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Man killed in ‘teen 
gang attack’ in 
Sreepur, two held
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

A man was killed in an attack allegedly carried out by a 
teen gang in Sreepur upazila of Gazipur early yesterday.

The deceased, Hasibul Islam, 40, hailed from 
Barishal. He was the owner of Maa Moni Pharmacy in 
the Masjid Mor area of Sreepur.

Police detained two individuals in connection with 
the incident, said Zainal Abedin Mandal, officer-in-
charge of Sreepur Police Station. 

Quoting eyewitnesses, the OC said Hasibul was visiting 
his father-in-law’s house at Keowa Paschim Khanda 
village after returning from Dhaka around 3:00am, when 
8 to 10 members of a local teen gang attacked him.

The assailants, allegedly intoxicated, struck him in the 
chest with bricks, leaving him critically injured, the OC 
said. He was declared dead at the upazila health complex.

Shimul Hossain, Hasibul’s driver, said, “Once I 
parked the car in front of the house, the gang members 
started harassing the women in the car, and then 
assaulted me when I stepped out.”

Hasibul’s wife, Mahmuda Akter, said, “After we entered 
the house, the attackers forced their way in and killed my 
husband. They also harassed me and my sister.”

25 wild birds rescued
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Three people were detained with 16 Blossom-headed 
parakeets and 9 Bank mynas during a raid in a house 
in the port city’s Alkaran area yesterday.

They are Hossen Mintu, 45, Rani Akter, 30, and Md 
Hridoy, 30, said Dipannita Bhattacharjee, wildlife and 
biodiversity conservation officer.

“A team of the Wildlife Division conducted the 
drive and found the house being used as a warehouse 
for wild birds. The suspects admitted to trapping and 
selling wild birds for years,” she said.

Trapping, trading, buying, consuming, or caging 
wild birds is a punishable offense under the Bangladesh 
Wildlife (Protection and Safety) Act, 2012. 

“We will release the birds once we get permission 
from the court,” she said. The three detainees were 
produced before a court, which granted them bail. 

RU scraps ward 
quota following 
student protest
RU CORRESPONDENT

Rajshahi University administration abolished the ward 
quota last night, 12 hours after the students locked the 
university’s administrative building yesterday. 

The ward quota reserves seats for children and 
wards of the university’s employees.

RU Vice-Chancellor Saleh Hasan Naqib announced 
this at an emergency press conference around 
10:00pm yesterday. He said earlier the admissions 
sub-committee kept 1 percent quota for the children 
of third- and fourth-class employees. However, the 
students did not accept it and continued protests. 

At the press conference, the VC said, “I do not even 
support the 1 percent ward quota. I am committed to 
completely abolishing it through proper process.”

Earlier at 10:00am, students took position in front 
of the building, locking university officials inside. 

Following months-long protests, RU administration 
decreased the ward quota from three percent to one 
percent recently. It said the ward quota would be available 
only to applicants who are children or wards of the 
university’s workers, as opposed to children and wards of 
all university employees (including teachers and officials).

 Meanwhile, the university’s Officers’ Association 
has announced that they will go on strike on January 8 
if the ward quota is not reinstated to 5 percent.
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Cold, dense fog disrupt 
life across country

Chuadanga records lowest temperature of 9.8 
degrees Celsius; farmers fear crop damages

STAR REPORT

As a mild cold wave sweeps across the 
country, dense fog and chilly winds 
have disrupted lives, particularly 
in Chuadanga, which recorded the 
country’s lowest temperature yesterday 
morning.

Chuadanga recorded the country’s 
lowest temperature of 9.8 degrees 
Celsius yesterday, with air humidity 
at 95 percent, said Zahidul Islam, 
an observer at the Chuadanga 
Meteorological Office.

The district experienced 9.7 degrees 
Celsius on Wednesday, with air humidity 
at 93 percent, he noted, adding that 
temperatures are likely to drop further 
as a mild cold wave continues to affect 
the region.

