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BGB detains
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member of Teknaf Union 
Parishad, said they were 
informed that a boat 
carrying Rohingyas was 
seen floating near the 
Baharchara beach. 

Among the detainees, 
Alam, 30, said he was from 
Nashong village in the east 
of Akyab (now Sittwe) in 
Myanmar.

He said the “Mug Bagi 
(Arakan Army)” has been 
torturing the Rohingyas 
there, so they tried to sneak 
into Bangladesh. They left 
the place five days ago on a 
wooden boat.  

“Today [yesterday], a 
trawler towed us towards 
the beach as our engine 
broke down, and handed us 
over to the BGB.”

Jaher Alam, another 
Rohingya from a 
neighbouring village, said, 
“There are five Muslim 
villages in our area. The 
Arakan Army has been 
forcefully training us with 
weapons to stand against the 
junta troops. We Rohingyas 
were subjected to inhuman 
torture if we refused to join 
the ‘Mug Bagi’ group. We 
thought it was better to die 
in Bangladesh than fight in 
Myanmar.”
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Prabir Mitra
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Corporation, followed by 
the second janaza at the 
premises of Channel i. 

He will later be laid 
to rest at the Azimpur 
graveyard in the capital. 
Prabir is survived by three 
sons and one daughter.

Born on August 18, 1943, 
in Chandina, Cumilla, 
Prabir spent his formative 
years in Old Dhaka, where 
his passion for acting began 
to flourish. His early love 
for the stage was sparked 
during his school days 
through his performance 
in Rabindranath Tagore’s 
iconic play “Dakghar”.

Prabir made his silver 

screen debut in 1969 with 
“Jolchhobi”, directed by 
H Akbar. However, the 
film was not released until 
January 1, 1971. Despite 
initially playing lead 
roles, Prabir found lasting 
success as a character actor, 
captivating audiences with 
his depth, versatility, and 
innate ability to breathe 
life into complex roles. 
His performances in films 
such as “Titash Ekti Nadir 
Naam”, “Jibon Trishna”, 
“Fariyad”, “Rokto Shopoth”, 
“Charitrohin”, “Angaar”, 
and “Fakir Majnu Shah” 
are considered cinematic 
landmarks.

Economist Prof Anisur Rahman no more
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agriculture is your textbook 
and farmers are your 
teachers.”

Born in 1933, Prof Anisur 
studied economics at Dhaka 
University and Harvard 
University in the US.

He is known for his 
significant contribution 
to Bangladesh’s liberation. 
He joined the Planning 
Commission as a member 
after the 1971 Liberation War.

In 1977, he joined the 
International Labour Office 
in Geneva, the permanent 
secretariat of the UN’s 
International Labour 

Organisation. He retired from 
the organisation in 1990.

Debapriya Bhattacharya, 
a distinguished fellow of the 
Centre for Policy Dialogue, 
said he very closely worked 
with Prof Anisur after his 
return from Geneva.

Prof Anisur worked 
tirelessly and advocated for 
the structural transformation 
of Bangladesh’s economy, 
Debapriya said. “He was 
unparalleled in his patriotism 
and love for the people.”

Prof Anisur was a 
strong advocate for 
self-development and 
participatory action 

research. He played an 
instrumental role in the 
introduction and promotion 
of participatory action 
research in Bangladesh 
through Research Initiatives-
Bangladesh, a research-
funding agency. He was one 
of the honorary founding 
members of its board of 
directors, according to 
Pathak Shamabesh, a 
publishing house.

He also pursued his 
passion for music and 
was honoured with the 
Rabindra Puraskar in 
2004 for his contribution 
to Rabindranath Tagore’s 

music and literature.
Prof Akash said Prof 

Anisur’s relatives stay abroad 
and are expected to come to 
Dhaka.

His body will be kept at 
the mortuary of BIRDEM 
General Hospital in Dhaka. 
It will be brought to the 
Central Shaheed Minar at 
11:30am tomorrow so that 
people from all walks of life 
can pay their tributes.

His namaz-e-janaza will 
be held at Segunbagicha 
Mosque after Zohr prayers 
on the same day.

He will be laid to rest in 
Netrokona.

Massive storm 

slams US with 

snow, bitter cold
Emergency declared in 
Kentucky, Missouri

AFP, Washington

A powerful winter storm hammered the 
United States yesterday, with meteorologists 
warning millions in the east faced blizzard 
conditions and some areas would see the 
heaviest snowfall in a decade.

More than 60 million people are in the 
path of the dangerous storm, set to plunge 
the eastern half of the United States into 
a deep freeze of Arctic air through today 
resulting in severe travel disruptions.

The National Weather Service (NWS) 
warned of ice, snow and gale-force winds 
in states from the central plains to the Mid-
Atlantic. 

Winter storm warnings have been 
issued from western Kansas clear across 
to the coastal states of Maryland, Delaware 
and Virginia, an unusually broad 1,500-
mile (2,400-kilometer) swath under 
immediate threat.

The governors of Kentucky, Missouri 
and Virginia have declared a state of 
emergency in their states.

Determining 
fate of Syria’s 
missing ‘huge 
challenge’: ICRC
AFP, Damascus

Determining the fate of those who went 
missing during Syria’s civil war will be 
a massive task likely to take years, the 
president of the International Committee 
for the Red Cross said.

“Identifying the missing and informing 
the families about their fate is going to be 
a huge challenge,” ICRC president Mirjana 
Spoljaric told AFP in an interview.

