram-4224

Telephone: 023133318091

E-mail. xenpepotgimgmail com

Memo No. 27.11.1500.509.01.006.25-387

Invitation for 2nd Re-Tender

Date: 07-01-2025

e-Tender is  invitked in the National e-GP  System  Portal
(http://'www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the Procurement of the following work:
Tender Name of Work, Ref. No. & Tender Tender Tender
1D Date Publication | Document | Closing/
Date last selling | Opening
Date and Date and
Time Time
1060877 | Supplying of Sylhet Sand at 07-Jan- 19-Jan- 20-Jan-
PC Pole Mfg. Plant, BPDB, 2025 2025 2025
Halishahar, Chattogram., 15:30 11:00
27.11.1500.509.01.006.25-
386 Dt. 07/01/2025

System (http://www eprocure.gov.bd).

and from e-GP

This is online tender, where only e-Tenders will be accepted in e-GP Portal and no
offline/ hard copy will be accepted. To submit e-Tender please register on e-GP

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal
(helpdesk(@eprocure.gov.bd)

contact number

help desk
(01762625528-31),

famre/em-ueu(2)/obfodfae
("%e)

GD- 88

ORBl g6

Engr. Sumanta Kumar Debnath
1D No.1-01424
Executive Engineer
P.C. Pole Mfg. Plant
BPDB. Halishahar. Chattogram

‘Le Papotin’ run
by autistic journos
hits newsstands

AFP, Paris

A French magazine produced by autistic journalists
went on sale on newsstands for the first time
yesterday, further raising the profile of a project that
has already made waves on television.

‘Le Papotin’ has an editorial team of around 40
journalists with autism spectrum disorders who
produce a yearly magazine that features high-profile
celebrity interviews and cultural content.

Normally print editions are sold via its website,
but they were distributed to around 3,000 shops
and newsstands in
France, with a run
of 10,000 copies --
three times the usual
number, owner Prisma
Media announced.

Prisma, the biggest
magazine publisher
in France, said it had
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qwels o T fafsrs ﬁ"ﬂ"fﬁf financial reports for last three years; (v) Service experience record of Last five (05)
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Government of the People’s Republie of Bangladesh

Economic Relations Division, Ministry of Finance
Support to Sustainable Graduation Project
Bulding # 08, Planming Commission Complex
sher-c-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207

Dhate: 08002025

Request for Expression of Interest (REal) for Hiring of consultancy services for a study on
“WTO Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies: Impact and Way Forward for Bangladesh™

General Information

Ministry / Division

Economic Relations Division (ERD), Ministry of Finance

L.

2z Agency Development Effectiveness Wing, ERD

3. | Name of Procunng Entity | Project Director, S_upPorl to Sustainable Graduanon Project (53GP)

4, Procunng Entity package SD-17-204)24-25 )

5. | Procunng Entity District Dhaka

6 Expression of Interest for | WTO Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies: Impact and Way Forward for
S _Bangladesh

7 EOI Ref No. 09.00.0000.228.07.129.23.12

] Date (dd/'mm/yyyy)

Key Information

9 Procurement method

‘osl-Based Selection)

Funding Information

10,

Funds

Budget and Source of

Development Budget

Development Pariners

DRGA-CF, Japan

Particular Information

12

Project’ Programime Code

223034000

13

Project/ Programme

Support to Sustamable Graduation Project (55GF)

Name

14. | Eol Clesing Date and 29/01/2025 up to 12.00 PM
Time

Information for Applicants

_Procuring Entity Details

“A.HM. J-a'i-wﬂng T T;r{s| ¢ct Director | Additional Sec rsnan; )

Building # 08, Room# 11, Economic Relations Division, Planning
Commission Complex, Sher-e-Bangla Magar, Dhaka-1207

Tel. No.: 2222216710 e-manl: wingchiel10@erd gov.bd

The Procuring Entity reserves the right to accept or reject any/all Eol's without showing reason

rz bl

A. H. M. Jahangir
Project Director { Additional Secretary)
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Impunity for border
Killings must end

Justice for Felani and other victims
is long overdue

It is unacceptable that even after the passing of 14 years
following the gruesome murder of Felani Khatun, justice still
remains elusive. This simultaneously reflects Bangladesh
authorities’ lack of initiative in pursuing justice as well as the
Indian authorities’ refusal to ensure accountability, both of
which have contributed to a culture of impunity enabling such
border Kkillings to persist.

On January 7, 2011, 15-year-old Felani was shot dead by
a member of the Indian Border Security Force (BSF) while
attempting to cross the barbed-wire fence near Kurigram and
West Bengal’s Koch Bihar. As she climbed down a makeshift
ladder, her dress became entangled in the fence. While stuck,
she was spotted by BSF personnel, and constable Amiya Ghosh
shot her. According to Kirity Roy, secretary of a West Bengal
based rights organisation, the BSF could have apprehended
Felani without using lethal force and presented her in court
for breaking the law. Instead, she was shot and left hanging
on the fence for hours, bleeding to death. Even after shooting
her, the BSF could have rescued her and provided medical
attention, but they chose not to.

Despite this inhumane act, a BSF court acquitted Amiya
Ghosh of any wrongdoing, with a subsequent BSF court also
upholding the verdict. Meanwhile, the Supreme Court of
India, set to hear final arguments in this case on January 8,
postponed the hearing for unspecified reasons. Will Felani’s
family ever getjustice? After 14 years, Indian authorities seem
to have little interest in this regard. This impunity—and the
evident disregard for Bangladeshi lives—has allowed such
killings to continue unabated. The most recent casualty
is Zahur Ali who, earlier this week, was allegedly beaten to
death by BSF members and Indian citizens along the border.

According to Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK), 31 Bangladeshis
were killed by BSF in 2023, 23 in 2022, and 18 in 2021. Thus,
at least 522 deaths of Bangladeshis were recorded between
2009 and 2020. One cannot help but ask: why is the number
of casualties so high despite India’s repeated promises to
reduce them to zero? How should Bangladesh respond to
such killings and to India’s claim of being a “close friend”? The
death toll at the India-Bangladesh border starkly contrasts
with the far fewer fatalities along the India-Pakistan border,
despite the latter’s hostile relationship. When a so-called
“friendly” neighbour causes such loss of life, how can this
relationship be viewed as genuine friendship?

The interim government must prioritise justice for all
Bangladeshi victims of BSF violence, starting with Felani
Khatun. It must also demand an immediate end to these
killings. If Indian authorities remain uncooperative,
Bangladesh should consider taking the issue to international
courts and actively raising it on global platforms, as the
Jatiya Nagorik Committee recently suggested. It is time for
Bangladesh to adopt a firm stance against the BSF’s callous
treatment of our citizens and India’s persistent failure to
address this grave issue. Impunity must end, and justice must
prevail.

Don’t neglect threat
of a major earthquake

Raise awareness, ensure strict
enforcement of building regulations

We are concerned about the lack of preparedness by relevant
government agencies to face a major earthquake in Dhaka,
despite warnings that it is one of the riskiest cities in the
world. According to the Earthquake Disaster Risk Index,
Dhaka tops the list of the 20 most vulnerable cities globally.
The occurrence of two recent earthquakes within a week has
heightened concerns about whether we are taking this threat
seriously. Fortunately, neither the January 3 earthquake
originating in Myanmar nor the January 7 one in Tibet
(with a magnitude of 7.1) directly affected Dhaka. However,
researchers indicate that a major quake could strike the city
at any moment. We have no time to remain ill-prepared for
this dreadful prospect.

Research highlights that the Indo-Burma subduction zone,
encompassing Sylhet and Chattogram, is accumulating strain
capable of generating a significant seismic event of up to
magnitude 8, which is alarming. Additionally, the Dauki Fault
is another highly active seismic zone. Over the past decade,
the region has experienced 550 earthquakes of magnitude
4 or higher. Experts warn that these smaller tremors could
be precursors to a larger earthquake potentially devastating
Dhaka.

Unfortunately, despite experiencing minor tremors over
the years, our response has been minimal. Dense urbanisation
and poorly enforced building codes naturally put Dhaka
at high risk of catastrophic damage in the event of a major
earthquake. Its geological location, combined with human and
economic factors, exacerbates this vulnerability. According
to a recent RAJUK study, an earthquake of 6.9 magnitude,
along the Madhupur Faultline near Dhaka, could demolish
about 865,000 buildings. If such an event occurs during the
day, around 210,000 people could die, with another 229,000
injured. The financial loss would also be immense, estimated
at $25 billion, with an additional $44 billion required for
rebuilding.

Therefore, the government must take decisive action to
mitigate these risks. Immediate steps should include extensive
mass awareness campaigns, regular earthquake drills, disaster
education for children, volunteer training, and coordination
between government and non-governmental agencies for
rescue operations. In the long term, it is critical to strictly
enforce the National Building Code and demolish the risky
buildings. Given Dhaka’s increasing vulnerability, we can no
longer afford to remain oblivious or inactive.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY
Mahmoud Abbas elected

On this day in 2005, Mahmoud Abbas, who was a founder of
Fatah in the 1950s and served briefly as prime minister of the
Palestinian Authority (PA) in 2003 under Yasser Arafat, was
elected president of the PA.