“People are rarely stepping outdoors, 
and the low-income population is 
suffering immensely as they have to 
work in this cold,” said Kamal Hossain, 
a local resident. He added that many are 
trying to ward off the cold by lighting 
fires.

The situation is similar in the fog-
covered northern districts.

Dinajpur recorded 10.2 degrees Celsius 
yesterday morning. The cold is expected 
to persist for a few more days, with the 
possibility of another cold spell in late 
January, said Tofazzal Hossain, in-charge 

of the Dinajpur Weather Office, urging 
locals to take necessary precautions.

The cold has caused significant 
disruptions, with day labourers and 
transport workers losing work, as 
few people ventured outdoors. The 
unfavourable weather has also made 
commuting risky.

Meanwhile, Lalmonirhat recorded 
11.4 degrees Celsius, and Kurigram 
reported 11.3 degrees Celsius in the 
morning, according to the Rangpur 

Meteorological Office.
Farmers in these districts, particularly 

those in the Brahmaputra, Teesta, 
Dharla, Dudhkumar, and Gangadhar 
river belts, are forced to work in 
these harsh conditions to prevent 
crop loss, said Abdullah Al Mamun, 
deputy director of the Department of 
Agricultural Extension in Kurigram.

Tentulia’s temperature was similar to 
Lalmonirhat, with the district’s Weather 
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Four years on, 
train service 
yet to resume
SIFAYET ULLAH, Ctg

Over four years after its suspension due to the 
pandemic, the train service between Chattogram 
and Dohazari has yet to resume. The prolonged 
closure continues to exacerbate the struggles 
of commuters and traders while depriving 
Bangladesh Railway (BR) of significant revenue.

Syed Nur Hossen, a resident near the Dohazari 
railway kitchen market, said, “The train service 
allowed us to travel affordably. Its closure has left 
us with costly and challenging travel options.”

Before its 
suspension, the 
route was served by 
two pairs of local 
trains, including 
freight coaches, 
which carried over 
4,000 passengers 
daily, according 
to BR’s 2019 data. 
The route was particularly vital for low-income 
individuals and small-scale traders.

Vegetable traders from areas like Chandanish 
depended on the freight carriages to transport 
their goods to Chattogram at a low cost. Now, with 
the service unavailable, transportation costs have 
surged, reducing their profits. Monjurul Islam, a 
trader from Riaj Uddin Bazar, said, “Transporting 
vegetables by train was much cheaper. Its closure 
has severely impacted our earnings.”

BR officials had previously promised to resume 
the train service following the renovation of the 
Kalurghat Bridge. Despite the work being completed 
in October last year, the trains remain idle.

Before its suspension, 
the route was served 
by two pairs of local 

trains, including 
freight coaches, which 

carried over 4,000 
passengers daily.
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Prevent lobbying 
in govt offices
Info adviser urges secretaries

UNB, Dhaka

In a bid to curb 
unethical lobbying 
practices, Information 
and Broadcasting 
Adviser Mohammad 
Nahid Islam has 
issued a demi-official 
(DO) letter to all secretaries of government 
ministries.

In the letter, the adviser expressed 
concerns over unscrupulous people using 
his name or claiming familial ties with him 
to influence various government offices for 
personal gain.

“Recently, certain dishonest people 
and groups have been invoking my name 
or claiming to be my relatives to engage 
in lobbying for personal benefits, which 
is entirely unethical. Such actions are 
tarnishing my reputation,” Nahid said.

The letter revealed that forged documents, 
including recommendations purportedly 
signed by the adviser, have come to light.

The adviser has requested all relevant 
authorities to disregard any such attempts 
made under his name or using fake 
endorsements. 

Authorities have been instructed to 
immediately inform RHM Alaol Kabir, 
the adviser’s personal secretary (deputy 
secretary), in this regard.

In the letter, the adviser also emphasised 
the government’s commitment to 
reflecting the aspirations of the public 
and implementing comprehensive state 
reforms with urgency.

He also urged government officials and 
employees to actively cooperate with these 
efforts.