The fate of tens of thousands of 
detainees and missing people remains 
one of the most harrowing legacies of the 
conflict that started in 2011 when president 
Bashar al-Assad’s forces brutally repressed 
anti-government protests.

Many are believed to have been buried in 
mass graves after being tortured in Syria’s 
jails during a war that has killed more than 
half a million people.

Thousands have been released since 
Islamist-led rebels ousted Assad last month, 
but many Syrians are still looking for traces 
of relatives and friends who went missing.

Spoljaric said the ICRC was working 
with the caretaker authorities, non-
governmental organisations and the 
Syrian Red Crescent to collect data to give 
families answers as soon as possible.

Hezbollah not 
meeting truce terms

Warns Israel, threatens ‘to act with force’
AFP, Jerusalem

Israeli Defence Minister Israel Katz yesterday 
accused Lebanese group Hezbollah of not 
meeting the terms of a ceasefire, warning that 
if the militants continued to breach the deal, 
Israel would “be forced to act”.

Katz issued his warning after visiting 
the military’s northern command and it 
followed a similar accusation against Israel by 
Hezbollah chief Naim Qassem on Saturday.

Katz said Hezbollah 
had still not withdrawn 
“beyond the Litani river” 
in southern Lebanon, 
as stipulated in the 
ceasefire deal.

He added that “if 
this condition is not 
met, there will be no 
agreement and Israel will be forced to act on 
its own to ensure the safe return of residents 
of the north to their homes.”

Other provisions had not been 
implemented, Katz said, such the “dismantling 
of all (Hezbollah) weapons and the thwarting 
of terrorist infrastructures in the area by the 
Lebanese army”.

On Saturday, the UN peacekeeping force in 
Lebanon accused Israel of a “flagrant violation” 
of the 2006 Security Council resolution that 

forms the basis of its November ceasefire with 
Hezbollah.

The statement from the UN Interim Force 
in Lebanon (UNIFIL) came as Hezbollah leader 
Naim Qassem warned the militant group’s 
patience with Israeli violations could run 
out before the end of the ceasefire’s 60-day 
implementation timeframe.

“We have said that we are giving an 
opportunity to prevent Israeli violations 
and to implement the agreement and we 

will exercise patience,” 
Qassem said.

The fragile truce, 
which took effect on 
November 27 after two 
months of full-blown 
war between Israel and 
Hezbollah, has been 
marked by accusations 

of violations from both sides.
Under the terms of the ceasefire, the 

Lebanese army is to deploy alongside UN 
peacekeepers in the south as the Israeli army 
withdraws over a 60-day period.

Hezbollah is to withdraw its forces north 
of the Litani River -- some 30 kilometres 
(20 miles) from the border -- and dismantle 
any remaining military infrastructure in the 
south.

UN accuses Israel 
of ceasefire breach 

as Hezbollah says 
losing patience

Six banks
FROM P;AGE 12

Social Islami and ICB 
Islamic Bank, while KPMG 
would be looking at First 
Security Islami, Global 
Islami and Union Bank. 

The board of directors 
of six banks jointly decided 
that their MDs will be on 
leave as the central bank 
will be taking those banks 
under the review of assets 
quality, BB Spokesperson 
Husne Ara Shikha told 
journalists yesterday.

The MDs have been 
asked to go on temporary 
leave to ensure that no 

one can interfere in the 
review, she said, adding 
that if their involvement in 
irregularities is not found 
in the audit they will be 
able to rejoin the bank after 
their leave period ends.

“But if anything is found, 
then other considerations 
will have to be made,” she 
added.

Syed Waseque Md Ali, 
the MD of First Security 
Islami Bank, was sent on 
three months’ leave on 
Saturday. The other five 
banks sent their MDs on 
leave yesterday. 

Hillary Clinton receives the Medal of Freedom from United States President Joe Biden during a ceremony at the White House 
in Washington, DC, on Saturday. Hillary was honoured for having “made history many times over decades in public service,” 
including being the first woman nominated by a major party for a US presidential run, the White House said in a statement.
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FROM PAGE 1

“To fulfil their pledge, the 
army members will always 
have to be kept ready for 
war to protect the country’s 
sovereignty,” he said. 

He emphasised modern 
and up-to-date training 
for the army personnel to 
achieve operational skills 
so that they can protect 
the country. They need to 
be inspired by the mantra: 
“Training is the best 
welfare”, he said.

The chief adviser also said, 
“Training of army personnel 
should be realistic to attain 
operational skills, bravery, 
and professionalism.”

He praised the skills 
and high-quality training 
of the army members who 
participated in the exercise.

General Waker-Uz-
Zaman, chief of army staff; 
Admiral M Nazmul Hassan,  
chief of naval staff; Air Chief 
Marshal Hasan Mahmood 
Khan, chief of air staff; 
and Major General JM 

Emdadul Islam,  GOC of 55 
Infantry Division and Area 
Commander of Jashore 
Area, welcomed the chief 
adviser on his arrival at the 
venue.

Other advisers of the 
interim government and 
senior officers of the armed 
forces were also present.

During the hour-
long exercise, members 
of the Bangladesh Army 
equipped with state-of-the-
art weapons successfully 
conducted the attack 
exercise by creating a 
realistic war environment, 
the ISPR said. 

Fighter aircraft of the 
Bangladesh Air Force, 
aircraft of Army Aviation, 
and helicopters, along with 
various types of modern 
tanks, APCs and artillery 
guns, were used in the 
exercise participated by all 
arms and services, including 
infantry, engineers, 
and commandos of the 
Bangladesh Army.
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