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Illegal sand extraction
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secretary of the Barachhara 
Water Management 
Cooperative Society 
Limited, said the sluice 
gate serves around 25,000 
farmers from seven 
neighbouring villages. 

He said since 2017, they 
have repeatedly appealed 
to higher authorities to 
stop the sand extraction, 
but their pleas have been 
ignored due to the culprits’ 
political backing. 

Mohammad Moshaddar 
Ali, president of the 
cooperative society, alleged 
that the illegal extraction 
has persisted for years due 
to the political influence of 
local Jubo League leaders, 
including Jewel. 

“These individuals 
have threatened us, 
demanding Tk 16 lakh if 
sand extraction is halted 
through legal action. We 
remain hostage to them,” 
he stated.

Contacted over phone, 
Jewel Mia claimed he had 
acquired a lease to extract 
sand from the canal for two 

years. 
“The president of 

the water management 
cooperative society 
demanded a bribe of Tk 
2 lakh, of which I paid Tk 
50,000. Even then they 
closed my leased sand 
mining site. With multiple 
cases against me, I am 
currently in hiding. How 
could I be extracting sand 
in this situation?” he said.

Md Islam Uddin, the 
upazila nirbahi officer 
of Sreemangal, said, 
“Sand quarry leases are 
issued by the Ministry of 
Mineral Resources. I have 
received an application 
and a petition from the 
High Court, along with 
an interim order to halt 
any agreement related 
to sand extraction from 
Baharchhara canal.” 

He said he has 
instructed the assistant 
commissioner (land) to 
take legal action and 
forwarded the petition to 
the Ministry of Mineral 
Resources for further 
review.

Govt to ramp up drives
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and 600 student 
representatives at the field 
level. 

Hafiz also mentioned 
that drives have been 
conducted against 54,457 
battery-operated rickshaws 
and 5,979 paddle rickshaws.

A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
approximately Tk 49.98 
crore in fines have been 
collected, and 13.9 
lakh cases have been 
filed against traffic law 
violators.

Prof Moazzem Hossain 
of BUET said traffic signal 
management systems 
will be installed at four 
intersections using local 
technology starting 

February 6 on a pilot basis. 
Based on the outcomes, 
this technology will be 
implemented at 18 more 
intersections, he added.

Khuda Baksh 
Chowdhury, special 
assistant to the chief 
adviser, said steps have 
already been taken to 
formulate guidelines for 
battery-operated rickshaws. 

Once finalised, the 
policy will help control 
the movement of these 
rickshaws on main roads, 
he said. Chowdhury urged 
the city corporations to 
complete road markings, 
traffic signs, and proper 
bus stop markings to 
improve traffic movement.

2 accused get bail
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Prashanta Kumar Saha of 
Shahbagh Police Station, 
the accused, led by SK Abir 
Ahmed Sharif, attacked 
Faruk Hasan with a knife 
and physically assaulted 
him after his speech at a 
rally at the Shaheed Minar 
on January 4, leaving him 
injured. 

Faruk was later admitted 

to BSMMU for treatment.
After the arrests, a 

group of July Uprising 
participants warned of 
protests if the two were 
not released by noon 
yesterday.

Meanwhile, at a briefing 
in front of BSMMU, Gono 
Odhikar Parishad leaders 
criticised the court’s 
decision.

Dismantle market syndicate
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He said there is still a lack 
of visible justice for key 
incidents such as the 2009 
Pilkhana massacre and the 
electoral rigging of 2014, 
2018, and 2024.  

The student leader 
called for accountability 
from the interim 
government, demanding 
action by January 15, 
including recognising the 
sacrifices of revolutionaries 
and addressing their 
grievances. 

“If the government’s 
credibility among the 
people is to grow, justice 
must be ensured during its 
tenure,” he said.  

Criticising past 
leadership, Hasnat said 
the youth must now take 
charge where previous 
generations failed to 
eliminate fascism. He 
urged seasoned politicians 
to unite with the youth to 
rebuild Bangladesh.  

He also strongly 
opposed Bangladesh’s 

historically submissive 
foreign policy. 

“Who rules Dhaka will 
no longer be decided by 
Delhi,” he said.

Sarjis Alam, chief 
coordinator of the 
Citizens’ Committee, said 
the people of Faridpur, 
particularly on August 
3-5, played a pivotal 
role in toppling Sheikh 
Hasina’s regime. “She will 
eventually face trial and 
execution for her crimes,” 
he said.

Legal action
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Regarding the passport 
department, he said 
discussions are underway 
to enhance its quality of 
service.

