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NEW ORLEANS RAMPAGE
Multiple people
involved in attack
inspired by IS:
authorities

AGENCIES

Investigators in New Orleans were searching
yesterday for what motivated a US Army
veteran flying an IS flag from his truck to
plow into a crowd of New Year’s revelers,
killing 15 people and injuring 30 more
belore dying in a shootout with police.

The probe was focused on whether
the suspect, Shamsud-Din Jabbar, 42, a
US citizen from Texas who once served
in Afghanistan, had help in planning the
deadly attack on a city that will host the
NFL Super Bowl next month.

FBI officials said they were also looking
for any links between the deadly attack
and a separate incident on Wednesday
in which a Tesla Cybertruck exploded in
flames outside the Trump International

Hotel in Las Vegas, just weeks before
President-elect Donald Trump returns to
the White House on January 20.

Local authorities believe that Jabbar
may not have been alone in orchestrating
the early morning assault in New Orleans,
reports the PA news agency.

Louisiana attorney general, Liz Murrill,
told NBC News that she can say “with some
certainty that there are multiple people
who are involved”.

The New Orleans attack injured about
30 other people, including two police
officers wounded by gunfire from the
suspect, taking place a mere three hours
into the New Year in the French Quarter,
reports Reuters. The victims included
the mother of a 4-year-old who had just
moved into a new apartment after getting
a promotion at work, a New York financial
employee and accomplished student-
athlete who was visiting home for the
holidays, and an 18-year-old aspiring nurse
from Mississippi.
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People holding placards, reading “Detain! Arrest! Insurrectionist Yoon Suk Yeol”, take part in a rally against South Korea’s
impeached president Yoon Suk Yeol outside a subway station in Seoul, South Korea yesterday.

Syrian civil war Killed
more than 528,500

Says a Britain-based war monitor

AFP, Damascus

More than 528,500 people were Kkilled in
the Syrian civil war, the Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights war monitor said on
Wednesday.

The overall toll includes thousands killed
since 2011 that were only confirmed dead
recently, with access to detention centres
and mass graves ecasier following the rebel
overthrow of Bashar al-Assad.

The Britain-based monitor said 6,777 people,
more than half of them civilians, were killed
in 2024 in fighting in Syria.

Syria’s civil war erupted in 2011 after
the government brutally repressed pro-
democracy protests triggering a devastating
conflict that pushed millions to flee abroad
and drew in foreign powers.

jihadists.

fisted rule.

Last vyear, 3,598 civilians, including 240
women and 337 children were Kkilled across
Syria, according to the Observatory.

In addition, 3,179 combattants were killed, the
monitor said, including soldiers from “the old
regime”, but also “Islamist armed groups” and

In 2023, the Observatory reported 4,360
people killed, including nearly 1,900 civilians.
In December, Islamist-led rebels overthrew
Assad, seizing power in a rapid offensive that
ended more than 50 years of the family’s iron

Since 2011, the monitor with a network
of sources inside Syria has recorded more
than 64,000 deaths in Assad’s prisons
“due to torture, medical negligence or poor
conditions” in the jails.
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BSF aiding
Bangladeshi
infiltrators

Says Mamata Banerjee

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
yesterday accused the Indian Border Security
Force of letting infiltrators from Bangladesh enter
India to destabilise the state.

Mamata also claimed that the ploy “is a blueprint
of the Union Government to disturb West Bengal.”

Bangladesh has the longest border with
India, with West Bengal sharing a 2,272 km-long
boundary with it and Assam, Tripura, Mizoram
and Meghalaya sharing the remaining boundary.

The paramilitary force is responsible for
guarding the Indo-Bangladesh border. “We have
got information that the BSF is letting infiltrators
enter India through Islampur, Sitai, Chopra and
several other border areas.

“The BSF is also torturing people and trying to
destabilise the state,” she alleged at an administrative
review meeting at “Nabanna” in Howrah.

A senior BSF officer, requesting anonymity,
rejected Mamata’s allegation and said “we are
diligently performing our responsibilities to

PHOTO: AFP ensure the safety and security of the borders.”

BHOPAL DISASTER
India clears
toxic waste
after 40 years

AFP, New Delhi

Indian authorities moved
hundreds of tonnes of
hazardous waste remaining
more than 40 years after
the world’s  deadliest
industrial disaster struck
the city of Bhopal, media
reported yesterday.

Montenegro
mourns alter
gunman Kkills 12

AFP, Cetinje
Montenegro began three days of national
mourning yesterday after a gunman went on a
rampage after opening fire at a village restaurant,
killing 12 people including two children.
“Twelve people were killed, of whom two were
children,” prosecutor Andrijana
Nastic told reporters in the

~ Communities have southern town of Cetinje,
for ~decades blamed a raising the previous toll of at
high level of ~sicknesses least 10 from Wednesday’s

on contamination of the
groundwater in the wake
of the highly toxic gas leak
from the Union Carbide
factory in December 2, 1984.

attack.

The 45-year-old gunman
died after shooting himself
in the head when he was

surrounded after an hours-

Some 3,500 people were long manhunt, police said
killed in the immediate early yesterday.
aftermath of the leak. The killing spree started around

5:30 pm (1630 GMT) in Bajice, a village
near Cetinje, according to police.

The victims were Kkilled at five different
locations, with the first four in the restaurant, the
prosecutor said. Police said the two killed children
were aged 10 and 13.

FATAL PLANE CRASH
S Korea cops raid
Jeju Air, airport

AFP, Muan

Anwar Kamal Pasha, a renowned Education Enthusiast,

Philanthropisi and Business person of the country has been
elected as Chairman, Board of Trustees, Prime University Trust
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South Korean police raided the offices of Jeju Air
and the operator of Muan International Airport
yesterday as they step up a probe into the fatal crash
of a Boeing 737-800 that killed 179 people.

The flight was carrying 181 passengers and crew
from Thailand to South Korea on Sunday when
it issued a mayday call and belly-landed before
slamming into a barrier, killing all aboard except
two flight attendants.

Authorities yesterday carried out search and
seizure operations at Muan airport where flight
2216 crashed, a regional aviation office in the

Anwar Kamal Pasha, a renowned Education
Enilsiasi, Philanthropist and  Business
person of the country bas been elected ns
Chairman, Board of Trosees, Prime
University Trust. Sajjnuz Jumma has been
elected Senior Vice Chairman and Asia
Zaman (Rita Zaman) elecied as Vice
Chairman. In addition, Firoj Mahmud
Hossain elecied as . Secretary General and
Advocate Abul Kalam Azad has  been
clected s the Treasurer of the Board of
Trusiees. The newly elecied Boand of
Trugtee has taken over the charge of the
Board on O Jammry 2025, The other
meriibers of the Board of Trustees, Prime
University Trust are Engr Md Towhidur
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southwestern city, and Jeju Air’s office in the capital
Seoul, police said.

Jeju Air’s chief executive Kim E-bae has also been
banned from leaving the country as the investigation

Rahman, CIP, Md Ashraf Ali, Mir
Sahabuddin, Nrepen Maitra, Md Manmn
Sobhhan, Mahmud Billah Adnan Chowdhory, Professor Dr Abdor Rahman,
Vice-Chancellor (Acting) will gct as Ex-oficin member of the Board, It is expected

. . . . that wider the leadership of the new Board of Trosiees Prime University will reach
conunues, pOhCC said scparalcly. 1o & greater height and will take a good position among the private universities of
the country
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