What makes the economy
more troubled to progress?

OPEN SKY

Dr Birupaksha Paul

is professor of economics at the
State University of New York at
Cortland in the US. His recent book is
‘Sangkatkaler Orthoniti.”

BIRUPAKSHA PAUL

If there is any element of truth in
the saying, “Morning shows the day,”
the interim government has failed
to show a bright morning in terms
of stabilising the economy. The
two economic vices—inflation and
unemployment—were at the root of
the student-led mass uprising in July
August 2024, yet both reign supreme
even after five months of the interim
government’s inception. And there
is no certainty that the economic
aspects won’t deteriorate further,
suggesting that the government
should now think seriously about
holding an inclusive election at its
earliest capacity.

That was not the deal when the
interim government took office
on August 8 last year. Massive
corruption and an authoritarian
rule masquerading the facade of
democracy contributed to the drastic
ouster of the Awami League regime.
In that backdrop, almost all political
parties and the public demanded
the sequencing of reforms first
before holding an election. As time
passed by, many, if not all, influential
political parties are demanding the
election first before delivering reform
in the economy. The question of how
far a non-elected government can go
for time-consuming reforms within
its limited capacity has become the
talk of the town in recent days. And
that very political landscape has made
the economy more troubled than ever
before.

The economy is not heading in the
right direction because of two things:
i) inherited mismanagement from the
previous regime; and ii) conflicting
priorities and intrinsic bumpiness
of the interim government. The
government seems to be engaged
in unnecessary political debates by
indulging untimely sociopolitical
issues related to the constitution
and history. This is unwarranted,
particularly when the priority should
be to curb inflation and to reduce
unemployment.

Although the Bangladesh Bank
governor expects the inflation rate
to drop to around seven percent by
June this year, the rising price of the
US dollar doesn’t lend credence to it.
The indomitable practice of localised
extortions and organised syndication

are sending the prices of necessary
commodities beyond the reach of
the extreme poor and lower-middle
class that occupy a lion’s share of the

population.
A minimum level of
macroeconomic stability will be

hard to achieve if the interim
government keeps its attention on
political confusion, noneconomic
diplomacy, racial discontent, and
a huge vagueness about its own
strategic intent. Simply a market-
based exchange rate or interest rate
doesn’t create macro stability when
the rulers have a nebulous roadmap

to follow. Printing Tk 22,500 crore to
resuscitate the drowned banks seems
necessary at the time, but it will refuel
inflation despite the parallel mop-up
attempts, which are inadequate.

As the Bangladesh Bank data on
ILC settlements suggest, imports of
consumer goods fell by 13.4 percent
during the July-November period of
2024 over its corresponding period
of 2023, suggesting a further pressure
on inflation due to the supply
shortage. At the same time, a decline
in imports for capital machinery by
21.9 percent will invariably hurt the
country’s productive capacity and

growth potential. A decrease in the
imports of intermediate goods by
15.4 percent over the same period will
dampen industrial production, which
already suffers from labour unrest,
layofls, and sporadic closures.

These factors will largely contribute
to the weakening of GDP that is
expected to see four percent growth
this fiscal year, as per the World
Bank forecast. Bangladesh heads
to an untimely stagflation, which
has tormented many economies
in the 1970s in the wake of the oil
shocks. A Phillips curve, which
exhibits a typical trade-off between
unemployment and inflation,
disappears during stagflation when
both stagnancy and inflation force
the toiling mass to walk through
a tightrope. Stagflation makes the
economy nosedive and induces youth
frustration to erupt, the primary
symptoms of which are looming. The
student force seems to remain hugely
unsettled in the education sector,
damaging the quality of human

capital for the future.

Despite these negative signals, one
piece of good news is that remittances
in December 2024 made a record
inflow of $2.64 billion. There are three
reasons behind it: i) a fair value for
the dollar that reached up to Tk 126
per dollar; ii) continuation of the 2.5
percentincentiveinaddition to the fair
dollar price made the hundi channel
less attractive; and iii) Bangladeshis
tend to send more money during
the dry season, which is good for
marriages, festivities, construction of
buildings, and purchases of durable
commodities. However, this trend

may fall again when the central bank
switches back to capping the dollar
price at Tk 123.

Remittances alone aren’t enough
to ensure a good growth in foreign
exchange reserves. A fall in imports
will impede growth in exports.
Although forex reserves slightly edged
up to around $21.4 billion on the last
day of 2024, its growth will be eroded
if foreign direct investments (FDIs)
don’t pick up. FDIs in FY2024 declined
by 8.8 percent, and the trend has even
worsened during the interim regime.
IFDIs in the July-October period of
Y2025 saw a collapse by 19.8 percent,
suggesting that the foreign capitalists
are not considering Bangladesh right
now as a hotspot for investment. FDIs
don’t flow in unless domestic private
investment shows an uptick, and
here lies a problem with the interim
government’s capability for creating a
credible business environment.

If the government is passionate
about reforms, why did it deliver
the contract of ground-handling of

VISUAL: SALMAN SAKIB SHAHRYAR

the third terminal of Dhaka airport
to a branded inefficient company,
Biman, whose stories of corruption
are rampant? Why would it keep the
Financial Institutions Division (FID),
which made default loans worse? Why
would it jump into non-productive
expenses for buying weapons from
China and Pakistan right now? This
decision can wait for an elected
government. There are other priorities
which the interim government has
not only failed to address, but it has
also confused the economy, which
is facing terrible headwinds, with its
poor managerial leadership.

Now is the time to act on Rohingya crisis

Jubaida Auhana Faruque
is pursuing master’s in public and

international affairs at the University of

Pittsburgh in the US.

JUBAIDA AUHANA FARUQUE

Despite hosting over a million
Rohingyas for seven years, Bangladesh
lacks a policy measure to manage and
regulate these Myanmar nationals on
its soil. With Myanmar descending
into a civil war, the number of
Rohingya refugees is increasing,
adding to an already overwhelming
crisis. According (o a policy brief by
the European Union, there are several
agreements between  Bangladesh
and relevant parties to protect
the rights of Rohingyas. However,
the absence of national policy
frameworks complicates managing
their identification, movement, and
protection,  creating uncertainty
for displaced populations and host
communities.

Though several security issues
are coming to the forefront with
the recent change in government
in Bangladesh, the Rohingyas have
received little attention so far. Chief
Adviser Dr Muhammad Yunus called
for the expedited resettlement of
Rohingya refugees to third countries,
but no country or international
organisations have shown much
interest in proceeding with that. Under
such circumstances, it's expected
that the Rohingya will remain in the
country a bit longer.

Bangladesh has earned a chance
at a new start, which should include
addressing the significant number

of people accommodated by one of
its most important tourist cities. Due
to the lack of an asylum policy, the
government has little control over
the movement and regulations of
the refugees. The Rohingya people
have been leaving camps to take up
jobs in the host community without
permits, replacing local labour
and straining the economy. A local
resident told Prothom Alo, “You need
to pay a local labourer Tk 600 daily,
but a Rohingya does the same job
for Tk 200-300. Naturally, they get
hired first.” Though UNHCR assists
with registration and identification,
and security forces oversee their
movement, the absence of a robust
policy hampers effective coordination
due to unclear guidelines. Adding
to the economic strain are security
concerns, with reports of Rohingyas
getting involved in criminal activities.
A Rohingya leader told Reuters, “A
series of murders of Rohingya men,
including some leaders, at the camps
have sparked fear and concern about
militant groups gaining power and
local authorities failing to curb
increasing violence.” These issues
not only jeopardise the safety of host
communities but also stigmatise
the displaced population, making it
harder to foster coexistence.

With Dr Yunus, a Nobel Peace
laureate, leading the government,

a durable solution is expected
to come to the discussion table.
However, in last year’s August, the
foreign affairs ministry adviser
declared that Bangladesh couldn’t
accept one more Rohingya, while Dr
Yunus reaffirmed support without
suggesting actionable policies. These
mixed signals underscore that a clear
asylum policy is essential to managing

The government

can form a reform
commission to develop
policies for all foreign
nationals seeking or
receiving asylum. The
commission, headed by
arefugee and migration
specialist, should
create a white paper to
suggest the rights and
restrictions for asylum
seekers and receivers
to the government and
stakeholders.

the crisis effectively and strengthening
Bangladesh’s role in addressing forced
displacement globally.

Since Bangladesh is not a signatory
to the 1951 Refugee Convention, it
doesn’t identify the Rohingyas as
“refugees” and prefers to label them
as Forcefully Displaced Myanmar
Nationals (FDMNs). While this
designation may avoid legal obligations
tied to the convention, it does little to
resolve the realities of hosting these
people indefinitely.