“Corruption in this 
institution has significantly 
decreased since the arrival of 
the current director general, 
but further reduction is 
needed. People still face 
difficulties in obtaining 
passports, and we are 
exploring ways to alleviate 
these challenges,” he said.

Addressing allegations 
that many Rohingyas use 
Bangladeshi passports 
to travel abroad and 
engage in illegal activities, 
Jahangir said, “I considered 
removing the police 
verification process and 
issuing passports based 
solely on NID cards. 
Police verification causes 
harassment, delays, and 
other issues, which need to 
be addressed. The number 
of police is also less than 
required.”

“But for this [Rohingya] 
issue, police verification 
cannot be lifted. But 
if we see that it can be 
done only with the NID 
card, then maybe the 
police verification will be 
removed,” he said.

Regarding many 
expatriates not receiving 
MRPs, the adviser said, 
“MRPs have been sent 
from Bangladesh, but 
distribution issues remain. 
The Passport DG is 
addressing this, and steps 
are being taken for faster 
delivery.”

Wealth disclosure
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On December 30, 2010, 
Khairul submitted his 
wealth statement to 
the then-president, 
Zillur Rahman. Khairul 
requested other judges to 
follow suit on January 3, 
2011. 

Following his request, 
Justice Surendra Kumar 
Sinha, the then-senior 
judge of the Appellate 
Division, along with 17 
High Court Division 
judges, submitted their 
wealth statements to 
Khairul, who forwarded 
them to the president’s 
office.

Khairul retired on 
May 17, 2011, and Justice 
Md Muzammel Hossain 
assumed the role of chief 
justice the following day.

Currently, the Appellate 
Division comprises six 
judges, including Chief 
Justice Syed Refaat 
Ahmed, while the HC 
Division has 78 judges.

According to an SC 
source, lower court judges 
submitted their wealth 
statements to the law 
ministry in 2011 following 
a directive from the 
ministry. 

However, this practice 
was discontinued as no 
subsequent instructions 
were issued, and no such 
rule exists for the judges.

Contacted, Transparency 
International Bangladesh 
Executive Director Dr 
Iftekharuzzaman said 
all judges and officials of 
the SC and lower courts 
should disclose their wealth 
statements to set a standard 
for others. 

A law should be 
formulated for them to do 
so mandatorily, which will 
help prevent corruption in 
the judiciary, he added.

I f t e k h a r u z z a m a n 
said he met the chief 
justice on September 8, 
where he presented a 
set of recommendations 

for judiciary reforms 
and to enhance judicial 
services, including the 
submission of judges’ 
asset statements. 

“The chief justice 
has taken the 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
positively,” he added.

As per TIB’s 
recommendations to the 
chief justice, the wealth 
statements of all judiciary 
members have to be 
mandatorily disclosed 
and updated annually. 
Initiatives must also be 
taken to scrutinise these 
statements and take legal 
action if any irregularities 
are found.

SC lawyer and rights 
activist Advocate ZI Khan 
Panna said judges’ wealth 
statements should be 
submitted to the chief 
justice and made public to 
ensure transparency and 
accountability. 

Many district court 
judges have residences or 
flats in Dhaka, and they 
come to Dhaka every 
Thursday and go to offices 
outside Dhaka at Sunday 
morning, he said. 

Their properties should 
be made public, he added.

Khurshid Alam Khan, 
senior lawyer and the editor 
of Dhaka Law Reports, 
said, “It will be better if 
the interim government 
issues an ordinance for the 
mandatory submissions 
and public disclosure 
of the judges’ wealth 
statement. In the future, 
an elected government 
can formulate a law to this 
effect.”

EIB vice president
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financial institution and 
serves as the European 
Union’s investment bank.

Beer oversees policy 
priorities, critical raw 
materials, EU Multiannual 
Financial Framework (MFF) 
and financing operations 
in South, Southeast and 
East Asia.

Foreign ministry 
officials said Beer will 
also hold meetings with 
Finance and Planning 
Adviser Dr Salehuddin 
Ahmed; Foreign Affairs 
Adviser Md Touhid 
Hossain; Power, Energy 
and Mineral Resources, 
and Railways Adviser 
Muhammad Fouzul Kabir 
Khan; Environment, Forest 

and Climate Change, and 
Water resources Adviser 
Syeda Rizwana Hasan; 
Local Government, 
Rural Development and 
Co-operatives Adviser 
Asif Mahmud Shojib 
Bhuyain and Bangladesh 
Bank Governor Ahsan H 
Mansur.

The EU is Bangladesh’s 
largest trading partner, 
with exports to the EU 
growing from €2.4 billion 
to €24 billion per year in 
the past two decades.

