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Greenland
belongs to the
Greenlanders

Says Danish PM as
Trump Jr visits the
country

AFP, Copenhagen

Denmark’s Prime Minister
insisted  yesterday  that
Greenland’s future should
be decided by its inhabitants,
amid talk of Washington
annexing the Danish
autonomous territory.

“Greenland belongs to
the Greenlanders,” Prime
Minister Mette Frederiksen
said, adding that the Arctic
territory “is not for sale” as
Donald Trump Jr, son of
US President-elect Donald
Trump, visited Greenland
weeks after his father
suggested the US take
control of the island.

This is not the first
time Trump has shown
an interest in Greenland,
where the US already has a
military base.

He said he wanted to buy
it in 2019, during his first
term as president, an offer
quashed by Greenland and
Denmark.

ASSEMBLY POLLS
Delhi to vote
on Ieb 5

Result on Feb 8

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
New Delhi

Over 1.55 crore Delhi voters
will vote in the assembly
elections on February 5 and
the votes will be counted
on February 8, the Indian
Election Commission
announced yesterday.

The voting sets the stage
for a high-octane triangular
political battle in which
former chief minister and
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
chief Arvind Kejriwal faces
his toughest political battle
to retain power for a third
successive tenure.

Delhi has 70 Assembly
constituencies, 12 of them
reserved. A total of 13,033
polling stations will host
the election for choosing
members of the eighth
Delhi Assembly.

The polls will pit AAP
against  his  estranged
opposition  INDIA  ally
Congress and traditional
rival BJP in an electoral
face-off as over 155 crore
eligible voters are expected
to reshape the political
fortunes of three major
parties and several leaders.

In power in Delhi
for a decade with an
overwhelming  majority,
AAP was the first to take to
campaigning much before
yesterday’s polls schedule
announcement and firmed
up all 70 candidates.

A man searches through the contents of a salvaged clothing shelf in the street outside an apartment building hit by the Israeli bombardment

in the Bureij camp for Palestinian refugees in th

e central Gaza Strip yesterday.

US shifts military aid
to Lebanon from Egypt

Says report; the move comes as Lebanon faces shift
in Syria, enforces ceasefire

REUTERS, Washington

US President Joe Biden’s administration will
divert $95 million in military aid allocated for
Egypt to Lebanon, which faces threats from
Hezbollah and other non-state actors and is
enforcing a ceasefire with Israel, according to a
document seen by Reuters on Monday.

The State Department notification to
Congress of the planned shift calls the Lebanese
armed forces “a key partner” in upholding the
November 27, 2024, Israel-Lebanon agreement
to cease hostilities and to prevent Hezbollah
from threatening Israel.

The move comes after some of Biden’s
fellow Democrats in Congress expressed deep
concerns about Egypt's human rights record,
particularly the arrests of thousands of political
prisoners.

The State Department and the Egyptian
embassy in Washington did not immediately
respond to requests for comment.

In September, the state department said
the Biden administration was overriding
human rights conditions on military aid to
Egypt, granting Cairo its full allocation of $1.3
billion, including $95 million tied specifically
to Egypt’s progress on the release of political
prisoners.

The notification did not spell out that the
$95 million was those funds specifically, but a
congressional aide said he did not believe the
amount was a coincidence.

Egypt has been a vital partner in Biden
administration’s efforts to get more aid
into Gaza and has helped mediate the so far
unsuccessful efforts to secure a ceasefire
between Israel and Hamas.

The September decision on the money
for Egypt prompted objections from within

Congress, including from Democratic Senators
Chris Murphy and Chris Coons, both senior
members of the Foreign Relations Commiittee,
who released a joint statement decrying the
decision.

According to the State Department
document, the funds would be made available
to professionalize the Lebanese Armed Forces,
strengthen border security, combat terrorism
and address security requirements affected by

The White House

is to send $95m to
Lebanon, citing
regional security,
while eyeing human
rights concerns in

Egypt

the shift in power in Syria.

“The United States remains Lebanon’s
security partner of choice, and US support to
the LAF directly helps secure Lebanon and the
wider Levant region,” the notification said.

Bolstering Lebanon’s army could also help
ensure Syria’s transition is not disrupted by
Iran-backed Shia group Hezbollah, which
previously played a major part in propping up
Assad during Syria’s civil war.