In this case, the government can
form a reform commission to develop
policies for all foreign nationals seeking

or receiving asylum. The commission,
headed by a refugee and migration
specialist, should create a white paper
to suggest the rights and restrictions
for asylum seekers and receivers to the
government and stakeholders. This
must include ensuring their safety
and access to essential services while
specifying restrictions on movement.
It needs to determine the form and
extent of retribution upon breaking
domestic laws. Instead of modeling the
policy on any other country’s example,
it should be tailored to Bangladesh’s
recent political transition. It should
reflect the shift from an authoritarian
government that neglected the crisis
to a more accountable leadership
based on change demanded by the
public.

The policy should also be adaptable
to [uture needs. Most importantly,
it should advocate for and create
pathways towards durable solutions.
This policy framework  should
demonstrate that Bangladesh is
temporarily hosting the Rohingyas and
providing all kinds of accommodation
and protection; nonetheless, there
needs to be a long-term solution.

While repatriation might not be an
immediate solution, ways to push for
resettlement should be mentioned.
Countries must increase their
commitments to resettle Rohingyas
and provide support for managing the
crisis. Besides, if there are scopes for
local integration, that should also be
discussed.

Bangladesh has an opportunity
to lead by example, showing that
even non-signatories to the Refugee
Convention can uphold the principles
of humanity and responsibility.
The current government must seize
this moment to turn the rhetoric of
support into actionable reforms.
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Tulip Siddiq’s scandal and the
politics of gratitude

H.M. Nazmul Alam

is lecturer at the Department of English

and Modern Languages of the International
University of Business, Agriculture and
‘Technology (IUBAT).

He can be reached at nazmulalam.rijohn@
gmail.com.

H.M.NAZMUL ALAM

If Netflix were to produce a political
thriller titded The Minister and
Her Many Mansions, it would
likely trend globally within hours.
Tulip Siddiq, UK’s anti-corruption
minister (yes, let’s all savour that
job title for a moment), has become
the centre of a political scandal so
rich in plot twists, property deeds,
and geopolitical side characters
that even House of Cards feels
like an Ikea instruction manual in
comparison.

Let’s start with the flats. Pricey
properties dotting London’s posh
neighbourhoods have been gifted
or linked to Siddiq through a
delightful labyrinth of “family
gratitude,” “political alliances,” and
good old-fashioned South Asian
familial loyalty. Imagine Monopoly,
but instead of “Go to Jail,” the cards
read: “Go o Parliamentary Ethics
Committee. Do not pass. Go, do not
collect public trust.”

» o«

The King’s Cross flat, worth
a breezy 700,000 pounds, was
reportedly a gift from Abdul
Motalif, a property developer with
ties to Bangladesh’s former ruling
party, the Awami League. The
justification? Gratitude for the
financial support given by Siddiq’s
parents during his “challenging
time.” Because, as we all know, the
standard repayment for a good loan
in South Asian families isn’t a box
of mishti, but prime London real
estate.

And then there’s the nuclear

subplot. In 2013, Siddiq was
photographed alongside Sheikh
Hasina, her aunt and former

Bangladesh prime minister, and
Russian President Vladimir Putin
at the signing ceremony of a $12.65
billion nuclear power plant deal
between Bangladesh and Russia.
Critics suggest funds from this
deal may have trickled into plush

The King’s Cross flat, worth a breezy 700,000
pounds, was reportedly a gift to Tulip from
Abdul Motalif, a property developer with

ties to Bangladesh’s former ruling party, the
Awami League. The justification? Gratitude
for the financial support given by Siddiq’s
parents during his ‘challenging time.’

Why does the proclamation of July

Monira Sharmin

is joint convener and executive
member at Jatiya Nagorik
Committee.

MONIRA SHARMIN

Growing discontent among citizens
over structural  problems like
pervasive  corruption, economic
inequality, poor governance, and
environmental oversight led to
the July uprising. The struggles of
marginalised communities were
made worse by long-standing
complaints about the political and
administrative  systems’ lack of
accountability and transparency. The
tipping point was when a number
of crises—such as rising economic
inflation, declining quality of public
services, and the administration’s
inaction in mitigating persistent
natural disasters—sparked public
indignation. The uprising was further
fuelled by youth-led movements
demanding structural reforms and
greater inclusivity in decision-making

The proclamation of
the July uprising, led by
a courageous student
movement that toppled
afascist regime at the
cost of at least 1,500
lives, will be a profound
declaration of justice,
resilience, and rebirth.
It will commemorate
the martyrs who paid
the ultimate price to
liberate the nation
from tyranny.

processes. Digital platforms played
a crucial role in mobilising protests,
spreading awareness, and uniting
voices across the country.

The July wuprising became a
manifestation of collective anger
against decades of systemic neglect
and a demand for transformative
change, aiming to establish a more
just, accountable, and sustainable
governance framework in Bangladesh.
This underscores why a proclamation
for the July uprising is an imperative
clarion call for our time.

In a time marked by systemic
disparities and escalating discontent,

London properties, and honestly, if
this were a Marvel movie, that would
be Siddiq’s villain origin story.

But don’t worry; her party leader,
Sir Keir Starmer, insists he still has
full confidence in her. Confidence,
as defined in politics, is typically a
temporary feeling that lasts right
until the next front-page scandal.
Meanwhile, Conservative MPs are

accused by Meta of running fake
social media campaigns to suppress
dissenting voices. Meta, the digital
Godzilla, swooped in, shut down
accounts, and delivered their report
with the dramatic flair of a Black
Mirror episode.

The media circus around Tulip
Siddiq has reached its peak. Daily
headlines dissect her financial

But let’s face it: if this is market rate,
then London’s property market is a
dystopian sci-fi economy.

But wait, there’s more! Siddiq’s
mother, Sheikh Rehana, resides in a
1.4-million-pound home in Golders
Green, reportedly owned by the son
of a close ally and adviser to the
former prime minister. The tangled
financial web extends further when

circling like sharks around Siddiq,
demanding  inquiries, audits,
and perhaps an entire season of
Corruption:  The  Westminster
Edition.

The subplot also features Tulip’s
siblings, Azmina and Radwan,
linked to a political think tank

disclosures, her living arrangements,
and her curious pattern of inherited,
gifted, or strategically rented homes.
The latest in this drama says Siddiq
now rents a 2.1-million-pound
Finchley mansion owned by an
Awami League affiliate. Naturally,
she insists the rent is “market rate.”

uprising matter?

document persuasively presented the
philosophical foundations of their
demands, which were based on the
principles of equality, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness. The declaration
gave the American Revolution broad
support and moral legitimacy by
outlining complaints and a vision for
just governance.

Furthermore, proclamations

. ?W:’EU
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The July uprising became a manifestation of collective anger against
decades of systemic neglect and a demand for transformative change.

such a declaration transcends a mere
announcement, serving instead as a
foundational ideological pillar that
validates the revolution’s legitimacy.
It weaves a unifying narrative,
articulates  collective  grievances,
envisionsa futurerootedin equity,and
ignites the momentum required for
transformative, collective action. By
anchoring the uprising in principles
of justice, solidarity, and resilience,
the proclamation establishes moral
and political legitimacy, compelling
both adherents and adversaries
to reckon with its transformative
agenda. Moreover, as a historical
document, it immortalises the
spirit of the uprising, preserving its
significance for posterity.
Throughout history, proclamation
has been an essential tool in shaping
revolutions and  transformative
movements. They outline the
desires of the masses, capture the
spirit of revolutionary intent, and
offer a unified plan of action. A
proclamation’s capacity to express
a distinct vision is the first of several
reasons why it is vital. Clarity of
purpose matters during times of
upheaval when the status quo is
questioned. A proclamation unites
disparate voices behind a common

cause, serving as a manifesto.
Take the American colonies’
Declaration of Independence

(1776). In addition to reaffirming
the colonies’ independence from
British domination, this historic

serve (o galvanise the masses. A well-
crafted proclamation transcends
mere words, striking a chord with
the emotions and aspirations of the
people. This dynamic is best shown
by the Declaration of the Rights of
Man and of the Citizen (1789), which
was first issued during the French
Revolution.  This  proclamation
reshaped the relationship between
the state and the person and was
based on the Enlightenment ideals of
equality, liberty, and fraternity.
Proclamations are also important
because they give revolutionary forces
legitimacy. They are declarations of
moral and legal authority as well as
calls to action. One such example is
Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation
Proclamation (1863). It proclaimed
the freedom of enslaved people in
Confederate states, redefining the
American Civil War as a fight for
human liberty, even though it was
essentially a wartime measure. The
Union’s cause gained international
support and strengthened its moral
standing by being in line with the
universal principles of justice and
freedom. Additionally, proclamations
act as historical landmarks. They
immortalise the inception of
transformative moments, providing
future generations with a lens through
which to understand the aspirations
and struggles of their forebears. The
Proclamation of the Irish Republic
(1916), read during the Easter Rising,
underscored the Irish people’s

demand for  self-determination.
Though the uprising was suppressed,
the proclamation became a symbol
of resistance, fuelling the eventual
realisation of an independent Ireland.

