
CITY  
Four killed in 
road accidents
STAR REPORT

At least four persons were killed in road 
accidents in Dinajpur, Barishal and 
Chuadanga yesterday.

In Dinajpur, two people were killed, and 
several others injured in separate road 
accidents in Dinajpur Sadar upazila and 
Ghoraghat upazila.

The deceased are Sourab Hembram, 30, 
and Al-Amin, 55.

In Dinajpur Sadar, a passenger bus 
collided with a battery-run easy-bike 
at Chuniapara village on the Dinajpur-
Gobindaganj regional highway around 
3:00pm, said Motiur Rahman, officer-in-
charge of Dinajpur Sadar Police Station.

The bus was on the way to Dhaka from 
Dinajpur when it hit the easy-bike, injuring 
three passengers. Locals rushed the injured 
to Dinajpur Medical College Hospital, where 
doctors declared Sourab dead.

Police have seized the bus, the OC added.
In a separate incident, Al-Amin, a 

helper of a passenger bus, died after falling 
from the bus’ rooftop while assisting a 
passenger to unload luggage at Raniganj 
Bazar in Ghoraghat upazila.

In Barishal, a motorcyclist died while his 
pillion was injured when their motorbike 
collided head-on with a bus in the Bhurghata 
area of Gournadi upazila, Barishal.

The deceased is Rifat Hossain, 38, said 
OC Aminur Rahman of Gournadi Highway 
Police Station.

Rifat died on the spot while the driver 
fled the scene.

In Chuadanga, a man was killed and 
another injured when a truck hit their 
motorbike in Alamdanga in the morning.

The deceased, Nishan Ali, 20, worked at 
a fish stall, said OC Masudur Rahman of 
Alamdanga Police Station.

Man killed in ‘teen 
gang attack’ in 
Sreepur, 2 held
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

A man was killed in an attack allegedly carried out by a 
teen gang in Sreepur upazila of Gazipur early yesterday.

The deceased, Hasibul Islam, 40, hailed from 
Barishal. He was the owner of Maa Moni Pharmacy in 
the Masjid Mor area of Sreepur.

Police detained two individuals in connection with 
the incident, said Zainal Abedin Mandal, officer-in-
charge of Sreepur Police Station. 

Quoting eyewitnesses, the OC said Hasibul was visiting 
his father-in-law’s house at Keowa Paschim Khanda 
village after returning from Dhaka around 3:00am, when 
8 to 10 members of a local teen gang attacked him.

The assailants, allegedly intoxicated, struck him in 
the chest with bricks, leaving him critically injured, the 
OC added. 

He was rushed to Al-Hera Medical College Hospital 
but was later transferred to Sreepur Upazila Health 
Complex, where doctors declared him dead.

Shimul Hossain, Hasibul’s driver, said, “After I 
parked the car in front of the house, the gang members 
started behaving aggressively. They then started 
harassing the women in the car, and then assaulted me 
when I stepped out.”

Hasibul’s wife, Mahmuda Akter Maleka, said, “After we 
entered the house, the attackers forced their way in and 
killed my husband. They also harassed my sister and me.”

25 wild birds rescued
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Three people were detained with 16 Blossom-headed 
parakeets and 9 Bank mynas by the Wildlife Division 
during a raid in a house in the port city’s Alkaran area 
yesterday.

They are Hossen Mintu, 45, Rani Akter, 30, and Md 
Hridoy, 30, said Dipannita Bhattacharjee, wildlife and 
biodiversity conservation officer.

“A team of the Wildlife Division conducted the drive 
after receiving information and found the house being 
used as a warehouse for wild birds. During primary 
interrogation, the suspects admitted to trapping and 
selling wild birds for years,” he said.

Trapping, trading, buying, consuming, or caging 
wild birds is a punishable offense under the Bangladesh 
Wildlife (Protection and Safety) Act, 2012. The rescued 
birds are currently under the Wildlife Division’s care. 

“We will release the birds once we receive permission 
from the court,” he added. The three were produced 
before a court, which granted them bail, he said. 

Man to die for 
killing wife
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jamalpur

A Jamalpur court yesterday sentenced a man to death 
for killing his wife over dowry in 2023.

The convict, Ujjal Mahmud, 28, is from the Sadar 
upazila.

