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SHAIKH SABIK KAMAL

“Lightning in a Bottle” is the best descriptor for Silent Hill 2, the 

pinnacle of survival-horror games. To remake such a timeless piece of 

art is a bear of a task. However, the game developer, Bloober Team, 

has achieved that and more with near perfection. 

Leading up to the release of the remake of Silent Hill 2, the 

audience wasn’t exactly thrilled due to the choppy trailers and 

unpromising gameplay mechanics highlighted. Yet, the final 

product has challenged the suspicions of nostalgia-driven fans and 

has been hailed victorious, gaining thousands of positive reviews 

from global critics.

The game follows the story of our protagonist, James, who has 

been mysteriously summoned to the town of Silent Hill by his wife, 

Mary, who has allegedly been dead for three years. From battling 

the manifestations of his inner demons to solving mind-boggling 

puzzles, Silent Hill proves to be a place of nightmares. 

Silent Hill 2 is a fruitful amalgamation of powerful, atmospheric 

storytelling and entertaining puzzles and riddles. Like the original, 

the remake has absolutely nailed every aspect of the story. It doesn’t 

shy away from the original’s interpretations by introducing shortcuts 

or modifications. Rather it expands impressively on every detail 

without making it messy or tedious. 

The remake’s gameplay mechanics are more akin to modern 

games’ over-the-shoulder perspective. However, most gameplay 

mechanics as well as details and features are completely faithful 

to the original. All endings from the original are available, with the 

addition of two new haunting endings.

The dreamlike, eerie atmosphere of the original is present in the 

remake, though not exactly replicated. The ambience gets amplified 

thanks to the detailed graphics and the team’s attention to the 

details of the town. The horrifying and heartbreaking aspects of the 

game get a broader narrative too, with the introduction of darker 

and more dangerous areas, daunting monsters, and cinematically 

enriched cut scenes paired with professional acting. 

In the current realm of games, the chances of finding a faithful 

yet satisfactory remake of a legendary game are awfully thin, to say 

the least. Yet, the remake of Silent Hill 2 does an exceptional job of 

rebottling the charm of the original.
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