These are just a few examples
of how these documents have
influenced their respective
revolutions and sparked innumerable
fights for equality and justice around
the world. Their capacity to turn ideas
into deeds and inscribe the spirit of
revolution into history is what gives
them their enduring impact.

The proclamation of the July
uprising, led by a courageous student
movement that toppled a fascist
regime at the cost of at least 1,500
lives, will be a profound declaration
of justice, resilience, and rebirth. It
will commemorate the martyrs who
paid the ultimate price to liberate
the nation from tyranny, while
condemning the oppressive regime
and its heinous actions under the

VISUAL: MONOROM POLOK

we consider that Siddiq also co-owns
another flat worth 865,000 pounds
with her husband.

What makes this entire affair
ironic is Siddiq’s role as the UK’s anti-
corruption minister. It’s like casting
Walter White as the head of the DEA.
And vyet, despite the uproar, Siddiq

directive of former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. This will articulate
the revolutionary vision of a society
founded on equity, accountability,
and democratic values. It will reaffirm
the power of collective action and the
indomitable spirit of the youth, who
stood against systemic oppression.
This proclamation, which will
represent both a confrontation
with the past and an optimistic leap
towards a better, freer tomorrow, will
mark a turning point in the history of
the country. A critical turning point
in the country’s political trajectory
came about when the interim
government decided to endorse
the July Proclamation a couple
of weeks ago. The administration
hopes to strengthen the legitimacy
of the revolution and guarantee that
the voices of those who gave their
lives—especially the students and
protesters—remain at the forefront
of the story by incorporating active

remains in her post, steadfastly
denying any wrongdoing. Her
supporters insist the allegations are
politically motivated, crafted by her
aunt’s enemies back in Bangladesh.
In true South Asian fashion, family
and politics remain an inseparable,
melodramatic soap opera.

The Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) of Bangladesh
is now investigating an alleged
embezzlement of 3.9 billion pounds
linked to the nuclear power plant
project. The ACC’s findings will
undoubtedly either vindicate Siddiq
or turn her into the anti-corruption
minister who couldn’t pass her own
audit. But here’s the kicker: the UK
parliament’s standards watchdog has
already reprimanded Siddiq once for
failing to declare rental income on
one of her properties. The oversight
was dismissed as an “inadvertent
error,” a phrase that politicians seem
to have trademarked.

Her defenders argue that much
of the scandal rests on guilt by
association. But guilt by association
becomes harder to dismiss when
said associations involve property
tycoons, political dynasties, and, oh
yes, Vladimir Putin.

So what now? Will Tulip Siddiq
weather the storm, or will this
scandal become Labour’s Achilles’
heel in the next election cycle? The
Conservatives are certainly banking
on the latter, with key MPs already
sharpening their rhetorical knives
for future debates.

Fornow,wewaitasSiddiq continues
her starring role in the gripping saga
of politics, property, and “gratitude.”
The lesson here? When it comes to
political scandals, always follow the
money—and, apparently, the Land
Registry records.

participants in the declaration
process. This joint endeavour will
highlight the value of inclusivity
in forming the nation’s future
administration and signify a shared
dedication to the principles of justice,
democracy, and human dignity.

Since the interim government
binds itself with the goals and
efforts of the revolutionaries, the
proclamation can become both
a formal declaration of change
and an act of social reaffirmation.
Through this approach, it can foster
solidarity and show that the new
political settlement will be based on
widespread public engagement and
accountability. The participation of
those actively involved in the struggle
guarantees that the proclamation can
be a true manifestation of the desire
of the people, rather than just a top-
down announcement, confirming the
fundamental nature of the revolution
and safeguarding its course.

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Local Government Engineering Department

Office of the Upazila Engineer
Keshabpur, Jashore.
www.lged.gov.bd

Reference No: 46.02.4138.000.14.001.2024.15
e-Tender Notice No-02/2024-25 (LTM)

Date: 08.01.2025.

e-Tender is invited in the National ¢c-GP System Portal (htp:i/www.cprocure.gov.bd) for the-

procurement of works mention below under LGED, District : Jashore.

[ :;‘_‘ I'unr-::ll{if 1D Puckage No. & Name of works "I'unlc)lg:'ul.;sfr?r:‘::ing I‘cndcr{(::.';::sgngiﬂ:mEpcnlng
1 | 1058267 e-Tender/ ADP/Kes/ Tri/2024-25/W-01 26/01/2025, 17.00 27/01/2025, 15.00
"2 | 1058268 c-Tender/ADP/Kes/Sag/2024-25/W-02 26/01/2025, 17.00 27/01/2025, 15.00
_3_ 1058269 e-Tender/ADP/Kes/Moj/2024-25/W-03 26/01/2025, 17.00 27/01/2025, 15.00
4| 1058270 e-Tender/ADP/Kes/Bid/2024-25/W-04 26/01/2025. 17.00 27/01/2025, 15.00
3 | 1058271 | e-Tender/ADP/Kes/Mon/2024-25/W-05 26/01/2025, 17.00 27/01/2025, 15.00
6 | 1058272 | e-Tender/ADP/Kes/Kes/2024-25/W-06 26/01/2025, 17.00 27/01/2025, 15.00
|7 | 1058273 e-Tender/ADP/Kes/Paj/2024-25/W-07. 26/01/2025, 17.00 27/01/2025, 15.00
8 | 1038274 e-Tender/ADP/Kes/Sul/2024-25/W-08 26/01/2025, 17.00 27/01/2025, 15.00
Q 1058275 e-Tender/ ADP/K es/Gow2024-25/W-09 26/01/2025, 17.00 27/01/2025, 15.00
10 1058276 e-Tender/ ADP/Kes/Sut/2024-25/'W-10 2670172025, 17.00 27/01/2025, 15.00
11 | 1058277 e-Tender/ADP/Kes/Has/2024-25/W-11 26/01/2025, 17.00 27/01/2025, 15.00
I2 1060544 e-Tender/Ra}/Kes/UPZ/2024-25/M-12 26/01/2025, 17.00 27/01/2025, 15.00
13 10605435 e-Tender/Raj/Kes/UPZ/2024-25/M-13 26/01/2025,17.00 27/01/2025, 15.00

This is an online

[N.B-Details Notice Board]

GI-ES

tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP portal and no
offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System

Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.

The fees for downloading the e-Tender Documents from the National e-GP System portal have to be
deposited online through any registered Bank's branches up to 17.00, Date: 26-Januar

and from e-GP help desk (helpdesk{@eprocure.gov.bd).

E-mail:

(Md. Nazimul Haque)
Upazila Engineer
LGED, Keshabpur,

keshs
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Include Marginalised Women in
Climate Action Plans and Adaptation

The Baily Star

* Federal Ministry
% for Economic Cooperation
and Developmen
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Strengthening Systems for Dewslopment

Partnership Development Justice

POLLISREE
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Real need, Real help

»» Improve the
capacity of local
governments
to respond
effectively

to climate
challenges.

»» Allocate
sufficient funds
for climate
adaptation

and ensure
they reach the
marginalised
people.

»» Encourage broad and
diverse participation

in decision-making
processes, particularly
that of women.
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»» Enhance access to
essential resources and
services for vulnerable
communities.

»» Support locally led
adaptation strategies

to increase resilience to
climate change impacts.

»» |dentify and remove
social and institutional
barriers that hinder
effective climate
adaptation, particularly
focusing on the social
barriers for women.

»» Strengthen conflict
transformation
approaches that include
positive connectors to
tackle climate-induced
conflicts.

»» Protect eco-
professions endangered
by climate change.

»» Diversify research
interests with an
intersectional lens.

»» Incorporate non-
economic losses and
damages into the
compensation packages.

In collaboration with The
Daily Star, NETZ organised a
roundtable discussion titled
“Gender-Sensitive Climate
Actions  for  Marginalised
Communities” on November
6, 2024. Here we publish a
summary of the discussion.
E =

~—— itis almost certain that
the global temperature

will rise by 2 degrees Celsius by 2050.
Despite contributing little to climate
change through human economic
activities, Bangladesh is one of the
most vulnerable countries to its
effects.

In 2022, NETZ conducted a study
to understand the causes and impacts
of climate change on marginalised
communities in Bangladesh. The
study revealed that people whose
livelihoods depend on nature-based
occupations, such as farmers and
agricultural workers, are directly
affected by climate shocks. Due to
the patriarchal and unequal social
structure, the burden of climate
change is disproportionately borne by
women and disadvantaged groups.

Based on the study’s findings, the
researchers proposed two policy
briefs. One recommendation is to
develop and implement gender-
sensitive action plans; the second
advocates  for  using  conflict
transformation methods in climate-
induced contflicts.

