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Avian guests tflock
to Brahmaputra

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

As the chill of winter settles over the Brahmaputra, a
spectacular visitor graces its waters: the Chakoa, or Red
Crested Pochard.

These migratory birds arrive from India each year,
transforming the river basin in Kurigram into a lively
sanctuary. Travelers and locals are treated to the
breathtaking sight of flocks taking flight, their movements
painting an ever-changing portrait against the serene
backdrop of the Brahmaputra.

Shariful Islam, a boatman at Jatrapur Ghat, finds
his daily commute enlivened by these seasonal guests.
“During the monsoon, you won'’t find a single Chakoa bird
here,” he says. “But as winter begins, they come in flocks,
filling the river basin with life.”

For Shahadat Hossain, who travels by boat from Char
Narayanpur to Jatrapur daily, the Chakoa birds provide a
welcome distraction during his 50-minute journey. “I see
them at eight or nine spots along the way, searching for
food in the water,” he shares. “When the boat approaches,
they rise in unison, their flocks filling the sky. It’s a sight
that stays with you.”

The river basin, with its vast, scattered char areas,
becomes a haven for these birds during winter.

Mobarak Hossain, a farmer from Char Bhagabatipur,
says, “These birds spend the daylight hours hunting
for food, then return to their nests in the evening. It's a
routine we’ve come to associate with winter here,” he
explains.

Abdur Rashid, a schoolteacher and avid bird lover, said,
“The char people never disturb the Chakoa birds. The
Brahmaputra basin is adorned with their presence every
winter. If you want to see these beautiful birds, this is
where you need o be.”

Kurigram District Livestock Officer Dr Habibur
Rahman said locally called Chakoa, their proper name is
the Red Crested Pochard, or Rangamuri. “These migratory
birds come here at the start of winter in search of food,
but they don’t breed in Bangladesh.”

Their journey across borders underscores the
interconnectedness of ecosystems, with the Brahmaputra
basin playing a vital role in their survival, he said.
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to Tk 1,400 per maund. The photo was taken in the Kalapara upazila of Patuakhali district yesterday.
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Workers collect various types of harvested Aman rice from the fields, piling it up in the courtyard in front of
the warehouses to dry in the sun. Depending on the variety, rice is purchased at prices ranging from Tk 1,100

32 BNP men
discharged from
vandalism case

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday discharged 32 BNP leaders
and activists from a case filed over vandalising
vehicles and assaulting policemen in 2018.

BNP Executive Committee Member Habibur
Rashid Habib, its Dhaka South City Member
Secretary Rafiqul Alam Majnu, Jatiyatabadi Jubo
Dal President Sultan Salahuddin Tuku, and its
former president Saiful Alam Nirob are among the
accused.

Dhaka  Additional  Chief = Metropolitan
Magistrate Md Mahbubul Islam passed the
order after their lawyers submitted petitions for
discharging them from the case.

According to the case statement, a group of BNP
leaders and activists led by Tuku gathered in front of
Baitul Mukarram National Mosque in the capital’s
Paltan around 1:45pm on April 23, 2018 protesting
the conviction of BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia
and Tarique Rahman in the Zia Orphanage Trust
corruption case on February 8, 2018.

At one stage, they obstructed people, vandalised
vehicles and prevented policemen from discharging
their duties, leaving three policemen injured.

THE SUNDARBANS
2-month ban on crab

North shivers in cold

STAR REPORT

Dense fog and biting cold winds
have gripped the northern districts
of Rangpur, Dinajpur, Panchagarh,
Joypurhat, and Naogaon, causing
immense suffering.

The Dinajpur Meteorological
Office reported a temperature of
10.6 degrees Celsius at 6:00am

persistent fog and icy winds.”

Abdur Razzak, a day labourer
from Dinajpur, said, “The cold is
unbearable, especially with the
icy winds cutting through the
fog. I have to leave for work late
because of the weather, but staying
home isn’t an option as my family
depends on me.”

Naogaon.

Farmers and farm labourers
report being unable to work for
long in the fields due to the intense
chill, particularly in the mornings

and at night.
In  Rangpur Division, the
minimum temperature was

recorded at 11 degrees Celsius
in Kurigram and 11.5 degrees in

harvesting begins

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

effective from January 1 through February 28.

the mangrove forest.

The Forest Department has imposed a two-
month ban on crab harvesting in the Sundarbans,

The ban is designed to protect the breeding
season of crabs and preserve the biodiversity of

yesterday, marking one of the
season’s coldest mornings.

Later in the day, the temperature
was recorded at 11.1 degrees , which

dropped further within three
hours.
Although no official cold

wave has been declared, chilling
conditions are severely aflfecting

Lalmonirhat at 9:00am yes
Villagers in these
especially those living
Brahmaputra, Teesta,
Dudhkumar, and

suffering due to the cold.

Fulgach village

districts,
Gangadhar
river basins, are enduring severe

Amina Bewa, 62, a resident of
in Lalmonirhat

terday.

on the
Dharla,

During this period, catching, selling, storing, or
transporting crabs from the rivers and canals of
the Sundarbans is strictly prohibited.

According to the Forest Department, the breeding
season is a critical time for crabs to lay eggs, and
unregulated harvesting disrupts their reproduction,
threatening the ecological balance of the region.

Mihir Kumar De, divisional forest officer of
Khulna, said, “Crabs are not only economically
significant but also essential for maintaining the

dailywage earnersand marginalised
communities.

Md Tofazzal Hossain, officer-
in-charge of the Dinajpur
Meteorological Observatory, said,
“Dense fog often results in slightly
higher recorded temperatures,
but the cold feels harsher due to

In Panchagarh, residents are
resorting to lighting straw fires to
combat the cold.

Roads and highways remain
blanketed in thick fog, forcing
vehicles to operate with headlights
even during the day. Similar scenes
are reported in Joypurhat and

Sadar upazila said, “We are suffering
immensely due to the cold and fog.
I don’t have enough warm clothing
and must rely on burning straw at

home for warmth.”
Day labourer Meser Ali, 55, from
the Char Jorgach area in Chilmari
SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

health of the ecosystem.”

eastern and western Sundarbans.

Sundarbans’ food chain. Protecting them during
their breeding season is vital for the long-term

The Sundarbans, home to 14 species of crabs in
Bangladeshi waters, supports nearly 10,000 crab
harvesters annually. These harvesters operate
under permits issued by forest offices in the
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