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India, Pakistan 
exchange list of 
nuke installations
AGENCIES

India and Pakistan yesterday exchanged lists of 
their nuclear assets as part of a bilateral pact that 
bars them from attacking each other’s nuclear 
facilities.

The two sides exchange such lists on the first 
day of January every year.

In a statement yesterday, Pakistan’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs said the lists were simultaneously 
handed over through their respective diplomats in 
Islamabad and New Delhi.

The exchange is part of the Prohibition of 
Attack against Nuclear Installations and Facilities 
pact, which was signed by the two countries in 
December 1988. It was implemented in January 
1991, reports AP.

“This is the 34th consecutive exchange of such 
lists between the two countries, the first one 
having taken place on January 1, 1992,” India’s 
Ministry of External Affairs said in a statement.

Pakistan and India have had strained relations 
since their independence from colonial British 
rule in 1947 over the disputed Himalayan region 
of Kashmir. They have fought three wars, built up 
their armies and developed nuclear weapons.

India conducted its first nuclear test in 1974, 
with Pakistan carrying out its first test in 1988.

S KOREA POLITICAL CRISIS

Investigators vow 
to execute Yoon 
arrest warrant
AFP, Seoul

South Korean investigators said yesterday they 
would execute an arrest warrant for Yoon Suk Yeol 
over his declaration of martial law by the deadline 
of January 6, as the impeached leader’s supporters 
rallied outside his residence.

Supporters and opponents of Yoon, who was 
suspended from office by lawmakers over his 
attempt to subvert civilian rule last month, have 
been camped outside the compound where he has 
been holed up for weeks, fending off investigators’ 
efforts to question him. The Corruption 
Investigation Office requested the warrant after 
Yoon failed to report for questioning a third 
time, but it has been unclear whether they could 
execute it as the Presidential Security Service have 
previously refused to comply with search warrants.

Island-wide 
blackout 
hits Puerto 
Rico
AFP, San Juan

A major power outage 
plunged much of Puerto 
Rico into darkness on 
New Year’s Eve, with 
the US island territory’s 
electric utility saying 
restoration could take 
up to two days.

The “island-wide 
blackout” began at 
5:30 am Tuesday, Luma 
Energy said, adding that 
the preliminary findings 
pointed to a fault in 
an underground cable 
as the cause, although 
outage remained under 
investigation.

Syria’s new info 
minister promises 
free press
AFP, Damascus

Syria’s minister of information in the country’s 
transitional government told AFP he is working 
towards a free press and committed to “freedom of 
expression”, after decades of tight control under the 
country’s former rulers.

“We are working to consolidate freedoms of the 
press and expression that were severely restricted” in 
areas controlled by the former government of Bashar 
al-Assad, said the minister, Mohamed al-Omar.

Reporters Without Borders, a freedom of 
information watchdog, ranked Syria second-last on 
its 2024 World Press Freedom Index.

Russia launches drone 
attack on Kyiv

Two killed; apartment blocks in Pechersky district hit; 
Ukraine downs 109 of 111 drones

AFP, Kyiv

Russia launched an aerial attack on the centre 
of Kyiv in the first hours of 2025, killing two 
people, Ukrainian authorities said yesterday.

The attack -- a rare strike on the heart of 
the Ukrainian capital -- came just hours after 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky 
vowed in a New Year’s message that 
he would do everything possible to 
bring the war to an end over the 
next 12 months.

“One person has been 
killed as a result of an enemy 
attack on Kyiv. The number 
of wounded has increased 
to 7, including two pregnant 
women,” the Prosecutor 
General’s office said in a post on 
Telegram.

Local officials said the damage 
was caused by falling debris, suggesting 
the drones had been intercepted.

AFP journalists in the city heard multiple 
powerful explosions early yesterday morning.

Ukrainian officials said Russian drones 
targeted the capital’s Pechersky district, home 

to the presidential palace and government 
quarter.

Apartment blocks were hit and Ukraine’s 
central bank said one of its buildings was 
damaged in the attack.

Russian President Vladimir Putin has 
repeatedly threatened to strike at the heart 
of Kyiv in recent weeks -- an attack he said 

would be a response to Ukraine firing 
US-supplied weapons on Russian 

territory.
Zelensky blasted the Russian 

drone attack.
“Even on New Year’s night, 

Russia only cares about 
hurting Ukraine,” he said in a 
post on Telegram.

A total of 111 Russian drones 
were fired at Ukraine overnight, 

with 109 either shot down or 
disabled by Ukraine’s air defence 

systems, the Ukrainian air force said.
Both sides have ramped up their aerial 

attacks over the last two months, seeking to 
gain an upper hand in the conflict ahead of 
US President-elect Donald Trump coming to 
power later in January.

Police investigators surround a white truck that crashed into a work lift in the French Quarter of New Orleans, Louisiana, US 
yesterday. At least 10 people were killed and 30 others injured when the vehicle plowed into a New Year’s crowd in the heart 
of the thriving New Orleans tourist district. PHOTO: AFP

Population 
declines slightly 
over 10 years
Says Myanmar citing 
2024 census
REUTERS

Myanmar said its 2024 census found a 
population of 51.3 million, slightly smaller 
than 10 years ago, as the junta prepares for 
promised elections amid ongoing conflict 
and unrest across the country, state media 
reported yesterday.

The census, which was held in October, 
will be used to compile voter lists for 
the elections planned for this year that 
opposition groups have widely condemned 
as a sham.

“I am striving to successfully organise a 
free and fair election, which is the ultimate 
goal of the State Administration Council,” 
junta chief Min Aung Hlaing said in his 
New Year speech that was published in 
state media.

The 2024 population of 51.3 million 

was down from a 51.5 million figure in the 
previous census in 2014, the report said. 
The country’s Muslim Rohingya minority 
was not included in either census.

Myanmar has been in turmoil since 
early 2021, when the military overthrew an 
elected civilian government and violently 
suppressed pro-democracy protests, 
sparking a nationwide armed rebellion.

The military is fighting rebels on 
multiple fronts, struggling to govern and 
manage a crumbling economy that was 
seen as a promising frontier market before 
the generals ended a decade of tentative 
democracy.

Last month, Myanmar’s foreign 
minister briefed neighbouring countries 
on the junta’s progress towards holding an 
election, which has been widely criticised 
due to the absence and sidelining of 
opposition groups.

The population figure was made up of 
32.2 million people counted in the census 
and an estimate of 19.1 million people in 
areas that were inaccessible due to security 
and transportation issues, the report said.

“For estimating the population ... high-
resolution satellite imagery (ranging from 
0.3 to 0.8 metres) was acquired from 
commercial providers in Russia, China, 
India, and various European countries,” 
the census report said.