However, we believe that the
impacts of climate change and
the strategies to mitigate them are
extensive and multifaceted. It is
with this understanding that we
have organised today’s roundtable
meeting, seeking your valuable
opinions and suggestions. Your
insights and experiences from your
own lives will greatly enrich our
discussions and help guide future
actions.

Dr Max Stille,
Executive Director,
NETZ

The world’s climate is
changing rapidly, and

Dr Meghna
Guhathakurta,
Executive Director,
Research Initiatives
Bangladesh (RIB)
NETZ, BARCIK,
DASCOH, MJISKS,
and Pollisree conducted a study
titled “Vulnerabilities, Adaptation
Capacities and Conlflict Dynamics
in the Context of Climate Change
in Bangladesh” across fourteen
upazilas in seven districts. The study
focused on three key ecosystems:
the Barind tract, the northern river
basin, and the southwest coastal
region. Climate disasters such as
cyclones, tidal surges, salinity, floods,
erosion, droughts, and cold waves are
recurring and increasing challenges
in these areas, severely impacting
livelihoods in small-scale agriculture,
wage work, home gardening, and
livestock. Access to drinking water,
fuel, WASH, housing, education,
fisheries, and market links are
disrupted. Vulnerable social groups,
particularly women in poverty who
rely on home gardens and natural
resources for their basic needs, are
disproportionately affected.

The study identified three main
social causes of vulnerability: extreme
poverty, which limits adaptive
capacity and social security; power
imbalances and poor relationships
between impoverished women and
local government officials; and gender
drivers, including patriarchal norms
that restrict women’s mobility and
decision-making. Key institutional
issues included unresponsive local
governments, inadequate needs
assessments, barriers to accessing
social protection and microfinance,
and gender disparities. Approximately
65 per cent of the respondents were
unaware of Disaster Management
Committees (DMCs), another
institution with a low level of female
inclusion.

Climate-induced  conflicts  are
multidimensional. ~ They include
disputes over water, fuel collection,
and reconstruction resources,
as well as gender-based violence
linked to male migration. Existing
conflict resolution mechanisms are
inadequate, often biased, and lack
transformative strategies.

On the other hand, Gender-
Responsive Climate Actions (GRCA)
are not aligned with national climate
policies, and local governments often
fail to meet the needs of vulnerable
groups. Key  recommendations
include enhancing local government
responsiveness, integrating gender

into climate adaptation plans,
promoting inclusive decision-making,
and improving resource access.
Building adaptive capacity through
locally-led  solutions, addressing
social and institutional barriers,
and improving conflict resolution
mechanisms are also crucial.

Simultaneously,  civil  society
should facilitate multi-stakeholder
collaboration, raise awareness,
promote gender justice, and localise
livelihoods to mitigate climate-related
migration. Additionally, protecting
eco-professions threatened by climate
change and strengthening family
arbitration mechanisms for gender
equality are essential steps.

Maria Murmu,
Member of a Civil
Society Organisation
in Dinajpur

Our village comprises
around 50 families
living together,
most of whom belong to the same
socioeconomic class. Facing natural
calamities is a regular occurrence
for us. We endure droughts, untimely
rainfall, and unusually cold winters.
Since our livelihoods depend heavily
on the weather, we often have to
seek work elsewhere when calamities
strike. We begin searching for work as
early as 4:00 am, facing harassment
from agents, to whom we must pay
for the opportunity to work. The
local chairman has not been able to
assist us. This issue urgently needs
resolution, and we seek your support
to address it.

Fahmida Nasreen,
Student, Lalmonirhat

' I live in a remote area
= '

prone (o river erosion,
flooding, and similar
natural calamities.
River  erosion and
flooding are the most prominent
forms of natural disasters here. We
have organised several awareness
campaigns, such as debate and essay
writing competitions on natural
disasters, as well as an afforestation
campaign funded by our own tiffin
money. Additionally, we have installed
trash bins in every room (o ensure a
smooth waste management process,
all initiated by students.

I have also tried to raise awareness
among my family members and
neighbours about the benefits of
afforestation at a personal level. The
frequency of floods in our area has
reached an alarming level. While
floods used to occur only once every
few years some 20-30 years ago,
they now happen six times a year, as
witnessed in 2024.

During these crises, ladvised people
on crisis management strategies, such
as storing dry food items, taking care
of the elderly and pregnant women,
and boiling drinking water before
consumption. This guidance has
helped many in our community stay
safe during flood events.

Sharmeen S Murshid,
Advisor, Ministry of
Social Welfare and
Women and Children

Affairs
Research should
be directed along

multiple avenues to uncover various
aspects of climate change. Although
we did not cause this crisis, we are
among its worst victims. Our voices,
therefore, should be amplified on
international platforms in protest—a
role that Bangladesh has consistently
played. Research should serve as
our primary tool for climate-related
advocacy, enabling us to deepen our
understanding of the issues and adapt
our approaches as needed.

We must critically examine our
research methods to identify areas
requiring fundamental changes. For
example, we need more information
on the [feminisation of family
units affected by climate change,
particularly regarding its impact on

quality of life. We should also examine
the work opportunities available
to women who unexpectedly find
themselves as heads of households
due to climate-related crises. These
women often lack stable livelihoods,
which affects their quality of life and
contributes to poverty in disaster-
prone areas.

Important questions include: What
drives men to leave these families?
How is the concept of family evolving
in these regions, and how does this
shift contribute to worsening poverty?
A socioeconomic transformation is
underway, and we must recognise
the emergence of women-dominated
economies in these affected areas.

In terms of conflict resolution,
we need to explore peacebuilding
strategies, focusing on strengthening
areas that have remained free of
conflict. Our approach should always
be research-driven and policy-
focused. Now is the time to innovate
and find alternative  methods,
enabling us to take a significant step
forward in addressing these critical
issues.

Dr Tania Haque,
Professor, Department
of Women and Gender
Studies, Dhaka
University

My experience as a
researcher tells me
that to explore new horizons in
research, there is no alternative
to inclusive information. Our
focus should be on developing a
mechanism to gather comprehensive
and inclusive data. It is essential
to remember that marginalised
communities are not homogeneous
groups, and our approach must
adopt an intersectional lens when
studying their issues, hardships, and
vulnerabilities.

Patriarchy does not only impact
women but also harms men. This
makes it even more critical to apply
an intersectional perspective when
examining the roles of patriarchy in
climate studies and in addressing
crises and gender-based responses.
Often, there is limited awareness of
the true cost of violence, which must
be borne not only by the victims or
survivors but also by the perpetrators.
These are issues that need to be
highlighted.

Women disproportionately carry
the burden of unpaid care work
and reproductive tasks. This unpaid
labour represents both a burden
and a developmental challenge that
must be considered when addressing
gender responsiveness in climate
crisis management.

Anguri Begum, CSO
Member, Naogaon

Our livelihoods are
threatened by frequent
floods, which prevent
us from catching and
selling fish. Droughts
also contribute to this issue. Our
community consists of 150 fishers, and
we also face significant harassment
from the local farmers. We urgently
need a solution to these problems and
kindly request that you come forward
to help mediate these conflicts.

Dilruba Haider,
Programme Specialist,
DRR, Climate Change
ﬁ‘ and Humanitarian
Action, Bangladesh
| Country Office, UN
Women
There is no alternative to women’s
participation and leadership in
locally-led adaptation. Women are
devising various types of adaptation
strategies at the field level, as they
are left with no other choice in the
absence of men. We need to empower
them as leaders by incorporating
their indigenous knowledge and
capabilities.
Currently, only 0.01% of climate-
related funds are invested in climate
change and gender issues worldwide.

Most funds are directed towards
mitigation, yet we need to focus more
on adaptation. Only 4-5 out of our
National Adaptation Plan’s (NAP)
113 sections include gender-focused
initiatives. The ccGAP and NAP need
to be synchronised for us to make real
progress.

Shahariar Sadat,
Centre for Peace and
Justice Studies, Brac
Jniversity

Our focal points on this
issue can be described
by the 4Cs: Conflict,
Competition, Coordination, and
Cooperation. Competition arises from
conlflict, often driven by the scarcity
of resources. We need to shift from
conflict and competition towards
cooperation and coordination, aiming
for peace. Wealth redistribution is
central to addressing this issue.

Women face significant barriers
to accessing resources, including
healthcare, education, financial
services, social services, and justice.
We must invest in women’s health,
education, and gender justice.

It is essential to recognise that
the impacts of climate change can
cause trauma. We need to increase
our sensitivity to the traumatic
experiences associated with climate
change, both at a societal and
institutional level. There must be a
focus on improving psychosocial
health. In a country of 170 million
people, only around 1,000 individuals
are certified to provide psychological
treatment. Until we address these
issues, we cannot fully resolve the
climate-related conflicts we face.

