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Law ministry cancels 
training for judicial 
officers in India
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Ministry of Law, Justice, and Parliamentary Affairs 
yesterday issued an order to cancel a notification from 
December 30, last year, which permitted 50 judicial 
officers to attend a training programme in India. 

The cancellation came in compliance with directives 
from the Supreme Court.

The training was initially scheduled to take place at the 
National Judicial Academy in Bhopal and a State Judicial 
Academy from February 10-20. 

No specific reasons for the cancellation were provided 
by the ministry in the order.
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POUSH 22, 1431 BS        5
Ctg RMG workers 
withdraw protests
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Workers and staff of various units of Pacific Jeans Ltd at 
Chattogram Export Processing Zone yesterday withdrew 
their two-day protest after the owner pledged to meet 
their demands.

CEPZ Executive Director Md Abdus Sobhan said the 
managing director of the company met with the workers 
around 2:30pm. The management urged all the workers 
and staff to join work today, he said.

Earlier, thousands of workers continued their protests 
for a second consecutive day yesterday.

The workers demanded termination of some senior 
officials of the management, raise in different allowances 
including tiffin and transport allowances, full presence 
bonus and over time for the staff (team leaders)

100 BNP men 
discharged from 
3 violence cases
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday discharged a total of 100 
leaders and activists of BNP and its associate bodies 
from three cases filed with Sabujbagh, Paltan and 
Bangshal police stations over vandalising vehicles 
and assaulting policemen in 2018.

Former BNP lawmaker AKM Fazlul Haque 
Milon, its publicity secretary Shahid Uddin 
Chowdhury Annie, joint secretary generals 
Khairul Kabir Khokon and Habibun Nabi Khan 
Sohel are among the accused.

Dhaka Additional Chief Metropolitan 
Magistrate Md Mahbubul Islam passed the order.

According to the case statement, a group of BNP 
leaders and activists led by Khokon gathered in 
front of DIT Extension Road in the capital’s Paltan 
on February 8, 2018 protesting conviction of BNP 
Chairperson Khaleda Zia in the Zia Orphanage 
Trust corruption case.

At one stage, they obstructed people, 
vandalised vehicles and prevented policemen from 
discharging their duties. They also blasted crude 
bombs that left six policemen injured.

BASIC BANK SCAM

Court summons 
2 IOs of 13 cases
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday summoned two 
investigation officers of 13 corruption cases filed over 
BASIC Bank loan scams, seeking explanations as to 
whether the bank’s board of directors were involved. 

The officials are Anti-Corruption Commission’s 
deputy directors Gulshan Anowar Prodhan and 
Monayem Hossain, who investigated the cases and 
submitted charge sheets. 

Gulshan Anowar Prodhan, who pressed 
charges against former BASIC Bank Chairman 
Sheikh Abdul Hye Bacchu and 50 others in nine 
cases, was ordered to appear before the court on 
February 24. Monayem Hossain, who investigated 
four cases, was summoned to appear before the 
court on February 26. 

Judge Abul Kashem of Dhaka Special Judge’s 
Court-1 issued the order after identifying flaws in 
the investigation of the cases. 

On January 2, the same court summoned 
three investigation officers of 16 corruption cases 
filed over the BASIC Bank loan scams, seeking 
explanations on the same issue. 

Ex-minister Abdul 
Latif Biswas held
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Abdul Latif Biswas, former fisheries 
and livestock minister and president 
of the Sirajganj district unit of 
the Awami League, was arrested 
yesterday afternoon.

He was apprehended from his 
house in the Kamarpara area of 
Belkuchi upazila, Sirajganj, during a raid 
conducted by a joint forces team, said Md Abdul 
Bari, inspector (Investigation) of Belkuchi Police Station.

Acting on a tip-off, the joint forces raided his house at 
approximately 3:00pm.

Failing to find any bed at the Khulna Medical College Hospital, many patients are now receiving treatment at the 
hospital’s floors and corridors. The 500-bed hospital has been overflowed by patients, including children and the 
elderly, suffering from cold-related diseases. The photos were taken yesterday. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

In the biting chill of a Khulna 
winter, 78-year-old Sakhina Begum  
struggles to breathe on the second-
floor balcony of Khulna Medical 
College Hospital. 

Her family, desperate to ease 
her sufferings, rushed her to 
the hospital only to find all the 
beds occupied. Now, wrapped in 
polythene sheets and layers of cloth, 
she battles not only her illness but 
the cold seeping into her frail body. 

Her niece, Ruksana Begum, sits 
beside her, helpless. “We’re trying 
our best, but it’s not enough,” she 
says. “Private clinics are beyond our 
means.”

Nearby, on the fourth-floor 
balcony of the overcrowded 
paediatric ward, Selina Parvin from 
Jashore tends to her son, Meharab. 

His respiratory problems have 
worsened in the freezing wind that 
whips through the open corridors. 
“It feels like he’s getting sicker 
here,” she says, clutching her child 
under makeshift bedding of plastic 
sheets and fabric. “The cold at night 
is unbearable.” 

Scenes like these are common 
at KMCH, the largest healthcare 
facility in the southwestern region. 
With 500 beds but an average of 
1,600 patients admitted daily, over 

1,100 people, including children 
and the elderly, are left to receive 
treatment on the floors, verandas, 
and corridors. 

During winter, admissions drop 
to about 1,200, yet approximately 
700 patients remain on the floors. 
Most of them suffer from cold-
related illnesses such as fever, 
pneumonia, and respiratory 
issues. Their conditions are often 
worsened by exposure to the very 
cold they sought refuge from.

The hospital, established as 
a 250-bed facility in 1989 and 
upgraded to 500 beds in 2008, 
struggles with resources and 
staffing levels meant for just 250 
beds, said Deputy Director Md 
Muhammad Nurul Islam.

Each day, KMCH provides 
treatment to over 2,000 patients 

BED SHORTAGE AT KMCH

Patients pass harsh winter 
nights on cold floors
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