Miller said the EU wants 
to ensure that Bangladesh 
maintain fundamental 
rights of their citizens 
and don’t end up being 
indebted as the EIB 
provides funding.

Cauliflower now
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wholesale, but now the 
winter variety is selling for 
just Tk 2-3 each. I will face 
a significant loss from my 
winter variety harvest and 
may not cultivate it next 
season,” he said.

Nazrul Islam, a 65-year-
old farmer from Mahipur 
village in Rangpur’s 
Gangachhara upazila, 
shared similar concerns.

Akkas Ali Bapari, 
a vegetable vendor 
in Rangpur city, said 
wholesalers from across 
the country purchased 
cauliflowers from Rangpur 
region last year. 

This year, they are not 
coming, causing a sharp 

drop in demand while 
supply remains high.

As a result, farmers are 
being forced to sell their 
cauliflowers at extremely 
low prices, with many 
unable to sell their produce 
at all. Large quantities of 
cauliflowers are rotting in 
wholesale markets.

Obaidur Rahman 
Mandal, additional director 
of DAE in Rangpur division, 
said the bumper yield of 
winter variety cauliflower 
created an oversupply in 
the market, pushing prices 
down and leaving farmers 
disappointed.

“Farmers who grew 
early variety cauliflower 
benefited more,” he added.
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Rezanur 
Rahman new 
Petrobangla 
chairman
CITY DESK

Additional 
S e c r e t a r y 
Md Rezanur 
R a h m a n 
has joined 
as chairman of Bangladesh 
Oil, Gas & Mineral 
Corporation (Petrobangla) 
on deputation on January 
2. 

Rahman served as 
additional secretary in 
the Power Division before 
joining Petrobangla. 

He belongs to the 17th 
batch of Bangladesh Civil 
Service (administration) 
cadre. He also served as 
first class magistrate, 
assistant commissioner 
(land), UNO and DDLG in 
field administration. 

He also served in 
the health ministry, 
Bangladesh Energy 
Regulatory Commission 
and Anti-Corruption 
Commission in different 
capacities. 

He did his graduation in 
Mechanical Engineering 
from BUET and 
Professional Master’s 
degree in ITC, Netherlands. 
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If chanting Joy Bangla
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issued a gazette making 
the rebel poet [Kazi Nazrul 
Islam] the national poet. I, 
along with Abdul Kuddus 
Makhan, escorted him 
from the airport to his 
residence. The rebel poet 
also wrote Banglar Joy, 
Bangaleer Joy”.

Talking about the 
Constitution, he noted, 
“The Constitution cannot 
be annulled; it can only be 
amended.”

He said Sheikh Hasina’s 
rule has surpassed Hitler’s 
fascism in terms of 
authoritarianism.

Speaking about Serajul 
Alam Khan, Rob said he 
was not just a person; he 
was an institution. As long 
as the Bangalee nation 
exists, it will remember 
Serajul Alam Khan.

Nagorik Oikyo 
convener Mahmudur 
Rahman Manna said if 
people desire a better 
country, they need a 
strong political party. 
In the absence of a good 
political party, it is 
essential to create one.

Reflecting on Serajul 
Alam Khan, Manna said, 
“Serajul Alam Khan was 
my organisational mentor 
[guru]. His contributions 

to the country’s liberation 
are profound and deserve 
widespread recognition.”

Nazmul Haque Pradhan, 
general secretary of  
Jatiyatabadi Samajtantrik 
Dal, said that students who 
led the anti-discrimination 
student movement are 
now talking about the 
proclamation of the July 
uprising. 

“But proclamations are 
made before a movement, 
not after,” he said.

Professor Salimullah 
Khan said, “If someone 
claims that after the 2024 
July uprising, they will 
erase the history of 1971, it 
would not be wise.”

He pointed out that the 
crisis in Bangladesh stems 
from a lack of creativity 
among political parties.

On the Chattogram Hill 
Tracts crisis, he said, “The 
country created the CHT 
crisis but failed to resolve 
it.”

The event, chaired by 
Raihanul Islam, chairman 
of the Serajul Alam Khan 
Research Center, was also 
addressed by Gono Odhikar 
Parishad’s General Secretary 
Rashed Khan, freedom 
fighters Mozzammel Haque 
Bir Pratik, and Anowar 
Hossain.

Two die of 
dengue
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two patients 
died from 
d e n g u e 
while 70 
others were 
hospitalised 
in the last 
24 hours till yesterday 
morning.

With the latest, the death 
toll rose to three this year 
while the number of cases 
reached 357, according to 
the Directorate General of 
Health Services (DGHS).

Currently, 400 dengue 
patients are undergoing 
treatment across the 
country. Of them, 198 are 
from outside Dhaka.