The internally displaced people
who migrate to cities like Dhaka are
often treated as a burden. If we are to
focus on building social resilience, we
need to find ways to transform these
individuals into resources rather than
viewing them as burdens. Education
is a critical area of focus, and we
must ensure that this population,
particularly women, has access to it.

r Soneka Rani, CSO
Member, Lalmonirhat
This vyear, our area
'_ has experienced 5-6
ﬁi floods. The most recent

one caused significant

damage to our entire
community, destroying all our crops.
There is now a large dent next to my
house, which poses a serious risk
of accidents and injuries. We took
shelter in our neighbour’s house, as
it had a higher foundation and could
offer us more protection from the
floodwaters.

Around 10 families are living in
that house. We are now much more
aware of the risks than we used to
be. We keep an eye on Facebook and
wait for updates from the local alert
system. Additionally, we store dry
food items and cash for emergencies.

Mamun Hossain
Mithu, Member,
JDMC, Satkhira
The impact of climate-
related calamities has
spread throughout
my community and
area. Climate change has caused a
drastic shift in the coastal regions
over the past 15 to 20 years. Every
year, we fall viciim to floods, tidal
waves, cyclones, and other disasters.
Flooding and river erosion occur
even outside the monsoon season.
Our fertile land and drinking water
have been severely impacted by these
calamities, worsening health due to
the increasing salinity of water.
Unplanned dams, shrimp farms,
and crab hatcheries further contribute
to the crisis. There is no alternative
to proper planning in combating
such disasters. Poverty levels are at
an all-time high, due to limited job
opportunities in our area. Men from
the community are seeking work in
hazardous environments such as brick
kilns. For half of the year, they are

unable to be with their families, which
increases the suffering of women. The
men’s health also deteriorates due to
the dangerous working conditions
away from home, and even then, they
struggle to support their families
properly due to inflation.

Children are dropping out of
school. WAPDA is never prepared to
tackle crises immediately, hindered
by  burecaucratic backlogs and

paperwork. The budget allocation
for our area is insufficient to address
these challenges.

£

Shamim Ara Begum,
Executive Director,
Pollisree
m We need to look for
sustainable  solutions
—— right around the
corner and actively
work towards them. It is also crucial
to identify the challenges faced
by women, starting from the local
level and extending to the national
level. Focusing on even one of these
levels would be a significant step
forward. We must ensure the active
participation of women at all levels.

Pavel Partho, Director,

BARCIK
E) We need to make our
disaster rehabilitation
3 packages more
—— sensitive to the role
of gender. We have
observed a lack of this in the most
recent flood in the Southeast region.
Currently, the proposed solutions to
climate change are largely hybrid and
based on fossil fuels, which ultimately
cause more harm in the long run.
Additionally, we often overlook non-
economic losses and damages. Many
of the losses incurred by women are
non-economic, and this must be
integrated into the discussion about
loss and damage funds. We must
recognise these issues in the context
of marginalised communities and
incorporate them into our national

plans.

Akramul Haque, CEO,
DASCOH Foundation

[ come from the
drought-prone
north-west region
of the country,
popularly known as
the “Barendra” (Barind Tract). This
area is heavily impacted by climate
change, and its landscape has already
undergone significant changes. The
region is home to many plainland
indigenous communities, with a large
proportion of indigenous women
working in agrarian professions. The
transformation of the landscape
towards orchard farming has had a
negative impact on their livelihoods.
There is also an increase in wealth
inequality and a widening gender gap.
To make meaningful progress, we
must address these disparities.

Kaniz Fatima,
Coordinator, Right to
Food

Seventy-four percent of
women are part of the
agrarian labour force,
yet only around 5%
own cultivable land. The law prevents
widowed women from obtaining
ownership of “Khas” land unless
they have a son. The issue of land
ownership is a crucial one, especially
concerning  the  climate-related
vulnerabilities faced by women. We
have been attempting to reform the
law for the past 20 years but to no
avail.

Amit Ranjan Dey,
Deputy Manager,
ActionAid Bangladesh
Our development
investments need (o
be better planned.
Government  bodies,
INGOs, and international donors
must be more careful about where
they allocate their investments.
Additionally, these efforts require
closer monitoring from our side.
While our agricultural  policy
acknowledges the role of women
farmers, we lack sufficient budgetary
allocation to implement the policy
effectively.

Tanjim Ferdous,
In-charge, NGOs and
Foreign Missions,

' Business Development
m Team, The Daily Star
— The resilience

demonstrated by
women in communities affected by
climate change is truly commendable.
Our jargon has little impact on
their lives. Their concerns are
fundamentally tied to the quality of
life they lead and the livelihoods they
can earn. This is what we must focus
on, first and foremost.
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Live from 6:30 pm
BPL
Rangpur vs Barishal | Big Bash League
Live from 1:30 pm | Melbourne Star vs
Dhaka vs Sydney Sixers
Chittagong Live from 2:15 pm

NG

»
]

SPORTS REPORTER from Sylhet

The temperature in Sylhet went
down drastically in the last 48
hours, reaching as low as 15
degrees Celcius, forcing most of
the Bangladesh Premier League
(BPL) franchises to cancel training
sessions yesterday.

Fortune Barishal, Sylhet Strikers
and Rangpur Riders opted to stay
warm in their respective hotels,
choosing to rest as the Sylhet
phase came to its first break. Dhaka
Capitals, who are yet to win a match,
had an optional practice session in
which a few members of the squad,
including an out-of-form Liton Das,
were in attendance.

Durbar Rajshahi, Khulna Tigers
and Chittagong Kings did make
their way to the Sylhet International
Cricket Stadium for scheduled
practice sessions but decided to
keep it limited to only drills and net
sessions due to the chilly weather.

Rajshahi’s in-form pacer Taskin
Ahmed brought his eldest son

SOUMYA'’S

recovery to take
more time

SPORTS REPORTER

. Teams take it easy
~ in chilly Sylhet

Tashfeen Ahmed to the ground
and the father-son duo was seen
spending some quality time with
bat and ball on the field.

Meanwhile, journalists covering
the tournament were more keen
the outcome of the meeting
between the national selectors and
former Bangladesh skipper Tamim
Igbal at a hotel in Sylhet. They
waited for hours in the hotel lobby
and eventually was met by chiefl
selector Gazi Ashraf Hossain Lipu
who informed that Tamim’s return
would depend on him.

The BPL resumes today with
another double-header. In the day’s
opening contest, league-leaders
Rangpur will take on second-placed
Barishal in a reverse fixture. In the
first meeting, unbeaten Rangpur,
who are unbeaten and have a five-
match winning streak, thrashed
Barishal by eight wickets in Dhaka.
The second fixture of the day
will see Dhaka square off against
Chittagong to end their four-match
losing streak.

Indecisive BCB

Durbar Rajshahi pacer
Taskin Ahmed is seen
walking into the Sylhet
Outer Stadium with
his son on Wednesday.
While players of most
of the Bangladesh
Premier League teams
spent the chilly day in
Sylhet confided in their
hotel rooms yesterday,
Rajshahi had a
practice session and
will take on Khulna
Tigers on Friday. The
tournament’s Sylhet
phase, however,

will resume today
following a day’s gap.
In today’s fixtures,
defending champions
Fortune Bairshal take
on Rangpur Riders in
the day game before
Chittagong Kings
square off against
Dhaka Capitals.

PHOTO: DURBAR RAJSHAHI

Arteta mocked for
“tricky’ ball excuse

AFP, London

League Cup organisers have poked fun at Mikel
Arteta after the Arsenal manager suggested the
“tricky” match ball played a part in his side’s defeat
by Newcastle.

Eddie Howe’s men took a major step towards
the Wembley final in March with a 2-O semifinal
first-leg victory at the Emirates on Tuesday, with
goals from Alexander Isak and Anthony Gordon.

Arsenal registered 23 shots in all, but only three
on target, with both Gabriel Martinelli and Kai
Havertz missing golden chances.

The ball used in the competition is made by
Puma, while the one used in the Premier League is
manufactured by Nike.

“We kicked a lot of balls over the bar,” said
Arteta. “It’s tricky. This ball flies a lot. It’s just very
different to the Premier League ball and we have to
adapt to that. It flies different, and the grip is very
different as well.”

Prior to the first leg of their last-four clash,
Arsenal had scored 11 times in three matches in
the League Cup this season.

The Carabao Cup (League Cup) X account,
which has nearly 600,000 followers, reposted a
clip of Arteta speaking about the ball during his
post-match press conference and accompanied
it with a meme of US rapper 50 Cent wearing an
exasperated expression in an apparent dig at the
Arsenal manager’s comments.

The winner of the tie will face either Tottenham
or Liverpool at Wembley.

Bangladesh  and
Rangpur Riders
opener Soumya
Sarkar is yet to
recover from
the injury he
sustained during
Bangladesh’s
second T20I in
West Indies  last

month. Soumya underwent

running exercises at Sher-e-Bangla
National Cricket Stadium yesterday
but while his stitches were removed
following a dislocated finger joint, he
would need some more time to finally
play in the ongoing BPL.