Under US law, Congress has 15 days to
object to a reallocation of military assistance,
but a congressional aide familiar with the
process commented on Monday that he
expected lawmakers would welcome the
administration’s shift of the funds to Lebanon.
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FLOODED PIT IN ASSAM
Three miners

feared dead, six

others trapped

What’s next
for Canada
after Trudeau’s
resignation

REUTERS, Ottawa

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau on
Monday said he would step down in the coming
months after nine years in power, bowing to
legislators alarmed by his Liberal Party’s miserable
pre-election polling numbers. Here is what might
happen next:

WILLTRUDEAULEAVE OFFICEIMMEDIATELY?
No. Trudeau will stay on both as prime minister
and head of the ruling Liberal Party for now. Unlike
the process in other countries like Australia,
where party leaders are elected by legislators and
can be removed overnight, in Canada they are
chosen by special leadership conventions that can
take months to organize.

WILL AN ELECTION BE HELD?

No. Trudeau announced that parliament - which
had been due to resume work on Jan. 27 - would
instead be prorogued, or suspended, until March 24.
This means opposition parties who had originally
planned to unveil non-confidence motions to bring
his minority government down as soon as they
could after January 27 will now have to wait until
some time in May since the government controls
the agenda for most of each session.
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Still fighting
in key town
Russia says
captured

Says Ukraine, claims
13 North Korean
soldiers killed

AFP, Kyiv

Kyiv’'s army said yesterday there was still
active fighting in Kurakhove, a strategic
town in Ukraine’s east that Russia said it
had seized the previous day.

Moscow hailed the capture of the
“important logistics hub”, saying it would
enable Russian forces to seize the rest
of the eastern Donetsk region “at an
accelerated pace”.

But the Ukrainian army vyesterday
reported “active” fighting in the “urban
area of Kurakhove” and said it was
repelling Russian attacks “near” the town.

Ukraine’s military also said it had
killed 13 North Korean soldiers fighting in
Russia’s western Kursk region.

“In the Kurakhove sector, the defence
forces are countering the enemy’s attempts
to use their superiority in manpower and
develop an offensive,” Ukraine’s Khortytsia
army unit said on social media.

The unit is fighting in that area of the
front. “The enemy actively conducted
assault operations in the urban area of
Kurakhove,” it said, adding: “Measures

HOW ELSE COULD THE LIBERALS BE
REMOVED FROM POWER?
Under the original parliamentary calendar, the
House of Commons elected chamber had been
due to vote on spending measures in late March.
This would trigger a confidence vote. It is unclear
whether that vote would still be scheduled for late
March and if it were, whether the opposition parties
would vote to bring down the Liberals, whether
they are led by Trudeau or a new party head.
HOW LONG DOES THE PARTY HAVE TO CHOSE
A NEW LEADER?
The nightmare Liberal scenario is that the party
takes so long to choose a new leader that it has to
fight the next election with Trudeau still in charge.
It is likely therefore to announce a shortened
contest designed to ensure that Trudeau’s
replacement is in office as soon as possible.
WOULD A NEW LEADER HELP THE LIBERALS
AVOID DEFEAT?
Polls strongly indicate that the Liberals will lose
the election, no matter who the leader is. But the
scale of the defeat could be tempered if Trudeau is
not in charge.
WHO MIGHT RUN TO REPLACE TRUDEAU AS
LIBERAL LEADER?
The prospect of an election mauling might deter
some candidates, especially if the party is crushed
and ends up a shadow of its current self. Those who
could run include Innovation Minister Francois-
Philippe Champagne, Transport Minister Anita
Anand, Foreign Minister Melanie Joly as well as
former finance minister Chrystia Freeland.
IS THERE ANY OTHER WAY TRUDEAU CAN BE
FORCED OUT?
Ultimate constitutional power in Canada lies
with Governor General Mary Simon, who is the
personal representative of Britain’s King Charles,
to localise and destroy enemy assault the head of state. She can in theory remove
groups that have infiltrated our combat Trudeau, but there is virtually no chance of that
formations are underway.” happening. “The governor general won’t dismiss
Kurakhove had  a pre-conflict a prime minister who still holds the confidence of
population of around 18,000 people. It is the Commons,” said Philippe Lagasse, a professor
home to a power S[a[ion, is located near a and constitutional CXpCr[ at Ottawa’s Carleton

reservoir and has a major lithium deposit. University.
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The mine, in an area controlled by the government,
appeared to be illegal, Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said, adding that local police had arrested
one person in connection with the case.

Rescuers have spotted three bodies but have
not yet recovered them, the local government said
in a statement, a day after the nine miners were
trapped by heavy flooding that police said was likely
triggered underground.

“The well is about 150 feet deep, of which almost
a hundred feet is filled with water,” Kaushik Rai, a
local minister who is at the site, told Reuters. “Three
teams have attempted to enter it since morning and
have managed to go as far as 30 to 35 feet,” Rai said.
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