Judge Muhammad Rafiqul Islam of Women and 
Children Repression Prevention Tribunal-1 delivered 
the verdict. The court also fined the convict Tk 50,000 
and acquitted 12 other accused, finding no evidence of 
their involvement.

According to the case statement, Ujjal married 
Tahmina Jannat, daughter of Ibrahim Khalil of 
Deghalkandi village in Madarganj upazila, in 2023.

After the marriage, Ujjal demanded dowry from 
Tahmina, but she refused to bring money from her father, 
for which she was subjected to physical and torture.

On the night of April 18, 2023, around two months 
after their marriage, Ujjal beat Tahmina, demanding 
Tk 5 lakh, and killed her at one stage. On April 19, 2023, 
Tahmina’s father filed a murder case with Madarganj 
Police Station in this regard.
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Cold, dense fog disrupt 
life across country

Chuadanga records lowest temperature of 9.8 
degrees Celsius; farmers fear crop damages

STAR REPORT

As a mild cold wave sweeps across the 
country, dense fog and chilly winds 
have disrupted lives, particularly 
in Chuadanga, which recorded the 
country’s lowest temperature yesterday 
morning.

Chuadanga recorded the country’s 
lowest temperature of 9.8 degrees 
Celsius yesterday, with air humidity at 95 
percent, said Zahidul Islam, an observer 
at the Chuadanga Meteorological Office.

The district experienced 9.7 degrees 
Celsius on Wednesday, with air humidity 
at 93 percent, he noted, adding that 
temperatures are likely to drop further 
as a mild cold wave continues to affect 
the region.

“People are rarely stepping outdoors, 
and the low-income population is 
suffering immensely as they have to work 
in this cold,” said Kamal Hossain, a local 
resident. He added that many are trying 
to ward off the cold by lighting fires.

The situation is similar in the fog-
covered northern districts.

Dinajpur recorded 10.2 degrees Celsius 
yesterday morning. The cold is expected 
to persist for a few more days, with the 
possibility of another cold spell in late 
January, said Tofazzal Hossain, in-charge 
of the Dinajpur Weather Office, urging 
locals to take necessary precautions.

The cold has caused significant 
disruptions, with day labourers and 
transport workers losing work, as 
few people ventured outdoors. The 
unfavourable weather has also made 
commuting risky.

Meanwhile, Lalmonirhat recorded 
11.4 degrees Celsius, and Kurigram 
reported 11.3 degrees Celsius in the 
morning, according to the Rangpur 
Meteorological Office.

Farmers in these districts, particularly 

those in the Brahmaputra, Teesta, 
Dharla, Dudhkumar, and Gangadhar 
river belts, are forced to work in 
these harsh conditions to prevent 
crop loss, said Abdullah Al Mamun, 
deputy director of the Department of 
Agricultural Extension in Kurigram.

Tentulia’s temperature was similar to 
Lalmonirhat, with the district’s Weather 
Observatory Centre recording 11.3 
degrees Celsius yesterday morning.
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CTG-DOHAZARI

Four years on, 
train service 
yet to resume
SIFAYET ULLAH, Ctg

Over four years after its suspension due to the 
pandemic, the train service between Chattogram 
and Dohazari has yet to resume. The prolonged 
closure continues to exacerbate the struggles 
of commuters and traders while depriving 
Bangladesh Railway (BR) of significant revenue.

Syed Nur Hossen, a resident near the Dohazari 
railway kitchen market, said, “The train service 
allowed us to travel affordably. Its closure has left 
us with costly and challenging travel options.”

Before its 
suspension, the 
route was served by 
two pairs of local 
trains, including 
freight coaches, 
which carried over 
4,000 passengers 
daily, according 
to BR’s 2019 data. 
The route was 
particularly vital 
for low-income 
individuals and small-scale traders.

Vegetable traders from areas like Chandanish 
depended on the freight carriages to transport 
their goods to Chattogram at a low cost. Now, with 
the service unavailable, transportation costs have 
surged, reducing their profits. 

Monjurul Islam, a trader from Riaj Uddin Bazar, 
said, “Transporting vegetables by train was much 
cheaper. Its closure has severely impacted our 
earnings.”

Before its 
suspension, the 

route was served by 
two pairs of local 
trains, including 
freight coaches, 

which carried over 
4,000 passengers 

daily.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1