“Three weeks have passed since
Soumya’s injury, and the stitches
have been removed,” BCB chief
physician Debashish Chowdhury told
The Daily Star.

“We initially projected a recovery
period of four to six weeks, and that
timeframe remains plausible. With
three weeks already elapsed, we
anticipate a clearer picture of his
situation possibly in a week.

“Yes, there is some uncertainty.
Typically, dislocations require four
to six weeks to heal. Given that
three weeks have already passed, we
estimate an additional two to three
weeks for full recovery,” he added.

With the Champions Trophy
knocking on the door, Soumya
would now have to push to make full
recovery and then gain fitness in time
before the tournament.

moving Tigers in circles

SPORTS REPORTER

Veteran opener Tamim Igbal last
donned the Bangladesh jersey in
April 2023, stepping away before
the ODI World Cup later that year.
Since then, neither he nor Shakib
Al Hasan has participated in the last
two ODI series, both critical for shaping
the Champions Trophy squad. Despite
carlier assurances of change following the
2023 World Cup in India, the Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB) appears (o be
wavering yet again.

During the recent ODI series against
Afghanistan and the West Indies, the
BCB selectors did not indicate any
communication with Tamim.

Now, with the Champions Trophy
squad submission deadline looming on
January 12, the decision to reintroduce
a player to a national team plagued by
batting consistency raises eyebrows.

“There is a vast difference between
international cricket and domestic cricket.
When a player reaches a certain age, they
have to consider a lot of things. Tamim
has not been in international cricket for
a while, so it’s a hurried situation if we
think that in one meeting we can solve
everything,” chief selector Gazi Ashraf
Hossain Lipu said yesterday after meeting
with Tamim in Sylhet.

Tamim had previously outlined certain
conditions for his return to the national
team, though a BCB source clarified
that these were not the focal point of
yesterday’s discussion.

While concerns over Tamim'’s fitness
dominated discussions during the ODI
World Cup, it no longer seems to be an
issue.

“There is no question over his ability,
given he played in the NCL and has ability.
Anytime he does [want to return], he is
definitely welcome,” Lipu said, reaflirming
the selectors’ willingness to include Tamim..

There is a vast difference
between international
cricket and domestic
cricket. When a player
reaches a certain age,
they have to consider a
lot of things. Tamim has
not been in international
cricket for a while, so
it’s a hurried situation
if we think that in one
meeting we can solve
everything.

BCB chief selector
Gazi Ashraf Hossain Lipu

Thus, it boils down to the selectors’
headache regarding the opening slot
and batting troubles. Liton Das has not
shown form, Soumya Sarkar will be
returning after an injury and is yet to play
in the Bangladesh Premier League, while

another opener, Tanzid Tamim, has not
shown consistency. Also, the selectors
have kept an eye on Parvez Hossain Emon
during the West Indies T20Is and appear
to be keeping their options open regarding
opening slot selection matters.

The potential return of Tamim raises
questions about the selectors’ approach
during the last two ODI series, where he
was excluded. It reflects a cycle of testing
alternatives, finding them inadequate,
and ultimately resorting back into profiles
with experience.

Shakib’s situation, on the other hand,
adds another layer of complexity. The chief
selector confirmed that the board has
yet to provide clear directives regarding
the availability of Shakib, whose bowling
suspension is also a factor.

On December 21 in Chennai, Shakib
gave a fitness test but the results were
delayed due to the holidays. Shahriar
Nafees, in charge of cricket operations,
informed The Daily Star: “We don’t want
to keep any suspense on the matter.
The results were (o arrive by January 5.
Normally it takes 12 days, but there was the
New Year and Christmas break, so we are
expecting it anytime soon, and the ECB
[English Cricket Board] will let us know,”

It seems almost without a doubt that
the board has no clear stance on either
Tamim or Shakib. Since the 2023 World
Cup discussions, Tamim’s potential
inclusion offers the only hint of change,
but the board’s indecision suggests they
remain tethered to old patterns, leaving
the Tigers’ future in a state of uncertainty.

June’s SAFF
C’ship to feature
new format

SPORTS REPORTER

The 15th edition of the SAFF Championship is set
to commence on June 15, with the South Asian
Football Federation’s (SAFF) executive committee
approving a new home-and-away format yesterday,
replacing the previous centralised venue structure.

“The meeting decided to hold the SAFF
Championship in a new format, on a home-and-
away basis, and it will take nearly 30 to 35 days,”
SAFF general secretary Anwarul Haque Helal told
The Daily Star over the phone after yesterday’s
board meeting in Kathmandu.

Under the new format, each of the seven
participating nations will play three home and
three away games. However, the India-Pakistan
matches will be held at a neutral venue.

The meeting also approved (wo new
tournaments for this year: the SAFF U-23
Championship and the SAFF Women’s Club
Cup Championship. The latter, set to run from
November 6-19, will feature eight teams.

However, given that not all countries have
women’s clubs, FIFA rankings will determine the
number of teams from each nation.

Moreover, the SAFF is on the verge of signing
a deal with Sports 5 to hold the SAFF Men'’s Club
Championship in 2026. The tournament will
involve eight teams, playing home-and-away
matches, with the top-ranked team having two
representatives.

Djokovic’s another push
for summit

REUTERS, Sydney

The blazing fire of the golden era of men’s
tennis has been reduced to dying embers
without Roger Federer and Rafa Nadal but
Novak Djokovic can send one last flame
shooting into the Melbourne sky at this year’s
Australian Open.

Having ticked Olympic champion off his
wishlist in Paris, Djokovic has the record for
most Grand Slam singles titles in his sights
and few would bet against him walking
off Rod Laver Arena on Jan. 26 with the
unprecedented 25th.

Yes, at 37, the body is no longer what it was,
and yes, world number one Jannik Sinner
won both of their contests last year, but the
fierce drive that made Serbia’s favourite son
the most successful male player of all time
endures.

“My main motivation comes from love
and passion for the sport, and also the desire
to keep competing,” he said after losing to
Sinner in the Shanghai Masters final in his
last outing of 2024.

In 2024, Djokovic failed to win a Grand
Slam for the first time since 2017 - his other
loss to Sinner came in the Melbourne semis -
but he proved he was still a sensational tennis
player on his day when he beat Carlos Alcaraz
to win Olympic gold.

There could be no place more appropriate

for Djokovic to finally break free of his tie with
Margaret Court on 24 Grand Slam singles
titles than in her own backyard at Melbourne
Park, where he has won the Norman Brookes
Challenge Cup 10 times.

Some quibble at the standard of some of
the 11 Australian Opens that Court won, and
others despise the 82-year-old for her politics,
but a Grand Slam record is a Grand Slam
record and Court shares it.

Djokovic, like Court, won his first major
at the Australian Open and he can end
the debate definitively on his 22nd visit to
Melbourne as a professional.

Aside from the reliable band of supporters

from the local Serbian community, Djokovic
has rarely been the most popular player
at Melbourne Park but he has always been
among the best.

From the dead-eyed competitor of his
youth, through the self-styled “Djoker” of his
20s, to today’s grand statesman of the game,
Djokovic has played some incredible tennis on
the famous blue courts.

Djokovic’s trip Down Under was famously
cut short by deportation from Australia
during the height of the COVID pandemic in
2022, an incident which still triggers some
nerves when he arrives at Melbourne airport.

This vyear, he arrived in Australia
accompanied for the first time by his family
and they were on hand as he was beaten in two
sets by inspired American Reilly Opelka in the
quarterfinals of the Brisbane International.

Warm-up tournament results have never
been a reliable predictor of how Djokovic
would perform at the main event, however.

His contemporary Andy Murray, who
lost four Australian Open finals to Djokovic,
signed up to his coaching team in the off-
season and John McEnroe reckons the Scot
will give Djokovic a shove should he need it as
he approaches the summit.

“I think Murray will bring something to the
table,” the American great said of the unlikely
appointment.

F.
-
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In a rain-reduced
37-over-a-side
second 0ODI, Rachin
Ravindra (79) and
Mark Chapman (62)
smashed attacking
half-centuries and
stitched a 112-run
second-wicket stand
to power New Zealand
to a commanding
255-9 against Sri
Lanka at Seddon Park
yesterday. Sri Lanka
spinner Maheesh
Theekshana claimed
a late hat-trick, but
his efforts went in
vain as a poor batting
display saw the
visitors get bundled
out for 142 in 30.2
overs, losing the
game by 113 runs to
concede the three-
match series 2-0 to
the Black Caps with a
game in hand.

PHOTO: AFP
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Grameen Bank
ownership, board to
see major changes

) Govt to cut its stakes from 25% to 5%

¢) Borrowers to hold 95% stakes

f) Govt-appointed directors reduced from 3 to 1

¢) Directors from borrower-shareholders to rise from 9 to 11

) Chairman to be elected by board, not govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Grameen Bank is set to get a fresh lease
of life as the government plans to reduce
its stake to 5 percent from the existing 25
percent.

Farlier in 2013, the parliament passed
the Grameen Bank Act, 2013 to tighten
the government’s grip on the Nobel Peace
Prize-winning  organisation  without
increasing its ownership stakes.

Now, the government has taken a step
to roll back many of the changes made in
the Grameen Bank Act, 2013 by way of an
ordinance, whose draft has been uploaded
on the website of the Financial Institutions
Division.

TK 1,114CR EMBEZZILEMENT

ACC sues two

sons of S Alam,
52 others

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption Commission has
lodged a case against 54 individuals,
including Ahsanul Alam and Ashraful
Alam, sons of S Alam Group Chairman
Mohammad Saiful Alam, over allegations
of misappropriating about Tk 1,114 crore
from Islami Bank’s Jubilee Road branch
in Chattogram.

S Alam Group owned as much as 82
percent stakes in Islami Bank, documents
show, but the conglomerate maintained
that it had 32 percent stakes.

Among those sued are Golam Kibria
Chowdhury, owner of M/s United Super
Traders; Mohammed Monirul Moula,
former managing director of the bank;
Qaiser Ali and KQMH Habibullah,
former additional MDs; Sohel Aman and
Shahadat Hossain, former managers of
the Jubilee Road branch. The rest are
bank officials.

According to the case statement,
the embezzlement was orchestrated by
Ahsanul and Ashraful by showing his
relatives and employees as owners of
different companies in the last three
years.

Key accused Golam Kibria was shown
as a supplier. He and the owners of other
companies, in collusion with top bank
officials, embezzled the money, said the

SEE PAGE 6 COL 5

‘What can
we do?’

Says Touhid on ‘Hasina’s
visa extension by India’
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Foreign Adviser Touhid Hossain
yesterday said he has come to know
about the reported visa extension of
former prime minister Sheikh Hasina,
who is staying in India since her ouster
on August 5 last year, through media.

“Like you, I also
got to know it from
newspapers. What
can we do?” he said
when  journalists
asked him about
the reported visa
extension of Hasina
at the foreign ministry.

Quoting sources in New Delhi, the
Hindustan Times yesterday reported
that New Delhi extended Sheikh
Hasina’s visa.

According to the report, the Union
home ministry was required to sign
off on the visa extension through the
local Foreigners Regional Registration
Office. Authorities, however,
dismissed claims that the former
leader had been granted ‘asylum’ in
the country.

[

SEE PAGE 6 COL 5

) Resignation of directors, MD to be approved by board

The proposed amendment also seeks to
bring down the number of government-
appointed directors to one from three
and remove the government’s role in
appointing the bank’s chairman.

Consequently, the number of borrower-
shareholders on the board will rise to 11.

Once the proposed changes are enacted
through the ordinance, the chairman will
be elected by the 12-member board instead
of the government. This will reinforce the
autonomy of the institution.

Grameen Bank, which was established
in 1983 based on the Grameen Bank
Ordinance 1983, came under significant
scrutiny during the 15-year rule of the

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

Israeli strikes kill
27 across Gaza

Women, children among dead,;

.’L

L A

Even amid the harsh winter, teachers and students of Madhabkati-Bilpatiala
Government Primary School are showing up to the waterlogged classrooms

to ensure the children’s education is not hampered. Many parts of the No-2
Raghunathpur union in Khulna’s Dumuria upazila, where the school is situated,
has been partially inundated for around six months now. As the drainage system
in the area remains faulty, the school authorities have been trying to remove the
water from the school themselves. Inset, children wading through ankle-deep
water to get to their classrooms. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

Youth shot
dead ‘by BSF’

‘Be careful
with phones,

Trudeau rejects

mediators step up efforts to seal
ceasefire deal

REUTERS, Cairo

Isracli military strikes across Gaza Kkilled at least 27 people
yesterday, Palestinian medics said, as international mediators
stepped up efforts to seal a ceasefire and hostage exchange deal
between Israel and the Palestinian group Hamas.

An airstrike killed at
least 10 people in a multi-
storey house in the Sheikh
Radwan neighbourhood
of Gaza City, while
another Kkilled five in the
nearby Zeitoun suburb,
medics said.

In Deir Al-Balah city
in central Gaza, where
hundreds of thousands of
displaced Palestinians are
sheltering, and in Jabalia,
the largest of Gaza’s eight
historic refugee camps, a
total of seven people were
killed, they said.

wallets when Trump threat to i Sunamgan
outside’ border

DMP chief says cops anneX Canada OUR CORRESPONDENT,
often have h;;d time France, Germany Slam hlS S)md ...........................................
catching muggers military action plan ‘to secure’ A youth was reportedly
STAFF CORRESPONDENT Greenland, Panama Canal gﬂﬁ’ﬁﬂfﬁ‘}gﬁ&“ﬁ;gﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
Commissioner SM Sazzat
Ali yesterday urged city
dwellers to keep their
mobile phones and wallets
safe while travelling.

“Sometimes, mobile

AFP, Ottawa

Bangladesh-India border in
Bishwambharpur upazila

There is not a “snowball’s chance in hell” that Canada
will merge with the United States, outgoing Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau said Tuesday, while his foreign
minister added the country will “never back down”
from threats by Donald Trump.

of Sunamganj yesterday.
Saidul Islam, 23, was
killed near the Machimpur
border, said Lt Col AKM
Zakaria Kadir, commanding
officer of the Sunamganj

phones are snatched away The comments .
>> E:Pﬁ;:)s{r:zrragfl lglc(fglfﬁ] while people are on the from Trudeau and gaualh(zln t(l)f Border Guard
9 phone on buses or cars. Foreign Minister arIl)g é;. oS
deal Chasing down muggers can Melanie Joly followed . 1m;1naryh , reflf o
— get quite difficult at times as the US President Sﬁggisf lha]lzéFCh)'OUl. g was
)) Trump criticised by our police personnel carry elect’s statement at a S (I){t ”.; o € said.
Hamas fOI’ statements hea\r’y afms, .wear bOQtS news conference about . he l—slal BSa}< .ag I[Ille(?tllng
on hostage situation and are in uniforms while using “economic force” in pursuit of his unlikely plan with the 15 schedule
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Death toll in Gaza rises
t0 45,936

Israel’s military said it struck Hamas members operating in
a school in Jabalia, and that it took steps to minimise risk to

civilians.

Later yesterday, an Israeli airstrike killed five Palestinians inside
the public garden in Gaza City, medics said.

Such mass casualties are a daily occurrence in Gaza, where at least
45,936 Palestinians have now been killed in Israel’s 15-month-long
assault against Hamas, according to health officials in the enclave.
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muggers are barefoot or
in sneakers,” he said while
speaking at a programme
of Crime Reporters’
Association of Bangladesh
at The Dhaka Club.

Sazzat said, “We will
assist you, but please try to
keep your bags and mobile
phones safe. By doing this,
you can help us in our
efforts.”

Most of those involved in

SEE PAGE 6 COL 5

for Canada to merge with the United States.

“There isn’t a snowball’s chance in hell that Canada
would become part of the United States,” Trudeau
reacted on X, while also highlighting close bilateral

security and trade ties.

Joly, meanwhile, accused Trump of showing with his
remarks “a complete lack of understanding” of Canada.

“Our economy is strong. Our people our strong. We will
never back down in the face of threats,” she said on the
social media platform owned by Trump ally Elon Musk.

Trump spoke in a meandering press conference
Tuesday, a day after Congress certified his election o
victory. He also threatened military action to secure

the Panama Canal, and Greenland.

N

People pull out bodies from the rubble of a building destroyed in an Israeli strike on the Bureij camp for Palestinian refugees in the central Gaza Strip

yesterday.

PHOTO: AFP

for 11:00am today, where
they expect official
confirmation in this regard.
According to locals,
Saidul and several others
had entered Indian territory
to smuggle betel nuts when
the shooting occurred.
His  accomplices  took
him to Bishwambharpur
Health Complex and then
Sunamganj  District
Hospital, where doctors
pronounced him dead.

Shakib fails
bowling test
again

ABDULLAH AL MEHDI

Bangladesh ace all-rounder Shakib Al
Hasan has failed his second test for
suspect bowling action, confirmed
The England and Wales Cricket Board
(ECB) sources to The Daily Star in the
wee hours of Thursday.

Shakib’s
bowling action was
reported by the
on-field umpires
during his stint
with Surrey County
Cricket Club in
September last
year.

The all-rounder had failed his first
test at the Loughborough University
in England and gave his second test
in India’s Chennai on December 21,
2024. At midnight on Thursday, ECB
sources confirmed to The Daily Star
that Shakib ‘failed the test’ again.

The Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) was awaiting Shakib’s results
to see if they could include the all-
rounder in the squad for the upcoming
Champions Trophy, beginning next
month. The deadline for squad

SEE PAGE 6 COL 3




